Illinois Open Literature Tournament: Who is John Gallsworthy?
Writers: Andrew Hart, Dave Letzler, Dennis Jang, Rob Carson, Chris Borglum, Ted Gioia, Chris Ray, Quentin Roper

Packet Nine

He claimed that “cynicism is god” in this fractured age in an essay about “stories that either give our lives meaning or negate it with meaninglessness,” and he dubbed all storytellers poets in that essay collection, “A way of being free.”  Short story collections by this man include Stars of the New Curfew and one that contains a story about Anderson, Incidents at the Shrine.  His best-known work features an abiku boy who nearly dies so many times that his parents rename him after Lazarus, and who has such a crazy-ass encounter with a three-headed spirit that only a juju ritual can save him.  FTP, name this author who wrote about Azaro’s adventures with Yoruba spirits The Famished Road. 

ANSWER: Ben Okri (2) [AH] 

One of his poems asks his soul “Shall I be made/ A Sparkling Wildfire Shop” during a rain storm, and another inquires “For why?” a spider spins a web to catch a fly.  If you took the November ’05 and October ’07 Literature GRE, you had to identify his “Upon Wedlock and Death of Children” as well as a work that compares his corpse to a wicker cage where the bird of paradise eats the “fruit forbad,” the eighth of his 217 Preparatory Meditations.  Rediscovered when Thomas Johnson found his manuscripts at Yale in 1937, name this author of “Housewifery,” the only prominent colonial Metaphysical poet.
ANSWER: Edward Taylor (5) [DL]

In Orientalism, Edward Said contrasts this work’s positive treatment of Saladin with its scatologically-accurate depiction of Mohammed’s bisection.  The narrator of this work encounters the madman Phlyegas, the parodic hymnist Plutus, a blind man who asks if his poet son Guido is dead, and the general Farinata.   At age thirty-five, that narrator, awakes to find himself in the Dark Wood of Error in its first tercet, from whence he asks to be led to Peter’s grave and soon encounters a a stone reading “I am the way into the City of Woe…Abandon all hope ye who enter here.”  FTP, name this first part of the The Divine Comedy, where Virgil leads Dante through Hell.
ANSWER: Inferno (prompt on “Divine Comedy”)

After gaining immense knowledge, the speaker of this poem paid the toll of “infinite remorse of soul.”  The speaker displays an ability to change perspective near the beginning of this poem, when she looked until she could see the top of the sky.  The speaker questions whether she can touch the sky, leading her to attempt it and scream because “Infinity / Came down and settled over me.”  The speaker claims that she can push the grass apart and lay her fingers on God’s heart, and this work opens with the line “All I could see from where I stood / Was three long mountains and a wood.”  FTP, name this long early work of Edna St. Vincent Millay about communion with nature. 

ANSWER: Renascence (4) [AH] 

Linda Bree is the most notable scholar of this author’s works, who at the end of her life went to live with author Sarah Scott in a utopian community based on the novel Millenium Hall.  Her biographical work consists solely of The Lives of Cleopatra and Octavia, though she also notably translated Xenophon’s memoirs of Socrates.  The collective human emotional consciousness is the title character of her The Cry, and other novels include The History of the Countess of Dellwyn and The History of Ophelia.  The author of the first book written expressly for children, The Governess, she was best-known for a novel about the trials of Cynthia, Camilla, and the titular itinerant honest man.  The author of The Adventures of David Simple, this is FTP what friend of Samuel Richardson and sister to his rival, the author of Shamela. 

ANSWER: Sarah Fielding (6) [EK]

A minor character in this work is a pastor who regards people as contemptible sinners and breeds fine sheep.  Two female characters in this novel, a mother and her daughter, are described as having a cast in one eye.  The protagonist jumps on the back of a reindeer and rides it into a wintry river, and when he returns home, his wife Rosa is dead from childbirth but his infant Asta is still alive.  The protagonist worked for Bailiff Jon of Myri for eighteen years and marries the older Finna after Rosa’s death.  The protagonist’s futile attempt to build a new house after World War II causes him to go into debt.  FTP, name this work featuring the crofter Bjartur, a work set in Iceland by Halldor Laxness. 

ANSWER: Independent People or Sjafstoett Folk  (5) [AH] 

One character with this title and surname comes home covered in red liquid that his wife believes is blood, but it turns out to be the titular drug of that chapter, “Mercurochrome.”  That character is praying when he knocks his nose against the ground and precious gemstones fall out, and he sees his wife piecemail through a hole in a sheet.  Another character with this title and surname is dissuaded from seeking damages by Cecil Fielding after he takes three Englishwomen to the Marabar Caves.  FTP, name this common name and title of Saleem Sinai’s grandfather in Midnight’s Children and a character accused of rape by Adela Questing in A Passage to India, both of whom are Indian physicians. 

ANSWER: Doctor Aziz (2) (prompt on “Aziz”) [AH] 

One of the titular entities of this work is described as expressing the unity of “church and state, God and Man, Peace and War,” before claiming that it “solved the whole problem of the universe.”  Another section of this work claims that it is a reprieve of ten minutes “to accustom our eyes to the light.”  The author’s preface to this work claimed that its tone should be like an uncle giving a tour to his niece, and a chapter in this work on “The Three Queens” talks about Eleanor, Mary of Champagne, and Blanche.  The titular entities are contrasted as masculine and feminine, Norman and French, and essentially twelfth- and thirteenth-century.  FTP, name this essay that the author intended to be read alongside an autobiography describing his “Education,” a work about two medieval buildings by Henry Adams. 

ANSWER: “Mont-Saint Michel and Chartres: A Study of Thirteenth Century Unity” (5) [AH] 

The British economist Mitchell pretends to have sway over international financial contributions in this novel, but is nevertheless admired by the journalist Karkov.  The protagonist of this novel sends a character with a dispatch for General Golz, but Andre Marty delays that communiqué. A character who shrugs away killing men to steal their horses enrages the protagonist, but he cannot kill him because the miscreant knows the road to safety.  A gentle old man named Anselmo is killed by a steel shard while accomplishing the central feat of this novel, which is accomplished via hand grenades after Pablo steals and loses the detonators.  FTP, name this novel in which Maria lives on after Robert Jordan blows up a bridge, by Ernest Hemingway. 

ANSWER: For Whom the Bell Tolls (1) [AH] 

An old man tells this character to listen for a funny noise emanating from a statue of a stone bull, but the codger smacks this character’s head against the statue instead.  This character’s father was forced into the army after he was caught stealing flour, and he was killed in battle after he became a mule driver for a gentleman soldier.  This character steals wine from his master by drilling a hole in the bottle and putting his mouth underneath it, and he filches bread from a priest by obtaining a key and making rat-holes.  This character worked for a fraudulent indulgence-seller before a set of new clothes earns him lifelong wealth in a government position, and at the end of the novel in which he appears, he fathers a baby girl.  FTP, name this title character of what is widely regarded as the first picaresque, whose author is unknown. 

ANSWER: El Lazarillo de Tormes (accept La Vida de Lazarillo de Tormes y de sus fortunas y adversidades) (2) [AH] 

In an excised scene of this work, one character insists he will not be imprisoned in the suburbs for having dined in the West End, after Mr. Grisby gives him a 762-pound bill.  Another character claims to have written a three-volume novel and insists that Fiction means the good end happily and the bad unhappily to her pupil, who by Act III calls one character “sister,” but only after calling her” many other things first.”  The aforementioned novel had been lost by Miss Prism in the Victoria station along with a handbag bearing General Moncrieff’s son, leading to Jack’s shock upon consulting with Lady Bracknell that he has been telling the truth about his title name all along.  FTP, name this play by Oscar Wilde.

ANSWER: The Importance of Being Earnest (1) [DL]

The protagonist implies that a remodeling project will virtually incarcerate his wife, looks forward to the completion of a pool at his home, and buys a suede handbag, a car, and a cat’s-eye ring to bribe his love interest. The neuralgia in his left hand cannot be cured via spinal tap, and he feigns pain that distresses six-year-old Keisuke.  The protagonist schemes to have a woman’s footprint appear in the form of the Buddha on his tomb, though she is also having an affair with Haruhisa, and anticipates and finally takes a trip to Kyoto to arrange his burial.  The protagonist’s son Jokichi is married to that woman, Satsuko, who is seducing her 77-year-old father-in-law.  FTP, name this work centering on titular geriatric Tokusuke Utsugi, a novel by Junichiro Tanizaki. 

ANSWER: Diary of a Mad Old Man or Futen rojin nikki (5) [AH] 

The main character of this work goes to a cousin named Gertrude in a desperate moment, and this novel contains a “poet of passion” named Ned.  The protagonist of this work comes into possession of love letters that a wealthy man’s wife has sent to another man, and considers leveraging them into marriage with the rich man.  That character also considers proposals from the wealthy Jew Simon Rosedale, who will use her to gain social position, and she writes two checks at the novel’s end.  She owes $8000 to Gus Trenor that he originally claimed were return on an investment but was actually a gift with the expected return of sexual favors.  FTP, name this book about Lawrence Seldon and Lily Bart, by Edith Wharton. 

ANSWER: The House of Mirth (2) [AH] 

One of his novels quotes the Jules Supervielle poem “The Adjacent Room” and is largely a long conversation between the narrator and a Parisian aristocrat, the Comte de Branly.  In another of his novels, he included newspaper articles and contradictory flashbacks about a night in which the Monks and Franz are encountered by Elizabeth and Javier at Cholula.  In addition to Distant Relations and A Change of Skin, he wrote a novel that features the time-travelling Pollo Phoibee, who transforms into a son of Philip II of Spain.  He wrote a historical novel about the Pancho Villa-seeking Ambrose Bierce, while in another of his novels, the title tycoon hallucinates about the Mexican revolution on his deathbed.  FTP, name this author of Aura, The Old Gringo, and The Death of Artemio Cruz. 

ANSWER: Carlos Fuentes Macías (1) [AH] 

This author describes “A troop of Echoes whose sweet duty / Was but to sing,…The wit and wisdom of their king.” This author wrote of angels who “affirm / That the play is the tragedy, ‘Man,’ / and its hero” the titular creature. He claimed, “Here once through an alley Titanic, / of cypress, I roamed with my soul,” and he exalted “Science! true daughter of Old Time thou art!” One of his speakers dreamed “dreams no mortals ever dared to dream before,” and one of his best-known poems describes a homecoming “To the glory that was Greece / And the grandeur that was Rome.” FTP, name this poet who described a locale “Over the mountains / of the moon,” a maiden “In a kingdom by the sea,” and the “tintinnabulation” of certain devices. 

ANSWER: Edgar Allan Poe (2) [AH]

Those killed by the protagonist of this work include a one-time traveling companion and vagrant named Viktor, who he kills in self-defense, and a man who attempted to rape his female companion Lene, who herself would later die of the plague. While studying under Master Niklaus, the protagonist creates a statue of Saint John based on the man he idolizes, who later gives him a workshop at an abbey where he can continue his art. Earlier, that man helped the protagonist leave the Mariabronn cloister after a kiss from a village girl gave him the desire to search for the meaning of life. This is FTP which novel, named for a teacher and an ex-monk, a work of Hermann Hesse? 

ANSWER: Narcissus and Goldmund (accept Death and the Lover or Narziss und Goldmund) (4) [RC] 
One character in this novel sells her necklace to finance playing roulette only to have it returned to her by an anonymous admirer. The banker Joseph Kalonymos helps the title character learn about his family’s past, and Herr Julius Klesmer serves as the music tutor at Quetcham Hall. Henry Gascoigne is at the height of society in Pennicote and the title character helps win a scholarship for Hans Meyrick. The title character is the son of Sir Hugo Mallinger, and Henleigh Grandcourt leaves more money in his inheritance to his mistress than his wife Gwendolen Harleth, who loves the title character. FTP, name this novel in which the Jewish singer Mirah Lapidoth ultimately marries the title character, written by George Eliot novel.
ANSWER: Daniel Deronda (3) [TG] 

A black-bearded captain in this work invests in some of the protagonist’s creations, claiming that they will be his daughter’s “dot.”  At the end of this work, one character tells Mr. Van Busche Taylor about her Bakst cushions, after which she tells the narrator about her daughter, now Mrs. Ronaldson. The narrator had just returned from a trip where he talked to Dr. Coutras and Tiare, who had met the protagonist after he had left Paris. There, his lover, Blanche, committed suicide by swallowing oxalic acid, much to the chagrin of Dirk Stroeve, who had helped the protagonist change his career from that of a stockbroker in England to that of an artist. Dying of leprosy on Tahiti while painting on the walls of his bungalow is Charles Strickland, whose life is detailed in, FTP, which novel by W. Somerset Maugham?
ANSWER:  The Moon and Sixpence (2) [DJ]
