J’Accuse/Blast/Moon Pie/Harrison Bergeron/Terrier Tussle April 2005

Tossups by Chris Borglum et al and Louisiana State, opinion-mongering on various bonus subjects by Matt Weiner

1. In Goethe’s poem Der Gott und die Bajadere, this figure comes down to Earth as “Mahadoh,” and in Salman Rushdie’s Midnight’s Children, Saleem is switched at birth with a boy named after this deity. He replaces the head of Daksha with that of a goat after his wife Sati commits by throwing herself into a sacrificial pyre to Vishnu. He is often depicted meditating on top of mount Kailash, and he is attended by a hunt goddess named Bhadra and his consort, Parvati. For 10 points, name this blue-skinned Hindu destroyer god.

ANSWER: Shiva [or Siva]
2. A journal by this name served as the organ of the Lettrist International, and its editors went on to found The Situation. The preparation for this might include the loaning of blankets at one hundred percent interest, which the recipient was expected to repay before the ceremony began. Sometimes compared to the Koha of the Maori, or to the leisure class’s conspicuous consumption, this also served as a coming-of-age ritual, but adults were expected to offer offer such extravagant gifts that the recipient could not reciprocate, thus losing status. For 10 points, name this Kwakiutl ceremony outlawed by Canada in 1884.

ANSWER: potlatch

3. After viewing his army defeat France at the Battle of St. Quentin, he acquired a personal revulsion to warfare, contradicting his portrayal in the “black legend.” His reputation for cruelty was seen in the ruthless suppression of the Alpujarras Rebellion and his subsequent deportation of most Muslims from Granada. He blamed one of his more spectacular failures on Alessandro Farnese, although if he had not sparked Wyatt’s rebellion by marrying Mary Tudor, he may never have needed to send the Armada against England. For 10 points, name Spanish king who built El Escorial.

ANSWER: Philip II
4. A large white mountain blends in with the clouds in the background of this painting. A man in a brown hat holds hands with a woman in black seated on the ground as a woman in brown looks on. On the right of this painting stands an armless green statue with pink flowers running down to its base. A number of Cherubim fly around near the cliff on the left as a procession of people walks down to the waterway that dominates the center of the work. For 10 points, name this painting depicting couples on vacation on the titular island, a work of Antoine Watteau.

ANSWER: The Embarkation for Cythera or Embarquement pour Cythère

5. Because it requires averaging over time, the physical result of this name depends on the ergodicity theorem being true. In astrophysics, this result can be applied to deduce galactic mass from velocity dispersion and it explains the pulsating behavior of variable stars. In quantum mechanics, this result follows from the fact that the dot product of the position and momentum operators commutes with the Hamiltonian, and it also names an expansion in powers of z in thermodynamics. For 10 points, identify this physical theorem which states that the time average of the kinetic energy is minus two times that of the time average of the potential energy.

ANSWER: virial theorem

6. Companies involved in the “transmutation of quicksilver” and providing insurance against theft by servants were among the eighty-six concerns whose charters were revoked during the reform sparked by this disaster. Its origins lie in the attempts of Robert Harley to establish a financial institution to compete with the Bank of England. Harley secured a monopoly on trade in return for assuming a portion of the debt England had after the War of Spanish Succession. In 1719, directors began trying to inflate stock prices as more and more investors paid in, but steady deflation led to a panic that caused the stock to tank completely. For 10 points, the failure to establish trading colonies in the Pacific led to what financial scandal?

ANSWER: South Sea Bubble [accept South Sea Company]

7. He worked with Franz Liszt for a musical setting of his story The Golden Legend. His early works include “The Battle of Lovell’s Pond” and Hyperion, while his first collection, Voices of the Night, was criticized by Poe. He followed that up with a drama called The Spanish Student, but achieved much greater success with the 1854 publication of a narrative poem, the rhythms of which he based on the Kalevala. The only American writer buried in Poet’s Corner in Westminster Abbey, for 10 points, name this author of “The Courtship of Miles Standish” and “Hiawatha.”

ANSWER: Henry Wadsworth Longfellow
8. Though this actor spent two years playing District Attorney John Littleton on television’s “Picket Fences,” he has appeared in over thirty movies, first gaining notice for playing “Rocket” in Colors. His first role was “Juicy Burgers Worker” in 1985’s Moving Violations, while more high-profile roles include porn star Buck Swope in Boogie Nights and the angel who shows Nicholas Cage an alternative life in The Family Man. Recently nominated for an Oscar for playing Paul Rusesabagina was, for 10 points, what actor who starred in Hotel Rwanda?

ANSWER: Don Cheadle
9. Its chronological juxtaposition is seen when Cunizza’s complaint about cruelty in Treviso is followed by the appearance of Rahab, the harlot of Jericho. Beginning at noon on the vernal equinox, in Part Five the protagonist learns that it takes six good deeds to replace four broken vows, as in breaking a vow one uses the greatest gift, free will, against God. In Part Six the protagonist visits Justinian in the Sphere of Mercury. St. Bernard is the guide during the last three sections, ending in the empyrean. For 10 points, what work first features Beatrice guiding Dante on a tour of the divine abode in the final section of the Comedia?

ANSWER: Paradiso [or Paradise; prompt on Divine Comedy or Comedia before “noon” is read]

10. He started his career as a critic for Arts magazine, defending the auteur theory. His first film, about a troubled schoolboy sent to a juvenile detention center, generated four sequels released between 1962 and 1979, all starring Jean-Pierre Léaud. Many of his other films are adaptations of American detective novels, including The Bride Wore Black, Shoot the Piano Player and his final film, 1983’s Confidentially Yours. For 10 points, name this director of the French New Wave who created the semiautobiographical character of Antoine Doinel and directed the films Day for Night, The 400 Blows and Jules and Jim.

ANSWER: François Truffaut
11. Named by future Vice-President Rufus King after one of the Ossian poems, this small town in Dallas County became prominent after the death of Jimmey Lee during a jail protest and the murder of James Reeb. That occured shortly after the first black guest in the history of the Hotel Albert noted that only one percent of its black population was registered to vote. The National Voting Rights Museum and Institute is now located here because of events at the Edmund Pettus Bridge, where demonstrators were beaten by police at the start of a march to Birmingham. For 10 points, name this Alabama town.

ANSWER: Selma
12. Naturally occurring ones in the body provide a mechanism for the storage of iron in the liver and spleen. In high pH soil they prevent the creation of ferric oxide, which keeps needed iron from plants by stopping the binding of a hydroxyl group to iron. One example of their namesake agents is EDTA, which prevents coagulation of stored blood by sequestering the calcium ions necessary for clotting. Resulting from the complexing of cations with organic compounds leading to a ring structure, for 10 points, what are these compounds in which a metal is bound in a pincer-like fashion, leading to its derivation from the Greek for “claw.”

ANSWER: chelates (KEE-lates)

13. This poem’s persona calls upon his addressee to “Come to the window, sweet is the night air!” However, his mournful tone is exemplified by the “grating roar/Of pebbles which the waves draw back, and fling . . . With tremulous cadence slow.” This eternal note of sadness, he says, was heard by Sophocles on the Aegean. Closing with the image of the lovers standing on a “darkling plain . . . Where ignorant armies clash by night,” is, for 10 points, what Matthew Arnold poem set at a seaside?

ANSWER: “Dover Beach”

14. Parts of it can be found as far away from the Yucatan as Raton Basin, Colorado. The two prevailing theories for the event that precipitated its formation are that a cataclysmic volcanic eruption occurred, or that a gigantic meteor struck the earth, forming the Chixculub crater. The clay that constitutes it was found to contain a high percentage of iridium by Luis and Walter Alvarez, supporting the meteor theory. For 10 points, what is this term given to the point in time between two eras of the Pharenzoic when all the dinosaurs and many other forms of life were exterminated?

ANSWER: K-T Boundary [or Cretaceous-Tertiary Boundary]

15. He published a series of devotional discourses entitled The Lilies of the Field and the Birds of the Air in the same year that he published two Ethico-Religious Treatises under the pseudonym H.H. His doctoral dissertation discussed Irony in the discourse of Socrates, and two years after defending it he published his first major work, subtitled “A Fragment of Life edited by Victor Eremita” along with another written under the pseudonym Johannes de Silentio. For 10 points, name this founder of Christian Existentialism and author of Either/Or and Fear and Trembling.

ANSWER: Søren Aabye Kierkegaard [or Johannes de Silentio before it is read; or Victor Eremita before it is read; or H.H. before it is read; or William Afham; or Frater Taciturnus; or Constantin Constantius; or Vigilius Haufniensis; or Nicolaus Notabene; or A.B.C.D E.F. Godthaab; or A.B.C.D.E.F. Rosenblad; or Inter et Inter; or Procul; or Captain Scipio; or Victor Eremita; or Judge William; or A.F.; or Hilarius Bookbinder; or Johannes Climacus; or Anti-Climacus; prompt on A; prompt on B]
16. This sect began in its modern form in 1901 in Topeka in a bible school led by Charles Fox Parham. Emphasizing an ecstatic visitation he called the “third blessing,” Parham founded a movement he called the Apostolic Faith, which has grown into a faith with over 400 million followers in churches like the Assemblies of God. Including “holiness” and “charismatic” subdenominations, for 10 points, what is this Christian faith that emphasizes speaking in tongues as another baptism?

Answer: Pentecostal
17. His affair with C.P. Snow’s future wife ended when this man married Caitlin Macnamara, whom he called “Betty Boop” in their extensive correspondence. At his death, he left unfinished the autobiographical Adventures in the Skin Trade. His prose includes 1953’s film script The Doctor and the Devils and the 1940 story collection, in satire of Joyce, A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Dog. Two of his most popular works were published after his death: the “play for voices” Under Milk Wood and the short story “A Child’s Christmas in Wales.” For 10 points, name this Welsh poet best known for the 1946 poem “Fern Hill” and the 1951 villanelle “Do Not Go Gentle Into That Good Night.”
ANSWER: Dylan Marlais Thomas
18. One of their distinctive characteristics is a phenomenon called torsion, in which one side of the visceral mass grows faster than the other during embryonic development and results in the anus being placed above the head in adult specimens. This class is divided into the subclasses Prosobranchia, Opsithobranchia, and Pulmonata, and the latter two are frequently hermaphroditic. Unlike bivalves or cephalopods, they always have radulae, and their most prominent feature, when it is present, is wrapped around the collumela. Including sea slugs and common snails, for 10 points, identify this class of mollusks so named for their foot.

ANSWER: Class Gastropoda [note: do not prompt on or accept “Molluska;” torsion only occurs in gastropods]

19. Wounded in a duel with John Cadwalader and believing himself about to die, he wrote a letter apologizing to his most famous rival. His resignation to Congress in protest of his passing-over for the position of major general was refused, and in its stead Congress gave him the promotion and made him the US Army’s first-ever inspector general. He is likely most known for writing “Heaven has been determined to save your Country; or a weak General and bad Councellors would have ruined it” in a letter addressed to Horatio Gates. For 10 points, name this Irish-French officer who tried to remove George Washington from command in a namesake Revolutionary War “cabal.”

ANSWER: Thomas Conway

20. Strychnine acts by blocking its receptors, and as a neurotransmitter, it is a co-agonist in the activation of NMDA receptors. Having such a small side chain, it is the only one of its type that can function internally in a collagen helix, and in the laboratory it can be obtained by reacting potassium phthalimide with ethyl chloroacetate. Because it has a second hydrogen at the alpha carbon, it is the only amino acid that is not optically active. Having chemical formula NH2CH2COOH, for 10 points, what is this simplest of the natural amino acids?

ANSWER: glycine
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1. Answer these questions about a composer for 10 points each.

[10] His visit to Spain in 1845 inspired the overtures Jota Aragonesa and Summer Night in Madrid, and other works include the symphonic poem Kamarinskaya and two operas. Name this Russian Composer.

ANSWER: Mikhail Glinka

[10] This Glinka opera centers around Ivan Susanin’s title sacrifice and celebrates the Romanov dynasty.

ANSWER: A Life for the Tsar or Жизнь за царя
[10] One of the title characters of this Glinka opera is carried off by the dwarf Chernomor, and the other title character goes after her.

ANSWER: Ruslan and Lyudmila

2. Answer the following about a religion and its practices for 10 points per part.

[10] This religion of Japan worships Kami.

ANSWER: Shintoism

[10] This text, translated as the Record of Ancient Matters, is one of the four fundamental works of Shintoism. Although Westerners like to assign holy books to every religion, no one in Japan really cared about this work until it was revived by Moto-ori Norinaga in the 18th century.

ANSWER: Kojiki
[10] Symbolized by the womb and diamond, this syncretic Shinto sect incorporated Shingon Buddhism and is the ancestor of the Shugendo, Watarai, and Yoshida denominations. It was the religion for which those cool temple complexes in medieval Japan were built.

ANSWER: Ryobu Shinto

3. Answer the following about the Bank War of the 1830s for 10 points each.

[10] The Second Bank of the U.S. was derisively called the “monster” of this director, a polymath who feuded with Andrew Jackson over the Bank’s existence.

ANSWER: Nicholas Biddle
[10] Andrew Jackson tried to appoint this man Secretary of the Treasury for the purpose of destroying the bank, but the Senate rejected the nomination. He later became Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, in which role he wrote the Dred Scott opinion.

ANSWER: Roger Brooke Taney
[10] The eighty-nine state-chartered banks controlled by Democratic client into which Jackson directed Taney to deposit the federal funds earned this nickname from his detractors.

ANSWER: “pet banks”

4. Identify these contemporary novelists for 10 points each.

[10] The story collection How We are Hungry is the latest work from this author of You Shall Know our Velocity! and A Heartbreaking Work of Staggering Genius.

ANSWER: Dave Eggers
[10] No Country for Old Men, coming this August, is the latest novel by this author of Blood Meridian and All the Pretty Horses. Chris Borglum adores him but Matt Weiner finds him terribly overrated!
ANSWER: Cormac McCarthy
[10] Saturday is the newest novel by this author who won a Booker Prize for Amsterdam.

ANSWER: Ian McEwen
5. Answer the following about George I of England for 10 points per part.

[10] George was the monarch who established this dynasty in England.

ANSWER: Hanoverian [prompt on Brunswick]

[10] George came to the throne because of this 1701 Parliamentary act establishing a non-Catholic-preferring order of succession.

ANSWER: Act of Settlement
[10] James Stuart, son of James I, who landed in Scotland in 1715 in hopes a Jacobite rebellion could topple George, was known by this two-word nickname.

ANSWER: Old Pretender
6. Identify these WB Yeats poems from lines for 10 points each.

[10] “Nine bean rows will I have there, a hive for the honey bee,/And live alone in the bee-loud glade.”

ANSWER: “The Lake Isle of Innisfree”

[10] “Turning and turning in the widening gyre/The falcon cannot hear the falconer”

ANSWER: “The Second Coming”

[10] “MacDonagh and MacBride/And Connolly and pearse/Now and in time to be,/Wherever green is worn,/Are changed, changed utterly:/A terrible beauty is born.”

ANSWER: “Easter 1916”

7. Name stuff about a certain cyclic hydrocarbon for 10 points per part.

[10] This cycloalkane has two main conformations: chair and boat.

ANSWER: cyclohexane

[10] Cyclohexane is this type of molecule which has the same atom-to-atom connections as the reference molecule but is non-superimposable on it.

ANSWER: stereoisomer

[10] The bowsprit interaction in the boat conformation is an example of the crowding of molecular substituents known as this.

ANSWER: steric hindrance
8. Answer the following about a dour German and his dour works for 10 dour points per part.

[10] This thinker vehemently disagreed with Hegel’s contention that reason was the basic force of the world, rather arguing that the basic force was will.

ANSWER: Arthur Schopenhauer
[10] Schopenhauer’s major work elucidating that idea is this 1819 tome connecting ideas from Kant, Plato, and Eastern mysticism.

ANSWER: The World as Will and Idea [or The World as Will and Representation; accept Die Welt als Wille und Vorstellung from Clever Hans]

[10] Schopenhauer’s last published work was this 1851 collection of essays and aphorisms including his observation that poets bring flowers while philosophers bring their quintessence.

ANSWER: Parerga and Paralipomena: Short Philosophical Essays
9. Answer the following about one of your organs for 10 points per part.

[10] This pouch-shaped organ stores bile that it receives from the liver.

ANSWER: gall bladder

[10] The gall bladder releases bile when needed into this duct which moves it to the common bile duct.

ANSWER: cystic duct

[10] The common bile duct conducts bile to this C-shaped part of the small intestine.

ANSWER: duodenum
10. Answer the following about some Senate Republican threat-mongering for 10 points per part.

[10] A filibuster in the senate can be broken by a 3/5 of the senate per this rule.

ANSWER: cloture
[10] Senate Republicans have threatened to change Senate rules to eliminate the filibuster, a threat that is so grave it has earned this common, two-word nickname.

ANSWER: “nuclear option”

[10] Ironically, the Democrats picked this West Virginia Senator to lead the pro-filibuster campaign. He read the Book of Genesis into the Congressional Record during a filibuster against the Civil Rights Act of 1964.

ANSWER: Robert Byrd
11. Stuff about a piece of legislation The Man has used to keep us workers down for 10 points each.

[10] Passed over Truman’s veto, this 1947 law allowed right-to-work laws and restricted many union activities.

ANSWER: Taft-Hartley Act or Labor-Management Relations Act

[10] The Taft-Hartley Act nullified much of the 1932 Federal Anti-Injunction Act, better known by this name, that of the bill’s sponsors, one of whom later earned more fame as a mayor of New York.

ANSWER: Norris-Laguardia Act

[10] This later 1962 act, officially called the Labor Management and Reporting Act, amended Taft-Hartley by regulating internal union affairs, especially regarding finances.

ANSWER: Landrum-Griffin Act

12. Answer the following about your pal the Midgard Serpent for 10 points per part.

[10] The creature was known by this name in Norse myth.

ANSWER: Jormungand
[10] Jormungand was the middle child of Loki and this giantess.

ANSWER: Angerboda
[10] While visiting Utgard, Thor lifted Jormungand nearly out of the ocean while under the illusion that he was lifting one of these land animals.

ANSWER: cat
13. Name the American authors of the following short stories for 10 points each.

[10] “Ethan Brand,” “The Great Carbuncle,” and “The Minister’s Black Veil”

ANSWER: Nathaniel Hawthorne
[10] “Shingles for the Lord,” “Centaur in Brass,” and “Barn Burning”

ANSWER: William Faulkner
[10] “Why Don’t You Dance?”; “So Much Water so Close to Home,” and “What We Talk About When We Talk About Love”

ANSWER: Raymond Carver
14. Identify the following concerning the painting Sunday Afternoon on the Island of La Grande Jatte (ZHATT) for 10 points each.

[10] This French Post-Impressionist artist created the painting.

ANSWER: Georges-Pierre Seurat
[10] The style of painting used for the work, it employs closely spaced dots of primary color to generate secondary colors.

ANSWER: pointillism [prompt on divisionism]

[10] The first act of this Stephen Sondheim musical deals with Seurat as he was creating the painting.

ANSWER: Sunday in the Park With George
15. Answer some questions about a particular type of radiation, for 10 points each.

[10] A pulsar’s magnetosphere accelerates electrons to near the speed of light, causing them to emit this type of radiation in a narrow beam along the direction of the poles.

ANSWER: synchrotron radiation

[10] The synchrotron radiation intensity peaks at an angle proportional to one over this factor, which is always bigger than one.

ANSWER: gamma [or the Lorentz factor, for pedants]

[10] The total power radiated by a charge due to synchrotron radiation can be calculated from this formula, which gives the power as proportional to the square of the acceleration times the square of the charge.

ANSWER: Larmor radiation formula

16. Name these original leaders of American colonies for 10 points each.

[10] George, Cecilius, Benedict, and other members of this family, titled Barons Baltimore, fought with the crown over the issue of Catholic toleration in their proprietary colony of Maryland.

ANSWER: Calvert

[10] This former Austrian army officer returned to his native land of England to lead a committee on prison reform. The experience sparked the idea of a debtor’s colony, which he founded as Georgia in 1733.

ANSWER: James Edward Oglethorpe
[10] This onetime governor of Newfoundland joined Maine founder Ferdinando Gorges to colonize northern New England. He was given land between the Merrimack and Kennebec rivers south of the Piscataqua, which became New Hampshire.

ANSWER: John Mason

17. Identify these exemplary works of the Latin American Boom in literature for 10 points each.

[10] Often considered the book that started it all, this Gabriel Garcia-Marquez novel focuses on the Buendia family and the town of Macondo.

ANSWER: One Hundred Years of Solitude [or A Hundred Years of Solitude; or Cien Anos de Soledad]

[10] This Carlos Fuentes book depicts Ambrose Bierce fighting and falling in love in Mexico after he disappeared from America.

ANSWER: The Old Gringo [or El Gringo Viejo]

[10] This Jose Donoso novel features the grotesquely deformed Boy, whose wealthy father builds a retreat for him populated with other physical freaks.

ANSWER: The Obscene Bird of Night [or El Obsceno Parajo de la Noche]

18. Fun with fluid mechanics! For 10 points each:

[10] These fundamental partial differential equations describe the flow of incompressible liquids.

ANSWER: Navier-Stokes equations

[10] This vector quantity, obtained by taking the curl of the velocity field, is the local component of rotation in a flow.

ANSWER: vorticity

[10] This type of flow can be obtained from the Navier-Stokes equations by assuming a viscous, incompressible fluid moving between two plates, one of which is being held stationary while the other is moving with a constant velocity.

ANSWER: Couette flow

19. Stuff about some hassles in Italy in the late Middle Ages for the stated number of points.

[5/5] For 5 each: In the twelfth century these two factions, one supporting papal power and the other imperial power, arose. The former later split into “black” and “white” groups in the cities of Italy.

ANSWER: Guelphs and Ghibelines
[10] The names Guelph and Ghibeline might have been first used during the Battle of Weinsberg, which was won by imperial forces led by this emperor, the son of Frederick of Swabia. He participated in the Second Crsuade and designated his nephew Frederick Barbarossa as heir.

ANSWER: Conrad III

[10] Conrad was the first member of this dynasty, originating as dukes of Swabia, to become Holy Roman Emperor.

ANSWER: Hohenstaufen [or Staufer]

20. Name the non-Lynyrd Skynyrd Southern Rock bands that recorded these “classics” for 10 points each.

[10] “Flirtin’ with Disaster” and “Gator Country” were recorded by this band, whose drummer can perform an unusual sex act according to Adam Sandler.

ANSWER: Molly Hatchet
[10] They quickly dissapeared after their hit “Green Grass and High Tides Forever.”

ANSWER: The Outlaws

[10] This ballistically named group penned “Wild Eyed Southern Boys” and “Hold on Loosely.”

ANSWER: .38 Special
Extra

Stuff about an Elizabethan writer for 10 points each:

[10] First, who wrote the plays Old Fortunatus and The Shoemaker’s Holiday?

ANSWER: Thomas Dekker
[10] Dekker, probably with John Marston, co-wrote Satiromastix, an attack on what contemporary who had mocked them in his “Poetaster”?

ANSWER: Ben Jonson
[10] Dekker’s biggest financial success came with this 1609 work, a satire on the courtesy books popular at the time, the name of which describes the rude books on paddles used by common people.

ANSWER: The Gull’s Hornbook
