Jacopo Pontormo Tournament of Manners

Chicago Open 2005 Fine Arts Singles, July 1, 2005
Questions by Chris Frankel

Playoff Packet, Round 8
1. The second movement of its spin-off orchestral suite is a nocturne highlighting the protagonist’s loneliness as she is ignored by potential suitors, who are waiting for the city girls to arrive.  At first she is alone during the “Saturday Night Waltz,” but after leaving briefly to put on a dress and ribbons, she upstages the daughter of Burnt Ranch’s owner by winning the attention of her beau.  However, during the closing barn dance that quotes the folk tunes “Bonaparte’s Retreat” and “McLeod’s Reel,” she takes the Champion Roper as her partner instead.  FTP, name this Aaron Copland ballet remembered for its “Hoedown.”

ANSWER: Rodeo
2. A line of verse describing how “the dull mind can be elevated to the truth through material things” was inscribed on its lavish gilded entry doors.  The gold decorating them was intended to invoke the image of the holy light of Christ, as were the scenes such as that of the tree of Jesse that were rendered for its stained glass windows.  Once host to a bright red banner called the oriflamme, it was originally built by Dagobert I, a Merovingian king who would be buried in its basilica, but came to artistic prominence through a 12th Century rebuilding project that was described in its overseer’s journal, De Administratione, and turned it into one of the first ornate Gothic cathedrals.  FTP, identify this Benedictine monastery named for a French patron saint and once led by Abbot Suger.

ANSWER: Abbey of St. Denis
3. The transition into it can be seen in the artist’s portrait of a mistress named Madeleine, who gives off an aura of grace and beauty in her soft-toned camise, despite posing against an atypically dark background.  At its height, it resulted in a portrait of a bonneted woman carrying bread on her head, Woman with Loaves, and one of a seductively posed youth in blue wearing a flower garland around his head and visibly intoxicated from opium, Boy with a Pipe.  A painting of a group of acrobats posing with an ape fits the most common theme of this period, street and circus performers, such as the Family of Saltimbanques.  FTP, identify this brief artistic period that followed Picasso’s Blue Period and took its name from his heavy use of the eponymous flowery pink color.

ANSWER: Pablo Picasso’s Rose Period
4. Designed as a centerpiece for the courtyard of the Villa at Careggi, this statue, now located at the Palazzo Vecchio, places the title figure in contrapposto form and has him posed in an arabesque with his right leg kicked back as he stands on a plain bronze hemisphere.  His curly-haired head looks down, his wings stand out erectly, and his hands grasp the titular creature, whose snout was designed as the spout for a fountain.  FTP, name this Andrea del Verrocchio sculpture of the titular child and aquatic mammal.

ANSWER: Putto with Dolphin or Boy with Dolphin
5. Maurice Baquet plays the Bald Man, Jean-Francois Gobbi is Jimmy the Boxer, and Marcel Bozzuffi and Renato Salvatori are Vago and Yago, a pair of thugs who attack a main character from a delivery truck.  Prefaced by a sardonic French disclaimer asserting that any resemblance to real life people or events is intentional, this film opens with a shady government meeting in which officials use the metaphor of “ideological mildew” to describe their political opposition.  Yves Montand stars as the Deputy, who is murdered as the result of a right wing conspiracy in this 1969 film, which was shot in Algeria and based on the assassination of Gregoris Lambrakis, a Greek politician.  FTP, identify this Costa Gavras film, for which an expression meaning “he is alive” is the source of its single letter title.

ANSWER: Z
6. An 1826 Camille Corot painting set in Rome shows a man in red on the right dwarfed by the one outside the French Academy.  John Singer Sargent painted one at the Villa Torlonia, the vase shaped one at the Rockefeller estate in Pocantico, and a marble one at Aranjuez in Spain.  A Jan van Eyck painting depicts a tall one standing to the left of a blue-robed, standing Madonna.  The Getty Museum houses paintings by both Boucher and Fragonard showing a young couple frolicking outside nearby one “of love,” while an irreverent self-portrait shows a shirtless Bruce Nauman imitating one by spitting a stream of water at the camera.  FTP, identify this common object, which also served as the title for Marcel Duchamp’s “readymade” urinal.

ANSWER: fountains

7. Alfredo Casella and Sergei Lyapunov, the latter of whom also completed this man’s Piano Concerto no. 2 in E Flat Major after his death, each orchestrated his masterwork: a fantasy on three folk themes, the titular one being a Kabardian dance; the piece was so difficult that he himself could not play it.  He wrote a four movement suite named for Chopin, as well as the symphonic poem In Bohemia, an Overture on a Spanish March Theme, and incidental music for King Lear.  A founder of the Free School of Music, he championed the work of Glinka in his efforts to give his nation a musical identity, which he achieved by recruiting men like Cui and Mussorgsky.  FTP, name this composer of Islamey and leader of the Russian Five.
ANSWER: Mily Balakirev
8. Scene IV reveals that the lead female’s father has suffered severe head trauma after being struck by her lover, the male lead, and the two imagine themselves being married at the old church of Seldwyla in a dream sequence.  In the end, the music of the Dark Fiddler plays as the two lovers find their marriage bed on a hay barge floating down the river, which they decide to sink deliberately.  That final scene, in which Vrenchen and Sali commit suicide, is preceded by this opera’s oft-performed orchestral interlude, “The Walk to the Paradise Garden.”  FTP, name this Frederick Delius opera, which, despite its title, does not contain any Montagues or Capulets.

ANSWER: A Village Romeo and Juliet
9. One of his rare religious paintings was actually modeled after an Abraham Koninck play and uses red theater curtains to frame the scene of a Philistine mob encircling and taunting a bound Samson.  He satired such professions as educators, showing a teacher sharpening a pencil oblivious to the chaotic behavior of his children in The Village School, and physicians, showing a crowd gather around a painful dental extraction in The Quack Doctor.  Games of cards or skittles were also popular subjects for this student of Nicholas Knupfer, who painted himself as a lute player and drew from his day job as an innkeeper to paint such scenes as The Dancing Couple and Rhetoricians at a Window, as well as numerous works showing a family on Christmas Eve.  FTP, name this Dutch Baroque genre painter, artist of The Feast of St. Nicholas.

ANSWER: Jan Steen
10. An English work of the same title outlined the basics of working in two, three, or four parts and attempted to revise the methods advocated by Christopher Simpson and John Playfeld.  That version, written by the composer of The Beggar’s Opera, Johann Christoph Pepusch, came eight years after the publication of the more famous and lengthy version, whose preface heavily cited the influence of Gioseffe Zarlino.  Of the four books of this 1722 work, one is entitled “Principles of Composition,” and another “On the Nature and Properties of Chords.”  FTP, identify this treatise on musical theory by Jean-Philippe Rameau.
ANSWER: The Treatise on Harmony (accept Traite de l’Harmonie)
11. He is survived by a son of the same name, who headed projects to modernize the city of Tianjin and construct a sixteen mile road for use in Beijing’s 2008 Olympics hosting.  His affinity for classical styling and the use of stone over iron and other metals can be traced to his theory of “ruin value,” in which buildings are designed to leave behind magnificent ruins after falling into disrepair.  The rival of Hermann Giesler, he created a “cathedral of ice” with his massive array of vertical spotlights for a political rally, but never got a chance to execute his epic scale designs for the remodeling of Berlin.  FTP, name this man who was later sentenced to twenty years in prison by the Nuremberg trials, the personal architect of Hitler.

ANSWER: Albert Speer
12. It begins with a two and a half measure orchestral flourish, before the solo violin enters with an open G and begins the introductory Moderato section in C minor, which ends with a fast 64th note rising arpeggio and a plucked G chord.  The bulk of its roughly 8 minute length comes from the second of its four sections, a Lento, though this perennial favorite of Jascha Heifetz reaches its peak with its mournful Un Poco Piu Lento third section, and the extraordinarily fast and high-pitched Allegro Molto Vivace finale that closes this virtuoso violin work.  FTP, name this gypsy-themed violin and orchestra piece by Pablo de Sarasate.

ANSWER: Zigeunerweisen or Gypsy Airs or Gypsy Songs
13. A brown and white spotted dog can be seen bending down at the trunk of a tree on the left side of this painting, although the tree’s base extends far below the platform on which the dog stands.  Meanwhile, a trio of girls chats in a circle amidst a pile of rocks on the right.  A row of wooden planks serves as a set of stairs leading to a narrow wooden ramp over a ditch with a flimsy rail on its left side, leading to the wooden house in the background.  A girl in a red dress and white hat stands on the ramp, facing the building with uncertainty as she prepares to walk to her job at the Lowell mill.  FTP, identify this Winslow Homer painting in which the ringing of the titular object might mark the beginning of the work day.

ANSWER: The Morning Bell (accept “The Old Mill”)

14. Before taking Gasparo Spontini’s place on the Academie des Beaux Arts, this man won a Prix de Rome for the cantata Hermann et Ketty and had success with a satire on Rossini’s The Italian Girl in Algiers, entitled Le Caid.  The successor of Daniel Auber as director of the Paris Conservatory and teacher of Jules Massenet, he produced a pair of oft-performed operas: one contains the aria “Connais-tu Le Pays” and a famous gavotte and is based on Goethe’s Wilhelm Meister’s Apprenticeship, the other is an adaptation of a Shakespearean revenge tragedy set at Elsinore.  FTP, name this French composer of the operas Mignon and Hamlet.
ANSWER: Charles Loius Ambroise Thomas
15. In this fresco, a gold-toned canopy decorated with angels surrounds the white-bearded personification of God, holding a globe and wearing a green robe as he leans atop a throne in the clouds on which Jesus sits, flanked by Mary on the left and John on the right.  In the earthly section, Ambrose and Augustine on the left and Jerome and Gregory the Great, who bears the features of Julius II, on the right, sit around a central altar depicting the Eucharist.  The painter added images of contemporaries like Sixtus IV, a laurel-crowned Dante, and Donato Bramante, who also appears in the classically-themed fresco facing it on the opposite wall of the Stanza della Segnatura, The School of Athens.  FTP, name this Raphael fresco whose title does not necessarily refer to an argument over a religious rite.

ANSWER: La Disputa or Disputation Over the Sacrament (accept “Dispute”)
16. Lawrence Welk became the subject of an oft-told anecdote by omitting a word from its title while introducing this piece on his show.  The four bar piano passage that opens it has alternately been interpreted as a whole tone or Lydian dominant scale, and contains a noteworthy D7b5 chord, which leads to the saxophones playing the main melody with accompaniment from muted trumpets and trombones.  In lyrics that were memorably sang by Ella Fitzgerald, the singer exclaims that the title object is coming and the “rails [are] a-humming,” and that it is the quickest way to Sugar Hill.  Billy Strayhorn wrote the lyrics for, FTP, what Duke Ellington hit, which instructs listeners to get on the titular Harlem subway line?

ANSWER: “Take the A Train” (Welk introduced it as “Take a Train”)

17. The last two completed ones were dedicated to Prince Lobkowitz, while the Opus 71 and 74 series were written for Anton Apponyi, and include “The Rider” in G minor.  The composer’s decision to replace the standard minuet movement in his Opus 33 series resulted in their being nicknamed “Gli Scherzi,” though that series is also called the “Jungfern” series and the “Russian” series.  Anthony van Hoboken catalogued 83 of these works; under that system, number 38 denotes “The Joke,” while number 39 refers to “The Bird.”  FTP, “The Lark” is another example of what type of chamber piece a prolific Austrian classical composer wrote for two violins, viola, and cello?

ANSWER: string quartets by Franz Joseph Haydn (prompt on a partial answer)
18. An 1841 sculpture of this man showed him sitting bare-chested in a throne, holding out a sword with his left hand, lifting his right arm, and pointing a finger towards the sky.  This statue of him sought to imitate the Statue of Zeus, but instead garnered intense criticism for its creator, Horatio Greenough.  A more well-received homage to him shows him standing in a three piece suit with a cane in his right hand, but also includes the classical image of a thirteen-rod fasces that he leans on with his left hand.  FTP, Jean Houdon sculpted what American general and first president of the United States?

ANSWER: George Washington
19. The fast melody of alternately ascending and descending three note passages in its ninth movement imitate the motion of a rocking horse.  “Almost Too Serious” and “Frightened” are two of the movements that follow before this set closes with movement thirteen’s reflexive postlude, “The Poet Speaks.”  It opens with the awestruck-sounding “Of Foreign Lands and Peoples,” and Vladimir Horowitz made a stand-alone encore staple of its seventh movement, a dreamy piece more popularly known by its German name, “Traumerei.”  FTP, this set of short piano pieces Robert Schumann composed to reminisce about his youth.

ANSWER: Kinderscenen or Scenes from Childhood
20. The artist’s homage to classical music is done through of a profile of Gluck and a head shot of Mozart, which appear on the lower right and lower left, respectively.  Renaissance poetry is represented by the presence of Tasso and Camoes, while a scroll-holding Sophocles and a lyre-holding Pindar are among the representatives of classical literature.  The artist also painted some of his countrymen, like Boileau, Poussin, and Racine, in the foreground, and used the women in green and red sitting under the central throne to symbolize the Odyssey and Iliad.  FTP, name this Jean Ingres painting showing a blind Greek poet being crowned as a god.

ANSWER: The Apotheosis of Homer
21. Giovanni Lusieri was charged with sketching this structure’s features and supervised the dismantling of its metopes as part of a turn of the 19th Century project.  The last images of it in its intact form come from the 1674 drawings of Jacques Carrey, taken over a decade before a skirmish between the Venetians and the Ottomans, who were using it for ammunition storage, caused its roof to collapse.  Friezes of scenes such as the battle of the Lapiths and Centaurs and of a contest involving Poseidon and an olive tree rank among its sculpture work, much of which was taken for the collection of Thomas Bruce, an English earl.  FTP, Ictinus and Callicrates led the construction of what temple on the Acropolis dedicated to Athena?

ANSWER: The Parthenon
