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Tossups by Kelly McKenzie
1. It was created for The Firm by Charles Moffet, who stole it for the Libyans, after which it was recovered by a Vietnam vet and hidden in the Valley of the Gods. In order to gain protection from the government, it was then used in various missions assigned by Archangel to its possessors, Dominic Santini and Stringfellow Hawk. FTP, name this super-helicopter, the subject of a 1980’s television series starring Ernest Borgnine and Jan-Michael Vincent.

Answer: Airwolf

2. After an encounter with a Roman prostitute this character leaves “the Monkey”, Mary Jane Reed, and is later rejected by the socialist Naomi. A successful lawyer and Commissioner of Human Opportunity for New York City, he tells Dr. Spielvogel about his childhood, including his perpetually constipated father, overbearing mother, and obsession with masturbation. FTP, name this character whose “complaint” is the subject of a novel by Philip Roth.

Answer: Alexander Portnoy

3. Despite their triumph at this battle, the victors were able to gain few concessions at the following year’s Peace of Thorn. The conquest of the lands of its losers was only prevented by the vigorous defence of Henry of Plauen. In this encounter, Witold of Lithuania and his cousin, King Ladislav, crushed the forces of Grand Master Ulrich von Jungingen, killing him and 205 of his knights. FTP, name this skirmish that ended the military dominance of the Teutonic Knights, a 1410 conflict that shares its name with an August 1914 battle at which Germany routed Russia.

Answer: Tannenberg or Grunwald
4. The hexose monophosphate shunt produces several metabolites that can be shuffled into it. Enolase is the penultimate enzyme used, while its first step calls for two treatments of hexokinase. It begins with two phosphorylation reactions that produce two triose-phosphate molecules, which are then converted, under aerobic conditions, to pyruvate, yielding a net gain of two ATP molecules. FTP, name this series of reactions also called the Embden-Meyerhof pathway, in which glucose is broken down

Answer: glycolysis (accept early answer of “Embden-Meyerhof” Pathway)

5. Although the background is dominated by shades of blue and green, the top left contains a rectangular strip of pink, which is reflected by the base of the painting’s subject. On the top right, seemingly scrawled in chicken scratch, is the painting’s title. Its creation was described by its artist as “taking a line for a walk,” with the result being a depiction of a device with what appears to be a handle connected to several wires that hold up bird-like objects. FTP, name this 1922 painting by Paul Klee [KLAY].

Answer: Twittering Machine
6. It includes such poems as the Troiae Halosis and the Bellum Civile, which parody Seneca and Lucan and are presented as the work of Eumolpus. The work is conjectured to have originally comprised 20 books, of which we have parts of books 14, 15, and 16, which recount the adventures of the unscrupulous Ascyltus, the boy Giton, and the narrator, Encolpius. FTP, what is this work, which contains the famous "Trimalchio's Feast," a first century AD comic novel by Petronius?

Answer: Satyrica or the Satyricon Liber or Book of Satyrlike Adventures
7. This man was so popular that 80% of the population of Washington D.C. attended his funeral on March 22, 1820. He served on the court-martial that suspended James Barron, who would kill him in a duel twelve years later. After his daring recapture of the Philadelphia during the Tripolitan War, he became a captain, and he would become a national hero by forcing the Bay of Algiers to sign a treaty ending US tribute to the Barbary pirates. FTP, name this naval commander famous for his phrase “Our country, right or wrong.”

Answer: Stephen Decatur
8. Patrick Blackett won a Nobel for utilizing one of these devices in his experiments. The diffraction version contains two parts with the lower part being subjected to solid carbon dioxide. The expansion variety consists of a container holding air and ethanol, which undergoes a temperature change via adiabatic expansion, causing the gaseous ethanol to become supersaturated. Excess moisture in the vapor is then deposited in drops on the tracks of ions created by the passage of ionizing radiation. FTP, name this device used to track the paths of particles, a device invented by Charles Wilson.

Answer: cloud chamber
9. This man’s valley, described in Joel as a place of judgment, has been identified by tradition as the northern extension of the vale of Kidron. Son and successor of King Asa and father of Jehoram, he was an ally of King Ahab and fought with Ahab at Ramoth-gilead against the Syrians, and was the first king of Judah to make a treaty with Israel. FTP, name this reform-minded 9th century BCE king associated today with jumping.

Answer: Jehoshaphat 

10. The second one protests "Hang it all, Robert Browning, there can be but the one 'Sordello,'" before returning to the ships that appear in the first one. That first one, through line 67, is a loose translation of Book XI of the Odyssey. Later ones consider usury, the accomplishments of the Chinese dynasties, and American history, and work upon them encompassed over 50 years of the author’s life.  FTP, name this unfinished collection of poems, with Section: Rock-Drill and the Pisan group, a work of Ezra Pound.

Answer: The Cantos of Ezra Pound

11. Upon reaching the Mediterrean the Lombards refused to supply ships and hoped-for miracles did not occur, which led to the stalling of this expedition. Led by Stephen of Vendome and Nicholas of Cologne, its combined forces numbered approximately 30,000. Many of its participants were sold into slavery in Marseille, while others were absolved of their vows by Innocent III and returned home. Begun under the assumption that the pure and innocent were the most effective servants of God, FTP, name this 1212 Crusade that hoped to capture Jerusalem using an army of unarmed 10 to 18 year-olds.

Answer: the Children’s Crusade

12. Around its 4 kilometer high scarp are many ancient landslips, which have produced an apron of debris extending out about 600 kilometers. The period of 20 to 200 million years has been given as the time for the most recent activity of this largest member of the Tharsis chain. It is 27 kilometers above the mean surface level and contains a caldera 80 kilometers across. Visible as a white spot from Earth, FTP, name this tallest mountain in the solar system, a famous Martian volcano.

Answer: Olympus Mons

13. This opera’s first aria is about a hunchback jester at the Eisenach court and is called “The Legend of Kleinzach.” After the protagonist sings this, he complies with the wishes of the gathered students at Luther’s Tavern leading to the rest of this three-act opera. He goes on to describe Antonia, who dies at the hands of Dr. Miracle; Giulietta, the assistant of the evil magician Dapertutto; and Olympia, the life-like robot created by Spalanzani and destroyed by Coppelius. FTP, name this opera by Jacques Offenbach based on the stories of a German author.

Answer: The Tales of Hoffmann or Les contes d’Hoffmann
14. In this novel, the protagonist’s daughter Elizabeth breaks free of her attraction to her embittered tutor Doris Kilman. The protagonist’s uncertainty about her love for Elizabeth and her conventional husband Richard is exacerbated by meetings with her best friend Sally Seton and with her former fiance Peter Walsh. While she dithers, the poet and war casualty Septimus Warren Smith commits suicide. FTP, this describes the events occurring in one day in the life of the title character of what novel by Virginia Woolf?

Answer: Mrs. Dalloway
15. This activist became a born-again Christian and a Republican after returning to the United States from Algeria, to which he had fled to avoid prosecution for an April 1968 shootout with Oakland, California police. He had earlier been paroled with the help of a collection of his essays published in Ramparts magazine in 1966. Those essays describe his political views and denounce American racism. FTP, name this one-time minister of information for the Black Panthers and author of Souls on Ice. 

Answer: (Leroy) Eldridge Cleaver
16. It is used to differentiate the alpha and beta pinenes and also to purify paraldehyde. At the end of this process the more volatile components can be found above the less volatile ones. In it, vapour from the liquid rises up a column filled with glass beads until it condenses. The rising vapour flows over the liquid, establishing a steady state and allowing various parts of the mixture to be drawn off at points on the column. FTP, name this technique utilized to separate a mixture of liquids by distillation

Answer: fractional distillation or fractionation or differential distillation
17. It is dedicated to David H. Pinsent and has a motto from Kyrnberger.  Section 6 describes the general form of propositions, but ends by advising the reader to treat the author's own propositions as a ladder to be thrown away after it is climbed, while section 7 states that "What we cannot speak about we must pass over in silence."  FTP, identify this philosophical work, which first appeared in 1921 as its author's dissertation, the only book published during his lifetime by Ludwig Wittgenstein.

Answer: Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus or Logisch-Philosophische Abhandlung
18. The lagoons of this island’s narrow alluvial plain are linked by the Pangalanes Canal. Its central plateau is bounded by the Cliff of Bongolova and the Great Cliff, or Cliff of Angavo, while the Bay of Antongil lies off of its northeast coast. Its major peaks include Tsaratanana and Boby Peak, which offer little refuge to this island’s Malagasay population. Separated from the mainland by the 250-mile wide Mozambique Channel, FTP, name this fourth largest island in the world, with its capital at Antananarivo.

Answer: Madagascar
19. This scientist showed that focusing of the eye occurs by changing the shape of the eye’s lens and that astigmatism is due to irregular curvature. He also theorized that there are receptors in the brain sensitive to each of the primary colors. Along with Champollion he deciphered the Rosetta Stone, and with his slit device, he identified the phenomenon of interference allowing for a revival of the wave theory of light. FTP, name this English scientist best-known for his aforementioned double-slit experiment and a measure of elasticity known as his modulus.

Answer: Thomas Young
20. After his exile, he lived with his son-in-law at Tusculum and was wounded in battle at Lake Regillus.  Both he and his brother Aruns were married to women named Tullia, the daughters of Servius Tullius, but his sister-in-law arranged for the murders of her husband and his wife and married this man, who received his nickname by disregarding the Senate as he fought the Gabini and Volsci.  FTP, identify this ruler of Rome, whose son Sextus ravished Lucretia, and who, upon his expulsion by the people in 510 BC, became the last king of Rome. 

Answer: Lucius Tarquinius Superbus
21. This artist’s earliest extant picture is a fragment of the portrait Jacobus Zaffius, though his first masterpiece is considered to be The Gypsy Girl, alternately titled La Bohemienne. He pioneered a new genre with works like The Banquet of the Officers of the St. George Militia Company- the genre of the group portrait. Almost all of his time was spent in his native Haarlem, where he perfected the art of portraying merry subjects. FTP, name this Dutch master whose work is typified by his magnum opus, The Laughing Cavalier.

Answer: Frans Hals
22. This kingdom is notable for their round stone towers called brocks, and for underground stone houses called weems. Living in the region from Fife to Caithness, their northern and southern kingdoms were united by the seventh century, and in 843 they were united with the Scots to form what would become Scotland. FTP, what was this ancient people, who lived to the north of Hadrian's Wall and who were named for the Latin meaning “painted peoples?”

Answer: Picts
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1. FTP each, name these Graham Greene novels.

A. The narrator Maurice Bendrix has a five-year extra-marital relationship with Sarah Miles. When a V-1 bomb explodes outside Bendix’s apartment Sarah believes him dead, triggering a religious awakening.

Answer: The End of the Affair
B. The West African deputy police commissioner Scobie is torn between compassion for his wife Louise and pity for the young widow Helen.

Answer: The Heart of the Matter
3. Set in Cuba before the communist revolution, this novel is a comical spy story about a British vacuum-cleaner salesman’s misadventures in the British Secret Service.

Answer: Our Man in Havana
2. FTP each, name these Supreme Court cases.

A. Reversed by Chicago, Burlington, and Quincy Railroad v. Chicago, this 1833 decision unanimously held that the Bill of Rights only applied to the federal government in denying a claim that a city pay restitution for a city policy that reduced a wharf’s value.

Answer: Barron v. Baltimore
B. Marking the start of the systematic extension of the Bill of Rights to the states, this 1925 case stated that the 14th Amendment obliged states to uphold 1st Amendment protections of freedom of speech and of the press.

Answer: Gitlow v. New York
C. Marking the first instance when the Supreme Court unequivocally characterized legal classifications according to race as “inherently suspect,” this 1967 unanimous decision ruled that state laws forbidding interracial marriages violated the fourteenth amendment.

Answer: Loving v. Virginia
3. On a 15-5 basis, name these not-very-similar philosophers from works.

A. 15: On the Fourfold Root of the Principle of Sufficient Reason; Parerga and Paralipomena
5: The World as Will and Idea
Answer: Arthur Schopenhauer

B. 15: Individualism Old and New; Reconstruction in Philosophy
5: Democracy and Education
Answer: John Dewey

4. In 1885 a law was discovered describing the lines of the atomic spectrum of hydrogen. The law states that “1 over lambda equals R times quantity 1 over n sub 1 squared plus 1 over n sub 2 squared close quantity.”  FTP each, name these series which result from the above law.

A.  Setting n sub 1 equal to 2 gives this series of lines in the visible spectrum named for the Swedish discoverer of the law cited above.

Answer: Balmer series

B. Setting n sub 1 equal to 3 gives this infrared series, named for the scientist who, with Ernest Back, discovered an effect on atomic line spectra in strong magnetic fields.

Answer: Paschen series

C. Setting n sub 1 equal to 1 gives this series which falls in the ultraviolet range, and which is the strongest feature of the solar spectrum as observed by satellites above the atmosphere.

Answer: Lyman series

5. Answer these questions about a famous French guy, FTP each.

A. This Benedictine doctor published editions of Hippocrates and Galen in 1532, though he is more famous for his own writings, which are considerably funnier.

Answer: Francois Rabelais
B. Rabelais's first novel deals with the early adventures of this character, who meets Panurge while studying at the University of Paris.

Answer: Pantagruel
C. In the third book, Panurge gets Pantagruel to go to Cathay with him to visit this Oracle, which tells him to "drink."

Answer: the Oracle of the Holy Bottle
6. FTP each, name these rulers of Haiti.

A. This freed slave forced the British to withdraw from Haiti in 1798 and resisted an 1802 French invasion, but was treacherously seized by the French and died in a dungeon in 1803.

Answer: Francois Dominique Toussaint L’Ouverture
B. This general defeated the French in 1803, and on Haiti’s independence the next year he ruled as a despot until his assassination in 1806.

Answer: Jean Jacques Dessalines

C. This general plotted Dessalines’ assassination and ruled North Haiti as King Henri I from 1806 until 1820. His suicide by silver bullet helped inspire The Emperor Jones.

Answer: Henri Christophe
7. 30-20-10, name the composer from works.

30: The Shepherds of the Delectable Mountains and A Vision of Aeroplanes 

20: The operas Riders to the Sea and Hugh the Drover
10: Fantasia on a Theme of Thomas Tallis, London Symphony
Answer: Ralph Vaughan Williams
8. FTP each, name these plant growth substances.

A.  These substances are responsible for the promotion of growth by cell enlargement, maintenance of apical dominance, and initiation of root formation in cuttings. Examples include indoleacetic acid.

Answer: auxins

B. These substances promote shoot elongation, often overcoming genetic dwarfism, and are also involved in the release of buds from dormancy and in promoting seed germination.

Answer: gibberellins

C. Zeatin is a naturally occurring example of this growth substance, which stimulates cell division in the presence of auxin.

Answer: cytokinin
9. FTP each, identify the following from the chorus of Greek classical drama.

A. This was the first choral passage, sung as the chorus was entering the orchestra, and was named for the passage at the side of the stage.

Answer: parodos

B. Not a Leon Uris novel, this was the last choral passage, sung as the chorus was leaving the stage.

Answer: exodos

C. Meaning “contest”, this occurred when the two halves of the chorus argued over some contemporary question.

Answer: agon
10. In 1665, on the death of Philip IV of Spain, his son-in-law Louis XIV claimed that his wife stood to inherit a certain Spanish possession, and war soon broke out between France and the United Provinces, England, and Sweden. FTP each:

A. What was the name of this war?

Answer: War of Devolution

B. The War of Devolution resulted from Louis’ attempt to seize what Spanish possession?

Answer: Spanish Netherlands
C. Louis made his claim for the Spanish Netherlands based on the inheritance rights of what woman, his wife and Philip’s daughter?

Answer: Maria Theresa of Spain

11. FTP each, name these Aztec deities.

A. Literally meaning “hummingbird of the left”, this Aztec sun and war god led the tribe during their migration from Aztlan to Tenochtitlan, which he ordered to be built.

Answer: Huitzilopochtli or Xiuhpilli or Totec
B. The Aztec earth goddess, she conceived Huitzilopochtli after having kept in her bosom a ball of hummingbird feathers that fell from the sky.

Answer: Coatlicue or Teteoinnan or Toci
C. This famous feathered serpent god was common to the Aztecs and Toltecs.

Answer: Quetzalcoatl
12. FTP each, name these parts of the brain.

A. This part of the brain consists of two ridges, one over each of the two lateral ventricles. Its function appears to be related to the generation of emotions.

Answer: hippocampus
B. This part is derived from the forebrain and is located on the ventral surface below the cerebrum. It regulates body temperature, sleeping, and feeding, and produces the hormones oxytocin and vasopressin.

Answer: hypothalamus

C. Both the hippocampus and hypothalamus belong to this poorly-understood region of the brain involved in the control and expression of mood and instinct.

Answer: Limbic system

13. FTP each, name these poems by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow.

A. The titular captain asks his friend John Alden to help him woo the orphan Priscilla, but John loves Priscilla himself. 

Answer: The Courtship of Miles Standish
B. A skipper takes his daughter to sea, and when a hurricane hits the ship, he ties her to the mast. Unfortunately for her, the skipper dies and the ship sinks.

Answer: The Wreck of the Hesperus

C. It is said of the title character of this poem that “the muscles of his brawny arms / Are strong as iron bands.” He runs his business “Under a spreading chestnut-tree.”


Answer: The Village Blacksmith 
14. FTP each, answer the following about a split in the Republican party.

A. Led by Roscoe Conkling, this faction of conservative Republicans opposed the end of Reconstruction and reform of the civil service during the presidency of Hayes.

Answer: Stalwarts

B. In 1880, the Stalwarts supported a third term for Ulysses S. Grant, but they were opposed by this anti-Grant wing of the Republican Party led by James Blaine, who succeeded in getting Garfield elected.

Answer: Half-breeds
C. Garfield incited the resignation of both New York senators by appointing an anti-Stalwart as collector of customs at New York. One of those senators was Roscoe Conkling. Name the other.  

Answer: Thomas Platt
15. FTP each, name these really cool art techniques developed by the Dada movement.

A. This is a photograph produced without a camera by placing objects directly on sensitized paper and exposing them to light. It was developed by the artist originally named Emmanuel Rudnitsky.

Answer: rayograph or photogram
B. Invented by Oscar Dominguez and used by Max Ernst, in this technique, splashes of color are laid with a broad brush on thin white paper, which is then covered with another sheet and rubbed so that the wet pigment flows haphazardly, producing fantastic effects.

Answer: decalcomania
C. French for “rubbing”, a piece of paper is placed over a rough surface and rubbed with a crayon or pencil until it acquires the surface quality of the surface beneath. Ernst was well known for his use of this technique as well as collage.

Answer: frottage
16. FTP each, answer the following about the use of a character name in a recent film.

A. In Batman Returns, this is the megalomaniacal businessman who is coerced by the Penguin into helping elect the Penguin mayor of Gotham City.

Answer: Max Schreck

B. The character Max Schreck was portrayed by this actor, who has recently portrayed the headless horseman in Sleepy Hollow and the archangel Gabriel in the third installment of his Prophecy series. 

Answer: Christopher Walken

C. Max Schreck was the real-life star of what 1922 F.W. Murnau film, in which Schreck plays the cursed Count Orlok?

Answer: Nosferatu, eine Symphonie des Grauens
17. The original units of radiation are not coherent with SI units, and they are gradually being replaced with SI derived units. FTP each, name these SI-consistent units.

A. This is the SI unit of activity, and is smaller than the curie by a factor of 3.7 times 10 to the 10th power.

Answer: becquerel

B. The SI unit of absorbed dose, it is equal to 100 rads.

Answer: gray

C. This is the SI unit of dose equivalent, equal to 100 rems.

Answer: sievert
18. FTP each, name the European authors of these children’s classics.

A. Pippi Longstocking
Answer: Astrid Lindgren

B. The Little Mermaid
Answer: Hans Christian Anderson

C. Pinocchio
Answer: Carlo Collodi or Carlo Lorenzini
19. FTP each, name these pretenders to the English throne.

A. The son of James Stuart, the Old Pretender, this Young Pretender used his charm to gain support for the 45 Rebellion, but after its failure he did little else of note.

Answer: Charles Edward, the Young Pretender or Bonnie Prince Charlie
B. This pretender posed from 1491-97 as Richard, the younger of Edward IV’s murdered sons. He was captured in Cornwall in 1497 and executed, and is the subject of a bitchin' play by John Ford.

Answer: Perkin Warbeck

C. Certain Yorkists claimed that this man was actually Edward, the murdered son of George, duke of Clarence, and he was crowned Edward VI in Dublin in 1487. Captured a month later, Henry VII declined to kill him, instead employing him in the royal kitchens.


Answer: Lambert Simnel
20. FTP each, name these bodies of water around Italy.

A. This strait separates Corsica and Sardinia.

Answer: Strait of Bonifacio

B. This channel links the Tyrrhenian and Ionian seas and separates Italy from Sicily.


Answer: Strait of Messina 

C. This sea off northwest Italy is bordered by Corsica on the south, Tuscany and Romanga on the east, and the Gulf of Genoa on the north.

Answer: Ligurian Sea

21.  FTP each, name these important battles of the War of 1812.

A. In this battle of October 12 and 13, 1812, Van Rensselear’s New York militia were defeated when some of his forces refused to cross the Niagara into Canada, and U.S. troops refused to aid Van Rensselear because he was a militia officer. The loss ended U.S. hopes of occupying Canada in 1812.

Answer: Queenstown Heights

B. Fought near Niagara Falls on July 25, 1814, this draw between Jacob Brown’s US troops and the British under George Drummond, combined with heavy losses at Chippewa River, forced the evacuation of Fort Erie.

Answer: Lundy’s Lane

C. George Prevost’s invasion of New York was ended by this September 11, 1814 battle in which Captain Thomas MacDonough’s 5 ships and 10 gunboats defeated George Downie’s flotilla of 4 ships and 12 gunboats.

Answer: Battle of Lake Champlain


