Jacopo Pontormo Tournament of Manners

Chicago Open 2005 Fine Arts Singles, July 1, 2005
Questions by Chris Frankel

Playoff Packet, Round 3
1. Three of his four string quartets were written by the time he turned 25 in 1890, his final one was a five movement set in D minor, written nearly 20 years later and called Voces Intimae.  He made his only trip to the U.S. to attend the 1914 Norfolk Festival, where he premiered his tone poem The Oceanides.  He composed incidental music for The Tempest, as well a violin concerto in D minor and seven symphonies, having allegedly burned the score for a planned eighth as he abandoned composing for the last decades of his life.  Cementing his reputation as a nationalistic composer with the tone poem Kullervo and the Lemmenkainen Suite, this is, FTP, what composer of Finlandia?
ANSWER: Jean Sibelius
2. The central structure depicted in this work was designed by Isambard Brunel as a means of connecting Taplow and Maidenhead.  Its right side has a farmer working his fields, while the lower left shows a pair of fishermen sitting in a tiny boat in the Thames.  This painting’s main point of action shows a rabbit hurrying away from the course of the tracks, as if to show nature being overwhelmed by machines.  FTP, name this stormy painting of a speeding train on a bridge, a work by Joseph Turner.

ANSWER: Rain, Steam, and Speed or The Great Western Railway
3. Act II, Scene 1 takes place on the morning of February 22, and ends with the protagonist’s wife singing under the Gate of Longevity and Good Will after spending the day being presented with a glass elephant and visiting a pig farm.  The next scene shows the main characters interrupt a performance of The Red Detachment of Women, which was organized by Chiang Ch’ing, the wife of Mao.  With a libretto by Alice Goodman and stage direction by Peter Sellars, this is, FTP, what John Adams opera about a president’s 1973 visit to the Orient?

ANSWER: Nixon in China
4. High atop this work is a dove holding an olive branch, in homage to the coat of arms of the Pamphili family that commissioned it.  The figures depicted are a bearded man gesturing up towards the dove, another bearded man wielding an oar in his left hand, a black man sitting near a pile of coins, and a man with a cloth obscuring his face to signify how his origins had not yet been discovered by Europeans.  FTP, name this Gianlorenzo Bernini piece depicting the Danube, Ganges, de la Plata, and the Nile.

ANSWER: Fountain of the Four Rivers
5. Background scenes include images of a small, white sailboat heading towards the left edge of the painting and of a group of four men rowing near the shore.  In the center, a woman in a red top and a pink skirt holds the hand of her hat-wearing child.  Sitting in front of a woman in black, a man in a sleeveless red shirt smokes a pipe in the foreground, all the while oblivious to the black dog sniffing at the food set down behind him.  On the other side of the foreground, a large-rumped woman holds a leashed monkey in one hand and an umbrella in the others.  FTP, name this park scene painted by George Seurat.
ANSWER: Sunday Afternoon on the Island of La Grande Jatte
6. It was first mentioned in an article by George MacCurdy of Yale, who had heard firsthand about Josef Szombathy’s finding of it in a loess deposit.  Roughly eleven centimeters tall, this oolitic limestone piece has no discernable facial features, just rows of notched concentric rings resembling braids of hair.  Likewise, no arms appear on, FTP, what ancient carving of a wide-hipped, large-breasted female figure named for the Austrian town in which it was discovered?

ANSWER: Venus of Willendorf
7. One of the composer’s last minute changes involved expanding its 28th movement, “Lift Thine Eyes” from a duet into a soprano, soprano, and alto trio.  William Bartholomew, who translated its libretto into English for its premiere in Birmingham, persuaded the composer from making another change and omitting the popular contralto aria, “O Rest in the Lord.”  Rather than opening this work, its overture follows a recitative by the title character, who late sings a duet in which he announces the resurrection of the Widow’s son before warning the people of the evil of Baal and facing the wrath of Ahab and Jezebel.  FTP, name this Felix Mendelssohn oratorio about a prophet who ascends to Heaven in a flaming chariot.

ANSWER: Elijah
8. Roughly two thirds of the way into this three minute long piece, it shifts into a short sixteen measure Trio section in D flat minor, which is highlighted by four note chords from the right hand.  The piece ends without a return to the jazzy opening melody, which primarily consists of alternating rising A flat major and minor arpeggios.  Published by John Stark and Sons in 1899, it was composed and named for an African American social club in Sedalia, Missouri, and helped launch the popularity of ragtime music.  FTP, name this Scott Joplin rag whose nickname also identifies the symbol on the Canadian flag.

ANSWER: Maple Leaf Rag
9. A yellow building with a cross on top and a priest peeping out of its entrance marks the center of the distant background, and beside it, green and white houses surround a red and a blue house that are upside down.  A hand with a ringed forefinger holds a branch in the lower center, and the image of a milkmaid at work appears within the larger image of a white cow’s profile that stares eye to eye with a man’s large, green face.  FTP, name this abstract painting depicting Russian peasant life, a piece by Marc Chagall.

ANSWER: I and the Village
10. The image of a decimal clock and of a giant lighted clock with a man frantically trying to turn the hands help set the otherworldly feel of this film.  A reading of the story of the Tower of Babel provides a parable to the setting, where wealthy citizens live idyllic lives in a land of giant skyscrapers while workers live underground like drones and power their machines.  A socialist message underlies the main plot, a love story between the aristocrat Freder and the worker Maria, who continually exclaims that “between the head and the hands there must be a heart.”  FTP, name this Fritz Lang film about the titular large, futuristic city.

ANSWER: Metropolis
11. Pietro da Cortona’s 1629 painting on this theme for the Sacchetti family takes place against a stormy dark blue sky and shows a woman in white and blue reaching her open hands out to the sky.  Picasso’s 1963 version shows a woman in red with her breasts exposed and a crying child beside her both laying on the ground while a horseback fighter and a nude soldier battle above her.  The most well-known French version shows a man in red on a platform in the upper left, overseeing his men fending off villagers as they run towards the left end with captives in their arms.  FTP, Nicholas Poussin painted what event, in which Romulus’ men carried off the women of a nearby tribe?

ANSWER: The Rape of the Sabine Women or The Abduction of the Sabine Women (accept close variants)

12. John Blow’s “Begin the Song” and “The Glorious Day is Come” were written to honor this figure, and Judith Weir and Colin Matthews were two of seven contemporary composers who wrote a set of variations on Henry Purcell’s “Bright” ode to this person.  “From Harmony, From Heavenly Harmony,” was Giovanni Batista Draghi’s setting of a 1687 John Dryden poem praising this person, while Charles Gounod’ Solemn Mass and Franz Josef Haydn’s third and longest mass are alternatively named for her.  Benjamin Britten wrote a hymn to, FTP, which woman labeled as the patron saint of music and composers?

ANSWER: St. Cecilia
13. His graph-paper drawing, Self Portrait with Equals, and the preliminary sketches for his Three-Way Plug can be found in his collection, Printed Stuff.  Venice was the setting for his performance of Il Corso del Coltello, where he unveiled his giant Knife Ship.  The Batcolumn at Chicago, the Split Button on the University of Pennsylvania campus, and his Clothespin in Philadelphia’s Center Square Plaza are other large scale collaborations with his partner and wife, Coosje van Brugen.  FTP, name this Swedish-born American artist known for his giant sculptures of household objects and food.

ANSWER: Claes Oldenburg
14. Some comic relief is provided in the soprano’s “Einst Traumte Meiner Sel’gen Base,” which tells a ghost story in which the “ghost” turned out to be the family dog.  Particularly powerful is the use of heavy drum beats and string tremolos to set an ominous mood for the midnight scene at the Wolf’s Glen.  A desire to win Prince Ottokar’s contest drives the title character to accept Caspar’s sinister offer to seek help from the demonic Zamiel in, FTP, what opera about Max the marksman, a work by Carl Maria von Weber.
ANSWER: Der Freischutz or The Free-shooter
15. Robert Indiana made a 1963 variation of this painting that centered on a red star surrounded by the words “err,” “die,” “hog,” “eat,” and “U.S.A.” in stenciled letters.  The original, done forty five years earlier, features the name “Bill” in large red letters at the top left, and is lit up by four round globes at the top that resemble street lamps, though the main focus is a bright red fire engine with a repeating logo on it.  Based on a William Carlos Williams poem, FTP, what is this Charles Demuth painting of a giant number?

ANSWER: I Saw the Figure Five in Gold
16. A minor is the most common main key signature for these works, being the setting for four of them, though none were among the six orchestrated by Franz Doppler.  Lento con Duolo is the tempo marking for the fifth in E minor, often dubbed the “Heroide Elegiaque.”  The bombastic final one in D minor was inspired by the composer’s countryman, Kornel Abranyi, while the ninth in E flat major is known as the “Carnival of Pest,” and the fifteenth contains the “Rakoczy March.”  FTP, name this set of nineteen gypsy themed free form piano pieces composed by Franz Liszt.

ANSWER: Hungarian Rhapsodies
17. The tenth of its movements is a sunrise scene, which is preceded by a dance in a rondo form known as a khorovad.  The inept Anatoly Liadov was originally charged with the commission for this work, whose music is often performed by independent orchestra in the form of an abridged suite, typically including a lullaby and a scherzo that depicts a game played with golden apples.  Ivan’s quest to free thirteen princesses from the ogre Katschei forms, FTP, the plot of what ballet involving a flaming avian creature?

ANSWER: The Firebird or L’oiseau de Feu
18. Thomas Hollis commissioned his renditions of the rotunda at Ranelah and the Old Walton Bridge, and paintings of Warwick Castle, Northumberland House, and Eton College Chapel are other examples of his work created after the diplomat Joseph Smith had arranged his move to London.  Despite his election to his hometown’s academy, his late career after his return to Italy lacked the success that he had built up with his trademark capriccios and views of the Molo and the Piazza San Marco.  FTP, name this 18th Century painter synonymous with landscapes of the Grand Canal and other Venice landmarks.

ANSWER: Canaletto or Giovanni Antonio Canal
19. Granville Bantock was the dedicatee of the second one, which contains an A major trio and a main key of A minor, while Ivor Atkins of Worcester Cathedral was the dedicatee of the peculiarly dark third one in C minor.  It took 23 years after the completion of the fourth one in G major before the composer began writing the fifth, and last finished one in C major.  The composer combined the first, and most popular, one with A.C. Benson’s lyrics for “Land of Hope and Glory” to produce an ode for the 1902 coronation of Edward VII.  FTP, name this series of Edward Elgar marches linked with graduation ceremonies.

ANSWER: Pomp and Circumstance Marches
20. A pair of identical slabs of white marble laid in the floor of its honeycomb-roofed salon lent their name to its Hall of Two Sisters.  Ceiling paintings on leather highlight its Hall of Kings, and plaster stalactites hang from the ceiling of its Hall of the Ambassadors, used as a receiving room.  A notable external feature in this complex is a courtyard with a central goldfish-filled pond that is lined by myrtle trees, or Los Arrayanes.  A hand carved over the arch-shaped Gate of Judgment and possibly symbolizing the five pillars of faith marks the entrance of, FTP, what palace that contains the Court of Lions, a historic Moorish fortress in Grenada?
ANSWER: The Alhambra
21. In a memorable line from this film, the protagonist responds to a literary query from his girlfriend by asking if William Faulkner was one of her ex-lovers, to which she responds by quoting from The Wild Palms.  Influential for its introduction of jump cuts, this film follows a young criminal who cuts short a trip to Italy and returns to Paris after killing a policeman, then finds himself betrayed by his American girlfriend Patricia.  FTP, name this New Wave film that ends with the death of Michel Poiccard, a work by Jean-Luc Godard.

ANSWER: Breathless or A Bout de souffle
