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Tossups by Subash Maddipoti

1. After his 21st birthday, he spends a great deal of time courting his love at the home of Mrs. Brandley. While getting involved in helping his Uncle Provis, he finds out that his love has chosen Bentley Drummle over him. This realization and other revelations allow him to reconcile with his brother-in-law, Joe, before he leaves the country with his best friend, Herbert Pocket. The harshest truth is that the help he has received from Jaggers was actually due to the escaped convict, Abel Magwitch, not Miss Havisham, as he had thought. Nevertheless, he is reunited with Estella, and all ends well, FTP, for what Dickens character, the protagonist of Great Expectations?


Answer: Pip or Philip Pirrip

2. Its second incarnation was headed by J. Parnell Thomas, whose tactics led to the establishment of the opposition CFA. The power of this group was seriously curbed after the Supreme Court decision in DeGregory v. New Hampshire, but it had lost most of its steam by 1966 anyway. While Richard Nixon was a member of it, he first gained national fame for his role in the Alger Hiss case. FTP, name this Congressional committee, originally headed by Martin Dies, which was responsible for the anticommunist Hollywood witch-hunts of 1947.


Answer: HUAC or House Un-American Activities Committee
3. When they are injected before the first cell cycle, an effect known as preloading can occur, whereby there is a 30 to 50 % increase in their replication during the S phase. All varieties that are attached to the cell membrane are termed episomes, while those that can impart antibiotic resistance are known as R factors. Cells that contain them are termed F plus and are capable of acting as the donor in conjugation. FTP, identify this type of circular, extrachromosomal DNA that occurs in bacteria.


Answer: plasmid 

4. Nicholas of Cusa praised this painter upon his pilgrimage to Rome in 1450, during which he did a portrait of Francesco d’Este. Upon his return to his native country he completed his two most famous triptychs, the Seven Sacraments Triptych and the Braque family triptych. Works like his Deposition confirm the conclusion that he was a pupil of the Master of Flemalle, definitely the most famous. FTP, identify this painter of Portrait of a Lady, behind Jan van Eyck as the most influential Flemish painter of the 15th century. 


Answer: Rogier van der Weyden or Roger of the Meadow or Roger of the Pasture   

5. In its third stanza, the speaker is critical of mortal love, which lapses into “breathing human passion,” and soon vanishes, leaving only “a burning forehead, and a panting tongue.” The speaker looks at a picture of a young man playing a pipe in the second stanza, and a group of villages sacrificing a heifer in the fourth stanza. Both pictures are on the title object, which is addressed as the “foster-child of silence and slow time” and the “still unravish’d bride of quietness.” FTP, name this poem, famous for the line “Beauty is truth, truth beauty,” an ode by John Keats.


Answer: Ode on a Grecian Urn
6. He claimed that his hatred of the Poles developed from stories told to him by his childhood nurse, Jane Lyon. His rule was marked by the development of His Majesty’s Own Chancery, a six-department bureau that oversaw all affairs of state. One rumor states that this ruler poisoned himself after hearing of the defeat of his forces at Evpatoria. The third son of Paul I, he came to the throne after the Grand Duke Constantine refused it. The vacancy was due to the death of his eldest brother, Alexander I. FTP, name this Russian tsar who ruled from 1825 to 1855.


Answer: Nicholas I 

7. Commonly used varieties include air-core, iron-core, isolation, and impedance-matching ones. As this device achieves a modification first from electric current to a magnetic field and then back again to an electric current, you can achieve either a step-up or step-down effect. In one of these devices, every turn of wire, whether in the primary or secondary coil, encloses the same magnetic flux, thus both coils induce the same potential emf. FTP, identify this device that either increases or reduces the voltage, transferring electric energy from an AC circuit to one or more other circuits.


Answer: transformer 

8. As a child he is taken in by the king of Seriphus, Polydectes. After most of his adventures, his throw of a discus kills his grandfather, Acrisius, who had abandoned him earlier. He uses a weapon gained in his adventures to subdue both Phineus, a jealous rival, and Atlas, who attempted to stop him on his journey. This son of Danae and Zeus eventually gets to marry the daughter of Cepheus after defeating a sea monster. FTP, identify this savior of Andromeda, who uses winged sandals, the cap of Hades, and the reflection in his shield to obtain the head of Medusa.


Answer: Perseus 

9. After becoming an ordained priest in the Latin Tridentine Church, she starred as the Virgin Mary in Neil Jordan’s The Butcher Boy. She recently said in Time that she has a “huge calling toward celibacy,” shortly after saying to Curve magazine, “I've gone out with blokes because I haven't necessarily been terribly comfortable about being a lesbian.” This all might be publicity for the album Faith and Courage, which she hopes will achieve the success of I Do Not Want What I Have Not Got. FTP, name this singer notorious for tearing up a picture of the pope on Saturday Night Live and famous for her hit song “Nothing Compares to U.”


Answer: Sinead O’Connor
10. It opens with a performance of the opera Faust starring Christine Nilsson. A mysterious character for much of the novel is Monsieur Riviere, who may or may not have been involved in a scandalous affair. Gossip regarding the upper crust of society is provided by Sillerton Taylor and Larry Lefferts, with most of the talk revolving around the flamboyant Julius Beaufort. It tells the tale of a successful lawyer, who falls in love with his fiance’s cousin though he can never fulfill that love. Set in 1870s New York, FTP, identify this work centering on the trio of Ellen Olenska, May Welland, and Newland Archer, a novel by Edith Wharton. 


Answer: The Age of Innocence 

11. His mother, Agnes, served as regent during his early childhood before he was briefly kidnapped by Archbishop Anno and the regency was transferred to Archbishop Adalbert. Herman of Salm became the leader of his opponents after this man put down a rebellion led by Rudolf of Swabia. He would later narrowly escape the troops of Robert Guiscard after installing Clement III as pope. A famous story goes that he was made to wait for days in the snow outside Canossa before being granted absolution. FTP, identify this monarch embroiled in the lay investiture controversy with Pope Gregory VII, a 12th century AD German king and Holy Roman Emperor.


Answer: Henry IV 

12. Its creator formulated it due to the need to account for the volume of a gas particle. Because a particle occupies a physical volume, the space available to the gas is less than the actual volume of the container, thus its namesake offered a correction to the already existing formula of “PV equals nRT.” It is only used for extreme cases of pressure and temperature, explaining the slight modification to the Ideal Gas Law. FTP, identify this equation of state named for the Dutch scientist better known for his weak ass forces.


Answer: Van der Waals equation of state

13. He composed six “London” sonatas under the tutelage of composer Giovanni Sammartini, and later attained moderate success with the operas Artaserse and La Caduta de’giganti. However, his famous work came after he met the librettist Ranieri Calzabigi. He hated the composer Niccolo Piccinni and their rivalry divided Paris for much of the 1770’s. Nevertheless, history has favored this composer of Telemacco and Orfeo ed Euridice. FTP, name this German best-known for the companion operas, Iphigenie en Aulide and Iphigenie en Tauride.


Answer: Christoph Willibald Gluck
14. Among the few things that the title character learned is the philosophy of Spinoza. Near the end of the novel, he finds out that he has a son, Chaim. He is wary of the Black Hundreds Organization but helps one of their members, Lebedev, anyway and gets a job as a bookkeeper. The trouble starts with the murder of the boy Zhenia, for which the title character is falsely accused. During his time in prison, his father-in-law, Shmuel, dies and he is visited by his estranged wife, Raisl, before he is pardoned. FTP, such is the tale of the Jew Yakov Bok, the title character of what Bernard Malamud novel? 


Answer: The Fixer 

15. Samuel Hoar was one of its founders and also called the convention that would lead to its end. In its last ticket appearance this party had 12 congressman and its presidential candidate, John Hale, won over five percent of the vote. It succeeded in getting Charles Sumner elected to the Senate, but its most successful ticket was the first, consisting of Charles Francis Adams and Martin Van Buren. This entity was composed primarily of Barnburners, or New York Democrats, and former Liberty Party members. FTP, identify this political party formed in 1848 that opposed the extension of slavery into new territories.


Answer: Free Soil Party

16. When Johann Schonborn, the prince elector, sent this man on a mission to Paris he met the Jansenist theologian Antoine Arnauld, whose help he sought for reunion of the church.  He explained the importance of studying the indivdual as an entitate tota, or whole being, in his De Principio Individui. Mendelssohn’s Philosophical Speeches praised this man, who argued that nothing occurs without a reason with his principle of sufficient reason. In his criticism of the Cartesian laws of motion, he formulated dynamics and laid the foundations of both integral and differential calculus. FTP, identify this 17th and 18th century philosopher who formulated the concept of the monad.


Answer: Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz
17. In soldering it is a substance that cleans the surface of the metal to be soldered. In metallurgy it is a substance that helps to meld and remove the solid impurities as slag. In nucleonics its is defined as the concentration of nuclear particles or rays. However, it is better known in the quantity where it is symbolized by phi and measured in webers. FTP, identify this value that is the product of the strength of a field and the area of a loop in magnetics. 


Answer: flux
18. The first section of Kierkegaard’s Concluding Unscientific Postscript is dedicated to this author. Early comedies like The Free Thinker and The Old Maid did not convey what he truly desired as is reflected in his “Correspondence about Tragedy” to his friends Friedrich Nicolai and Moses Mendelssohn. The influence of George Farquhar and Samuel Richardson can be clearly seen in later works like the comedy Minna von Barnhelm and the tragedy Miss Sara Sampson. FTP, identify this 18th century German dramatist best known for the treatise Laokoon and the play Nathan der Weise.


Answer: Gotthold Lessing
19. The pivotal moment of the battle came when a force of 1,500 harquebusiers opened fire on the rear of the opposing cavalry, decimating the horses as well as the adjacent Swiss infantry. The siege of the city was lifted by the arrival of a 23,000-man force under Francisco de Avalos, and the besieging army was routed, with their commander being taken hostage and sent to Madrid. Defeat at this battle lost the French the dominance they enjoyed in northern Italy, with that power going to the victorious Spaniards. FTP, name this 1525 battle, in which the forces of Charles V of Spain defeated Francis I of France. 


Answer: Battle of Pavia
20. His important economic publications include Secular Movements in Production and Prices and Economic Growth of Nations. His major contributions include developing national income accounts and performing the historical research necessary to reconstruct that data for the U.S. back to 1869. In addition, he demonstrated that there are cyclical variations in growth rates that are related to population, and these changes are known as his cycles. FTP, name this author of National Income and its Composition, 1919 to 1938, the Russian winner of the 1971 Nobel.


Answer: Simon Kuznets
21. After the narrator witnesses his house burning down, he is startled by a portrait that appears on some of the plaster remains. His first act of violence, during a night of drunkenness, involves the use of a penknife on Pluto. Following the removal of an eyeball, the narrator is calm until the introduction of a second version of what he had supposedly killed by hanging. In a rage he kills his wife with an axe to her brain, and walls her up in the cellar, only to be discovered due to his own arrogance and a cry from the titular beast. FTP, name this Edgar Allan Poe short story about a very unlucky animal. 


Answer: The Black Cat
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1. Identify the following regarding Mexico during the first half of the 19th century for the stated number of points.

A. For 10 points, the Treaty of Cordoba, recognizing Mexico’s independence, was signed under this military leader. He ruled Mexico as Emperor Agustin I from 1822 to 1823.


Answer: Agustin de Iturbide
B. For 15 points, Iturbide gained fame with this plan for Mexican independence. It was also known as the Plan of Three Guarantees because it promised independence, equality for Spaniards and Creoles, and the supremacy of Catholicism.


Answer: Plan de Iguala
C. For 5 points, Iturbide was forced to abdicate largely due to opposition led by this man, better known as a general during the Texan revolt and the Mexican-American War.


Answre: Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna
2. Answer the following about ring compounds FTP each.

A. This a radical obtained from a ring hydrocarbon by removing one hydrogen atom from the ring.


Answer: aryl
B. According to this rule, ring compounds that contain 4n plus 2 pi electrons, where n is a whole number, are aromatic.


Answer: Huckel’s rule

C. This is the common name given to a benzene derivative with one attached ethyl group


Answer: styrene
3. Identify these 20th century American novels from descriptions FTP each or 5 if you need the author.

A. 10: The narrator is recruited by Jack to work for the Brotherhood, whose efforts are opposed by Ras the Exhorter.

5: Ralph Ellison


Answer: Invisible Man
B. 10: Duncan Trice and Mortimer Littlepaugh both commit suicide in this novel, whose other characters include Sam MacMurfee and Sugar-Boy O’Sheean.

5: Robert Penn Warren


Answer: All the King’s Men
C. 10: The title character is tormented by Shrike and shot by Peter Doyle after sleeping with Doyle's wife.

5: Nathaniel West


Answer: Miss Lonelyhearts
4. Answer the following about baseball in the first half of the 20th century FTP each.

A. In 1920 this star pitcher and manager of the Chicago American Giants formed the Negro National League.


Answer: Andrew “Rube” Foster
B. After joining the St. Louis Cardinals franchise in 1917, this man slowly purchased direct ownership of minor league clubs, and by 1940 the Cardinal system contained 32 clubs and 700 players. This creation of a farm system was part of the genius of this man, the “Mahatma.”


Answer: Branch Rickey
C. Also known as “Big Six,” this man pitched 17 seasons for the New York Giants. A master of the screwball, he won 30 games in either 3 or 4 seasons. 


Answer: Christy Mathewson
5. Identify these famous Roman women FTP each.

A. This woman was the wife of Claudius, the sister of Caligula, and the mother of Nero.


Answer: Agrippina the Younger
B. This daughter of Scipio Africanus Major was the mother of the Gracchi.


Answer: Cornelia
C. This woman, the mother of the emperor Tiberius, sought to advance her son’s position with her second husband, Augustus. Upon Augustus’ death she changed her name to Julia Augusta.


Answer: Livia Drusilla

6. Identify these parts of the heart FTP each.

A. These pocketlike valves help prevent backflow of blood from the pulmonary artery or aorta into the ventricles. 


Answer: semilunar valves

B. Along with the Purkinje fibers, and both the SA and AV nodes, this group of fibers is the fourth part of the heart’s electrical conducting system.


Answer: bundle of His [HISS]

C. The heart is enclosed and suspended by a membrane known as this.


Answer: pericardium
7. Answer the following about a certain play FTP each.

A. This Ibsen play tells of Hjalmar Ekdal, who finds out that his daughter Hedvig was actually fathered by Werle. In an attempt to recapture Hjalmar’s love, Hedvig accidentally shoots herself while trying to kill the title character.


Answer: The Wild Duck
B. This son of Werle moves in with the Ekdals to expose the truth, believing that it will make the family stronger in the end. Apparently he was wrong.


Answer: Gregers Werle

C. Along with Mr. Molvik, this man lives below the Ekdals. He warns Gregers of the dangers in exposing a “life lie,” but his word is not heeded.


Answer: Dr. Relling
8. Identify the following related philosophers FTP each.

A. This Brit, the most prominent member of the absoulute Idealists, is best known for his work Appearance and Reality.


Answer: Francis Herbert Bradley
B. Bradley largely based his principles on the work of this man, whose major works include The Phenomenology of Mind and Philosophy of Right.


Answer: Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel
C. Hegel’s colleagues at Jena included this philosopher, who is known for his System of Transcendental Philosophy, in which he claimed that art was the unity between the natural and the spiritual.


Answer: Friedrich Schelling
9. Identify the following operas with monks FTP each.

A. Fra Melitone is a Franciscan monk in this Verdi opera, which centers on the tragic love between Don Alvaro and Leonora.


Answer: La Forza del Destino or The Force of Destiny
B. Pimen is a monk in this Mussorgsky opera that ends with the death of the title character and the triumph of the “false” Dmitri.


Answer: Boris Gudonov
C. The Abbe is a monk and poet in this Umberto Giordano opera about the real life titular French poet.


Answer: Andrea Chenier
10. Answer the following about 20th century American foreign policy FTP each.

A. This doctrine stated that the U.S. did not intend to recognize as legal any situation, treaty, or agreement impairing U.S. treaty rights or brought about by means contrary to the Pact of Paris. It was issued following Japan’s occupation of Manchuria in 1931.


Answer: Stimson Doctrine

B. By the terms of this 1908 concord, Japan agreed to respect the United States’ Open Door Policy in China.


Answer: Root-Takahira Agreement (names may be reversed)

C. This was the name of the foreign policy created by Philander Knox and his boss. It is best seen in Nicaragua, where the U.S. supported the overthrow of Jose Zelaya, established a customs collector, and guaranteed loans to the Nicaraguan government.


Answer: Dollar Diplomacy
11. Answer the following about some particles FTP each.

A. A positive one of these particles consists of one up quark and one antidown quark.


Answer: pion or pi meson
B. This is the heaviest of the charged leptons, about 3,700 times heavier than an electron. It was named and discovered by Martin Perl in the mid-1970s.

 
Answer: tau particle

C. All or nothing, identify the three flavors of quarks that have a plus 2/3 charge.


Answer: up, charm, and top
12. Answer the following relating to the works of Matthew Arnold for the stated number of points.

A. For 5 points, this best-kown poem of Arnold’s opens with the line, “The sea is calm tonight.”


Answer: Dover Beach
B. For 10 points, Arnold was inspired to write this poem by a passage in Glanvill’s Vanity of Dogmatizing that told of a 17th century student who dropped out of Oxford. The first 61 lines of the poem are addressed to the shepherd, who is actually the reader.


Answer: The Scholar Gypsy
C. For 15 points, Arnold wrote several poems addressed to this woman who he reputedly met in Switzerland. The first is simply titled “Isolation,” while a second was published in Empedocles on Etna entitled to her “in Returning a Volume of the Letters of Ortis.” 


Answer: Marguerite
13. Identify the Renaissance sculptors of these works FTP each. 

A. This man is best known for such works as “Zuccone” and the equestrian statue of “Gattamelata.”


Answer: Donatello or Donnato di Betto Bardi
B. This man’s works include the colossal “Mars and Neptune” statues for the Doge’s Palace in Venice. His Florentine sculptures include “St. James and the Elder” for Santa Maria del Fiore and “Bacchus,” which sits in the Bargello.


Answer: Jacopo Sansovino or Jacopo Tatti

C. This man’s best known sculpture is “Hercules and Antaeus,” while his best known engraving is “The Battle of the Ten Nudes.”


Answer: Antonio Pollaiuolo
14. Identify the following about Pragmatic Sanctions in history FTP each.

A. The most famous Pragmatic Sanction was decreed by Charles VI of Austria so that this daughter of his could ascend to the throne.


Answer: Maria Theresa
B. This Spanish king issued a Pragmatic Sanction in 1830 allowing his daughter to rule as Isabella II. His decision would lead to the birth of Carlism and a period of civil war.


Answer: Ferdinand VII
C. The Pragmatic Sanction of Bourges [BORJH] was issued by this French king, who sought to approve the decree Sacrosancta, which had been issued by the Council of Constance and reaffirmed by the Council of Basel.


Answer: Charles VII
15. Answer the following about possible roles of the p53 gene in humans FTP each.

A. p53 is believed to function as one of this class of genes, which act to suppress cell division and can be abbreviated as TS genes.

Answer: tumor suppressor genes

B. p53 is also believed to play a role in this process, which is defined as programmed cell death.

Answer: apoptosis
C. This is the name given to the syndrome associated with a p53 mutation. It results in a predisposition to develop cancers of the breast, lung, bladder, and colon with a high frequency.

Answer: Li-Fraumeni syndrome

16. Answer the following about a certain author FTP each. 

A. This novel tells the story of Anna Wulf, a Communist writer living in London. By the end of the novel, Anna finds salvation and avoids a breakdown by creating the title object.


Answer: The Golden Notebook
B. What woman wrote The Golden Notebook? Ian Smith banned her from returning to Rhodesia, where she grew up from the age of five.  


Answer: Doris Lessing
C. This novel, Doris Lessing’s first, tells of Mary Turner, who decides to wed Dick, a farmer, after she overhears some women saying that she will never marry. Her irrational decision leads to the burning of Dick’s farm; a taboo affair with Moses, a black houseboy; and her death at the hands of Moses.


Answer: The Grass is Singing
17. Given a Norse god identify his or her parents for 5 points per parent.

A. Vidar


Answer: Odin and Grid or Gridr
B. Fenris Wolf


Answer: Loki and Angrboda 

C. Freya


Answer: Niord and Skadi
18. Identify these chess grandmasters, none of whom is John Sheahan, for the stated number of points.

A. For 5 points, known as the “Beast of Baku” this current World Champion will defend his title against Vladimir Kramnik later this year.


Answer: Garry Kasparov
B. For 10 points, This boring defensive master took the World Championship from Botvinnik in 1963. He then defended successfully against Boris Spassky, but lost his second title defence to Spassky in 1969.


Answer: Tigran Petrosian
C. For 15 points, This Pole won a remarkable five consecutive tournaments in 1912, which was dubbed his namesake year. He was debilitated by anthropophobia and a mental illness, which led to his complaints of an imaginary fly that disrupted his concentration during tournaments. Sadly, he was never able to challenge for the World Championship.


Answer: Akiba Rubinstein 

19. Answer the following about the Saint Bartholomew’s Day Massacre FTP each.

A. This admiral is acknowledged as the first person killed. Catherine de Medici ordered his death because this man threatened a Huguenot revolt unless war was declared against Spain.


Answer: Gaspard de Coligny
B. Most of the victims were gathered to witness the marriage of Margaret of Valois to this man, who founded the Bourbon royal line in 1589. 


Answer: Henry IV or Henry of Navarre
C. Upon hearing of the massacre of so many Protestants, this gleeful pope ordered bonfires to be lit in Rome, ordered a medal of the event to be struck, and commissioned Vasari to paint a mural of the killings.


Answer: Pope Gregory XIII or Ugo Boncompagni

20. Identify these American writers from the Northwest for 15 points each.

A. This Native American from Spokane is best known for books like The Lone Ranger and Tonto Fistfight in Heaven. His most recent novel Indian Killer, followed the American Book Award-winning Reservation Blues.


Answer: Sherman Alexie
B. This native Oregonian and onetime student of John Gardner is best known for his short stories such as “What We Talk About When We Talk About Love.” In “Errand” he discusses Anton Chekhov’s dying days.


Answer: Raymond Carver
