Jacopo Pontormo Tournament of Manners

Chicago Open 2005 Fine Arts Singles, July 1, 2005
Questions by Chris Frankel

Playoff Packet, Round 1
1. The three visible children in this work are a girl in the far right peeking from behind a woman’s skirt, and two boys in white on the left: one holding a gold-tinted vessel, the other looking up at one of four grim-looking men in black hats.  A tall staff breaks through the height of the crowd, and a miniature crucifix can be seen mounted atop it.  Among the figures surrounding the hole in the center are a white and black dog, a man in green stockings, and a pair of unpleasant looking priests in red, all standing out from the throngs of sad looking men and women in black.  FTP, name this Gustave Courbet painting of a peasant’s funeral.

ANSWER: A Burial at Ornans or A Funeral at Ornans or Un Enterrement a Ornans
2. In Variation II, the composer uses muted brass and winds to imitate the bleating of the sheep that are mistakenly attacked in that section.  A wind machine is used in Variation VII, and in the ninth and penultimate variation, two bassoons depict a pair of monks encountered by the title character, a knight of “sorrowful countenance.”  A cello portrays the title character, and a viola portrays his donkey-riding squire, in, FTP, what Richard Strauss tone poem about a man from La Mancha?

ANSWER: Don Quixote
3. The presence of six drill holes on the top of this statue’s head indicate that it likely had a helmet or laurel wreath accessory that has since been lost.  Now empty, the clenched right hand of the statue suggests that a lance or sword is also missing.  Commissioned by the Corazzai guild, this statue depicts its subject in a stance of military readiness, wearing a cape and armor and holding a waist-high shield in front of him, thus illustrating him as the patron of armorers.  FTP, name this Donatello statue of the saint also remembered for slaying a dragon.

ANSWER: St. George
4. He composed the popular tenor aria “Desserto in Terra” for his last opera, a tragedy about a failed crusade against the Moors entitled Dom Sebastian, King of Portugal.  Censorship of his Poliuto prompted him to make one of his numerous moves to Paris, where he premiered a comic opera about the lovers Tonio and Marie.  He also wrote a comic opera about the love of Adina and Nemorino, featuring “Una Furtiva Lagrima,” in addition to a tragic opera based on a work of Sir Walter Scott.  FTP, name this Italian composer of The Elixir of Love and Lucia di Lammermoor.
ANSWER: Gaetano Donizetti
5. Australian composer Richard Meale made this painting the subject of the first of his three piece set based on the work of the artist, using woodwind arpeggios and a brass and percussion theme to capture the sound of the titular action.  The painting itself is almost entirely brown and black, with the left side featuring a red-runged ladder extending towards a small red shape in the sky.  Also pictured is a distorted white creature on the right focusing on a red-tipped white crescent in the sky.  FTP, name this Joan Miro painting of a canine “talking” to the sky at night.

ANSWER: Dog Barking at the Moon
6. During its construction, the architect was engaged in a rivalry with the project of Yauso Matsui and his own former partner H. Craig Severance over which would be taller.  The secret construction of a 185 foot spire inside its tower assured a last minute victory for this building and its designer.  Crafted in Art Deco style, this structure by William van Alen features gargoyles shaped like hood ornaments, as well other as other decorative pieces inspired by designs from automobiles.  FTP, name this skyscraper that briefly was the tallest building in the world before being overtaken by the Empire State Building.

ANSWER: Chrysler Building
7. For the first three measures of its second section, an unaccompanied left hand plays a sixteenth note melody with alternating A notes in an Allegro tempo.  Not to be confused with its composer’s “Dorian” combination piece of the same name and key, this work opens in an Adagio tempo with a mordent and a high A that is held with a fermata.  The organ pedal adds weight to the ascending diminished seventh chord arpeggio that introduces the sixteenth-note filled Prestissimo passage, which consists primarily of rapid broken scales and arpeggios.  FTP, identify this ominous-sounding J.S. Bach work consisting of two pieces in D minor.

ANSWER: Toccata and Fugue in D Minor (prompt on “Toccata,” do not accept “Dorian Toccata and Fugue in D Minor”)

8. He departed from his main instrument to play piano in a 1963 solo album for Impulse Records, which followed his The Black Saint and the Sinner Lady.  He spent time in Duke Ellington’s band, but an altercation with trombonist Juan Tizol brought about his reputation as the only musician ever fired by Ellington.  His popular recordings include Changes I and Changes II, and Let My Children Hear Music.  FTP, name this pioneering jazz bandleader and bass player, who also recorded Pithecanthropus Erectus.
ANSWER: Charles Mingus
9. The key of C major is used for both the introductory appearance of the protagonist’s theme and the closing victory procession, with the latter containing an underlying oboe theme to remind the audience that one character is still alive.  Commissioned by the director of a local children’s theater, Natalia Satz, this quasi-educational piece is prefaced by an expository section in which the narrator reveals that the clarinet represents the cat and the timpani drums represent a hunting party.  FTP, name this fairy tale Prokofiev piece in which the strings represent the titular boy and the French horns his lupine adversary.

ANSWER: Peter and the Wolf
10. The three-sailed white square-rigger that passes by in the distant horizon of the background may either represent hope or indifference.  Meanwhile, stalks of sugarcane spill out of the cargo hold of the white vessel at the center of this painting, which also has a broken mast.  As a waterspout moves in the background and sharks swarm in the foreground, a black man lies stoically on the battered ship.  FTP, name this Winslow Homer painting of a boat adrift in the waves of the Atlantic.

ANSWER: The Gulf Stream
11. A simplistic two movement concerto in D major that Leopold Mozart wrote in 1762 shows the limited range this instrument had before the modifications of Anton Weidinger.  In 1803, Weidinger commissioned the concerto in E flat major by Johann Hummel, which showed significant advancement from the earlier days in which Jeremiah Clarke had written a namesake voluntary for this instrument.  The E flat major concerto of Franz Josef Haydn is, FTP, another work written for this highest-pitched of the four major brass instruments.

ANSWER: trumpet (do not prompt on or accept “cornet”)

12. When closed, it shows a pair of monochromatic scenes, each set in a simulated niche under an arch: the right half shows Gabriel entering and raising his staff, while the left shows a bird flying over the head of a seated Mary as the annunciation occurs.  When it is open, the far right shows Margaret standing atop a dragon and Mary Magdalene holding a jar of ointment, and the far left shows Thomas and Anthony.  Both side panels also show that the central “Adoration of the Shepherds” scene is being watched by assorted members of the donating family, with Maria and her daughter on the right and Tommaso and the family’s sons on the left.  FTP, name this Hugo van der Goes altarpiece painted for an Italian banking family.

ANSWER: Portinari Altarpiece
13. It was designed as a composite of the face of dancer Ellen Price and the torso of the sculptor’s own wife, Eline.  Placed near Langelinie Quay, this fragile-looking piece by Edward Eriksen was targeted by a 1964 project by the Situationist International art movement, whose leader, Jorgen Nash, decapitated it to protest consumerism.  Another incident saw dynamite used to blow this bronze statue off its usual perch, a boulder in the harbor, and still another saw vandals spray paint a bra and panties on it.  FTP, name this oft-abused statue located in Copenhagen and inspired by a Hans Christian Andersen story.

ANSWER: Little Mermaid
14. The artist once wrote that while the peony belonged to Georges Jennin and the hollyhock to Ernest Quost, these objects were his own.  Gauguin did an 1888 portrait showing the artist painting them, and it is said the series of paintings depicting them was intended to be displayed on the walls of Gauguin’s bedroom.  Images of four-cut and two-cut versions laid out flat comprise the earlier four-part Paris series, but in the more popular Arles series, these fiery-colored objects were placed in vases for still-life paintings.  FTP, name these flowers that were a favorite subject of Vincent van Gogh.

ANSWER: sunflowers
15. The prologue has an orchestral interlude depicting a sunrise interrupt a scene of a frantic descent to the earth in search of a broken rope.  The other key scene of its prologue sees its hero receive the horse Grane as he begins his journey to the castle of the Gibichungs.  Later, his lover betrays him by revealing that his weak spot is his back, but recants and prepares a funeral pyre for him after he is speared to death by Hagen.  The opera ends with an epic flooding of the Rhine and the image of Valhalla in flames.  FTP, name this final opera of Wagner’s Ring Cycle.

ANSWER: Die Gotterdammerung or The Twilight of the Gods
16. In Book IV of Vitruvius’ Ten Books of Architecture their appearance is compared to that of a shapely matron wearing flowing robes, and the bead-and-reel, dentil, and egg-and-dart ornaments on their cornices likened to festive headgear adorning the large paired volutes on their capitals.  In more modern times, they were used as supports for the Whitehall Chapel by Inigo Jones, though a major ancient use of them occurred in the Temple of Artemis at Ephesus.  FTP, name this Greek order whose columns were topped by large scrolling spirals, in contrast to the Corinthian and Doric orders.

ANSWER: Ionic order

17. He wowed audiences at the Panama-Pacific exposition with the expressly written chorus, “Hail, California!” and the oratorio, The Promised Land.  His thirteen operas include Ascanio and Ettiene Marcel, while his works for orchestra and solo instrument include five piano concertos, the last of which is nicknamed the “Egyptian,” and the violin pieces Havanaise and Introduction and Rondo Capriccioso.  This man also found success with the last of his three numbered symphonies, the Organ Symphony, as well as a tone poem that borrows from the Dies Irae.  FTP, name this French composer of Danse Macabre.
ANSWER: Camille Saint-Saens
18. In its prior two years as a Broadway play, this film had George Jessel in the lead role, though he turned the movie role down for salary reasons.  Its protagonist gets support from dancer Mary Dale, and ends up winning a role in “April Follies.”  However, the success is bittersweet due to the protestations of Cantor Rabinowitz, his father, who eventually falls ill.  Featuring Jack Robin singing “Mammy” while wearing blackface, this is, FTP, what 1927 film starring Al Jolson, the first to feature sound?

ANSWER: The Jazz Singer
19. The most comical image in this painting is that of a putto naked from the waist down, with a wreath around his head and a dazed look on his face, urinating into a stream and stumbling drunkenly towards the naked girl who is about to pass out in the lower right foreground.  A man in red and a woman in white dance in a circle, and to their right, a man in a white tunic stares at the half-full jug of wine he holds up.  FTP, name this Titian painting of a bunch of people getting hammered to celebrate the arrival of Dionysus.

ANSWER: Bacchanal of the Andrians
20. One in the tempo Allegretto Grottesco follows the “Cossack’s Dance” and a waltz in Ottorino Respighi’s orchestration of Rossini’s The Fantastic Toyshop.  A dance of this type is also performed at Maxim’s by the Grisettes in Act III of Franz Lehar’s The Merry Widow.  Combining elements of the polka and quadrille, and traditionally performed in 2/4 time, this dance also appears in the ballet Parisian Life.  FTP, identify this high-kicking French dance popularized by Jacques Offenbach in Orpheus in the Underworld.

ANSWER: can can
21 In 1999, the artist’s estate, represented by the James Cohan Gallery, presented this work as a gift to the Dia Art Foundation.  Inspired by a trip to Ohio’s Great Serpent Mound, the artist traveled to Rozel Point and hired local contractor Bob Phillips to help him move over 6,000 tons of basalt, which were arranged into a swirling extension and photographed from a helicopter.  FTP, name this giant Robert Smithson piece located at the Great Salt Lake.

ANSWER: Spiral Jetty
