Jacopo Pontormo Tournament of Manners

Chicago Open 2005 Fine Arts Singles, July 1, 2005
Questions by Chris Frankel

Playoff Packet, Round 4
1. This term can be used to describe a Dorian scale with an added major third or a Mixolydian scale with an added major seventh.   A three volume instructional series on “how to play” it was authored by David Baker, and it is often characterized by the use of the flatted fifth interval.  Kenny Clarke and Max Roach were the leading percussion players of this style, which was typically performed in small ensembles as a movement away from big band era swing.  FTP, name this 1940’s brand of jazz popularized by Dizzy Gillespie and Charlie Parker.

ANSWER: bebop
2. This opera opens with a funeral, and after the mourners leave, the grief-stricken “Chiamo il Mio Ben Cosi” is sung by the lead character, who is written as a male alto.  As he embarks on his journey, he sings “Deh Placatevi con Me” to ward off the Furies, and soon the “Dance of the Blessed Spirits” plays as the gates of the Elysian Fields open.  Unlike the myth it is based on, this opera ends happily with Eros restoring the second title character to life, even though her lover technically lost her by making the mistake of looking back at her.  FTP, name this Christoph Gluck opera about a Greek musician and his love.

ANSWER: Orpheus and Eurydice or Orfeo ed Euridice
3. A 1964 history by Carl W. Condit is a definitive chronicle of this group.  A composite of stacked two and three story layers with brick and stone walls surrounding an inner metal layer comprises its early Montauk Block, which was soon eclipsed by the entirely steel and iron-framed Home Insurance Building.  Terra cotta also was a popular material for this group, represented by the Holabird and Roche and Burnham and Root firms.  William Jenney taught most of the members of, FTP, what skyscraper-pioneering architectural school of Dankmar Adler and Louis Sullivan, centered in a major Midwestern city?

ANSWER: First Chicago School 

4. Surprisingly, the central figure, and only subject in this work wearing a simple skullcap and standing back in a recess in the wooden wall behind him, is the servant of the other five subjects.  The middle two of the title characters sit at a table draped by an extravagant gold-patterned red carpet and flip through a giant logbook.  All five of the curly-haired titular men wear tall black hats, with white bibs around their necks contrasting with their all-black outfits.  The rightmost of them clutches a bolt of fabric in his hand in, FTP, what Rembrandt group portrait of officials from a textile guild?

ANSWER: Syndics of the Cloth(maker’s) Guild or Syndics of the Draper’s Guild or The Staalmeesters
5. The trombones and tuba lead an aptly-named Allegro Pomposo section, after which a two minute Moderato section showcasing the triangle, cymbals, xylophone, and others in the percussion section forms the longest and last of the thirteen variations on the opening theme.  For this piece’s finale, an unaccompanied piccolo introduces a melody, which is repeated at turns by the other sections and finally the full orchestra in a lively fugue.  Centering around a theme by Henry *Purcell and written to accompany an educational film, this is, FTP, what Benjamin Britten work written to teach children about the instruments of the orchestra?

ANSWER: A Young Person’s Guide to the Orchestra (accept Variations and Fugue on a Theme of Purcell until the *, prompt after)
6. The artist signed his name right under an ashtray on the table in the foreground, which garnered controversy for its depiction of celebrities Marcellin Desboutin and Ellen Andree as addicts; the two are the only people visible in this scene set at the Nouvelle-Athenes cafe.  A scruffy Desboutin with a pipe in his mouth looks off to the right while dressed in his brown suit and hat.  Ms. Andree is the central figure, wearing a beige and brown dress and a high-seated white hat as she sits in her booth and stares blankly into space while an empty bottle and a full serving of the titular drink sit in front of her.  FTP, name this Edgar Degas painting about a wormwood-based green liqueur.

ANSWER: The Glass of Absinthe or L’Absinthe or Absinthe Drinkers
7. The most noteworthy changes in the artist’s revisions of this piece involved the depiction of fingers: in the original, they are thick, curvy, and well-defined stubs; in the 1923 version they were sharply angled carvings barely differentiable from the surrounding hair.  The piece shares its name with the nickname of the artist’s Gate at Targu Jiu, whose neighboring carved half-circles resembles the eyes of the two intertwined figures in the 1908 version of this sculpture.  FTP, name this primitively-styled sculpture series depicting two lovers embracing, created by Constantin Brancusi.

ANSWER: The Kiss
8. Frederick the Great was a prolific composer for this instrument, having been taught by the author of a 1752 treatise on playing it, Johan Quantz.  Pierre Buffardin and Michel de la Barre were its leading French baroque composers, and the Hotteterre family was credited with developing its transverse variety.  A solo one joins the strings in Bach’s Orchestral Suite #2 in B Minor, figuring prominently in its Minuet and Badinerie.  Traditionally the featured instrument in the concertos The Night, The Storm at Sea, and The Goldfinch by Vivaldi, this is, FTP, what woodwind instrument that does not use reeds and has such variants as the fife and piccolo?
ANSWER: flute (do not accept “recorder”)

9. The lead tenor laments the title character’s greed in “Ah… Mi Tradisce,” as before the intermezzo that precedes Act III, the latter is arrested while trying to gather up a pile of jewels.  “Donna non Vidi Mai,” the in which the male lead is smitten by the title character while seeing her exit a stagecoach, and “In Quelle Trine Morbide,” where the title character regrets running off with the lecherous Treasurer General, Geronte di Ravior, are the standout arias of this opera, which differs from a similarly-titled five act counterpart in that the title character successfully leaves France and makes it to the Louisana desert before dying in the arms of the student, Des Grieux.  FTP, name this early Puccini hit based on a novel by Abbe Prevost.

ANSWER: Manon Lescaut (the other opera is Jules Massenet’s Manon)
10. In each of this painting’s five renditions, a fuzzy mass of thin and elongated poplar trees fills the center, obscuring the view of the title location and jutting out into the dark, hazy sky.  The impression of classically styled ruins is given by the stone entryways carved into the sides.  Rock outcroppings on the sides flank the central approach, towards which a white standing figure and a seated figure manning a pair of oars row a small boat.  A dismal, black-toned body of water surrounds the titular macabre land mass of, FTP, what Arnold Bocklin painting that inspired a tone poem of the same name by Rachmaninoff?

ANSWER: The Isle of the Dead
11. This short piece was later reworked by the composer into the introduction to the concluding Molto Deliberato movement of his Symphony #3.  The flagship of a ten part series commissioned by Eugene Goosens of the Cincinnati Orchestra, it was joined by Deems Taylor’s piece for Russia, Walter Piston’s for the “Fighting French,” and Howard Hanson’s for the Signal Corps, among others, as a morale booster.  No strings or winds are used in this piece, which opens with a flourish of timpani drums before the trumpets, horns, and the lower brass instruments take turns repeating the simple, yet stately, opening theme.  Debuting shortly before income tax day as a tribute to its titular honorees, this is, FTP, what proletarian fanfare by Aaron Copland?

ANSWER: Fanfare for the Common Man
12. This figure, depicted in what looks like wedding attire in an oval chalk piece by John Downman, was the subject of a two volume biography by the poet Thomas Campbell.  Other portrayals include Gilbert Stuart’s solemn and reserved portrait, George Romney’s neoclassical rendition, and Henry Fuseli’s ghoulish rendition of the central figure in Lady Constance, Arthur and Salisbury, inspired by a viewing of King John.  Another involves the image of two ghastly figures standing behind her as she sits in a throne floating in the dark clouds.  FTP, name this actress depicted as the tragic muse in a portrait by Joshua Reynolds.

ANSWER: Sarah Siddons
13. Vasari describes how Leo X commissioned Baccio Bandinelli to make a 1525 copy of this work, for which Giovanni Montorsoli did an erroneous attempt at restoration by making a replacement right arm in an outstretched, rather than a bent position.  Giuliano di Sangallo was one of the men present at Esquiline Hill during the unearthing of this sculpture, placed at the palace of Titus in Natural History by Pliny the Elder, and accredited to Agesander, Polydore, and Athenodorus.  FTP, name this classical sculpture group that shows giant snakes killing the eponymous Trojan priest and his sons.
ANSWER: Laocoon
14. The plot is set in motion by a revelation from a friend that the title character was moved to tears by a line from Autumn Sonata.  The title character comments that he found “nothing” in India, but also describes spending time at the Findhorn community, reading On Hasidism by Martin Buber, watching Tibetan monks meditate in silence, and exploring the Sahara.  Occasionally responding to show satisfaction with his own mundane life, theater actor Wallace Shawn mostly finds himself listening to the title character’s ramblings in, FTP, what Louis Malle film following an evening-long restaurant conversation?

ANSWER: My Dinner with Andre
15. This composer’s diary reveals the existence of such now-lost works as the song “The Dream,” with text by Christoph Tiedge and the song “The Wanderer,” set to the text of Justinus Kerner.  A translated version of Robert Burns’ “On the Shore” and many poems by Friedrich Ruckert, Hermann Rollett, and Heinrich Heine, including “The Lorelei” can be found in this composer’s collection of intact songs.  A piano concerto in A minor and set of three violin and piano romances written for Joseph Joachim are the most celebrated instrumental works by this composer, whose marriage was the result of a lawsuit against her father, Friedrich Wieck.  FTP, identify this pianist and wife of a certain German composer named Robert.
ANSWER: Clara Wieck Schumann (accept “Clara Wieck” until her maiden name is mentioned)

16. The letters “CSCV” arch over the head of a larger-than life enthroned, bearded man, who represents this painting’s titular entity.  Labeled female depictions of Peace, Fortitude, and Prudence sit on his left; Magnanimity, Temperance, and Justice sit on his right, while Faith, Charity, and Hope float over his head.  A companion piece showing villagers doing daily errands in a bustling town full of red and blue buildings and another showing farmers tending their crops in a hilly rural landscape illustrate the title institution’s effects in the city and the countryside, while a horned blue figure labeled “Tyranny” and a ruined city are the highlights of the dilapidated fresco depicting its “bad” counterpart.  Located in the Palazzo Publico in Sienna, this is, FTP, what Ambrogio Lorenzetti fresco about a benevolent ruling body?
ANSWER: Allegory of Good Government
17. Shortly before its opening festivities, police foiled a plot involving terrorists hiding grenades in Jeff Koons’ giant flower sculpture of a puppy, which stands outside its entrance.  The curvy sculptural tower on its eastern side is intersected by the La Salve Bridge, which cuts it off from this building’s vaguely boat-shaped main section.  With its exterior walls plated in shiny titanium, it features an over-150 feet tall central atrium that connects its nineteen galleries and echoes the giant rotunda in its Frank Lloyd Wright-designed counterpart in New York.  FTP, name this art museum located in a Basque city and designed by Frank Gehry.

ANSWER: Guggenheim Museum of Bilbao
18. An oft-told anecdote claims its original performer’s beloved pet, Jack, inspired its 1905 creation.  Wearing a white cap or head-garland, the performer enters the center, and circles around and performs several bourrees to the tune of an independently famous programmatic 3 minute Adagio piece traditionally scored for a solo cello accompanied by a harp or two pianos.  As the finale approaches, the dancer returns to the center, makes several failed attempts at motion before falling on one knee and performing a dramatic port-de-bras with her arms to symbolize the snapping of the neck.  FTP, name this solo ballet routine set to a piece from Carnival of the Animals depicting a moribund bird, the signature routine of Anna Pavlova.

ANSWER: The Dying Swan
19. The title characters sit on a green-legged bench and hold hands, with a cloudy gray sky filling the space behind them.  The figure on the right wears a purple and yellow sleeveless top and a white-edged brown skirt, and is connected to the other figure by an elongated artery that wraps around and joins both of their exposed hearts.  The figure on the left, holding a pair of scissors, is a mirror of her counterpart, but instead provides an image of the artist wearing a white European-styled wedding dress to contrast with the image of her in native Mexican attire.  FTP, identify this dual self portrait by Kahlo.

ANSWER: Two Fridas or Las Dos Fridas
20. An Andante Cantabile second movement with a memorable French horn solo and an Allegro Moderato waltz used in place of a traditional third movement scherzo or minuet characterize the *fifth in E minor.  The fourth one in F minor ends with an Allegro con Fuoco finale and was written around a fate motif and dedicated to Madame von Meck.  The second in C minor and third in D major were both nicknamed after countries, and the last one, in B minor, concludes with a deeply tragic Adagio Lamentoso movement that served as the composer’s death knell.  An unnumbered piece based on “Manfred” is also counted among, FTP, what body of work by what composer that includes the Winter Dreams, Little Russia, and Pathetique?

ANSWER: symphonies by Piotr Ilich Tchaikovsky (prompt on a partial answer, accept Tchaikovsky’s Symphony #5 in E Minor before the *)
21. He anticipated the Pre-Raphaelite movement with such Shakespearean paintings as The Damsel and Orlando and King Lear in the Storm, and was the subject of two biography editions by John Galt.  Though largely self-taught, he studied under William Williams and Gustavus Hesselius and produced a wide range of historical paintings, covering subjects from The Death of Epaminondas to Edward III Crossing the Somme.  Unlike Albert Pinkham Ryder’s desolate, empty scene painted over a century later, he painted a chaotic, crowded scene of a grim massacre in his Death on a Pale Horse, but this Pennsylvanian made his name as the president of the Royal Academy and artist of Penn’s Treaty with the Indians.  FTP, name this painter who showed an Indian and a band of redcoat soldiers looking over their fallen leader at the Plains of Abraham in his The Death of General Wolfe.
ANSWER: Benjamin West
