Jacopo Pontormo Tournament of Manners

Chicago Open 2005 Fine Arts Singles, July 1, 2005
Questions by Chris Frankel

Playoff Packet, Round 10 (Finals Packet 1)
1. A patterned red terracotta floor, stained glass windows designed by Francesco Salviati, and a ceiling of wood matching its rows of benches and desks comprise the nearly 170 foot long rectangular hall that forms its reading room.  The difficulty of constructing it within the confines of an existing monastic building may explain the existence of such bizarre features as Tuscan columns that act as wall decorations rather than supports, and doors and windows that lead to boarded up stone niches in the walls.  Its crowning feature, described as a vision from a dream in the designer’s letter to Vasari, is an approach consisting of an elliptical pietra serena staircase in Mannerist style, spawning two additional rectangular side stairways at its center and sculpted by Bartolomeo Ammannati after the designer’s clay model.  FTP, name this late work of Michelangelo at the order of Clement VII, a famous Florence book depository of the Medicis.

ANSWER: Laurentian Library or Laurentine Library or La Biblioteca Mediceo-Laurenziana (accept any answer that mentions “library” and “San Lorenzo” as well)

2. Structured as a rondo in A-B-A-C-A form, this piece has a stirring F major passage labeled “Tres Grave” and a soft D major section labeled “Very Distant,” or “Tres Lointain,” as its respective C and B sections.  Despite its status as his first popular success, it was decried by its composer as showing the “excessive influence of Emmanuel Chabrier” and was the subject of a wry quip criticizing lifeless performances of it by amateurs.  A direction to play softly, but with a full sound, precedes the main G major theme of this six minute piano piece in the style of a Renaissance dance, whose orchestrated version opens with a moving French horn solo.  FTP, identify this Maurice Ravel piece, which, despite its title, was not written in memory of a deceased child.

ANSWER: Pavane for a Dead Princess or Pavane pour une Infante Defunte (Ravel’s quote was, “I wrote a Pavane for a deceased princess… not a deceased Pavane for a princess.”
3. Its opening treats the viewer with such random images as a spider, a view of a morgue, a nail being driven through a hand, and an erect penis, the last of which was removed by American censors.  The director deliberately chose to make the sprocket holes visible in the final copy, and added a meta aspect to its ending by cutting to a shot of the camera crew itself.  Jorgen Lindstrom and Gunnar Bjornstrand play accessory roles as the son and husband, but the plot centers on the interplay between the mute actress Elisabeth Vogler and her nurse Alma, who is sent to serve as her therapist, but does all the talking herself.  FTP, identify this Ingmar Bergman film in which Elisabeth and Alma gradually seem to swap identities.

ANSWER: Persona
4. A reminder of his military career can be seen in a 1945 self-portrait showing him with his right fist outstretched towards the viewer and entitled The Great Colonel.  His writing for The Vanguard under Dr. Atl and his co-founding of the weekly journal Machete were early inklings of his political fervor, which led to his anti-religious The Devil in the Church and his anti-fascist The New Democracy.  Also remembered for his Echo of a Scream and a series of pieces chronicling the overthrow of Porfirio Diaz, this is, FTP, which muralist, whose The March of Humanity can be found on the wall of a Mexico City hotel?

ANSWER: David Alfaro Siqueiros
5. The Grave section of its opening movement has an unusual 4/2 time signature and is preceded by an introductory seven measure Vivace passage.  Its third movement shifts to E flat major, and consists of a sixteenth note filled Allegro section placed between two identical Adagiompassages.  The piece switches to its parallel key of G Major for its sixth and final movement, a “Pastorale ad Libitum,” designed to evoke images of shepherds and angels in the fields outside Bethlehem during the approaching nativity.  FTP, identify this concerto grosso composed by Arcangelo Corelli for performance on a winter holiday.

ANSWER: Christmas Concerto or Concerto Grosso No. 8 in G Minor (accept just the number after “concerto grosso” is mentioned)
6. Deriving its title from the refrain of a Joseph Mazzinghi song, this painting was created while its artist was staying abroad in the Cotswold village of Broadway, and took the entire fall seasons of 1885-86 to complete because of the artist’s insistence on painting only at the exact moment of sunset during short breaks from his tennis game.  Scattered orange and red globes illuminate this quasi-Impressionist scene of young, brown-haired Polly and Dolly Barnard wearing their frilled white dresses and standing in the high grass of a dense flower garden as they light up the Chinese lanterns decorating it.  FTP, name this painting with a four word floral-themed title, a work of John Singer Sargent.

ANSWER: Carnation, Lilly, Lilly, Rose
7. Among the short pieces written for it are Shimmera, Totem Ancestor, and the Prelude for Meditation.  This instrument was also the subject of a set of sixteen Sonatas and Interludes, the fourteenth and fifteenth of which are paired together under the name “Gemini.”  It was created to accompany Sylvilla Fort’s African-themed Bachannale dance, with its primary composer building off an experiment by his teacher Henry Cowell and inserting screws, nuts, and bolts between the strings of a standard instrument to give it an addition percussive effect.  FTP, name this modified piano developed by John Cage.

ANSWER: prepared piano
8. Nepotism shaped his career, as he made his performing debut at age 12 in his father’s 1832 Brussels production of Pierre Gardel’s La Dansomanie.  Contributions to La Fleur de Grenade and La Perle de Seville highlighted his four year stay in Madrid, but it was during his stay abroad in another country where he had his first great success, The Pharoah’s Daughter, whose music was written by Cesare Pugni.  The exotic costumes and settings of that work, much like his revival of Le Corsaire and his La Bayadere, became trademarks of this man, who spent over four decades with the Imperial Theatre and worked with Alexander Glazunov on Raymonda.  FTP, name this French-born, St. Petersburg-based choreographer of Swan Lake and The Sleeping Beauty, often called the father of Russian classical ballet.

ANSWER: Marius Petipa
9. The outgrowth of an excursion by the artist to Montepulciano to paint the rose garden of a female student, this piece was followed by similarly styled depictions of a violinist’s hand and of a girl on a balcony.  Its center is blurred by a grayish elliptical shape, whose outline is created by the oscillation of four visible chains.  Located in Buffalo’s Albright Knox Gallery, this painting has a bare, wooden-appearing background that is only filled by hazy, superimposed black images of the bottom of a woman’s dress and her feet as she walks, and of the titular pet scurrying forth on its paws and wagging its tail.  FTP, identify this Giacomo Balla “dynamism” showing a canine being taken for a walk.

ANSWER: Dynamism of a Dog on a Leash
10. He made connections with future collaborators Jimmy Rushing and Walter Page by joining the Blue Devils in 1928, and after several years as pianist of Bennie Moten’s band, was promoted to bandleader of the Cherry Blossom orchestra, which later became known as the “Barons of Rhythm.”  The Apollo in Harlem and the Reno Club in Kansas City were the home venues of this man’s bands, which often showcased Billie Holiday and produced such hits as “Stop Beatin’ ‘Round the Mulberry Bush” and “Swingin’ the Blues.”  FTP, “One O’Clock Jump” and “Jumpin’ at the Woodside” were the biggest hits of what big band leader nicknamed “The Count?”

ANSWER: William “Count” Basie
11. The two and a half minute opening Andantino section, marked by a soft female chorus led by strings and winds and paced by the rhythmic clang of a triangle, is later repeated in a subsequent Moderato Alla Breve passage and was the basis of the Broadway song, “Stranger in Paradise.”  A bouncy Allegro Vivo section simulates the festivities of the Lezghin people and segues into its famous middle section, where hammering timpani and bass drums repeatedly build up a rising full chorus melody that suddenly peaks and falls each time with a rapid, dramatic string descent.  In the opera it was written for, this set of works is performed at Konchak’s camp by male and female slaves to entertain his prisoners.  Orchestrated by Glazunov and Rimsky-Korsakov, this is, FTP, what set of barbaric tribal dances from Alexander Borodin’s Prince Igor?

ANSWER: Polovtsian Dances
12. In Maurice Denis’ take on this theme, the title phrase appears on a yellow banner waving atop a tree in brightly colored orange grove.  Jesus appears holding a shovel and wearing a farmer’s hat in Lavinia Fontana’s version, while in Hans Holbein’s version, he stands in an aloof pose, draped in a red cape, and pushing both hands out in a standoffish gesture.  Correggio’s rendition puts Jesus in a blue toga and the accompanying woman in a golden dress, but more formulaic versions by Fra Angelico, Giotto, and Titian show Jesus in white, looking down and warding off the advances of a kneeling woman in red, Mary Magdalene.  FTP, give the three word Latin title of these paintings, which reflects Christ’s order not to be touched.

ANSWER: Noli Me Tangere (prompt on close English translations)

13. He repaid an art collector named Sally Falk by modeling two androgynous busts after her for his first solo exhibition.  One of his last non-sculptural works was a set of fourteen drawings based on Friedrich Holderin poems and dedicated to his favorite model, the actress Elisabeth Berger.  Now the namesake of a museum at Duisburg, he sculpted Female Torso, also called Daphne, a year before he committed suicide.  His sculpture of a defeated male nude crawling helplessly on all fours with his head down, The Fallen Man, was an anti-war commentary, though this contemporary of Kathe Kollwitz and Ernst Barlach is best known for a work that looks like a stretched-out, despair-ridden version of Rodin’s Thinker.  FTP, name this German expressionist sculptor of solemn nudes with thin, elongated features, such as 1917’s Seated Youth.
ANSWER: Wilhelm Lehmbruck
14. A main antagonist remorsefully sings “Nemico della Patria” and reflects on his zealousness as he writes an accusation against the title character for the tribunal.  The title character begs for his life in “Si, Fui Soldato” and decries the corruption of the revolution, and his accuser Gerrard even admits to fabricating the charges in an unsuccessful bid to save him, having been moved by Maddalena di Coigny’s touching soprano aria about the loss of a parent, “La Mamma Morta.”  FTP, name this opera that ends with the titular historical poet being guillotined during the Reign of Terror, the magnum opus of Umberto Giordano.

ANSWER: Andrea Chenier
15. The earliest painted one bears the inscription “My affairs will go on as though ordained from above,” and shows the subject with a pink-ribboned shirt, a red cap over his flowing amber hair, and a sprig of sea holly in his hand.  An earlier one drawn by the artist at 13 contains his retroactively added commentary about how it was done using a mirror.  The second painted one shows a curly haired man sitting next to a window and wearing a matching black and white striped cap and shirt.  Only two years later, at age 28, the artist painted his most dramatic one, featuring a brown fur coat, a directly forward facing pose, and symmetrically arranged shoulder-length brown hair on each side in a deliberate Christ-like portrayal.  FTP, identify these works in which a German Renaissance woodcutter rendered his own features.

ANSWER: self-portraits by Albrecht Durer
16. As an independent contractor, he had his first commission designing the Croome estate for Lord Coventry.  Notorious for the length of time spent on his projects, as Burghley House took over 25 years and required the construction of an artificial lake, he often collaborated with the builder Henry Holland.  The formative years of his career were at Stowe in Buckinghamshire, where he modeled his style after that of William Kent.  After being placed in charge of maintaining Hampton Court Palace, he had his greatest success working with John Vanbrugh to produce an epic landscape for Blenheim Palace.  FTP, identify this 18th Century English garden designer, whose nickname came for his penchant for talking about his potential to improve landscapes.

ANSWER: Lancelot “Capability” Brown
17. Just to the lower left of the title character, a boy in an orange tunic pets a black wolf, and to the right of the title character, a woman and two shield-bearing men, all wearing red, move close and stare at him.  A hilly seaside landscape with a slightly cloudy sky forms the backdrop of this scene, whose foreground shows a black mare being milked, alluding to a practice that was attributed to the titular people by Herodotus.  The title character, clearly out of place with his blue toga on, rests pensively on the grass, perhaps wistfully remembering his life in Rome before being sent away to the Black Sea.  FTP, name this Eugene Delacroix painting showing the author of the Metamorphoses in the land of the titular barbarian tribe.

ANSWER: Ovid among the Scythians
18. In the aria “Piu Che Penso,” the mezzo-soprano title character promises his general Ariodate that his daughter will have a royal husband, but in “Crude Furie,” he throws a temper tantrum when learning that his love object, Ariodate’s daughter Romilda, has married his brother Arsamene instead.  This baroque opera opens with the title character singing to a beloved tree in “Ombra Mai Fu,” which despite having a Larghetto tempo direction, has become known to churchgoers as Handel’s famous Largo.  FTP, identify this opera about the titular historical Persian king.

ANSWER: Xerxes or Serse
19. The laurel wreath-wearing head of the figure depicted was sculpted by an assistant named Marie-Ann Collot.  The subject points his hand out towards the river it faces as a symbol of his yearning for progress, while a snake, sculpted by Fyodor Gordyev, rests under the hooves of the subject’s horse, representing the obstacles that the subject had to overcome in his search for reform.  Positioned atop a giant sculpted boulder known as Thunder Rock, it was primarily designed by Etienne Falconet.  FTP, identify this equestrian monument to a venerated czar, which figures prominently in an Alexander Pushkin poem.

ANSWER: Monument to Peter the Great (accept Peter I Romanov) or The Bronze Horseman
20. Originally its first components were a pair of keyboard minuets in C major and G major, though the newest major revision, performed by Weinmann, Sievers, and Giegling added another minuet, an Andante, and two Allegro’s, all of which were included in the Notebook for Nannerl.  Its 25th entry, a series of variations on the song “Willem von Nassau,” was likely the only of the composer’s works to be written in Amsterdam.  Section 113 marks the first of his seventeen divertimenti, while 300i now refers to his Piano Sonata in A Major, which contains the famous “Rondo alla Turca.”  FTP, identify this 626 piece catalog of Mozart’s compositions, named for its German indexer.

ANSWER: Kochel Catalog or Kochel-Verzeichnis Catalog (prompt on “K” or “KV” alone)
21. Perhaps the most studied of his few forays into sculpture is his companion pair of polychromed wood nudes commonly identified as Pandora and Epimetheus.  The baptism of Jesus, the allegory of a Christian knight, and an adoration scene cover the three panels of his early Modena Altarpiece, while his renditions of Christ Driving the Traders from the Temple mirror the Church’s aggressive pursuit of heresy.  The miniaturist Giulio Clovio, the poet Felix Paravicino, and this artist’s fur-wearing mistress Jeronima de las Cuevas were notable portrait subjects of this 16th Century painter of St. Martin and the Beggar and the chaotic Vision of St. John, which shows the opening of the fifth seal of the apocalypse.  FTP, name this mannerist who painted a gloomy landscape of his hill-covered home city in View of Toledo.

ANSWER: El Greco or Domenikos Theotocopoulos
