Illinois Open Literature Tournament: Who is John Gallsworthy?
Writers: Andrew Hart, Dave Letzler, Dennis Jang, Rob Carson, Chris Borglum, Ted Gioia, Chris Ray, Quentin Roper


Packet Three
Wayne Booth uses the authorial voices of this writer’s five novels to demonstrate the need for the term “implied author.”  In one of those works, Miss Matthews seduces William Booth, though his title wife remains faithful, and in another he claims that greatness consists of bringing mischief to men, while goodness consists of removing it, in using the former to describe its title character.  In his most famous work, set during the ’45 rebellion, the title character beats Northerton for attempting to rape Mrs. Waters, whom he sleeps with before hearing, and refuting, the rumor that she’s his mother Jenny; this happens just before he supplants Blifil as the heir to Squire Allworthy.  FTP, name this author of Amelia, Jonathan Wild the Great, and Tom Jones.

ANSWER: Henry Fielding  (3) [DL] 

Only the captain knows that a pair of lovers admired by all in this work was actually hired to play at love.  Two peasants descend Monte Solaro and offer genuine praise to a statue of the Madonna in this work.  The protagonist discovers that the same thing appears everywhere, “slippery gravestones under the feet and someone’s Deposition from the Cross, invariably famous,” upon journeying to see the Italian cathedrals.  The protagonist is thinking only about his dinner and a world-famous tarantella dancer when he collapses, and he is placed in a flimsy soda-water crate and carried first to a cheap hotel room then to the boiler room of a steamship.  FTP, name this story in which the title aristocrat dies while vacationing in Capri, a work of Ivan Bunin. 

ANSWER: The Gentleman from San Francisco or Gospodin iz San Frantsisko (4) [AH] 

The subject of this poem is said to “laugh with white teeth” under the dust all over its mouth, and that laughter is compared to that of “an ignorant fighter...who has never lost a battle.”  The speaker claims that the subject of this poem is “Flinging magnetic curses amid the toil of piling job on job” in a section following the speaker’s claim that he is sneering back at sneerers.  The speaker allows that he has seen “the gunman kill and go free,” the “wanton marks of hunger,” and “your painted women” in acknowledging that the title entity is wicked, crooked, and brutal, but challenges the reader to find “another [entity] with lifted head singing / so proud to be alive.”  FTP, name this title thing called Tool Maker, Stacker of Wheat, and City of Big Shoulders in a work of Carl Sandburg. 

ANSWER: “Chicago” (1) [AH] 

A friend of this character named Lucille speculates that the title character of the work in which she appears was a German spy.  This character claims that she knows something “remarkable” about the title character after a mysterious conversation with him, and along with the central married couple, this character and the narrator are dubbed “all westerners.”  She tells another the story of a bride who became wildly drunk on her wedding night after receiving a letter.  Accused of being a rotten driver, her name is an amalgamation of two brands of automobiles.  Most famously, she cheated during the U.S. Amateur Championship of golf.  FTP, name this lukewarm love interest of Nick Carraway in Fitzgerald’s The Great Gatsby. 

ANSWER: Jordan Baker (accept either) (3) [AH] 

This poem mentions winds that are “up-gathered now like sleeping flowers” but will eventually be “howling at all hours.” The speaker is standing on a “pleasant lea” viewing “This Sea that bears her bosom to the moon,” and would rather be “A Pagan suckled in a creed outworn,” which would allow him to glimpse less forlorn sights such as “Proteus rising from the sea” or “Triton blow[ing] his wreathed horn.” The poem notes that giving our hearts away is a “sordid boon!” and “Getting and spending, we waste our powers.” FTP, name this sonnet from Lyrical Ballads that criticizes materialism and notes “Little we see in Nature that is ours,” a work of William Wordsworth. 

ANSWER: “The World is Too Much With Us” (4) [AH] 

A character in this work refuses to stop his own punishment by claiming that “all power is a form of violence exercised over people.”  Another character in this work has his head lopped off by a trolley after his death was prophesied, leading to a comic chase that sees a poet land in an insane asylum.  One character in this work has a posse that include Hella, Behemoth, Kovoriev-Faggot, and Azazello, a naked maid, black cat, clown, and evil trickster, respectively.  That character, Woland, reincarnates one of the title characters’ manuscripts, which tells the story of Yeshua Ha-Notsri, a “rabble-rouser from Galilee” who is really Jesus Christ.  FTP, name this work in which the title woman makes a Faustian pact with the devil to be with her lover, the titular nameless writer, a work of Mikhail Bulgakov. 

ANSWER: The Master and Margarita (2) [AH] 

A 1678 adaptation of this work by Thomas Shadwell featured music composed by Henry Purcell, and it is theorized that this work was actually a collaboration with Thomas Middleton. At one point, the main character discusses venereal disease with the whores Phrynia and Timandra, who accompany a character who earlier argued for leniency for a man who committed a “crime of passion”. Near the end of Act III the main character serves a group of lords and Senators a banquet of lukewarm water and rocks, after which he flees to a cave in the wilderness. The protagonist gives the gold he finds at that cave to the rebellious Alcibiades, and later argues with the philosopher Apemantus, whose viewpoints he had by then adopted. The source of the title of Nabokov’s Pale Fire, FTP, name this William Shakespeare play, which ends shortly after the death of its titular Greek misanthrope.  

ANSWER: The Life of Timon of Athens (2) [RC] 

In one of its first scenes, its protagonist goes to a restaurant with girls "as plain and steady as she" and chats up a boy named Eddie.  Its author claimed that its antagonist was modeled on Charles Schmid, the “Pied Piper of Tucson,” who also stuffed his boots with rags to appear taller. That antagonist, who drives a gold jalopy covered with slogans like “Man the flying saucers,” threatens the 15-year-old protagonist by claiming he could burn her house down, and his connections to the omnipresent flies, as well as his name without its Rs, link him to Satan. Arnold Friend comes for Connie, FTP, in what short story by Joyce Carol Oates. 

ANSWER: “Where Are You Going, Where Have You Been?” (5) [CB] 

He wrote short stories such as one that details a rainmaker’s influence on a town, “The Village Priest,” and another in which a barmaid named Beatrice steals from a cab driver, “Minutes of Glory,” published in his collection Secret Lives.  One of this man’s fictional characters, Matigari, was rumored to have a real warrant out for his arrest, and this author was imprisoned under the Public Security Act for a play he co-wrote with a man named Mirii, I Will Marry When I Want.  Mugo betrays Thomas Robson’s killer Kihika in one of this man’s best-known works, while anther work features Wanja, Abdulla, Kerega, and Munira questioned about a fire that killed three brewery directors in Ilmarog.  FTP, name this author who abandoned English in favor of Kikuyu, whose works include A Grain of Wheat and Petals of Blood. 

ANSWER: James Ngugi wa Thiong’o (2) [AH] 

In Chandler Harris’s Tales of Uncle Remus, Brer Rabbit sends Brer fox into a what he claims is his place for doing this activity, which turns out to be a hornet’s nest.  The subtitle of Edna Ferber’s first novel, Dawn O’Hara, claimed that the title character did this.  A man who works as a professional at doing this action calls himself an “actor” at first, and his job tires and jades him in a Heinrich Boll story.  The Nabokov work Camera Obscura was revised so that its title invoked this action “in the Dark,” while a work that stars James Rogers by Langston Hughes is titled “not without” this noun form of this action.  Caligula stabs Tiberius as the title character burns at the stake in a Eugene O’Neill work whose title claims, FTP, that Lazarus did what? 

ANSWER: laughing (accept word forms like laughed, laughs, laughter, etc.) (3) [AH]

Wallace Stevens wrote about “Barque of phosphor/ On the palmy beach” in a poem titled as one of these “of Florida.”  In their strictest definition, which requires octosyllabic verse, about 150 survive, including “The Butcher of Abbeville,” “The Snow Baby,” and “The Woman and her Paramour.”  In addition to works by Eustache d'Amiens and Marie de France, the most famous include Guerin’s “The Priest Who Peeked” and a work by Jean de Bouves that shows two clerks move furniture so as to sleep with Gombert’s wife, which inspired more famous tales told by Panfilo and Oswald the Reeve.  FTP, name these short, bawdy verses in Middle French that inspired writers like Boccaccio and Chaucer.
ANSWER: fabliaux (4) [DL] 

This author reminded readers that “cultures decay, and the end of life is death” in a poem comparing ecological interdependence to the nets used by sardine fisherman, and further displayed his environmentalist stance in a poem claiming, “I’d sooner...kill a man than [the titular bird].” In addition to “The Purse Seine” and “Hurt Hawks,” he wrote a poem used in Hunter Thompson’s “Fear and Loathing on the Campaign Trail” which states “That public men publish falsehoods/Is nothing new.” Author of “Be Angry at the Sun,” FTP name this California poet of “Shine, Perishing Republic” and the collections “Tamar,” “Roan Stallion,” and “The Women at Point Sur.”
ANSWER: Robinson Jeffers (4) [CB]

He wrote of a baroness who posits that a gypsy child being devoured by a hyena “may have been crying from sheer temper” as “children sometimes do.”  Lucien and the Major die in a blaze trying to rescue a painting that is actually at the cleaner’s in his “The East Wing,” while Eric and Bertie receive a municipal dust bin and an action figure of John Stuart Mill that they turn into a gunboat and the Marshall Saxe in his “The Toys of Peace.”  Mr. Appin’s lessons allow the title cat to talk, and it proceeds to spill intimate secrets of guests at Lady Blemley’s party in his “Tobermory,” while another of his stories tells of a caretaker named Mrs. De Ropp, who is killed by Conradin’s deified polecat-ferret.  FTP, name this British author of “Sredni Vashtar,” also known for “The Open Window.” 

ANSWER: Saki or Hector Hugh Munro (4) [AH] 

This author wrote about a doctor who writes eccentric fiction, then goes insane while quoting Don Quixote calling a priest “Mr. Fool.”  In addition to “The Madness of Doctor Montarco,” this author wrote about a “Saint” who believes that religion provides the faith that the people of Valverde de Lucerna need, but refuses to say the words “I believe in the resurrection of the body and the life everlasting.”  A physician gives a speech that some claim to be more beautiful than his rival’s brilliantly executed painting in one of his works, while in another he flipped Descartes’ proclamation into sum ergo cogito and presaged “Christian Existentialism.”  FTP, name this author of the philosophical tract The Tragic Sense of Life and a retelling of the Cain story, Abel Sanchez, the foremost Basque member of the Generation of 98. 

ANSWER: Miguel de Unamuno y Jugo (3) [AH] 

Grown students exact revenge on a teacher in his story “A Schoolboy Prank,” while an architect is featured in his “Krista-Du,” two stories found in his collection War Crimes.  In his first novel, the protagonist’s communist son and drug-abusing daughter are in an incestuous relationship, leading advertising exec Harry Joe to believe he’s in hell.  In addition to Bliss, he tells a story in which one character commits suicide by snakebite after his daughter Phoebe McGrath falls in with Herbert Badgery, who narrates the story at 139 years old.  One of his works is based on the Jeliderie Letter of an Irish-born criminal, while in another the Bellinger River consumes a glass cathedral.  FTP, name this author of Illywhacker who also wrote The True History of the Kelly Gang and Oscar and Lucinda. 

ANSWER: Peter Philip Carey (2) [AH] 

The author of this work imagined herself to be the seventeen-year-old in this play, according to the memoir Pentimento.  One character in this work longs to return to an estate called Lionnet, and the central plot of this work involves a business proposal by William Marshall.  One character displays satisfaction that he won’t wreck the central town of this work, upon which his wife claims that she hopes he will die as soon as possible, despite the fact that their daughter Alexandra is looking on.  A young bank employee named Leo engineers the theft of $80,000 in bonds from Horace’s safety deposit box in order to allow Benjamin and Oscar Hubbard and Regina Giddens to open a cotton mill in, FTP, what play by Lillian Hellman? 

ANSWER: The Little Foxes (2) [AH] 

One character in this work has a special daily breakfast at the Café Kroner, while another has a red scar on the bridge of his nose.  Joseph is unsure whether to go into demolition in this work after he discovers that his grandfather constructed an abbey that his father demolished during World War II.  At the end of this work, several characters eat a cake in the form of that abbey, St. Anthony’s, and Alfred Schrenna is symbolically adopted into the central family while Johanna vows to shoot Ben Wackes so that the “lambs” will finally triumph over the “buffalos.”  FTP, name this work in which Richard Faehmel plays the titular game at the titular time, a work of Heinrich Boll. 

ANSWER: Billiards at Half-Past Nine (1) [AH] 

David K. Anderson published a “structural analysis” of these works titled “On Elevating the Commonplace.”  One opens by describing “Natural poets of the earth, / hidden in furrows / singing in the corners, / blind in the alleys.”  Ones were written about Vladimir Lenin and Walt Whitman, and a noted one explains that the title objects move “like they were pushed / by an invisible, deliberate smasher” and deals with “Broken things.”  George Schade translated 50 of them, and some describe an onion, an artichoke, and Conger eel chowder.  Most of them contain 100 to 200 short, irregular lines, and three volumes of “Elemental” or “Elementary” ones were the author’s last output.  FTP, name these types of poems often dedicated to everyday objects by the Chilean poet of Canto General. 

ANSWER: odes of Pablo Neruda or Ricardo Eliecer Neftali Reyes Basoalto (prompt on less specific/incomplete answers) (6) [AH] 

