Jacopo Pontormo Tournament of Manners

Chicago Open 2005 Fine Arts Singles, July 1, 2005
Questions by Chris Frankel

Playoff Packet, Round 5
1. The trio “Giuriam, Giuriam Pei Nostri Danni” ends its second act, whose second half mainly involves discussions of revolution between the title character, his ally Gualtiero, and the younger Melcthal, a notoriously high range tenor role that performs the arias “O Muto Asil” and “Corriam, Voliam!”  Roughly six hours in length when performed in entirety, this opera is framed by a romance between Mathilde and Arnoldo, and by the title character’s struggle against the Austrian tyrant Gessler.  Most remembered for the energetic cavalry charge melody that forms the final part of its overture, this is, FTP, what Gioacchino Rossini opera about a Swiss archer who shoots an apple off his son’s head?
ANSWER: William Tell or GuillaumeTell or Guglielmo Tell
2. Two calm landscapes appear on the back wall: one of a sailing ship at sea, the other of trees in a light wind.  The artist’s signature is lower and on the left side of the wall, beneath a gold filigree decoration and above a laundry basket set aside.  On the visibly wet black and white tiled floor, a broom has also been set aside as a curtained doorway frames the scene of a housemaid, wearing a white cap on her head, presenting her mistress, clad in yellow, with the titular object.  FTP, identify this picture of a woman holding a lute in one hand and a sealed envelope in the other, painted by Jan Vermeer.

ANSWER: The Love Letter
3. The photographs Gaudenzio Marconi took of its plaster cast and of its model, Auguste Neyt, were used by the artist to defend himself against accusations that he cast this work directly from a live model.  This statue’s empty left hand was originally supposed to hold a spear, while its right hand is placed atop the crown of his head.  First exhibited as in Brussels as “The Vanquished,” this is, FTP, what Auguste Rodin sculpture of a nude soldier with a grandiose title that reflects the alloy from which it was made?

ANSWER: The Age of Bronze or L’Age d’Airain (accept “The Vanquished” on an early buzz)

4. It ends with an epic 30 minute long movement beginning with a Grave e Molto Adagio section and the lines “Oh vast Rondure, swimming in space” in a depiction of the work “The Explorers.”  Featuring an Allegro Brillante scherzo as its third movement, it calls for a chorus and solo soprano and baritone parts in addition to the standard symphony orchestra.  A musical setting of four poems from Walt Whitman’s Leaves of Grass, it premiered in the same year as its composers Fantasia on a Theme of Thomas Tallis.  FTP, name this Ralph Vaughn Williams symphony with a maritime nickname.

ANSWER: Symphony #1 or Sea Symphony
5. An 1889 studio portrait by him shows the two daughters and wife, Louise, of the friend he would later cuckold, Claude-Emile Schuffenecker.  He entered his first major exhibition with a nude entitled Suzanne Sewing, although a vacation with Charles Laval several years later saw him produce Comings and Goings and Tropical Vegetation, which would anticipate his later work.  Of his many self-portraits, perhaps the most recognizable are his one “near Golgotha” and another entitled Les Miserables, while his other trademark subjects include Breton peasant women and primitive scenes like The Moon and the Earth.  FTP, name this Post-Impressionist, who painted The Yellow Christ and spent his last years living in Tahiti.
ANSWER: Paul Gauguin
6. A block-headed Christ on a crucifix, a group of shrouded figures, and several futuristic-looking knights appear in this structure’s controversial Passion façade, designed by the cubist Josep Subirachs.  Mosaics, fruit-adorned crosses, and the words “Sanctus,” “Hosanna,” and “Excelsis” appear on its high towers, whose planned number was intended to allude to the evangelists, the apostles, Mary, and Jesus.  FTP, name this still-unfinished Art Nouveau church, whose design was primarily the work of Antoni Gaudi.

ANSWER: El Temple Expiatori de la Sagrada Familia or Expiatory Temple of the Holy Family
7. This work’s central movement is placed between a Presto scherzo with a D major trio and the Allegro Giusto finale that forms its fifth movement and returns it to a key with three sharps.  The main movement features a set of the same number of variations as instruments in the ensemble it is scored for, all based on an Andantino theme that was the melody from an earlier lied the composer wrote about the struggle between a gamesman and his prey.  Featuring a double bass in the ensemble in place of a traditional second violin, this is, FTP, what Franz Schubert piano quintet about a fish?

ANSWER: Trout Quintet or Die Forelle
8. Fred Dutton, Herb Barman, and Lloyd Davis briefly held spots during the formative period of this group, which made its home at the Blackhawk night club.  Jazz: Red, Hot, and Cool was one of their last albums before drummer Joe Dodge left in favor of Joe Morello, which also led to Eugene Wright becoming the new bassist.  Primarily led by Paul Desmond and their eponymous pianist, they struck it big with an album that featured “Pick up Sticks,” “Blue Rondo a la Turk,” and a piece that famously used 5/4 time.  FTP, name this long-running jazz foursome whose album Time Out featured the hit “Take Five.”

ANSWER: Dave Brubeck Quartet
9. The painting bearing this name was completed in 1903 and shows the titular hooded figure streaking across a blurry green hillside with orange trees in the background.  This title also describes a more monochromatic drawing by the same artist with the title figure clad in the outfit of a knight, which appeared on the cover of an eponymous almanac.  Alfred Kubin and Gabriele Munter were lesser figures associated with the group of the same name, which focused on abstract and expressionistic themes in nature, and also counted Paul Klee among its members.  FTP, give the colorful name that describes the Munich based, World War I-era art movement founded by Franz Marc and Wassily Kandinsky.

ANSWER: Der Blaue Reiter or The Blue Rider
10. A set of five of them, including “Fifths to Thirds” and “For the Left Hand Alone” comprises an eponymous John Corigliano “Fantasy.”  This term also was the title of Theodore Presser’s magazine for American music scholars, and in the title of two nine part Rachmaninoff sets, is followed by the word “Tableaux.”  Moriz Moszkowski wrote fifteen “Virtuoso” ones for piano, and stands with Carl Czerny and Johann Baptiste Cramer as a leading composer of these teaching pieces for the instrument.  FTP, name this type of technical piece, which also describes a “Transcendental” Liszt series and a “Revolutionary” Chopin piece.

ANSWER: etudes

11. At age thirteen, he began his studies under Torretto, and by age sixteen, he had produced his first major work: a statue of Eurydice for his patron, Giovanni Falieri.  He also executed the statue groups Daedalus and Icarus and Theseus and the Minotaur before being chosen to work at St. Peter’s Basillica for the tomb of Innocent XIII, whose entrance is guarded by a pair of lions he sculpted.  In 1802, he was summoned to Paris, where created a giant nude statue of Napoleon as Mars.  FTP, name this neoclassicist who also sculpted Paulina Borghese as Venus.

ANSWER: Antonio Canova
12. A bizarre prologue shows a roster of circus animals being introduced by the Animal-Tamer, with the title character appearing alongside a snake.  The fatal heart attack of Dr. Goll, the suicide of the Painter, and the title character’s shooting of her second husband Dr. Schon are drawn from the play Earth Spirit, which, along with Pandora’s Box, serves as the basis for this opera, which was left incomplete by its composer’s death until Friedrich Cerha finished its third act in 1979.  FTP, name this Alban Berg opera that ends with the title character getting killed by Jack the Ripper.

ANSWER: Lulu
13. The left half of a generic landscape scene appears on the right end of the wall, while a painting that some scholars have identified as a depiction of Lot and his daughters hangs on the left, heavily obscured by the shadows.  Fourteen figures appear in this painting, including a little boy in a red velvet suit, a grotesque looking woman in the center in a gold dress holding the hand of the boy and putting her other arm around a similarly dressed girl, and the artist himself, a bald man in the back standing at his easel in the darkened left corner.  Noted for its unflatteringly realistic depiction of its royal subjects, this is, FTP, what Francisco Goya painting of a Bourbon king and his relatives?

ANSWER: The Family of Charles IV or The Family of Carlos IV
14. A short opening drum solo prefaces the rotation of themes by bassoons in sixths, oboes in thirds, clarinets in sevenths, flutes in fifths, and muted trumpets in seconds that comprises the bulk of its second *movement, a scherzo called the “Game of Pairs.”  A mysterious string and wind passage backed by rippling harp flourishes opens its mournful third movement Elegia, also alluding back to its introductory Allegro Vivace movement, which features the flute as the first of many sections to be highlighted in a solo.  A 1943 composition in five movements, this is, FTP, what wide-ranging concerto by Bela Bartok?

ANSWER: Concerto for Orchestra (accept “Game of Pairs” or “Giuoco delle Coppie” before the *, and prompt before its name mentioned)

15. Minerva can be seen wielding a staff and expelling the vices from a holy garden in his Triumph of Virtue, which, along with an oil-on-canvas showing Mars and Venus elevated above Parnassus, was painted for Isabella d’Este.  The Madonna of the Caves and Madonna della Vittoria are his best-known depictions of Mary, while the St. Luke and St. Zeno polyptychs are his most famous altarpieces.  His left-oriented setting of the Agony in the Garden is often compared to that of his brother-in-law, Giovanni Bellini, and the illusory image of cherubs peering down from a cloudy sky highlights his ceiling fresco for the Camera degli Sposi.  FTP, name this Northern Italian master of foreshortening and perspective, painter of the Dead Christ and a series of frescos showing the life of St. James.

ANSWER: Andrea Mantegna
16. A possible critique of excessive strictness in religion can be seen in a mother’s regretful dying claim that she taught her son “to fear God instead of to love Him.”  That mother, Mrs. McTavish, dies in the collapse of a church built from shoddy concrete that her immoral son Danny had skimped on in order to make extra money.  Meanwhile, Danny’s wife, Mary Leigh, fears she has been branded a sinner, but finds spiritual redemption from Danny’s pious brother John.  Meanwhile, the first half of this 1923 film is an epic retelling of the story from Exodus.  FTP, name this Cecil B. Demille film, which shares its title with his 1956 biblical epic that starred Charlton Heston and Yul Brynner.
ANSWER: The Ten Commandments
17. The tempo Largo alla Siciliana and a 12/8 time signature are the directions for its trill-filled third movement, entitled “La Paix,” which is followed by an Allegro Spiritoso movement called “Le Rejouissance.”  This suite’s fifth and last movement is a set of two minuets with a brief shift to D minor before a final return to its main key of D major.  Commissioned by George I to celebrate the end of the War of Austrian Succession, this work saw its premiere spoiled when the titular objects ignited the scaffolding.  FTP, name this suite by George Frederic Handel.

ANSWER: Music from the Royal Fireworks
18. His most noteworthy project in Asia is a bridge spanning the Rach Lang River in Saigon.  The wife of Luis I was the namesake of his bridge over the Douro in Porto, Portugal; like many of his trademark bridges, that structure, the Pia Maria Bridge, was an arched metallic railway bridge.  For a 1900 exhibition, he created a popular beehive-shaped rotunda known as La Ruche.  He also had success designing the cupola for the Nice Observatory, though his career was hurt by his ties to the corrupt Ferdinand Lesseps in a failed project to build locks for a Panama Canal.  FTP, identify this French architect who worked with Frederic Bartholdi on the Statue of Liberty and lent his name to a certain tower in Paris.

ANSWER: Gustave Eiffel
19. An unusual case of “incurable hypochondria” afflicts the royal hero of this work, whose opening is prefaced by a scene of cranks, empty-heads, tragedians, and other factions having a boisterous argument.  The black slave-girl Smeraldina joins the evil Clarissa and Leandro in plotting to keep the prince from laughing, but he does so inadvertently after seeing the witch Fata Morgana, and is punished by being stricken with the titular condition as a result.  A popular march highlights Act II, after which the prince sets out with his jester Truffaldino to find the title objects and free Princess Ninetta, in, FTP, what commedia-del-arte inspired Sergei Prokofiev opera about the prince’s desire for a trio of citrus fruits?

ANSWER: The Love for Three Oranges
20. The third of a series of works that also includes The Leaping Horse and The Lock, this painting showcases a body of water that was also featured in the artist’s Scene on a Navigable River.  The cottage of Willy Lott appears on the left edge of this painting, with its small red chimney sticking out on its right edge, whose lower part is obscured by shrubbery.  Flatford Mill also appears in this painting, in which a spotted brown and white dog waits by the banks of the shallow Stour River as two men sit in its center, pulled by two black oxen.  FTP, name this Stafford landscape scene centering on a wagon and painted by John Constable.

ANSWER: The Hay Wain
21. In Papa Jack Laine’s Reliance Band, the brothers Harry and Larry Shields played this instrument.  When performing, Fess Williams and George McClennon used it to produce dissonant honks and squeaks for comic effect in the “gashouse” style of playing this instrument, popularized by Ted Lewis, who also hired Jimmy Dorsey to play it in his band.  Cole Porter’s “Begin the Beguine” was the breakthrough hit for the man called the “king” of FTP, what single reed woodwind instrument played by Artie Shaw and his rival Benny Goodman?
ANSWER: clarinet
