Jacopo Pontormo Tournament of Manners

Chicago Open 2005 Fine Arts Singles, July 1, 2005
Questions by Chris Frankel

Playoff Packet, Round 6
1. The National Gallery of Art holds a 1520 ceramic bowl by Giorgio Andreoli depicting these two characters.  The most famous sculptor of them also did a 1475 tempura on wood rendition that may have been aided by his brother Piero.  Created for the Medici palace, the bronze depicts one character with his head thrust back and mouth agape in pain as he pushes his hands against the other title character, who is thrusting him into the air with his hips and squeezing the life out of him.  A statue by Antonio Pollaiuolo depicts, FTP, what Greek hero known for his twelve labors and what nigh-invincible son of Earth that he killed in an epic wrestling match?

ANSWER: Hercules and Antaeus (the order doesn’t matter since it’s not asking for a title)
2. A slanted picture of a fish, blots of yellow and black, and a round blue keychain accent his 1930 take on the Mona Lisa.  One of his trademarks, randomly placed background streaks of bright colors, usually red, yellow, and blue, that overlap the main subject matter, can be seen in his Two Women Holding a Flower and The Great Parade.  Like Picasso, he did a painting called The Three Musicians and experimented with cubism, a product of which was his painting of three generic nude women sitting down for lunch.  Machines and industry were his favorite subjects, resulting in images of tubes and girders appearing in many of his paintings, like his series depicting construction workers.  FTP, name this French abstract painter of The City.

ANSWER: Fernand Leger
3. The earlier one wrote the cantata Correa nel seno amato and an oratorio about Hagar and Ishamel, while Telemaco and Mitridate Eupatore rank among the best of his many operas, where he pioneered the use of ritornello, overtures, and the da capo aria.  The younger one only composed seven operas, among them Narciso, preferring to write instrumental pieces such as his 30 Essercizi and a prolific number of sonatas for the harpsichord.  FTP, give the common surname shared by the Italian baroque composer Alessandro and his son Domenico.
ANSWER: Scarlatti
4. Covered passages extending from its cellar lead to kitchen and cooking facilities on its south and a horse stable and carriage bay on its north, which comprise its perpendicularly oriented dependency wings.  Its most recognizable face is its southwest portico, supported by an inner row of two and an outer row of four Doric columns, though this house also incorporated Corinthian and Ionic elements in other rooms.  Much of its second floor is concealed by a Doric entablature surrounding its perimeter and by the balustrade on its bright red roof, though its oculus-containing third floor dome, modeled after that of the Villa Rotonda, is this American landmark’s most prominent feature.  FTP, name this Charlottesville, Virginia house that was once the residence of Thomas Jefferson.

ANSWER: Monticello
5. The theme from this movement’s Andante Maestoso section was combined with Cecil Spring-Rice’s lyrics for the hymn “Thaxted” or “I Vow to Thee My Country.”  A bouncing pastoral dance, led by the brass and then by the high woodwinds upon its later repetition, serves as a transitory section that leads to the return of the opening Allegro Giocoso passage consisting of a swirling string buildup into a powerful brass fanfare that also exhibits a sense of joy, as this piece’s subtitle suggests.  Placed in between movements subtitled “The Winged Messenger” and “The Bringer of Old Age,” in a seven part suite, this is, FTP, what piece subtitled “The Bringer of Jollity,” Gustav Holst’s composition depicting the largest of the planets?

ANSWER: “Jupiter, the Bringer of Jollity”

6. In its most famous performance, it was blended in with passages from Chu Berry’s “Christopher Columbus.”  The declaration that “music brightens up my day” and the order to “stick around, shake it down” were in the lyrics written to be performed by Helen Ward, but ironically this piece made its name as an instrumental instead.  Louis Prima composed the music for this song, which was performed as the finale of its band’s renowned 1938 concert at Carnegie Hall, featuring epic solos on the piano by Jess Stacy and on the drums by Gene Krupa.  FTP, identify this swing band classic by Benny Goodman, whose title consists of the same verb being repeated three times.

ANSWER: “Sing, Sing, Sing (With a Swing)”

7. Little attention is given to the background, a slightly cloudy blue sky and a stone bench, in this painting now held at Weissenstein Castle in Pommersfeld.  A dark haired man in brown hangs over the left of the bench, his face obscured as he whispers to his companion, a bearded man in red who places his finger over his mouth to direct the title character to hush.  Wearing only a white cloth that covers her left thigh and showing her left breast, the title character sits on the bench, pushes her hands out, and recoils away in visible distress.  FTP, name this first signed painting of Artemisia Gentileschi, depicting a Apocryphal woman receiving unwanted advances from her village leaders.

ANSWER: Susanna and the Elders
8. In the first break in this work’s plot, the female lead foreshadows by mentioning Jane and Paul’s impending marriage in her conversation with Margaret.  In the fourth episode, she vents to Pamela as a reaction to the third episode, where she has a teary argument with George and goes to get a handkerchief, prompting her boyfriend to make a failed attempt to cut the cord of the titular device with a pair of scissors so her can propose to her before his train leaves.  Often performed before the composer’s 1946 tragedy The Medium, this one act opera ends with Ben making his proposal to Lucy by leaving her apartment and contacting her from a booth on a street corner.  FTP, name this Gian-Carlo Menotti opera about Lucy’s obsession with talking via a remote communication device.

ANSWER: The Telephone
9. He produced a brass sculpture called Dog and Duck at age eleven, although a wood carving called The Flattest Cat is sometimes cited as his first real sculpture.  Inspired by his early career sketching circus animals, he produced a bunch of abstract miniatures to form a “Cirque” of his own, during which he developed his trademark pieces.  His friend Jean Arp called his metallic, freestanding still sculptures stabiles, while Marcel Duchamp coined the term for the other major category of his work.  FTP, name this American sculptor of Lobster Trap and Fish Tail and many other wire mobiles.

ANSWER: Alexander Calder
10. This symphony switches to 6/8 time and the key of E flat major for its Andante movement, written in sonata allegro form despite being a second movement.  After an Allegretto minuet with an unusually heavy main theme and a continuously shifting beat pattern in its trio, this work has its closing movement begin softly with its composer’s trademark “Mannheim Rocket” ascending arpeggio, answered by a loud contrasting theme at the top.  The composer later rescored the oboe parts and added two clarinets to this symphony, suggesting it was likely performed in concert before his 1791 death at age 36.  Opening directly with strings playing its memorably dark chromatic E flat to D melody in the first Allegro Molto movement, this is, FTP, what Wolfgang Mozart symphony in *G minor, his penultimate composition of the type?

ANSWER: (Mozart’s) Symphony No. 40 in G Minor (accept “Great G Minor Symphony” before the *, only require the player to mention “Mozart” if the buzz is before Mozart’s name is read)

11. Its spread to Latin America can be seen in the Physichromie series of Carlos Cruz-Diez and the Coloritmos of Alejandro Otero, both leading figures of its Venezuelan school.  The painter of Orange Crush, Larry Poons, and the Israeli-born creator of three dimensional Agamograph pieces, Yaacov Agam, also were associated with this movement.  The coining of its name is alternately attributed to *sculptor George Rickey or an article in Time Magazine, and the man labeled as its first practitioner is the creator of Zebra, Victor Vasarely.  FTP, identify this modern art movement also represented by Bridget Riley and The Responsive Eye exhibit, whose gimmick was producing artwork that played tricks on the human eye.
ANSWER: Op Art (accept “Kinetic Art” before the *)

12. A wistful, yet majestic Andante con Moto theme is introduced by the four brass horns scored for in it, then repeated and led in succession by the strings, the English and French horns, and then a full orchestra.  After this second section of variations, the brisk opening dance is repeated in a different key.  The fourth of its five continuous sections showcases a solo violin and the flute, clarinet, and harp in the series of cadenzas that highlight the “Scene and Gypsy Song.”  The final movement, an Asturian-style fandango, closes out this piece with a climactic coda marked by the return of the melody from the opening “morning dance,” or “Alborada.”  FTP, name this Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov work based on folk music from Spain.

ANSWER: Capriccio Espagnol or Spanish Caprice
13. A red sun in the upper left illuminates Max Beckmann’s 1917 version, and shows a black hooded figure looking at the viewer and holding the arm of an old woman in red, who uses her hands to the hide the grisly sight of a dying, emaciated figure.  One Italian Mannerist version features a setup with three high ladders and gives the central figure an unearthly greenish tint; while a famous Flemish altarpiece shows this scene with a red-robed John supporting the pale, fainting figure of a blue-robed Mary, placed parallel to the unnaturally bent Jesus.  FTP, Rosso Fiorentino and Rogier van der Weyden, in addition to Ruebens, painted what scene showing Christ’s body being carried down after his crucifixion?

ANSWER: Descent from the Cross or Deposition
14. The composer quotes Beethoven’s Fifth Symphony in the penultimate dance to coincide with the police knocking at the door of the miller’s house.  “The Grapes” and “The Neighbors’ Dance,” the latter a seguidilla, are other dances in this work, whose plot follows the comical efforts of a local official to seduce the miller’s wife.  Ending with a spirited jota as its finale, this ballet was adapted from Pedro de Alarcon’s novel, El Corregidor y la Molinera.  FTP, identify this Manuel de Falla ballet that takes its title from the magistrate’s head adornment.

ANSWER: The Three-Cornered Hat or El Sombrero de Tres Picos
15. A 1975 parody of this work showing a cigar-smoking man in a top hat strumming a banjo, Aunt Jemima baring her behind, and Uncle Ben manning an oar was done by Robert Colescott, with the original subject being replaced by a similarly named contemporary historical figure.  The original version of it was destroyed by Allied bombing in Bremen, though another 1850 copy hangs in the Metropolitan Museum of Art.  In it, chunks of ice fill the surrounding waters, and the impending sunrise casts a radiant aura to the central vessel, with the titular subject clad in military attire, standing on one knee towards the front as two men behind him cling to a rolled up American flag, both looking towards the approaching shore.  FTP, identify this Emanuel Leutze painting of the future first president making his way towards Trenton.

ANSWER: Washington Crossing the Delaware (Colescott’s painting was George Washington Carver Crossing the Delaware)

16. A ritornello to simulate the music of rustic pifferari bands is used in the third movement serenade of this piece, which, as the composer described in Chapter 45 of his Memoirs, was inspired by his travels in the Abruzzi countryside.  The closing movement revisits earlier themes, like the pilgrims’ march of the second movement, before descending into a chaotic “Orgy of Brigands.”  The title character, who is placed “In the Mountains” in the title of the first movement, is represented by a viola part that was written for Niccolo Paganini.  FTP, name this symphonic Hector Berlioz piece about a Lord Byron character in the titular country.

ANSWER: Harold in Italy or Harolde en Italie
17. Opulent mosaics and chandeliers respectively line the floor and ceiling of its Grand and Avant foyers, while eight Gobelin tapestries and a ceiling by Georges Clairin adorn its rotunda, called the Salon du Glacier.  Bronze sculptures like the Pythia, many of them bearing torch-lamps, by a woman who called herself Marcello decorate the ornately lit double stairway that forms this building’s Grand Staircase.  Most notable among its exterior decoration are two gilded statues on the left and right of its high roof, which surround its central green copper dome, and a plaster relief called The Dance, located near its entrance halls and sculpted by Jean Carpeaux.  Featuring an enormous chandelier and a ceiling repainted by Marc Chagall in the auditorium where the audience would come to watch performances, this is, FTP, what Charles Garnier-designed building that saw the staging of many works by Lully and Rameau?

ANSWER: Paris Opera (accept “Opera Garnier” on an early buzz)

18. He used the color blue to signify the spiritual nature of Vergil in his roughly 100 watercolor illustrations for The Divine Comedy, which were commissioned by John Linell.  The Book of Revelation was the basis of his bizarre four part watercolor series depicting Satan and including The Great Red Dragon and the Woman Clothed in Sun.  His most famous drawing depicts a white-bearded God kneeling down in front of a glowing central orb and emitting twin rays of light into the black sky through his outstretched hand.  That work, The Ancient of Days, appeared as the frontispiece to his book, Europe: A Prophecy.  FTP, name this British artist and engraver also remembered as the author of Songs of Innocence and Songs of Experience.

ANSWER: William Blake
19. An opening G major Allegro melody from the strings consisting of two short E to F sharp trills with D sharp accidentals followed by eighth note staccatos and descending sixteenth notes introduces this operatic selection.  Exhorting on the brightness of the wine in their glasses, the singers complete it right before the start of a trill-heavy mezzo aria about a woman’s burning at the stake, “Stride la Vampa.”  When the singers enter, they remark on how the dawn has caused the clouds in the night sky to disperse, and build up to a boisterous refrain about how what raises their spirits most are their beautiful gypsy women.  FTP, name this chorus from Act II of Il Trovatore, highlighted by the clang of the titular percussion instrument.

ANSWER: “Anvil Chorus” or “Chi del Gitano i Giorni abbella!” or “Vedi!  La Fosche Notturne Spoglie”
20. One of Sissy Spacek’s earliest roles was an eventually cut scene in this producer’s film, Trash.  Another celebrity encounter story tells how Jim Morrison was removed by his manager and replaced by Tom Baker as the star of his, I, A Man; Baker also starred in his Imitation of Christ.  He used a 3D glasses gimmick for his X-rated adaptation of Frankenstein, and cast three drag queens and created a satirical feminist group named “PIG” for his production of Women in Revolt, which was directed by Paul Morrissey and served as a dig at his perennial antagonist Valerie Solanas.  FTP, name this man who directed an eight hour film of the Empire State Building, produced underground films from his “Factory,” and also did paintings of Coca Cola bottles and Campbell’s Soup cans.

ANSWER: Andy Warhol
21. In an act itself parodied by Bartok, the composer seemingly borrowed a melody from the song “You’ll Find Me at Maxim’s” from The Merry Widow, which may be an in-joke since his own son was named Maxim.  The composer downplayed the alleged jingoism of this work in his memoir of uncertain authenticity, Testimony, and claimed he originally titled its movements, calling this symphony’s third movement Adagio “Native Expanses” to wax eloquent on the vastness of his nation.  Meanwhile, its Allegretto first movement contains a much-repeated march and snare drum beat to simulate the movement of invading Nazi troops.  FTP, identify this Dmitri Shostakovich symphony written during the siege of the titular city.

ANSWER: Leningrad Symphony or Shostakovich’s Symphony #7 (require Shostakovich in the answer until mentioned)

