Jacopo Pontormo Tournament of Manners

Chicago Open 2005 Fine Arts Singles, July 1, 2005
Questions by Chris Frankel

Playoff Packet, Round 9
1. Early on, the protagonist directly faces the camera while standing at a mirror in his motel room and rehearsing his plans to tell his manager at the cafeteria to shove it.  As he begins his new life, the protagonist gets fleeced out of $20 after a sexual encounter with Cass Treehun initiated by his asking for directions to the Statue of Liberty as a pickup line.  Another scammer leads the protagonist to a creepy religious zealot named O’Daniel, but later becomes his mentor about life as a grifter on the streets of New York.  Dustin Hoffman plays “Ratso” Rizzo in, FTP, what film about Texan Joe Buck’s naive attempt to become a big city gigolo, the only Best Picture Oscar winner to be rated X?

ANSWER: Midnight Cowboy
2. The viewer is positioned as the role of the fourth player in his painting of three well-dressed ladies playing a parlor card game, Hearts are Trumps.  Two nuns can be seen digging a grave at sunset in his far more somber scene, The Vale of Rest.  His favorite model and future wife can be seen wrapped in blue and brown blankets, holding a child, and embracing a man in a Tartan kilt in his take on the Jacobite Rebellion, The Order of Release.  A magnet for controversy, he was subjected to scathing criticism from Charles Dickens for his Christ in the House of the Carpenters, and attracted infamy by marrying Effie Gray, the ex-wife of John Ruskin, and by making his model Elizabeth Siddal lie in a freezing bathtub to pose for his masterpiece.  FTP, name this Pre-Raphaelite painter of Ophelia.

ANSWER: John Everett Millais
3. The lyrical string theme that appears after a transition from its opening to a 3/4 time Allegro section in sonata form highlights the indelible spirit of the title character.  A dismal mood is initially set by the brooding sarabande in 3/2 time that follows the dramatic, fermata-held opening F minor chord, and represents the foreign oppressors who will later torture and kill the title character; however, the triumphant ending of the play it was written for is foreshadowed by the closing shift to an F major “Victory Symphony.”  The rarely performed set of incidental music following it is remembered primarily for two lieder sang by the title character’s girlfriend, Klarchen.  FTP, identify this Ludwig Beethoven overture about a Dutch prince who opposed the Duke of Alba and became the namesake of a Goethe play.

ANSWER: Egmont Overture
4. At the orders of Sixtus V, the top of this structure was crowned in 1588 by a statue of St. Peter, replacing a nude sculpture of its namesake said to have originally stood there.  A square balcony surrounds its top section, while its base was built to house the ashes of its namesake and his wife, Plotina.  The crossing of the Danube and the conquest of Sarmizegethusa are depicted on the reliefs that spiral up and surround the surface of this structure, telling a narrative of the campaign against the Dacians.  FTP, identify this Roman pillar dedicated to the emperor that succeeded Nerva.

ANSWER: Trajan’s Column
5. The title character sings a sensual duet while having her feet washed in “Baigne d’eau tes mains” and frets over the possible loss of her beauty in “Dis-Moi Que Je Suis Belle.”  Perhaps the most demanding role in this opera is the coloratura La Charmeuse, a ballet dancer and accessory role to Crobyle and Myrtale, the slave-girls of the title character’s lover Nicias.  Following the story of the zealous monk Athanael, who both wants to love and save the soul of the titular courtesan, this opera is most popularly remembered for Act II’s slow “Meditation” section.  Based on an Anatole France novel, this is, FTP, what 1894 opera by Jules Massenet?
ANSWER: Thais
6. A 1939 elm-wood one is held by the Detroit Institute of Arts, while the Art Gallery of Ontario owns one of the six “Three Piece” ones known as “Bridge Props.”  The artist produced several “Draped” versions and used materials ranging from plaster to bronze to Hornton stone to craft these abstract pieces, which were inspired by his study of Mayan Chacmool figures.  The Lincoln Center and the UNESCO building house open-air examples of, FTP, what signature theme of sedentary statue forms designed by Henry Moore?

ANSWER: Reclining Figures
7. Apollo plays a viola da gamba in the left, the three nude Graces offer this woman a flower of beauty, and Athena holds a book in front of her in the painting depicting her “Education.”  Another scene shows her holding a classical statue and wearing an ornate war helmet as she is portrayed as the goddess Bellona.  She does not appear in the first painting of her cycle, which shows Jupiter and Juno watching the Fates spin her destiny, but she is shown in her series’ final painting, The Triumph of Truth, holding out a wreath of reconciliation to Louis XIII.  In perhaps the most memorable of the paintings, Neptune and a group of the artist’s characteristically fleshy sea nymphs guide her boat as she makes her landing at Marseilles.  FTP, name this Italian-born French queen, the subject of an extravagant cycle of paintings by Peter Paul Rubens.

ANSWER: Marie de Medici
8. His first major opera after emigrating to Italy was an adaptation of Carlo Gozzi’s The King Stag translated into his native language.  A periodic affinity for leftist politics saw him compose the Essay of Pigs and write an oratorio called The Raft of the Medusa in memory of Che Guevara, but his most successful work came in preceding years with his score for a Frederick Ashton ballet about a mermaid, Ondine, and his collaborations with Chester Kallman and W.H. Auden that produced the Elegy for Young Lovers and an operatic retelling of a Euripides play about the demise of King Pentheus.  FTP, identify this still-living German opera composer of The Bassarids.

ANSWER: Hans Werner Henze
9. The one written in 1931 has only three movements, with an Andante con Tenerezza as its second and an Adagio to Allegro Moderato transition as its first.  Along with Stravinsky’s Symphony of Psalms and other works, it was composed to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the Boston Symphony, eight years after its creator finished his earlier Nordic Symphony.  Another symphony with this name is primarily in E flat major, has three movements with a tempo direction of “not too fast” to accommodate the composer’s desire for a grand buildup of the theme, and had its third movement scherzo and fourth movement finale rewritten before its 1881 premiere in Vienna.  FTP, Howard Hanson’s second and Anton Bruckner’s fourth symphonies share as a nickname what adjective, which also refers to a wide-ranging 19th Century artistic and musical movement emphasizing emotions and an attachment to nature?

ANSWER: Romantic Symphony
10. The third member of this series was traded to Arthur Houghton III in exchange for a manuscript of the Shah-nemah by the Iranian government.  A layer of blue color at the bottom of the fourth one resembles water, creating the impression that the central figure is standing in a river as she raises her yellow and red dress.  The first of the six numbered ones stands nearly seven feet high, and shocked viewers in its 1953 debut with its depiction of a bug-eyed figure with a sneering grin and monstrous breasts.  A simultaneously produced male counterpart series by the artist’s wife, Elaine, failed to match the success of, FTP, what series of bizarre abstract paintings of females by Willem de Kooning?
ANSWER: “Woman” or “Women”

11. As a teenager, he won a special grand prize in a talent competition by transposing a piano fugue from E flat to C.  He did not have his first composing success until his 40’s, when he released a set that included a Fantasy in C, a Priere, and a Grande Piece Symphonique, called Six Pieces for Organ.  A short six dancer ballet by Frederick Ashton was derived from his Symphonic Variations, while this man’s most popular chamber work may be his four movement Violin Sonata in A Major, completed in 1886.  The teacher of Louis Vierne, Ernest Chausson, and Vincent d’Indy, this is, FTP, what Belgian-born composer renowned for his Symphony in D Minor?
ANSWER: Cesar Franck
12. A 1998 release of the complete recordings behind this album introduced nine previously unreleased tracks, such as “Take It or Leave It,” “Yaphet,” and an additional version of “Double Image.”  Participants in its productions included bassist Dave Holland, bass clarinetist Bennie Maupin, and guitarist John McLaughlin, the namesake of its fourth track.  This album, which also included such cuts as “Pharoah’s Dance” and “Spanish Key,” is, along with its artist’s In a Silent Way, often labeled the defining album of jazz fusion.  FTP, name this 1969 Miles Davis double album released ten years after Kind of Blue.

ANSWER: Bitches Brew
13. He sculpted a scene of a kneeling man lunging to suck a woman’s breast in his terracotta relief, Desire, and used bronze to depict a prone woman gliding on a base with her legs and arms out horizontally in 1939’s The Air.  His first major sculptural success came at age 45 with his rendition of a naked woman with her hands bound behind her back, a monument to Louis-Auguste Blanqui entitled Action in Chains.  Beginning his art career as a Symbolist and Nabis painter in the style of Gauguin, this is, FTP, what French-Catalan sculptor of classical female nudes, such as his bronze stature of a crouching woman, The Mediterranean?
ANSWER: Aristide Maillol
14. In the most studied portrait of him, the profile of a stone statue peeks through underneath a tree on the right edge, and further below it, the torsos of three figures, including a man in a red costume with a puffy hat, seem to emerge from the ground.  To his lower left a bush is superimposed by the image of a smiling man riding his donkey.  He himself stands rigidly straight with a solemn expression on his face, forming a contrast with his frilly lace collar, floppy hat, and pink-tasseled shoes.  FTP, identify this French clown, who was shown playing the lute with his family in another painting, also done by Jean-Antoine Watteau.

ANSWER: Gilles or Pierrot (don’t accept “Gilles and His Family,” because everything before the FTP refers to a different painting)

15. A high-pitched chromatic sixteenth note passage comprises its theme’s fourth variation, while its third consists entirely of eighth note double stops, all at an octave interval.  The introductory theme and its variations are all in 2/4 time, and with the exception of the eleventh and last variation, twelve measures long.  A flurry of rising and falling sixteenth note arpeggios and an abrupt shift to A major from the main key of A minor marks the ending of this challenging solo violin piece, which was merged with a Dies Irae theme in a rhapsody by Rachmaninoff.  FTP, name this last of a series of two dozen violin pieces by Paganini.

ANSWER: Paganini’s Caprice No. 24 in A Minor (prompt on any mention of Paganini’s Caprices that doesn’t specifically refer to the individual 24th caprice)
16. His interest in the poetry of Adelbert von Chamisso inspired a set of illustrations based on the romance Peter Schlemihl.  During this time, he also painted several murals for the Konigstein Sanatorium, where he was institutionalized.  He painted himself smoking a cigarette and having a severed hand in his 1915 Self Portrait as a Soldier, a reminder of how his World War I service traumatized him.  A Fauvist-inspired use of color and a penchant for primitivism are reflected both in his Girl under a Japanese Parasol and in the work of his colleagues Fritz Bleyl, Karl Schmidt-Rottluff, and Erich Heckel.  FTP, identify this German artist and leading member of Die Brucke.

ANSWER: Ernst Ludwig Kirchner
17. One had his organ works collected in a manuscript named for Guy Oldham and wrote a piece in memory of the lute player Blancrocher.  Their roots can be traced to a vineyard owner named Mathurin, whose descendents, such as Nicholas and Armand-Louis, had a hold over the position of organist at Saint Gervais.  The most successful member wrote a book called The Art of Playing the Keyboard, composed pieces imagining the apotheosis of his contemporaries Corelli and Lully, and was memorialized in a “Tomb” suite by Maurice Ravel.  FTP, name this family of French Baroque composers that included Francois “le Grand.”
ANSWER: Couperin (Francois’ uncle Louis was the composer referred to in the leadin)

18. On each side at the extreme top of this piece, an angel can be seen stripping away the sky.  At the very center of this fresco, beneath an arch, is a glowing mandorla surrounded by angels, encasing a seated Christ and emitting a burning red streak that threads down to the lower right scene.  At the bottom center, beneath a large cross, the donor can be seeing kneeling before Gabriel and two figures of Mary as he presents them with a model of a building.  That man is Enrico Scrovegni, and the building is the Arena Chapel, where this fresco covers the entire west wall.  FTP, name this Giotto fresco showing earth, Heaven, and Hell on the day of reckoning, a scene that was also the subject of Michelangelo’s final painting at the Sistine Chapel.

ANSWER: The Last Judgment (prompt on an early buzz of “Arena Chapel” or “Scrovegni Chapel”)

19. The impoverished bass protagonist of this opera is also the title character of an earlier 1815 opera by Catterino Cavos.  Popular independently performed pieces from it include Act II’s mazurka and krakowiak, which are played during the scene of a Polish ball.  The planned marriage of Antonida and Sobinin is overshadowed by political intrigues that end with Mikhail successfully escaping his would-be assassins due to a diversion the protagonist sets for the occupying Polish army.  FTP, identify this opera in which Ivan Susanin sacrifices himself so Michael Romanov can gain the crown, a work by Mikhail Glinka.

ANSWER: A Life for the Tsar or Zhizn za Tsarya (accept “Ivan Susanin” until it is mentioned)
20. It was intended to be the centerpiece of a circular courtyard that was never built, and the 15 foot diameter of its inner cella makes it unusable as any sort of assembly place.  Its walkway is a concentric ring of three steps, surrounded the sixteen Doric columns that support its first floor’s Tuscan colonnade, while a small balcony surrounds the outside portion of its second floor, constructed as a smaller concentric circle, and topped by a dome with a cross adorning its center.  Built on the Janiculum, atop the alleged crucifixion site of St. Peter, this is, FTP, what “little temple” at San Pietro in Montorio, designed by Donato Bramante?

ANSWER: Tempietto de San Pietro in Montorio

21. Gallet and Blau wrote the libretti for his abandoned operas The Cup of the King of Thule and Don Rodrigue, and this composer also left behind an unfinished opera about Ivan the Terrible.  In the year his Doctor Miracle premiered, he won the Prix de Rome, and two years later completed his experiment in opera buffa, Don Procopio.  Djamileh and The Fair Maid of Perth are other noteworthy operas by this man, whose masterpiece features the characters Zuniga, Escamillo, and Don Jose.  FTP, name this French composer of Carmen.

ANSWER: Georges Bizet
