Myth Singles 1: Tlazolteotl Chows Down

Round 1

1.  The name of this character’s daughter, or one of the names Cercysera or Aissa, was used by Achilles while he was disguised as a woman in the court of Lycomedes. His daughter married his nephew, and the couple survived the consequences the impious behavior of the sons of Lycaon; afterwards, his daughter and nephew were advised to throw the bones of their mother over their shoulders.  His wife had life breathed into her by the four winds after being fashioned from clay.  FTP, name this father of Pyrrha and uncle of Deucalion, a not-so-bright Titan who married Pandora.


Ans: Epimetheus
2.  This god was credited with saving Pelusium and forcing Sennacherib’s Assyrians to retreat in the face of an army of rats.  The Shabaka Stone claims that this god, often identified with Tenen and Seker, is the Heart and the Tongue of the Ennead of Heliopolis.  He was said to have invented the “Opening of the Mouth” ritual used to reanimate mummies, and he was typically represented as a mummified figure.  This father of the god of the primeval lotus, Nefertem, was identified by the Greeks with Hephaestos.  FTP name this “Divine Artificer,” the supreme god of Memphis.

Ans: Ptah
3.  He killed his sister Cilla and her infant son Munippus following a prophecy by Aesacus, his son by his first wife Arisbe.  This man’s father and all of his brothers were slain by Heracles after his father refused to give Heracles the two immortal horses given in recompense for the abduction of this man’s great-uncle Ganymede.  This father of Polyxena and Deiphobus was led under cover of night through an enemy camp by Hermes so that he could ransom his son’s body from Achilles.  FTP name this father of Cassandra and king of Troy during the Trojan War.


Ans: Priam

4.  He once cursed his wife in her incarnation as a daughter of Mena to become a fisherwoman, then sent a servant in the form of a shark to persecute the town she was in.  In his role as Natesa, he is often depicted using one foot to crush Apasmara, the dwarf of ignorance.  His mount, sometimes considered the leader of the Ganas, provides the music for the Tandava, the dance he performs as Nataraja.  That mount, known as the guardian of all quadrupeds, is the bull Nandi.  His wife’s incarnations include Daksha’s daughter Sati, the golden goddess Uma, and Himavan’s daughter Parvati.  FTP, name this three-eyed god, sometimes called the destroyer.


Ans: Shiva

5.  This Roman deity was sometimes identified with Tanit and Uni, and gave her name to the guardian spirit of women, the feminine equivalent of the genius.  She was given the title “Moneta” in recognition of her role in guarding the finances of Rome.  In the Aeneid, she plots the marriage of Dido and Aeneas, and opens the Gate of War when Latinus refuses to do so.  Her role in childbirth was recognized in the festival of the Matronalia, and her own children included the goddess Juventas, who was the Roman equivalent of Hebe, and the god Vulcan.  FTP, name the Roman equivalent of Hera.


Ans: Juno

6.  This was the form taken by two of Finn’s cousins or nephews, named Sceolan and Bran.  In the tale of Culhwch and Olwen, Chief Boar Ysgithyrwyn is killed by one of these creatures named Cavall.  Pwyll saw a group of these creatures with white bodies and red ears just before meeting Arawn.  Tristan trained one of these creatures, named Hodain or Husdant, to run and hunt silently.  A supernatural horde of these creatures was said to follow Gwyn ap Nudd, or Herne, in the Wild Hunt.  FTP, name these creatures, one of which guarded Culainn until it was killed and replaced by Cuchulainn.


Ans: dogs or hounds (accept equivalents)

7.  Pelops supposedly built the Peloponnese’s first temple to this god to atone for the murder of this god’s son Myrtilus.  This god appeared on the isle of Aeaea to give the herb moly to a certain hero, and later appeared on the isle of Ogygia to secure the release of that same hero.  He was the father of Eos’s lover Cephalus, and of Odysseus’s grandfather Autolycus.  He was born on Mount Cyllene, where he used a tortoise shell and some cow-gut to invent the lyre, with which he lulled his mother Maia to sleep.  FTP, name this Greek messenger god who carried the caduceus.

Ans: Hermes
8.  He first meets his love, who is so beautiful her arms light up the sea and sky, in the forest of Barri, nine days after she agrees to marry him.  This progenitor of the Ynglings is fated to kill Beli either with his bare fists or with an antler as a result of the nuptial agreements.  He was given, as a tooth-gift, the world of Alfheim, where he resides with his wife, the daughter of Aurboda and Gymir, whom he first spotted while sitting on Hlidskialf.  The giantess Gerd was wooed by Skirnir on behalf of, FTP, what Vanir god of fertility, the son of Njord?


Ans: Frey or Freyr (accept Yng or Yngvi before “Ynglings”)

9.  In Korean mythology, one hundred days in a cave, eating only mugwort and garlic, were sufficient to turn one of these creatures into a beautiful woman, who married Hwanung.  The nerves of these creatures were used as one of the ingredients in fashioning the chain Gleipnir.  In the Ramayana, Jambuvan led an army of these creatures into battle alongside the monkeys.  The name of a group of battle-frenzied warriors in Norse sagas came from their habit of wearing the skins of these creatures.  In Greek myth, Arcas and Callisto were transformed into, FTP, what type of animal which also suckled the infant Atalanta?


Ans: bears

10.  The source for the central event of this tale is probably the tale of “Bricriu’s Feast,” in which Cuchulainn successfully answers the challenges of Úath, son of Imoman, and the disguised Cu Roi.  The title characters make a pact to exchange whatever they win for three days, but the protagonist neglects to hand over a girdle given to him by the lady of Hautdesert which he hopes will save him, earning him a cut on the neck.  FTP, name this tale in which a nephew of King Arthur and the colorfully-dressed Sir Bertilak play the beheading game.


Ans: Sir Gawain and the Green Knight or Sir Gawayne and the Green Knight

11.  Her daughter was turned into a wryneck for casting a spell on Zeus that caused him to fall in love with Io.  That daughter, Iynx, was born after this character was seduced by Pan.  She helped in the escape of a group of mountain nymphs who were dallying with Zeus by keeping Hera busy with idle chatter, and Hera gave her an appropriate punishment.  She fell in love with a youth whom she followed while he went hunting, longing to address him but unable to speak first.  After he rejected her, she pined away until only her voice was left.  FTP, name this nymph who fell in love with Narcissus, who could only repeat what others said.


Ans: Echo

12.  He was born holding a torch and a knife, and was sometimes described as having 1,000 ears and 10,000 eyes.  He was one of two deities who assisted another god in weighing souls on a golden scale on the Chinvat Bridge.  He appears in Hindu mythology as an Aditya in the Vedas, often paired with Varuna, and appears as a prominent Yazad in the Avestas.  He was worshipped in artificial caves with representations of the tauroctony.  He was born from a cave or a rock, and created or fertilized the world by killing the cosmic bull.  FTP name this Iranian god of light worshipped as Sol Invictus, whose cult became popular in Rome.

Ans: Mithra or Mithras or Mitra

13.  In a story narrated by Serqet, this god is said to have concealed his true name in his stomach, but a goddess takes advantage of his advancing senility to force him to reveal it.  He was sometimes associated with the bull Merwer and the Bennu bird.  In one variant of the Hermopolitan cosmogony, he appears out of the Sea of the Two Knives seated on a lotus flower.  In the myth of the Distant Goddess, a fierce goddess known as his Eye abandons him.  His cult originated in the Egyptian town of Iunu, known to the Greeks as Heliopolis.  FTP, name this sun-god sometimes combined with Atum and Amun, considered the father of Tefnut.

Ans: Ra or Re

14.  It was assembled by a Thespian in Pagasae.  At one point, a fluttering halcyon announced that it would remain immobile until Rhea had been placated, and when it was completed, it took Orpheus’s help to get it started.  Constructed of materials taken from Mount Pelion, and an oracular piece from the Dodonian oak of Zeus, it lost an ornament to the Cyaneae, or Planctae, or Sympleglades, at the entrance to the Bosporus, but it would have suffered more damage if it hadn’t been for the advice of Phineus.  It was dedicated to Poseidon at the Isthmus of Corinth, where it was beached after returning from Colchis.  FTP, name this ship used on the quest for the golden fleece, captained by Jason.


Ans: the Argo

15.  In one story, he leads the hosts of 154 districts to avenge one of the three unfortunate slaps; later, he provides the material for one of the three fortunate interments.  That story features a magic cauldron previously given by this character to his opponent, Matholwch.  This character provides the means to cross the river Shannon by laying his own body across the river.  He prophecies seven years of feasting in Harlech with the birds of Rhiannon singing to his companions after being struck in the heel by a poison spear.  FTP, name this gigantic man whose talking head kept Wales safe from oppression.

Ans: Bran
16.  He supposedly inhabited a cave on Mount Haemus which had seven recesses used by Ares as stables.  Cleopatra and Chione, who secretly gave birth to Poseidon’s son Eumolpus, were his two daughters by Oreithyia.  Oreithyia also bore him twins who, while serving as Argonauts, drove away Aellopus and Ocypete, two monsters who tormented a king by befouling his victuals.  FTP, name this brother of Notus and father of Calais and Zetes, the personified North Wind.


Ans: Boreas (accept North Wind until the end)

17.  These people believed in an underworld named Adlivun.  In one of their stories, a god throws his daughter overboard, and when she tries to climb back in, he chops off her fingers, some of which become whales.  That god, Anguta, later has his hands and feet bitten off by the dogs of his daughter.  In another of their stories, a spirit known as Fart Man proves himself the mightiest of spirits by laying the curse of constipation on Caribou Master.  FTP, name these people who worshipped the goddess Sedna as well as Nanook, the god of polar bears.

Ans: Inuit or Eskimos

18.  This woman was the maternal grandmother of Ivar the Boneless, as her daughter married Ragnar Lodbrok.  This woman’s husband died while playing a harp with his toes, after being bound in a pit full of snakes at the command of Atli.  This daughter of King Budli was stabbed by a sleeping thorn after giving Agnar or Audabrodir victory over Hjalmgunnar, who had been promised victory by Odin.  Her true love married Gudrun and then won her hand on behalf of Gudrun’s brother Gunnar.  FTP, name this shieldmaiden  of who vowed to marry the man who rode through a ring of fire to claim her.

Ans: Brynhild or Brunhilde

19.  According to some sources, this man instructed Heracles in fencing, infantry and cavalry tactics.  In a Roman story, Mercury gave this hero Celeris, the brother of Pegasus.  He and his brother carried off Hilaeira and Phoebe, who were betrothed to Idas and Lynceus, this man’s eventual killers.  Before his death, he was betrothed to his cousin Electra.  He could be distinguished from his brother by the absence of boxing scars on his face, and won fame as a horse-tamer.  When he died, he was allowed to share his twin brother’s immortality.  FTP, name this son of Leda and brother of Polydeuces or Pollux.


Ans: Castor

20.  In one story, this character uses his mighty battleaxe to kill a snake “who knows no charm” and frightens the Anzu-bird and the “maid of desolation,” Lilit, out of a huluppu-tree.  He has a dream in which he feels a strong sexual attraction to an immovable rock that falls from the heavens, symbolizing the coming of his companion, who helps him defeat the guardian of the Cedar Forest.  Later, this son of Ninsun encounters the ale-wife Siduri and the boatman Urshanabi during his quest for immortality.  FTP, name this Sumerian king of Uruk, the hero of the earliest extant epic.


Ans: Gilgamesh
