Illinois Open Literature Tournament: Who is John Gallsworthy?
Writers: Andrew Hart, Dave Letzler, Dennis Jang, Rob Carson, Chris Borglum, Ted Gioia, Chris Ray, Quentin Roper
Packet Six
The speaker is in his “nineteenth autumn” and notes entities that “scatter wheeling in great broken rings.” It is the title poem of a collection containing “On being asked for a War Poem” and another poem that begins, “Bald heads forgetful of their sins,” “The Scholars.” The speaker laments that his heart is sore because “All’s changed” since he first heard the bell-beat of the wings of the title creatures. At its end, the speaker questions by what lake’s edge those title creatures will “Delight men’s eyes, when [he] awake[s] some day / To find they have flown away.” FTP, name this poem that begins “The trees are in their autumn beauty” and describes “Nine and fifty” of the title birds, a work of William Butler Yeats. 

ANSWER: “The Wild Swans at Coole” (5) [AH] 

The protagonist behaves erratically while thinking about writing, including an episode in which he accosts two ladies in the street, causing one to take note.  He dubs that woman Ylajali, and kisses her veiled face under a streetlight in a later scene.  After an encounter with a beggar, the narrator pawns his vest at an unfamiliar pawnshop and gives the money to the beggar.  The protagonist earns ten crowns from selling a newspaper article, but he remains destitute and boards a ship bound for England as the novel closes.  FTP, name this work in which the unnamed narrator mistakenly receives nearly five crowns for pawning a candle and uses it to alleviate the title condition, a work of Knut Hamsun. 

ANSWER: Hunger or Sult (3) [AH] 

The speaker remembers attempting to “secure” the title figure as a barefooted child, but “It wrinkled and was gone.”  The title figure prefers a “boggy acre, / A floor too cool for corn,” and this poem describes a “spotted shaft” that divides certain plants “as with a comb.”  The speaker claims “cordiality” with “nature’s people” yet claims that the title thing causes her to breathe tightly “And zero at the bone.”  The title entity is compared to a “whip-lash / Unbraiding in the sun” and is said to “occasionally ride.”  FTP, name this poem about snakes, a six-stanza work of Emily Dickinson. 

ANSWER: “A Narrow Fellow in the Grass” (4) [AH] 

One character in this work first appears dressed as a Freudian psychoanalyst carrying four plastic bags and confesses that he’s been in 15 loony bins. The climax occurs with three characters handcuffed to a boiler, and the first act ends with an alternate history of the title event which culminates with the Superintendent singing a song. A character wearing an outrageous disguise of wooden limbs and a glass eye assists left-wing journalist Maria Feletti in an investigation of the title event. It ends with the audience presented the choice to either kill police inspectors Bertozzo and Pissani, or to allow them to murder the Maniac. FTP, name this play in which the title radical was thrown from a police station window, a work of Dario Fo. 

ANSWER: Accidental Death of an Anarchist or Morte accidentale di un anarchico (5) [AH] 

As a youth, he wanted to pursue a career in poetry but failed. Nurtured by his uncle Thomas as a young boy, he found the inspiration for his future career in navigation in that uncle’s library. While his ship is stuck fast in ice on a journey to the North Pole, he encounters a doctor weakened by exposure, who, before his death, tells him the story that makes up the majority of the work he appears in. At that work’s end, another prominent character states that the doctor deserved his punishment, having committed the crime of creating “a man without love, friend, or soul.” FTP, identify this character from Frankenstein, whose letters to his sister begin that novel. 

ANSWER: Robert Walton (accept either) (4) [AH] 

He described “Howl” as “profoundly Jewish in temper” in a piece for the New York Times Book Review entitled “West Coast Rhythms.” He saw “Space travel as instinctive will / to solve our unredeemed problems in the heavens,” in “Sanders Theater,” while “Dam Neck, Virginia” and “World War” are poems inspired by his military service. At the end of one poem, he thinks of China, Greece, Alexander in his tent, Montaigne in his tower, and St. Theresa in her wild lament after failing to find a bleached animal skeleton. In another, this poet wonders why the title action doesn’t “rouse God to relent” and questions, “Was man made stupid to see his own stupidity?” FTP, name this American poet of “The Groundhog” and “The Fury of Aerial Bombardment.” 

ANSWER: Richard Ghormley Eberhart (6) [AH] 

He shoots a man who stutters that “The trouble with the Engenglish is that their hiss hiss history happened overseas, so they dodo don’t know what it means,” named Whisky Sisodia.  This man has a disturbing vision in which Ayesha is told to lead a group of pilgrims over the sea, but the sea fails to part and many drown.  This man’s lover is a mountain climber named Alleluia Cone, whom he eventually pushes off of the Everest Villas roof where Rekha Merchant killed her children and herself.  He flaps his arms while Saladin Chamcha clings to him to miraculously survive the explosion of an Air India jet destroyed by Sikh terrorists.  FTP, name this protagonist whose story parallels that of a similarly named archangel in The Satanic Verses. 

ANSWER: Gibreel Farishta (accept either) or Ismail Najruddin (accept either) (3) [AH] 

The last chapter of Erich Auerbach’s Mimesis, “The Brown Stocking,” is devoted to this work.  The sixth chapter of its last section is a bracketed description of Macalister’s son cutting a square into a fish, while in its first part, the central character rails against the English dairy system after Bankes suggests they drink coffee and pities Charles for not being as attractive as Paul Rayley, who later marries Minta Doyle.  Though the war in its middle section makes Augustus Carmichael’s poetry more popular, it also results in the death of that character’s son Andrew; she also dies suddenly.  Its first section ends with that character silently telling her philospher husband James that it will be too wet to row to the title structure.  FTP, name this work about the Ramsays, by Virginia Woolf.  

ANSWER: To the Lighthouse (1) [DL] 

The city in which this work is set is contrasted with a “dowager” capital, and it claims that during the early summer, that city experiences “white nights.”  The protagonist of this work laments that God doesn’t grant him “better brains and pay” and thinks of lazy folks who are gifted and “lived easy and lightly.”  The protagonist is saved by two sentry lions, but he worries about the plight of those on a little island.  The protagonist is finally found dead in the threshold of a little house, and that “crazy hero” is quickly buried on the spot.  FTP, name this poem in which Evgeny’s beloved Parasha is probably wiped away by a flood of the Neva, a work featuring a statue of Peter the Great by Alex Pushkin. 

ANSWER: The Bronze Horseman (2) [AH] 

This novel’s epigraph talks about “morbid symptoms” and is taken from Gramsci’s Prison Notebooks.  One character in this work plays with kittens with her friend Nyiko, but her mother drowns the kittens in a bucket of water instead of finding them a home.  One character shoots two boars while hunting with Daniel, who eventually leaves to join some revolutionaries and steals a small shotgun.  The title character’s name is alternately Mwawate, who learns to drive the family’s small bakkie truck, and he symbolically takes its keys.  At this novel’s end, Maureen runs towards a helicopter, abandoning her children Gina, Victor, and Royce, and her husband Bamford.  FTP, name this work in which the Smales family is protected by their servant during a South African rebellion, a novel by Nadine Gordimer. 

ANSWER: July’s People (2) [AH] 

One section of this work describes how Rolt takes credit for Akenside’s “Pleasures of the Imagination” after its central figure writes a preface for the former.  After first encountering that figure at dinner with Thomas Davies, this work calls his apartment “sufficiently uncouth.”  Among the letters it prints is one where that figure criticizes his black servant for going to sea, as a ship is “jail with the possibility of drowning,” and a scandalous 1755 one to Chesterfield that describes a patron as “one who looks with unconcern on a man struggling for life in the water.” Other witticisms include “He is not only dull himself, but the cause of dullness in others,” and “Patriotism is the last refuge of a scoundrel.”  FTP, name this 1791 biography about the author of Rasselas, by James Boswell.

ANSWER: The Life of Johnson (2) [DL] 

One story titled for one of these takes place in Ike-no-o, where a Buddhist monk meets disapproval when he has his shortened.  The title character of another work suggests De Guiche mock his own by saying “when it bleeds, the red sea!”  Book IV of Tristram Shandy begins with the tale of a man with a very large one, Slawkenbergius; earlier, Dr. Slop had crushed Tristram’s during labor.  One character is told that he has dynasties in his, and Shiva’s knees are contrasted with this part of Saleem Sinai in Midnight’s Children.  Another appears in a barber’s bread and has a successful career in civil service before Assessor Kovalyov retrieves it.  FTP, name this part of anatomy that titles stories by Akutagawa and Gogol, a large one of which is possessed by Cyrano de Bergerac.  

ANSWER: nose (1) [DL] 

One character in this work is replaced in his job by Jake Latta and is rivals with a lesbian voice teacher named Miss Fellowes.  That character took revenge on his mother for catching him masturbating by preaching blasphemous sermons, and he uses “swimming to China” as a euphemism for suicide.  A character in this work is a 97-year-old writer who dies at the work’s end after completing his last poem, and another character seduces then turns away the seventeen-year-old Charlotte.  This work’s protagonist is widowed after he husband dies from a fishhook wound, and she hopes that her old friend Larry Shannon will end her need to sexually service her bellhops.  FTP, name this play in which characters like Nonno and Hannah Jelkes converge in the hotel of Maxine Faulk, a work of Tennessee Williams that takes its name from a tied-up lizard. 

ANSWER: The Night of the Iguana (3) [AH] 

He boasts of killing Phaeocomes, Chthonius and Teleboas at the Lapith wedding and of his hand-to-hand victory over Ereuthalion. Though not Orpheus, his wife is named Eurydice, and his son Antilochus wins the chariot race at the funeral games.  This son of Neleus and Chloris himself leads the Pylians in a chariot, earning the epithet “Gerenian horseman,” but more centrally tries to persuade reconciliation between Achilles and Agamemnon.  FTP, name this man who constantly tells the Achaens how much he could have kicked their asses in his day, who Telemachus meets in the second book of the Odyssey, the chief Greek strategist at Troy. 

ANSWER: Nestor (2) [DL] 

Samuel Pordage and Elkanah Settle wrote three verse replies to this work, whose second part, excepting the sections about Og and Doeg, was likely written by Nahum Tate.  Its opening refers to the time “Before polygamy was made a sin,” which was useful because queen Michal was “a soil ungrateful to the tiller’s care.”  One of the title characters is compared to “A daring pilot in extremity” for his risk-taking during peacetime; he, along with Zimri, leads the other astray until the king’s final monologue proclaims to them “Votes shall no more established power control” and regrets having to draw "the sword of justice" against his son. FTP, name this poem about the Popish Plot that allegorizes Monmouth and Shaftesbury as the son of David and his advisor, by John Dryden.   
ANSWER: Absalom and Achitophel (2) [DL] 

One work by this man was produced to celebrate the re-founding of its title location by King Hiero; that play, now lost, featured the nymph Thaleia being swallowed by the earth, which then gave birth to the Palikoi. Another work, the first member of a trilogy which also included The Egyptians, features King Pelasgus of Argos protecting the daughters of Danaus from a forced marriage. In addition to Women of Aetna and The Suppliants, this man produced a play based on the battle of Salamis, The Persians, while forces led by Eteocles and Polyneices square off in his Seven Against Thebes. The winner of the contest in the underworld in Aristophanes’s The Frogs, FTP, name this Greek playwright, also famous for writing Prometheus Bound and the Oresteia. 

ANSWER: Aeschylus (1) [RC]

This author introduced his motif of “those who can talk but cannot act” in two stories depicting dialogues between famous philosophers, “Leaving the Pass” and “Resurrecting the Dead.”  Time spent at medical school inspired an attempt to reconcile Darwinian thought with his nation's history, “Gathering Vetch,” as well the essay “Mr. Fujino,” which appears in Dawn Blossoms Plucked at Dusk.  One of his better-known works depicts an alcoholic failed student who refuses to enter the working class, while another protagonist takes pleasure at being shitkicked by an important official and later molests a nun.  In addition to “Kong Yiji,” this writer responded to Ibsen with After Nora Left, while his most famous work denounced feudalism by focusing on the titular character's fear of cannibalism.  Publishing A Call to Arms and becoming a symbol of the May Fourth Movement, FTP, identify this author of A Madman's Diary and “The True Story of Ah Q,” considered by many the father of modern Chinese  literature. 

ANSWER: Lu Xun or Lu Hsun or Zhou Shuren (5) [CR]

This character observes a girl who refuses to repeat a catechism, but he stands idly by while another makes excuses for the girl.  This character is picking herbs when he holds a conversation that leads two other characters plotting to run away on Election Day.  This character’s shoulders are described as uneven, and he claims that he spent a year living with the Indians, after which he remains in the central location to practice medicine.  He laughs maniacally when he finally views a symbol etched into another character’s skin, and he later observes that character and his wife standing together on a scaffold.  FTP, name this tormentor of Reverend Dimmsdale, the husband of Hester Prynne in Hawthorne’s The Scarlet Letter. 

ANSWER: Roger Chillingworth (prompt on “Mr. Prynne”) (2) [AH] 

