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Packet Eight
Edmund White’s The Beautiful Room is Empty takes its name from a letter this man wrote to Milena Jesenska.  One of his stories discusses the mythic belief in the Chinese empire in small towns, “The Great Wall of China,” while another concerns a man who dies in the Black Forest but is left on Earth by the pilot of his death ship, “The Hunter Gracchus.”  More famous are a story where an ape finds a “way out” onto the variety stage and one where an unnamed officer shows an explorer a Harrow that cuts the name of a criminal’s crime into his skin, and then must lie in it himself.  FTP, name this author of “Report to an Academy” and “In the Penal Colony,” as well as The Trial.
ANSWER: Franz Kafka (3) [DL] 

This character, in the guise of Jarl van Hoother during the Prankqueen section, is dumbfounded by the riddle “why do I am alook alike a poss of porterpease?” by his daughter in the guise of Iseult la Belle. This self-described “homogenius” is a “humile, commune, and ensectuous” man, who “haveth childers everywhere” and whose description as a hod carrier near “Howth Castle and environs” allows him to stand in for all builders in human history. Father of Shem and Shaun and husband of Anna Livia Plurabelle, FTP name this persona-shifting quasi-protagonist of Finnegan’s Wake. 

ANSWER: Humphrey Chimpden Earwicker (accept HCE) (3) [CB] 

In its first speech, the protagonist declares that only four things have made him happy, one of which is the play Theognis and another of which was a poor singer performing an Orthian chant; soon after, he is unable to understand a message sent by Pseudo-Artabas. Towards its end, its protagonist and Lamachus make parallel demands for war preparations and dinner in the market, where Nicharus arrests a Boetian for trying to burn the boatyard and a Megarian tradesman tries to sell babies by pretending they are pigs.  Before the market is opened, Dicaepolis enlists the help of Euripides to fend off the charcoal-selling title characters after he declares a private peace with Sparta.  FTP, name this first extant play by Aristophanes. 

ANSWER: The Acharnians (Akharneĩs) (5) [DL] 

He wrote about a funny-named character who says “Merciful!” before dying of heart failure, and that character had previously survived a shipwreck and married the title character of the story.  In another one of this man’s stories, the title character is mugged by a student who wants to rid Naples of the aristocracy as a part of the Camorra.  In addition to “Amy Foster” and “Il Conde,” this man wrote a story in which Leggatt and the sea captain who shelters him bear an uncanny resemblance to each other, “The Secret Sharer.”  Other characters in this man’s works include Charles Gould, Mr. Verloc, and Kurtz.  FTP, name this author of The Secret Agent, Nostromo, and Heart of Darkness. 

ANSWER: Joseph Conrad (pistol-whip anyone giving the Polish name) (1) [AH] 

At the end of one of his novels, a man is shot by a sniper and dies on his son’s grave; that novel is set on a titular peak and features Gabriel and Stephan Bagradian, Armenian patriots trying to stave off the advancing Turks.  In addition to The Forty Days of Musa Dagh, this man penned a work in which Mirko dies while attacking Juvan, and the central couple has a child that grew up in a shed and turned into an animal-like monster that walks on all fours.  He also wrote a work in which the title character is believed after roses bloom in a cave, a work that also contains minor characters like Marie Therese and Dean Peyramale.  FTP, name this author of Goat Song as well as a work set in Lourdes, the Song of Bernadette. 

ANSWER: Franz Werfel (2) [AH] 

The protagonist of this work sneaks into his mistress’s bedroom, but she flees and he accidentally sleeps with her stepdaughter, after which writes a poem calling sex “[tying] the reeds” and questions “on what would I hang this dewy complaint?”  The protagonist carries on an affair with a woman he calls his “broom tree,” despite a marriage to a woman four years his elder, the daughter of the Minister of the Left.  The protagonist falls into great favor for dancing the “Waves of the Blue Sea” at a festival, but he braces for scandal after impregnating his father’s concubine Fujitsubo.  This novel features such chapters as chapters such as “A Wreath of Cloud” and “The Bridge of Dreams.”  FTP, name this novel in which an orphaned girl sharing the author’s name becomes the protagonist’s wife after Princess Aoi dies in childbirth, a work of Murasaki Shikibu. 

ANSWER: The Tale of Genji or Genji Monogatan or Genji monogatari (1) [AH]

She quarrels with Mrs. Cadwallader over her father’s run for Parliament and over her beloved’s visits to Rosamond.  The opening and ending of the work in which she appears compares her to Bernini’s Ecstasy of St. Teresa, which she sees in Rome and discusses with Naumann. The dream of this woman, who spurns all jewelry, is to build cottages for the laborers of the title town, though she ends up too busy assisting research on The Key to All Mythologies .  She is pursed by Sir James Chettam, but he marries her sister Celia after she weds Rev. Edward Casuabon, whose will threatens to disinherit her if she marries Will Ladislaw.  FTP, name this heroine of Middlemarch.
ANSWER: Dorothea Brooke (2) [DL] 

Victoria Guzman holds a grudge against the protagonist of this work, probably because he has a penchant for grabbing her daughter Divina by the vagina.  A stranger to the central town sees a woman carrying artificial flowers with her mother, and he buys up all the raffle tickets in the town to win her a music box.  The protagonist cavorts with Cristo Bedoyan and spends some quality time with the family of his betrothed, Flora Miguel.  Bayardo San Roman brings Angela Vicario to her mother Purisima on their wedding night in this novel, and Santiago Nasar is fingered as Angela’s “perpetrator,” causing her twin brothers to grab knives and seek him out.  FTP, name this novel in which the entire town is aware of the murder plot but does nothing, a work of Gabriel Garcia Marquez. 

ANSWER: Chronicle of a Death Foretold or Cronica de una muerte anunciada (3) [AH] 

This person claimed that “I cannot guess / What I can use an empty heart-cup for” in a poem that claims to be a “sonnet-ballad.”  This author claimed “You remember the children you got that you did not get” in a poem that claims “Abortions will not let you forget,” “The Mother.”  A pair of boxing legends inspired this poet’s Black Steel, while a notable collection is Bronzeville Boys and Girls.  The titular poem of another collection by this author claims that for “this old yellow pair,” “Dinner is a casual affair.”  That collection, The Bean Eaters, contains a poem about “Seven at the Golden Shovel” who “jazz june.”  FTP, name this black Chicago poet of Annie Allen, Maud Martha, and “We Real Cool.” 

ANSWER: Gwendolyn Elizabeth Brooks (2) [AH] 

This novel’s protagonist hates the town of Taman, and he believes that a crippled body means a crippled soul.  The protagonist witnesses a strange rendezvous on a beach which turns out to be a smuggling operation, and he buys a Persian rug and uses it for his horse to spite a former love interest.  Early on in this novel, a bandit’s horse is stolen and exchanged for the hand of a prince’s daughter, but the bandit Kazbich kidnaps Bela and stabs her before fleeing.  The protagonist sees Vulich press a gun to his head and pull the trigger, but it misfires, and Vulich is later killed by an angry Cossack in the street.  In a climactic scene, the protagonist shoots Grushnitski during a duel and that man plummets over a precipice into the sea.  FTP, name this novel starring Maksim Maksimich and Gregoriy Pechorin, a work of Mikhail Lermontov. 

ANSWER: A Hero of Our Time (2) [AH] 

Early on in the work in which she appears, she notes that her uncle saw Mercy naked, and it is revealed that she drank chicken’s blood.  She mocks another character for standing by his “cold, sniveling wife,” and this character runs away after robbing her guardian, presumably to become a prostitute in Boston.  Despite the fact that she told another character it was merely “sport,” the histrionics of this niece of Samuel Parris subvert Mary Warren’s recantation.  The first to accuse Tituba of witchcraft, FTP, name this girl who accuses Elizabeth of playing with poppets, a character with whom John Proctor has an affair in The Crucible. 

ANSWER: Abigail Williams (accept either) (3) [AH] 

In one of this man’s works, the female protagonist offers a man nicknamed “Hard Luck” ten gold pieces to solicit a prostitute, but that man vows to invest in oil trading instead.  This man wrote of the military strategy of filling metal tubes with bees and gunpowder, the bees to sting the enemy and the gunpowder to blow them up if they try to burn the bees, and he dubs art “something that exists in the slender margin between the real and the unreal” in a quotation in Souvenirs of Naniwa.  In addition to The Uprooted Pine, he wrote a work that features a counselor named Go Sankei and ends with Emperor Eiryaku’s coronation, and his most famous play ends with the deaths of O Hatsu and Tokubei.  FTP, name this playwright of The Battles of Coxinga, and the Love Suicides plays, a master of the bunraku and kabuki theater. 

ANSWER: Chikamatsu Monzaemon or Sugimori Nobumori (accept either, accept in reverse order, prompt on given name) (4) [AH]

In the second act of the play in which this character appears, she claims to have 26 siblings, after which she sings “Ave Maria” while bathed in blue light.  Her lecture in the first act of the play is often interrupted by personal digressions and requests of the seven-year-old Thomas to bring water and cookies.  At the play’s end, this character forces Aloysius to read catechism questions at gunpoint, ignoring his repeated requests to urinate.  Previously, this character had killed a gay man named Gary Sullavan because he had “cleansed his soul” at confession, and also shot and killed a woman who had undergone two abortions and became combative about this character’s parochial school teaching method, Diane Symonds.  FTP, name this title character, a nun who “explains it all for you” in a work by Christopher Durang. 

ANSWER: Sister Mary Ignatius (Explains It All for You) (6) [AH] 

The speaker notes that the “glebe cow drooled,” “the mouse let fall the altar-crumb,” and the worms “drew back.” One character quips that the nations are mad hatters striving to make “Red war yet redder.” The speaker overhears someone questioning, “Will the world ever saner be, than when He sent us under in our indifferent century!” and Parson Thirdly wishes he had stuck to pipes and beer “instead of preaching forty year.” The title phenomenon disturbs the hour as far away as Camelot, Stourton Tower, and “starlit Stonehenge.” The speaker “thought that it was the Judgment-Day” but the din was actually great guns that “shook our coffins as we lay.” FTP, name this poem about naval exercises on the eve of World War I by Thomas Hardy. 

ANSWER: “Channel Firing” (4) [AH] 

One of these is the title object of a short story that Marini is fixated on, but he dies in a plane crash before he can ever visit it.  In addition to featuring in the title of that work about one called Xiros by Cortazar, this word pluralized is contained in the title of a novel in which a painter named Thomas Hudson dies hunting for a German sub in its third section “At Sea;” that work also features the sections “Cuba” and “Bimini” and was reconstructed from Hemingway’s manuscripts.  Another work with this word in its title features a stereotypical Irishman named Matt Haffigan, who joins Tom Broadbent to develop land in Rosscullen; that work is titled after John Bull’s “other” one of these, and a “mysterious” one titles Verne's follow-up to 20,000 Leagues Under the Sea.  FTP, name these geographic entities in literature like the one “of Doctor Moreau” in a Wells story. 

ANSWER: islands (not isles) (2) [AH] 

Its seventh section describes a slave auction, and claims “whatever the bids of the bidders they cannot be high enough for it,” while the third describes “a common farmer, the father of five sons” who “drank water only, the blood show’d like scarlet.”  This poem, which appears after “From Pent-Up Aching Rivers” as the third part of the “Children of Adam” cluster, declares “to be with those I like is enough,” and ends with a catalogue of the parts of the title thing, including “Hips, hip-sockets, hip-strength, inward and outward round” before identifying them with the soul.  FTP, name this poem proclaiming the perfection of the male and female forms, one of the original poems of Leaves of Grass, by Walt Whitman. 

ANSWER: “I Sing the Body Electric” (2) [DL] 

His friends realize they are "tied to" this character after one of them takes a bite out of a turnip when he wants a carrot. The arrival of a character whose name means nothing to them allows a character to recall a family called Gozzo, whose mother had the clap, but after that character leaves with his servant, one of this white-bearded character's workers, the Boy, arrives to tell the two protagonists that he will not arrive this evening, but surely tomorrow. After the reappearance of Lucky and Pozzo in Act Two, the protagonists agree to hang themselves the next day if this character does not arrive. FTP, identify this man of a Samuel Beckett play for whom Vladimir and Estragon are waiting.
ANSWER: Godot (1) [DJ] 

In the first piece collected in this work Matthew Arnold is labeled a “propagandist” and Coleridge is designated the greatest of English critics, and maybe the last. The tragedy A Very Woman is called “very dreary” in the section titled for its author, Philip Massinger, while in another section readers are told that Goethe found in Hamlet a Werther while Coleridge found in Hamlet a Coleridge. In its most famous essay the author says that one can obtain the title concept only through “great labour,” by writing “with a feeling that the whole of the literature of Europe from Homer and . . . the literature of his own country . . . composes a simultaneous order.” This line comes from the essay “Tradition and the Individual Talent,” collected in, FTP, what book of criticism by T.S. Eliot? 

ANSWER: The Sacred Wood (4) [CB]

