Packet of Death (18)
[DJ] Its epigraph is taken from Genesis, and it is dedicated to death of its author’s cousin Warren Winslow. The narrator makes the suggestion to “ask for no Orphean lute / To pluck life back” in the opening section of this work, while in another section, he states, “Clamavimus, O depths.” Its sixth section, the only titled section, bears the assignation “Our Lady of Walsingham,” while it and the seventh and last section are notably calmer as this poem ends as “the Lord survives the rainbow of His will.” The narrator wonders whether the “Pequod’s sea wings” can be heard in this poem, which begins in “A brackish reach of shoal off Madaket.” The “bones [that] / Cry out… for the hurt beast / Bobbing by Ahab’s whaleboats in the East” reside in the title location of, FTP, which poem by Robert Lowell? 

ANSWER: “The Quaker Graveyard in Nantucket”  

[CB]The first line of the fourth stanza references Bonoarges, Christ's name for James and John, as metaphor for the subject's roar. The persona calls the subject "supercilious," claiming that it "peer[s]/In shanties by the side of roads." The persona enjoys watching it "step/Around a pile of mountains . . . and a quarry pare/To fit its sides." At the end of its journey it stops, oxymoronically "docile and omnipotent/At its own stable door." Depicting a conveyance "lick[ing] the valley up/And stop[ping] to feed itself at tanks," FTP name this Emily Dickinson poem that metaphorizes a train as a horse. 

ANSWER: "I Like to See It Lap the Miles" or Number 43
[DJ] After Monica tells Lambert to tell her father that his tea is waiting, her fiancee Charles complains that he does not spend enough time alone with her. After Mrs. Piggott leaves title character, he is visited at Badgley Court by Mrs. Carghill, a wealthy widow who was previously known as Maisie Montjoy. The title character's friend Fred Culverwell had earlier appeared to him, now called Federico Gomez, reminding the title character of the time when he ran over a man while known merely as Dick Ferry. The title character's son, Michael, also appears, and Gomez promises to take Michael back to San Marco, but only after he admits to his prior wrongdoings. Lord Claverton awaits his death as the title character of, FTP, which play by T. S. Eliot?
ANSWER: The Elder Statesman
[CB] Though one himself, his contempt for courtiers is evident in his allegorical criticism of the Star Chamber, “The Bowge of Court.” Said by Michael Schmidt to be the first to write in modern English, he catalogued over seventy species of English birds in a lament for one loved by a schoolgirl in “Phillip Sparrowe.” Named Poet Laureate of Oxford in 1488, he attacked Cardinal Wolsey in “Speke Parrot” and “Colyn Cloute.” A tutor to the young Henry VIII, FTP name this early English poet known for a namesake verse form of short, heavily rhymed, lines of accented words bordering on doggerel. 

ANSWER: John Skelton 

[PD] Distinctive features of this work include its hero’s epithet, “ofermod,” which means something like “vainglorious” and appears nowhere else in literature. Though some of this poem is lost, 325 lines survive, as well as the manuscript’s dedication to Æthelred II. Noted for its Christian aspects, its villain, the Viking prince Anlaf, is indicted for heathenism and avarice ; the Abbot of Ely is the only survivor of the poem’s titular event; and equivocal judgment is passed on its hero, the Earl, for choosing honor over the safety of his vassals. It is best known for the last words of Bertwold, “Be our spirits ever greater even as our strength lessens,” a recitation of the Old English “heroic code.” FTP, identify this anonymous tragedy in Old English alliterative meter, translated by J.R.R. Tolkien, who also composed a companion piece to it: the meditative drama Homecoming of Beorhtnoth Beorhthelm’s Son. 

ANSWER: The Battle of Maldon or Haeleth Hige thei Heardra   
[CB] In one essay he argued that while England could revivify its language by looking back to Shakespeare and Italy by looking to Dante, his countrymen lack “those sacred reserves . . . and have to draw from the present and ourselves.” He published one novel, Volupte, and a multi-volume history of the Jansenists, but he is better remembered for non-fiction collected in volumes such as Monday Chats and Chateaubriand and His Literary Circle. A strong proponent that the comprehension of a work must involve the study of the author’s biography, FTP name this French literary critic whose ideas were argued against in a famous essay by Marcel Proust.  

ANSWER: Charles-Augustin de Sainte-Beuve 

[AR]The title character is traveling after being exiled and forced to wander “earth’s sinful climes.” However he beholds, “Kazbek, like a diamond shining…” and “The Waters of the Darial flow,” and in the vales of Georgia he sees a betrothed princess whose “budding form so full of grace,” reminds him of angels he once knew.  He wonders if he could seduce her, and remembers that God did not give him that ability nor would he would have accepted it previously.  The bridegroom is accosted on the road and killed by some “Musselman’s revengeful knife.” As a result the princess, Tamara, does not want to be another’s bride. The title character eventually seduces her but alas his evil nature leads to her death. Begun in 1829 when the author was 14, it was controversially illustrated by Mikhail Vrubel and it later inspired an Anton Rubinstein opera of the same name, FTP this is what long poem about the title creature written by Mikhail Lermontov. 

ANSWER: “The Demon: A Poem” 

[PD] The last lines addressed to this character, “Fear not! Thy Queen shall not let thy proud death go without its glory onto the ocean of ages,” are spoken by her patroness, the goddess Diana. Though she reciprocates the love of her attendant, Opis, she is sworn to have “no lover but [her] silver spear.” She is attacked and killed when she is so intent on pursuing Chloreus that her back is turned. The protagonist of an Alexandre Dumas-fils novel is named for her, and since a flower allegedly bloomed from the ashes of her funeral pyre every year since Opis avenged her by killing the treacherous Arruns, the novel itself is titled for that floral species.  FTP identify this warrior queen of Volscia, the subject of an eponymous Corneille tragedy, and heroine of Book X of Virgil’s Aeneid. 

ANSWER: Camilla of Volscia 

[AR] The canonical English translation, done by W.H.D Rouse, is from the Buecheler text, though it is the 1513 Ludus text where we first find the work of which Cassius Dio had referenced and listed an author. In one scene standing before Hercules, it was apparent that the main character’s preeminence was not what it was in Rome and notes “the Gallic cock was worth most on his own dunghill.” Beginning with the title character’s demise it is a satiric excoriation by the attributed author who was banished to Corisca by the subject of this work. The unique title of this work is due to a play on the Greek word “apotheosis.” Appended to the sequel of a novel by Robert Graves about the title character, FTP name this Menippean Satire attributed to Seneca the Younger, about the strange transformation of Claudius. 

ANSWER: The Pumpkinification of the Divine Claudius (or “Gourdification”) (please acc. The Apocolocyntosis) 

[DL] Line 225 describes the birth of Strife and contradicts the opening of another work by its poet, which claims there are two Strifes. Its final 100 lines may have added later to combine it with The Catalogue of Women, meaning the last event the poet described was the battle with Typhoeus. It begins on Mount Helicon, where the Muses teach a shepherd the art of poetry. Dorothea Wender claims this poem is better than the poet’s attributed The Shield of Heracles, but not as well-written as the work that lays out the Five Stages of Man, Works and Days.  Also describing the castration of Uranus and the Olympians defeat of the Titans, for 10 points, name this poem laying out the lineage of the gods, by Hesiod. 

ANSWER: Theogony  

[JM] At the beginning of this short story, a member of a Carmelite convent is imprisoned when she publicly collapses from the pain of childbirth. A mob in a Dominican church mistakenly kills Dona Constanza, and Master Pedrillo smashes Don Fernando’s son Juan against a pillar after hearing a sermon comparing the title event to Sodom and Gomorrah. The destruction of a prison frees Jeronimo Ruggiero to reunite with his wife Josefa, but they are both killed when a preacher blames them for causing the title event. FTP, name this short story by Heinrich von Kleist about a natural disaster in Santiago. 

ANSWER: “The Earthquake in Chile” or “Das Erdbeben in Chili” 

[CB] The frontispiece of the so-called “phoenix copper” edition of this work features a fantastic creature with a human head, horse’s ears, goat’s legs, and webbed feet holding a book on which allegorical images are featured, all signifying a satyr, indicating the work’s satirical nature. The author repeatedly uses the term “fastnacht” to describe the feasts at Governor Ramsay’s, emphasizing the continuation of courtly life amid the carnage occurring all around. Those fastnacht cause the title character’s incredible farting bouts. After his knan’s house is destroyed by pillaging soldiers, the title character flies with witches to Magdeburg, through the waters of Mummelsee to the center of the earth, and eventually ends up shipwrecked on an island off Guinea. A picaresque set during the Thirty Years’ War, FTP name this prose work by Johann von Grimmelshausen. 

ANSWER: Simplicius Simplicissimus 

[AR] The protagonist of Umberto Eco’s The Mysterious Flame of Queen Loana did his doctoral thesis on this work, and though an English translation was begun 1592, it was abandoned. Finally translated 500 years after its original publication by musicologist Jocelyn Godwin in 1999, she retained the format set by the orignial publisher, Aldus Manutius. Anonymously submitted, an acrostic of the first letter of each chapter in Italian reveals its probable author, a Dominican Monk. Its 174 accompanying woodcuts help to tell of  a troubled “lover of many things,” who goes on his Hypnotic quest for, “many things.” FTP name this romance about Poliphilo’s quest for Polia, attributed to Francesco Colonna a classic of Renaissance incunabula. 

ANSWER: Hypnerotomachia Poliphili or The Strife of Love in a Dream (acc. Poliphilo's Strife of Love in a Dream) 

[CB] This novel’s protagonist turns himself into a cow after leaving the seventh town and later is to be sacrificed, but a priestess loses the ritual cola nut, allowing him time to see himself in a pool of water and turn back into a man. He enters the title place near a fruit tree after being chased by soldiers, and the first of the title residents he meets are the gold, silverish, and copperish ones. Thereafter, he is put in a bag by the smelling one, marries a maggot-covered one in a ceremony presided over by the devil, and final escapes after 24 years to be reunited with his Yoruban brother and mother.  FTP name this follow-up to The Palm-Wine Drinkard by Amos Tutuola. 

ANSWER: My Life in the Bush of Ghosts 

[PD] He was formally apotheosized and given the godly name Yiyong Hwu’an Yingzhi, meaning “Emperor of Saintly Honor,” by the decree of Emperor Wenzong in 1332 CE, although the historical personage on whom this character is based was worshipped in the province of Shanxi during the Tang dynasty, and possibly earlier. This character’s philippics towards Mi Fang and Fu Shiren, his lowborn aides-de-camp, and his defection to the Wei at the siege of Xia’pi are now thought to have been interpolated by later redactor, because these episodes are both historically false and inconsistent with the style of Lo Kwan-chung. Nobler moments of this character include his eventual martyrdom upon refusing to swear allegiance to Tsao Ts’ao, and the famous “Peach Garden Oath” scene in which he swears eternal brotherhood with Zhang Fe and the disinherited Han dynasty prince, Liu Bei. FTP, identify this general of the Shu faction, hero of the Romance of the Three Kingdoms. 

ANSWER: Kwan Yu or Guan-yu 

[CB] He described a U.S. Open semi-final match between Clark Graebner and Arthur Ashe as representative of race, class and political distinctions in a 1969 book. In his first book he wrote about a Princeton basketball player who embodied “all the possibilities of the game [he] had ever imagined. In addition to Levels of the Game and his profile of Bill Bradley in A Sense of Where You Are, he examined Florida’s citrus industry in Oranges and Theodore Taylor’s work on the Manhattan and Orion Projects in The Curve of Binding Energy. FTP name this New Journalist who won a Pulitzer for 1999’s Annals of the Former World. 

ANSWER: John McPhee 

[CB] “Wailing” or crying out is associated in this work with the phrase “feminine impotence” and is also termed “abject.” The author disdains works that put an excessive burden on memory, preferring the “illusion of presence.” The author cites Aristotle’s conception of aesthetic beauty in explaining why a representation of death can still be beautiful, writing that “pity loses its keenness through our awareness that [artworks are] a deceit.” Springing from the author’s belief that recent critics had created “in poetry a mania for description and in painting a mania for allegory,” FTP identify this critique of the aesthetic theories of Winckelmann based on examination of a classical sculpture, a critical work by Gotthold Ephraim Lessing. 

ANSWER: Laokoon: An Essay on the Limits of Painting and Poetry  

[CB] Galway Kinnell ascribed this state to Walt Whitman, calling it a “certain shapelessness of personality, a peculiar power to obliterate himself and flow into some other being and speak it from within.” In the text in which it was first named, its coiner describes going to see Edmund Kean play Richard III and then a walk with Charles Wentworth Dilke during which it suddenly occurred to him “what quality went to form a man of achievement, especially in literature,” a quality “possessed enormously” by Shakespeare. That quality, he wrote in a letter to his brothers on the winter solstice of 1817, is when a man can exist in “uncertainties, mysteries, and doubts, without any irritable reaching after fact and reason,” and because of it, for a great poet, “the sense of beauty overcomes every other consideration.” FTP what is this two-word phrase representing the ability of a writer to efface his own consciousness coined by John Keats? 

ANSWER: negative capability  

