Illinois Open Literature Tournament: Who is John Gallsworthy?
Writers: Andrew Hart, Dave Letzler, Dennis Jang, Rob Carson, Chris Borglum, Ted Gioia, Chris Ray, Quentin Roper


Packet Ten
He wrote a translation of Sedaine’s libretto for Richard Coeur de Leon, and one of his plays features Sheridanesque character names like Sir John Contrast and Rashly, The Lord of the Manor. Another of his plays sees Clifford woo the sister of Lord Gayville, Lady Emily, and also features the satiric miser Alscrip.  The officer Dupe commands this man to “give us a second edition of your farce,” in Mercy Otis Warren’s The Blockheads, a satire on work of this man.  This author of The Maid of the Oaks and The Heiress appears as a central character in a play featuring Reverend Anthony Anderson and Dick Dudgeon, George Bernard Shaw’s The Devil’s Disciple, in which he realizes his coming defeat at Saratoga.  FTP, name this British playwright and American Revolution general. 

ANSWER: John Burgoyne (5) [AH] 

The protagonist of this novel scratched the scabbard of a naval cadet’s sword out of envy, and he wasn’t particularly affected by the death of a girl who teased him for stuttering.  That character takes sick pleasure from stomping on a prostitute’s pregnant belly and attempts to blackmail his teacher Father Dosen after seeing him with a woman.  The club-footed Kashiwagi provides its protagonist with a prostitute and maliciously informs him that his friend Tsurukawa’s death was suicide.  A central scene in this work features a beautiful woman who puts her breastmilk in a soldier’s tea, but when she later offers the protagonist her breast it transforms into the title object, rendering him impotent.  FTP, name this novel in which Mizoguchi burns down the title structure, a work of Yukio Mishima. 

ANSWER: The Temple of the Golden Pavilion or Kinkakuji (2) [AH] 

The last section of the third of these begins by asking “…are you/ able to know anything of/the eternal darkness which/you stirred in your lover?” before later entreating the addressee to “show him the counterweight of darkness…/Stop him…” In a later one, the speaker notes that he has “long found it significant” that the fig tree “omit[s], almost entirely, to flower.”; that one follows one dedicated “to Frau Hertha Koenig” which asks “Who are these rambling acrobats/less secure than even we?” The first of the set, which was inspired by some cliffs the author came across near the castle he was staying in, begins “Who, if I cried out, would hear me among the orders of the angels?” Containing a shit-ton more allusions to angels, FTP, name this set of ten poems by Rainer Maria Rilke named for a region in Italy. 

ANSWER: the Duino Elegies (or Duineser Elegien) (2) [RC]

This is the first short story featuring its main character to be illustrated by Sidney Paget.  One character in this work claims that she will cause no further trouble because she married a man she loves, Godfrey Norton.  The story begins with a masked man providing the name of “Count von Kramm” and asking that a “cabinet” be recovered from a possessive woman that he had previously dated.  The central character uses a smoke bomb to locate the cabinet, which turns out to be compromising photographs, in the building of a New Jersey opera singer.  FTP, name this first Sherlock Holmes short story, in which a Czech king hires Holmes to steal a compromising photograph from Irene Adler. 

ANSWER: A Scandal in Bohemia (4) [AH] 
This character says it doesn’t do any harm for tourists to laugh at funny tombstone names, nor for Boston genealogists to investigate them.  His final lines, delivered at 11:00 when only Shorty Hawkins is awake at the depot, wonder whether the stars are “just chalk…or fire.” He congratulates the mothers of a bride and groom for raising them without having a nervous breakdown during the marriage-themed Act II, and, after declaring Act III’s theme to be “Life and Death,” he moves the scene back fourteen years to February 11, 1899, the twelfth birthday of Emily Webb.  Played by Spaulding Gray, Paul Newman, and Thornton Wilder, name, FTP, this authority on Grover’s Corners, the narrator of Our Town. 

ANSWER: The Stage Manager (3) [DL] 

The protagonist receives a letter at Jildra confirming that his love will marry him, but only if they “pray together for salvation.”  The hare-lipped servant Rose Portion gives birth to an illegitimate child named Mercy in this work, and the central female character encounters Albert Judd at an unveiling of a statue of the title character at its close.  The protagonist asks his financial backer Edmund Bonner for permission to marry his niece, whose fever is broken at the exact moment that the title character dies in a climactic scene.  The title character is killed with his own knife by the traitorous Jackie, an aboriginal guide, before he can return to his fiancée Laura Trevelyen.  FTP, name this historical novel about the titular German explorer of Australia, one of the best-known works of Patrick White. 

ANSWER: Voss (5) [AH] 

His later experimental work included a one-sentence rendition of the OK Corral story that is over 100 pages long.  A down-on-his-luck writer wanders around the city, stopping to converse with prostitutes like La Uruguaya and Purita before Ventura Aguado bequeaths him 50 pesetas in one of his novels.  In another of his works, the title character’s father Esteban dies locked inside an armoire after being bitten by a rabid dog, and the title character’s brother Mario shrieks at the sight of pigs before being drowned in a vat of oil.  That character stabs a horse to death after his wife’s miscarriage and kills his own mother after she is rude to his other wife Esperenza.  FTP, name this Spanish author of The Hive and The Family of Pascual Duarte. 

ANSWER: Camilo José Cela Trulock (4) [AH] 

He tells his ally “the Earth was not of my mind/ If you suppose, as fearing you, it shook,” of the earthquake at his birth, and at his death, he calls thought “the slave of Life, and Life Time’s fool” before his killer finishes his line that he is “food for worms.” Earlier, though, the title character called him the “theme of honour’s tongue” and wondered if he was switched at birth with his own son.  After arguing after the battle of Homildon with an effeminate messenger, he disputes with the title character over ransoming Edmund Mortimer, leading this son of Lord Northumberland and husband to Kate to join Glendower in revolt, but his cause loses force after the prince kills him at Shrewsbury.  FTP, name this English rebel, born Henry Percy, the villain of Henry IV, Part I.  

ANSWER: Hotspur (prompt on "Henry Percy" [either or both]) (2) [DL] 

A parasol and a monogrammed handkerchief are found in a clearing in this work, but one character doubts that this is the scene of the crime, noting that any thicket near Paris is likely to be observed on the Sabbath. The title character’s intended husband, Jacques St. Eustache, commits suicide by drinking laudanum, and Beauvais identifies the title character’s body after it is found in the Seine. Articles from such periodicals as Le Soleil, L’Etoile, and Le Commercial are included in this story, but footnotes explain that they are adaptations from articles printed in such publications as The New York Brother Jonathan. FTP, name this C. Auguste Dupin mystery, the sequel to “The Murders in the Rue Morgue” by Edgar Allan Poe that fictionalizes the real-life murder story of Mary Rogers. 

ANSWER: “The Mystery of Marie Roget” (6) [AH] 

A man who shared this man’s name but was surnamed Tacticus wrote the treatise How to Survive under Siege. This man’s great-grandson is the titular character of a work by Wace entitled Roman de Brut, while Benoît de Sainte-Maure authored a work about his romance with the daughter of Amata. This man was depicted standing “in the rain, far from home at nightfall/By the Potomac” in an Allen Tate poem about him “at Washington.” His companions included the healer Iapyx, while recovering the body of his former trumpeter Misenus was required for this man to enter the underworld. After leading his companions to Latium, he defeated the Rutulians and killed their leader Turnus. FTP, name this spurner of Dido and subject of an epic poem by Vergil. 

ANSWER: Aeneas (2) [RC]

The speaker of this poem sees an image “now wasted half by wearing rains” which the “curious eye may trace” after earlier pausing to reflect upon “activity, that knows no rest.”  A figure with braided hair who will “chide the man that lingers” is  penultimate stanza and is called Marian.  The recurring image of a shade is used, first when describing an “aged elm” which “the shepherd still admires” and later in describing the subjects of the aforementioned image, who are “in habit for the chase arrayed.”  The poem ends by referencing the title location with “and reason's self shall bow the knee/to shadows and delusions here,” while it fittingly begins with “the posture that we give the dead/points out the soul's eternal sleep.”  Less romantic than the earlier The Wild Honey Suckle, FTP, identify this poem by  Philip Freneau which describes a locale inhabited by lots of dead Native Americans. 

ANSWER: “The Indian Burying Ground” or “Lines Occasioned by a Visit to an/the Old Indial Burial Ground” (3) [CR]

In response to T.S. Eliot’s complaint that its final couplet is a “serious blemish on a beautiful poem,” Cleanth Brooks compares it to Lear’s “Ripeness is all” and claims it works in dramatic context.  Its first stanza ends with six questions, including “What mad pursuit?  What struggles to escape?” and later wonders “What little town or river by seashore” is emptied by its central scene.  That scene includes a “happy melodist” whose “soft pipes” are told to play on, and it is depicted by a “Sylvan historian” whose “Cold Pastoral” finally tells the speaker that all he can, or need, know is that “Beauty is truth, truth beauty.”  FTP, name this poem about an Athenian pot, by John Keats.  

 ANSWER: “Ode on a Grecian Urn” (1) [DL] 

Jane Brown separates this movement from its predecessor by noting its pessimism at the subject-object dichotomy in works like “In the Lovely Month of May.”  Among the lyrics it produced were “Reed Songs” and “To an Old painting,” while longer works associated with it are The Spiritual Year and Wisdom of the Brahmins.  In addition to Annette von Droste-Hülshoff, Eduard Morike and Friedrich Ruckert, it is associated with a poem about a fisherman who looks at a golden goddess instead of the deadly rocks around him, “Die Lorelei,” which was collected in The Book of Songs.   The source of many song cycles, FTP, name this post-Romantic German movement at its peak between 1815-1848, exemplified by Heinrich Heine. 

ANSWER: Biedermeier (4) [DL] 

A photograph of his wife once hung on his wall, but he has since taken it down and stuffed it under a clean shirt because the picture makes him too lonely. He is annoyed when people in his profession talk while they work, but consistently talks to himself and his body parts, notably his left hand, and he enjoys rambling about baseball, especially the Great DiMaggio. His apprentice’s father has recently forced that young boy to work for another man; however, Manolin continues to serve as his caretaker. FTP, name this Cuban fisherman, the protagonist of The Old Man and the Sea. 

ANSWER: Santiago (prompt on “The Old Man”) (2) [AH]

According to Baudelaire’s “Au Lecteur,” Satan has one of these that “lulls our minds,” while a man made of these convinces children who are fated to live horrible lives to commit suicide in a Martin McDonough play.  Bigger Thomas uses one of these to kill Mary Dalton in Native Son.  The author of a book with this word in its title lists words that look impressive in Chinese, recognizes a poem about the snow on Hsiang-lu peak, and offers to make the Empress’s excess notebooks into of these, but instead filled them with various facts.  FTP, name this item that titles an eleventh-century book of court observations by Sei Shonagon, which Othello uses to suffocate Desdemona.

ANSWER: pillow (1) [DL] 

Paul de Man’s Blindness and Insight opens with this man’s “surprising news” at an Oxford lecture that the rules of verse had changed.  He noted in “Brise Marine” that “alas, I have read all the books,” though he also claimed that all the world was to end up in a Book.  A shipwreck appears throughout his 1897 long poem, whose title, ending “will never abolish chance” spreads over twenty pages amidst white space and typographical experiments.  In addition to writing about the tombs of his friends Gautier, Baudelaire, and Verlaine, he wrote a poem whose speaker “pined for the primal A” while dreaming of nymphs dancing to his flute.   Name this author of  A Throw of the Dice and “Afternoon of a Faun,” a leading Symbolist.
ANSWER: Stephane Mallarmé (2) [DL] 

The protagonist of this work compares a lover unfavorably to the cultured Mr. and Mrs. Vance.  That character goes to live with her sister and brother-in-law Sven, but is forced to work for a shoe factory and give all but fifty cents of her income to her relatives.  A marriage ceremony that probably wasn’t legal takes place in Montreal in this work, while one main character assumes the pseudonym “Wheeler.”  In the end, one character dies destitute and is buried in a potter’s field, while the protagonist becomes a successful actress in New York.  The title character of this novel first meets Charles Drouet on a train, and that man sets her up with G.W. Underwood, a married man.  FTP, name this novel about the title girl from Wisconsin, a work of Theodore Dreiser. 

ANSWER: Sister Carrie (2) [AH] 

This work notes that all men of the central town envision Gloria while banging their ugly wives, and she eventually publicizes her affair with the poet Josue.  A married engineer brought in to study a sandbar carries on an affair with the high-society Malvina in this work.  Political forces in this novel include Manuel of the Jaguars and Jesuino Mendonca, who kills his cheating wife Sinhazinha and her lover, the town dentist Osmundo.  The central town of Ilheus is controlled by “Colonel” Ramiro Bastos, whom aristocratic outcast Mundinho Falcao hopes to topple with democratic reforms.  The protagonist owns the Vesuvius Bar and hires the title character to be his cook.  FTP, name this novel featuring Nacib Saad whose title mulatto woman is an excellent chef and lover, a work of Jorge Amado. 

ANSWER: Gabriela, Clove and Cinnamon or Gabriela, cravo e canela (3) [AH] 
