Jacopo Pontormo Tournament of Manners

Chicago Open 2005 Fine Arts Singles, July 1, 2005
Questions by Chris Frankel

Playoff Packet, Round 2
1. Approximately fifty candelabras line the walls of the nearly 100 meter long one in Herrenchiemsee, the largest and most expensive castle of Mad King Ludwig.  The one in Schonbrunn was allegedly the site of Mozart’s first public recital, performed for the Hapsburgs.  The most famous one, decorated with hanging crystal chandeliers and busts of Roman emperors, was the product of a collaboration between Jules Hardouin-Mansart and Charles Lebrun, and takes its name from the objects positioned directly across from its seventeen windows.  FTP, identify this highly reflective hallway in the palace of Versailles.

ANSWER: Hall of Mirrors or La Galerie des Glaces
2. The protagonist sings “Jak Mozna Verit” as a boast of his shrewd plan, having made 300 crowns and fooled the villagers, who do not know that he is the lost eldest son of Tobias Micha.  Festivities, including a circus, form the backdrop of the final act, where the ruse is exposed, embarrassing the broker Kecal.  In the end, Micha’s other son Vasek humiliates himself by stumbling in dressed as a bear, and the impending marriage between Jenik and Marenka is celebrated.  FTP, name this Bedrich Smetana opera in which Marenka is sold as a wife-to-be.

ANSWER: The Bartered Bride or Prodana Nevesta
3. Three crafting tools rest on the left-center of the wooden table at the bottom, which also provides a reflection of the clothes worn by the subject.  Wearing a gold-buttoned vest left unbuttoned, the subject has no jacket on, so the flowing white linen of his sleeves are exposed.  His right elbow rests on the table, with his hand holding his chin and his face wearing a thoughtful expression; his left hand holds a silver teapot, which may have been a commentary on colonial Boston politics.  FTP, name this John Singleton Copley portrait of a man known for his “midnight ride.”

ANSWER: Paul Revere
4. His later years were devoted to using his music to pursue world peace, such as with his Christmas oratorio The Manger and his Hymn to the United Nations, whose premiere he conducted just before his 95th birthday.  As a performer, he gained critical acclaim for his recordings of Bach’s six unaccompanied suites for his instrument, which he made shortly before leaving his nation for Prades, France in protest against Francisco Franco’s regime.  FTP, name this 20th Century Spanish cello virtuoso.

ANSWER: Pablo Casals
5. One of these objects almost completely blocks out the light on the left side of the canvas in Last Rays of Sun, which sold for over $15 million at Sotheby’s in 2001.  They appear as distant, shadowy objects in a streaked blue sky in an early 1865 rendition of them at Chailly during sunrise, and a solitary tall one contrasts with the white-covered field surrounding it in The Morning Snow Effect.  Over twenty pictures were painted in an 1890-92 series showing the effects of seasonal sunlight on these bulky structures in their setting at Giverny.  FTP, name these brownish-yellow, grain-comprised masses that were prolifically painted by Claude Monet.

ANSWER: haystacks or grainstacks or wheatstacks or meules
6. Its creator borrowed the “Liebestod” from Tristan and Isolde for the soundtrack of this film, which saw Pierre Batcheff and Simone Mareuil play its main characters.  The action begins when the male lead has a bicycle accident outside a woman’s house, then builds up into an attempted rape scene complete with the images of a rope bearing two monks and two pianos with dead donkeys inside.  Featuring a scene with a woman’s eyeball being slashed with a razor, this is, FTP, what surrealist short film, a collaboration between Luis Bunuel and Salvador Dali?

ANSWER: An Andalusian Dog or Un Chien Andalou
7. This character’s first entrance, marked by a recitative and aria, is followed by a quintet that begins with the lead baritone mumbling, “Hm, hm, hm, hm” before the padlock around his mouth is removed.  In her first aria, “O Zittre Nicht,” she laments her own suffering, but later this character, first performed by Josefa Weber, presents her daughter with a dagger and sings “The Vengeance of Hell is in my Heart” a fast-paced aria that ascends four times to a high F.  FTP, identify this challenging coloratura soprano role, the mother of Pamina and rival of Sarastro, who is driven away by the forces of light at the end of The Magic Flute.
ANSWER: Queen of the Night or Astrofiammante
8. In section 18 of Lucian’s Philopseudes, the narrator describes this work and asks whether it was done by Demetrios, only to learn the name of its true sculptor.  The original is no longer extant, and copies at the British Museum and the Vatican both have incorrectly attached heads; the most well-preserved copy is in the Lancellotti collection in Rome.  Renowned for its ability to capture a moment of rest in the midst of its well-muscled subject’s tightly wound motion, this is FTP, what Myron sculpture of an athlete about to hurl a round projectile?

ANSWER: Discobolos or Discus Thrower
9. This work, the first in its opus of three dances of the same type, was, like the composer’s Piano Concerto No. 2 in F Minor, dedicated to Countess Delphine Potock.  Followed by pieces in C sharp minor and A flat major, it begins with an A flat trill and an introductory eighth note theme in seven measures, all of them centered around the middle of the staff and containing a G natural accidental.  A short dance in 3/4 time set in the key of D flat major, it was written to mimic the way George Sand’s pet was constantly chasing its tail.  FTP, name this waltz by Frederic Chopin that takes longer to play than its popular nickname suggests.
ANSWER: Minute Waltz or Dog Waltz or Valse du Petit Chien
10. His portrait subjects include the daughter and mother Mada and Eugenia Primavesi, and the progression of his style can be seen in the contrast between an early, photo-realistic portrait of a seated Sonja Knips in a bridal dress and his portrait of his lover Emilie Floge in a bejeweled purple dress that blends with the streaks of purple and gold in the background.  A sinister skeletal figure lurks to the left of a huddled mass of colorfully blanketed sleeping figures in his Death and Life, and his erotic portrayals of women of antiquity is most evident in his two paintings of Judith.  FTP, name this Austrian Art Nouveau painter of the ornately-colored The Kiss.

ANSWER: Gustav Klimt
11. A challenging Bohemian Dance is the last of the five movements of Frank Proto’s double bass fantasy on themes from this work, and Proto’s suite also contains a nocturne adaptation of Micaela’s aria.  Franz Waxman and Pablo de Sarasate composed virtuoso violin and orchestra fantasies based on its music, and Vladimir Horowitz often played a short set of piano variations derived from it as an encore.  The original composer adapted two orchestral suites from the music of this opera, and pieces from them include an Aragonaise, a Habanera, and “Los Toreadors.”  FTP, identify this French opera about a bullfighter.

ANSWER: Carmen
12. Positioned in the center of the titular object is a wooden tabletop containing a plate of cherries and a metal cup.  A sinister-looking owl hides in the foliage atop of an unusually placed tree, whose thin trunk is decorated with a red pennant and a roast goose tied to it.  Two naked people, one of them holding up a bowl, can be seen swimming as a man on the right leans over the edge of the title object and vomits overboard.  A nun strumming a lute and a singing monk also appear in, FTP, what Hieronymous Bosch painting showing a bunch of morons in a boat?

ANSWER: Ship of Fools
13. The final piece in this series was rearranged for mezzo-soprano and piano and catalogued as #106 in the composer’s collection, 114 Songs.  That piece, which begins with a soft, fragmented pastoral theme that segues into an English and French horn narrative melody, and ends in near silence after a dissonant brass crescendo, was inspired by a poem of the same name by Robert Underwood Johnson.  The first piece pays tribute to a monument, while the second tells of a child encountering a “tall woman” and a band of marching soldiers after falling asleep at a Fourth of July picnic in Redding.  FTP, a Saint-Gaudens sculpture, Putnam’s Camp, and the Housatonic River at Stockbridge form the basis of what trio of symphonic pieces by Charles Ives?

ANSWER: Three Places in New England or (Charles Ives’) Orchestral Set No. 1
14. This G minor aria uses perfect cadences to create a powerful motif of fate and employs a chromatic five measure ground bass pattern that lasts ten cycles.  It has its singer proclaim, “May my wrongs create / No trouble in thy breast” and request, “Remember me, but ah! forget my fate.”  Followed by its opera’s final chorus, “With Drooping Wings,” and preceded by a despair-ridden recitative to the singer’s sister, “Thy Hand, Belinda,” this is, FTP, what aria sang just before the death of the Queen of Carthage in Henry Purcell’s Dido and Aeneas?
ANSWER: “When I am Laid in Earth” (prompt on “Dido’s Lament”)
15. A sculpture of a meteor by Bruno Giorgi can be found in the reflecting pool of this* city’s Itamaraty Palace.  A C-shaped structure positioned atop a vertical pillar marks its JK Memorial, which was dedicated to the leader who ordered its construction.  Also of note are the Church of Our Lady of Fatima and the Palacio da Alvorada, built as the president’s residence.  Laid out in the outline of an airplane in Lucio Costa’s design, this is, FTP, what planned city featuring the architecture of Oscar Niemeyer, now the capital of Brazil?

ANSWER: Brasilia (accept “Itamaraty Palace” if someone actually buzzes before the *)
16. The main subject is reduced to a distant background image in one scene showing a man working on a large ring-shaped tub and in another showing groups of travelers crossing the Oi River, contrasting with its portrayal as a fiery glowing giant in the “Red” picture.  Mannen Bridge, a beach in Tago Bay, a water mill at Onden, and Inume Pass are other settings in this series, whose most memorable work is “The Great Wave of Kanagawa.”  FTP, name this Hokusai series featuring three dozen renditions of a certain volcano.

ANSWER: Thirty-Six Views of Mount Fuji
17. A free jazz version of this song appears between “Billie’s Bounce” and “On Green Dolphin Street” in Albert Ayler’s 1963 debut album.  Dizzy Gillespie’s cover appears between “Ain’t Misbehavin’” and “Blue Moon” on Cognac Blues, while Abbie Mitchell was the first to perform it, having sang it during the “crap game” scene and in the opening scene as Clara during its opera’s debut.  It also is sung in Act 3 by the opera’s female title character as a lullaby shortly before her would-be abductor Crown is killed.  FTP, “the livin’ is easy, fish are jumpin’, an’ the cotton is high” in what aria turned jazz staple from Porgy and Bess?
ANSWER: “Summertime”

18. Albuquerque and Arizona State University both publicly display fiberglass-constructed “Southwest” takes on this theme by Luis Jimenez.  Emaciated limbs and barbed projections from the head of one of the characters highlight the dramatic weight of a 14th Century wooden miniature version housed at a Bonn museum and nicknamed the “Rottgen.”  The sculptor most often associated with this theme may not have sculpted the bulky Palestrina version, but showed both figures standing upright in his unfinished Rondanini version of this scene, which he began at age 89 in 1564.  FTP, name this sculpture theme, the most famous of which is housed in the Vatican, is attributed to Michelangelo, and depicts a dead Christ slumped in Mary’s lap.

ANSWER: Pieta
19. A drawn-out oboe restatement of its main theme leads to its nebulous closing coda, marked by soft clangs from the antique cymbal and muted strings and horns, the latter of which being the only brass scored for in it.  Marked by a chromatic descent from C sharp to G natural and back up, the main melody is introduced by a solo flute, and the subsequent harp glissandos add to the dreamy and rustic atmosphere that provides the backdrop for the title character’s attempt to “perpetuate” some nymphs as he plays his pipes.  FTP, a Stephane Mallarme poem inspired what Claude Debussy tone poem about a day in the life of a satyr?

ANSWER: Prelude to the Afternoon of a Faun or Prelude a l’apres-midi d’un faune
20. The companion to this work was arranged on a diamond shaped canvas, nicknamed “Victory,” and left unfinished when the artist died in 1944.  It debuted at the gallery of Valentine Dudensing and was sent straight to the Museum of Modern Art a year later.  Notably, the painter chose to omit black from his already limited palette in order to convey the festive mood of the New York City nightlife, interrupting his yellow lines with blocks of gray, red, and blue.  FTP, name this jazzy abstract painting by Piet Mondrian.

ANSWER: Broadway Boogie Woogie
21. The composer used the form of a canon for the quartet “Mir ist so Wunderbar,” which is sung upon the re-entry of Jaquino.  Soon after, Rocco is ordered to dig a special grave deep in the prison, and the title character, as the jailer’s assistant.  The second act opens with the mournful “Gott Welch Dunkel Hier,” but the mood turns hopeful when Florestan recognizes his wife Leonore, who is disguised as the title character.  FTP, identify this only opera by Ludwig von Beethoven.

ANSWER: Fidelio
