2000 Chicago Open

Tossups by Mike Angel

1. At about 10 A.M., a phone call was received in Berlin with the only word spoken being “kolibri.” Gustav von Kahr was found hacked to death in a swamp near Dachau while Kurt von Schleicher and Gregor Strasser were both found shot. Stadelheim prison outside of Munchen was the site of many of the deaths, including that of Ernest Rohm.  FTP, name this event of 1934, which saw Hitler eliminate many S.A. leaders under the pretext of their homosexual activity.


Answer: the Night of the Long Knives
2. This bluish-white alpha star is a visual triple with an orange companion. It is the 25th brightest star in the sky and is alternatively known as Kabeleced. On some Oriental maps it appears in the constellation “The Great Chariot” or “The Yellow Dragon” while the Incans believed it to lie in the “Puma.” It, along with Fomalhaut, Antares, and Aldebaran, is among the four “royal stars” and it lies at the base of the Sickle. It is brighter than Denebola, making it the brightest star in its constellation. FTP, name this alpha star in the constellation Leo


Answer: Regulus
3. It makes reference to Coleridge’s “Ode to the Departing Year” in the line describing the “broken lyres.” According to the poet himself, the observer is “taking a full look at the worst,” a required step in thinking toward a "way to the Better.” It moves from observation of a winter landscape to a vision of the death of an era, as the poem was written on December 31, 1900. FTP name this poem whose titular bird is described as “frail, gaunt and small," a work of Thomas Hardy.


Answer: The Darkling Thrush
4. He governed a group of elves called the Lios-alfar from his palace in Alfheim. He carried a marvelous sword of sunbeams that could fight of its own accord, though he loses it at Ragnarok. He must then climb the other Norse tree, Laardrasil, where he receives a stag’s horn to fight with. Always carried in a chariot pulled by his personal boar, Gullin-bursti, he will be killed by Surt and doesn’t have a chance to use his folding boat, Skidbladnir. FTP name this god of summer and vegetation, the son of Niord and brother of Freya.


Answer: Frey
5. It was created after its originator examined the Lochner case, and it was specifically mentioned by Justice Brewer in his opinion. The first two pages were dedicated to the normal legal precedents but the next 100 pages were filled with statistical, sociological, and psychological data relating to women in the workplace. FTP name this revolutionary brief used in Muller v. Oregon that began the practice of including social and psychological facts in briefs, a document prepared by its namesake, a future Jewish Supreme Court justice.


Answer: the Brandeis brief

6. Sergei Chetverikov was fired from his job and died blind and broke. Nikolai Vavilov, who worked hard to create a seed bank to feed the people of the world, was convicted in a five minute trial and thrown in jail where, ironically, he starved to death. The preceding acts, along with the insanely idiotic idea of “self-thinning out” and the phrase “the zygote is no fool” can be attributed to this scientist whose most prolific experiment involved a grand total of two individual plants. FTP name this Soviet agronomist, the creator of the theory of “vernalization”, who destroyed the Russian dairy industry, while serving as an inept scientific dictator during Stalin’s regime.


Answer: T. D. Lysenko
7. Works he wrote during the early 1970s include a novel, The Hermit, and dramatic works like Killing Game, A Hell of a Mess, and a reworking of Shakespeare entitled Macbett.  In the previous decade he had success with Exit the King and A Stroll in the Air, but he is best known today for the "antilogical" plays he wrote in the '50s, including The New Tenant and The Chairs. FTP name this playwright of The Lesson and The Bald Soprano who was one absurd Romanian.

Answer: Eugene Ionesco
8. He studied for a time under Domenichino where he shed his mannerist tendencies and began his classical style. His most personal early work is considered to be Inspiration of the Poet, and his affinity for mythological scenes can be scene in such works as Echo and Narcissus and Shepherds of Arcadia. His other main theme was that of history seen in works like The Death of Germanicus and Landscape with Diogenes. FTP name this painter of such works as St. John on Patmos and Rape of the Sabine Women who is considered to be the foremost French painter of the 17th century.


Answer: Nicolas Poussin
9. In one of the scenes cut from this movie, Felisha asks to use the main character’s microwave; he asks Felisha for the item to be heated and she replies “I was thinking maybe I could take the microwave to my house.” In another cut scene, the main character’s father informs him that if he were killed, his parents didn’t have enough money for a funeral and would have to act like they didn’t know him. This was supposed to be the second scene where Craig’s father talked to him while on the toilet. But luckily Craig used a baseball bat, a brick, and a trash can to defeat neighborhood menace Deebo and managed not to get shot by Big Worm. FTP, name this comedy starring Chris Tucker and Ice Cube.


Answer: Friday
10. It resulted in the recognition of the autonomy of Outer Mongolia and the secret decision to give Byelo-Russia and the Ukraine full membership in the United Nations.  It issued the Declaration of Liberated Europe, pledging support for popularly elected postwar governments, though that would be difficult with the 20 billion dollars in reparations the Soviet Union demanded from Germany.  FTP, identify this conference at which Stalin agreed to go to war in the Far East, held in February 1945 in the Crimea.

Answer: the Yalta conference

11. This law was discovered when its namesake was studying the alcohol content of French wine in 1882 and seven years later Ernst Beckmann did further work with it. Generally it only holds true for dilute solutions, though certain  mixtures obey it over a variety of concentrations and are deemed “perfect solutions.” Any liquid that obeys this law is termed an “ideal solution” and deviations in it lead to the formation of azeotropes. FTP, name this chemical law which relates the partial vapor pressure of a solvent to its mole fraction.


Answer: Raoult’s Law

12. The longest section ends when Jesse Bentley takes his grandson David Hardy into the woods so they can sacrifice a lamb to God.  The first section tells of the suspected pederast Wing Biddlebaum, and this work ends with "Departure," in which the protagonist gets on a train to leave the titular town. The aforementioned “Godliness” and “Hands” are just two of, FTP, what collection of short stories first published in 1919 and unified by the character of the young reporter George Willard, a work by Sherwood Anderson?

Answer: Winesburg, Ohio
13. He focused on the U.S. in such works as Character and Opinion in the United States and The Genteel Tradition at Bay. He became interested in the systems of Plato and Aristotle and divided his works into the personal and the academic. Some of his other works include Lucifer: A Theological Tragedy, Dialogues in Limbo, and the memoirs Persons and Places. FTP name this philosopher, a long-time professor at Harvard who wrote The Sense of Beauty and The Last Puritan, perhaps best remembered for saying that “those who forget history are condemned to repeat it.”


Answer: George Santayana
14. Originally named Uskudama, this city was besieged by the Avars in AD 586 and fell to the Bulgars in the 10th century. The first of at least seven battles at this site occurred when the armies of Licinius were routed by Constantine. The Bulgarians would capture it despite Enver Bey’s attempts to hold on to this city during the First Balkan War in 1913. Now called Edirne, it is still best-known as the site where Fritigern led the Visigoths to victory. FTP, name this Turkish city where the Visigoths smashed a Roman army under Valens in AD 378. 


Answer: Adrianople or Hadrianopolis (accept “Edirne” before it is mentioned)

15. Excessive serum concentrations of this amino acid are found in individuals afflicted with homocystinuria. Cyanogen bromide is a highly selective reagent that will cleave peptides only at this amino acid, which is the second most common component of alpha helices. It is formed by serine and cysteine sulfhydryl, which is necessary because it is the only amino acid other than cysteine to contain sulfur. FTP name this amino acid with side chain CH2-CH2-S-CH3 that is coded A-U-G and is the starting amino acid in all proteins.

Answer: methionine
16. Some of this author's most irritating short stories are collected in Cronopios and Famas, while his later works include All Fires the Fire and A Manual for Manuel.  In 1951 he moved to Paris and that same year he published his first short story collection, Bestiary. One of his most famous novels is open-ended and invites the reader to rearrange different parts of the novel, which centers on the character of Horacio Oliveira. FTP, name this UNESCO translator, the Argentine author of Hopscotch.


Answer: Julio Cortazar
17. His interest in music was aroused at age 11 when he heard a clarinet quartet by Crusell. He had 3 piano lessons from John Field and traveled to Milan in 1830 after spending 4 years in the Ministry of Communications. He composed 2 string quartets as well as Trio Pathetique. Some of his orchestral works include Capriccio brillante, Night in Madrid, and Kamarinskaya. FTP, name this early nationalistic Russian composer who created the operas Ruslan and Ludmilla and A Life for the Tsar.


Answer: Mikhail Ivanivich Glinka
18. This country, with a tropical savanna climate, has many marshy coastal areas in the east. The south consists of flat, coastal lowlands, while the north is dominated by highlands between five and seven thousand feet. Some of the major rivers of this country include the Pungwe, Revue, Ruvuma, Save and Limpopo. Its third and second largest cities are Beira and Matala. The major ethnic groups of this country, such as the Tsonga, Shona, Maravi, and Yao are mostly separated by the Zambezi River. FTP, name this country in southeastern Africa with its capital at Maputo.


Answer: Mozambique
19. The Flatulent defeated the forces of Bodislaus at the Battle of Hysteria, and The Tall became regent for his nephew John II of France. The one who was killed by Decius and who himself killed Gordian III ruled as Roman emperor from AD 244 to 249 and was known as the Arab. The Good captured Joan of Arc, and the Handsome founded the Hapsburg dynasty in Spain. The Bold was the third king of his name in France, and he was succeeded by his son, the Fair. FTP, give this ruling name that also identifies the Spanish king whose armada was destroyed in 1588 as well as the Macedonian king and father of Alexander the Great.


Answer: Philip
20. He published a paper on the efficacy of prayer that angered many in which he studied the lives of monarchs, whom everyone prayed for, and concluded that prayer is worthless. He disproved Darwin’s theory of gemmules by injecting the blood from black rabbits into white rabbits and created his own theory where “stirp” was the hereditary material. He mentions artists, leaders, and North Country wrestlers in his masterwork Hereditary Genius in which he laid forth the idea that talent runs in families, evidenced by him and his cousin Charles Darwin. FTP, name this pioneer in the field of fingerprints and founder of eugenics.


Answer: Francis Galton
21. Some of his early works include St. Lawrence on the Grill and Amalthea Nursing the Infant Zeus, which is kept in the Borghese collection as the Borghese were his patrons. He created a famous statue of Neptune and Triton as well as one of Pluto and Proserpine. The portrait bust he made of his love, Costanza Bonarelli, is remarkable as is his David, which shows the youth twisting and about to fling the stone. Among his most famous works are Apollo and Daphne, the Baldacchino for St. Peter’s, and the Fountain of the Four Rivers. FTP, name this Italian sculptor and architect who worked on St. Peter’s and whose best-known sculpture may be St. Teresa in Ecstasy.


Answer: Gian Lorenzo Bernini
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Bonuses by Mike Angel

1. Identify these works of Tom Stoppard FTP each.

A. This Stoppard drama was inspired by The Importance of Being Earnest and contains such characters as Lenin, Tristan Tzara, and James Joyce.

Answer: Travesties
B. This play revolves around the poet A.E. Housman and his love for his athletic friend Moses Jackson.

Answer: The Invention of Love
C. Bernard Nightingale has come to Sidley Park to uncover a scandal involving Lord Byron that supposedly took place 180 years earlier in this work.

Answer: Arcadia
2. Name these places made famous during the Civil War FTP each.

A. Sickles and Sykes were the Federal officers in charge of the units holding this crucial height at the southern end of Cemetery Ridge, the smaller of two similarly named sites.

Answer: Little Round Top
B. General Benjamin Prentiss and 2,200 men surrendered after a spirited attempt to defend this patch of woods at Shiloh that at the outset had been guarded by William Wallace. It took its name from all the bullets that were flying around. 

Answer: Hornet’s Nest
C. William French and Israel Richardson commanded the units that drove Confederate general Daniel Hill out of this sunken road at Antietam.

Answer: Bloody Lane
3. Answer these questions relating to alternating currents FTP each.

A. This quantity, usually denoted by a capital Z, is equal to the square root of the resistance squared plus the difference squared between the inductance and capacitance. It can then be substituted into Ohm’s law for resistance.


Answer: impedance
B. The tangent of this angle is equal to the inductance minus the capacitance divided by the resistance. It is positive 90 degrees if there is only inductance, 0 if there is only resistance, and negative 90 if there is only capacitance.


Answer: phase angle

C. This frequency is equal to 1 divided by 2 times pi times the square root of inductance times capacitance.


Answer: resonance frequency

4. Given the name of a famous early Italian artwork, name its creator or creators FTP each.

A. He created the lavish Adoration of the Magi for Palla Strozzi in the Strozzi Altarpiece in 1423. It was housed in San Trinita, Florence.


Answer: Gentile da Fabriano

B. The Nine commissioned this painter to decorate the Sala Della Pace in Siena. He executed the Allegory of Good Government as well as The Allegory of Bad Government, both of which can be seen in Siena’s Palazzo Publico.


Answer: Ambrogio Lorenzetti
C. This famous early Florentine created the frescoes in the Scrovegni, Bardi, and Peruzzi chapels.


Answer: Giotto di Bondone

5. Given descriptions, name these novels set in the American South FTP each.

A. This award-winning novel by Charles Frazier details the journey home of a Confederate civil war veteran to his wife Ada at the titular locale.

Answer: Cold Mountain
B. This 1946 Eudora Welty novel examines a Southern plantation family, the Fairchilds, and is set in the context of the title event.

Answer: Delta Wedding
C. The fanatical Mason raises his grand-nephew Frances Tarwater to be a prophet in this Southern gothic novel by Flannery O’Connor.

Answer: The Violent Bear It Away
6. Why aren't there more questions on Hungarian history?  Not that Bela Kun crap, but the good old days.  Answer these questions about old-time Hungary FTP each.

A.  He ruled from 997 to 1038, taking power from tribal leaders and siding with the Western church, which led to him being canonized in 1083.

Answer: Saint Stephen I

B.  Stephen was the greatest ruler of this Hungarian dynasty, which began under a man who died in 907.

Answer: the Arpad dynasty

C.  This 1222 document was forced on Andrew II, the least effective of the Arpad rulers, by the nobility, and exempted them from taxes and imprisonment.

Answer: the Golden Bull
7. Answer these questions about a certain chemistry procedure FTP each.

A. When examining a titration curve, there is a domain where the pH changes very slowly before a sudden increase or decrease. What is the name given to the slowly sloping domain? It shares its name with a chemical substance that can maintain a constant hydrogen ion concentration.


Answer: buffering domain

B. This equation, which states the pH equals pKa plus log of the conjugate base over the acid, is useful for calculating concentrations or pH.


Answer: Henderson-Hasselbach equation

C. The pKa of a weak acid, such as hydrofluoric acid, equals the pH at what point on the titration curve when it is titrated with a strong base?


Answer: half-equivalence point (not “equivalence” point)

8. Name these members of the movement known as the Frankfurt School FTP each.

A. This student of Berg wrote extensively on music and the arts, and his other works include Minima Moralia and Negative Dialectics.

Answer: Theodor Adorno
B. After fleeing from the Nazis he came to the U.S. and served as an army intelligence officer, as well as holding teaching posts at Harvard and Brandeis. He is the author of Eros and Civilization as well as One-Dimensional Man.

Answer: Herbert Marcuse
C. He published a series of influential articles in the 1930’s, later collected in two volumes as Critical Theory, which expounded upon the principles of the Frankfurt school.  He collaborated with Adorno on Dialectic of Enlightenment.

Answer: Max Horkheimer
9. Name these operas of Richard Strauss FTP each.

A. In the first act of this opera, set in Vienna during the reign of Maria Theresa, Princess Werdenberg is eating breakfast with her 17 year old lover Count Octavian when her cousin, Baron Ochs auf Lechenau, comes in.


Answer: Der Rosenkavalier or The Knight of the Rose
B. This opera features an opera to be performed within it. However, the tenor cast as Bacchus objects to his wig, and the leading soprano doesn’t show up. The plot of the opera is told to the attractive Zerbinetta, who is part of a traveling commedia dell’arte group.


Answer: Ariadne auf Naxos
C. The titular female, daughter of Count Waldner, must choose a suitor before the night is over in this opera. She chooses a rich Croatian, Mandryka, whom she had seen in the street.


Answer: Arabella
10. Name these women of poetry FTP each.

A. Poe wrote two poems addressed to this woman; one is said to have the last name Stannard while the other is said to be Sarah Whitman.

Answer: Helen
B. This Yeats character is mentioned in poems “With the Bishop” and “and Jack the Journeyman.”

Answer: Crazy Jane
C. She is praying in the woods when an evil supernatural creature, disguised as Geraldine, takes her to a castle in a Coleridge work of the same name.

Answer: Christabel  

11. Answer the following about a decisive battle FTP each.

A. In 9 A.D., the Roman legions in Germany were dispatched to put down a local rebellion and were slaughtered in this marshy forest.

Answer: Teutoburger Wald or Teutoburg Forest

B. This man, a Cherusci chief, was serving as an auxiliary soldier in the Roman outpost. He led the forces that massacred the Romans.

Answer: Arminius
C. This idiot was at the head of the Roman legions marching to put down the revolt. He committed suicide on the third day of the battle.

Answer: Publius Quinitlius Varus
12. Name these laws or theorems from descriptions FTP each.

A. The laws named for this English mathematician determine how the connectives AND, OR and NOT interact in symbolic logic. For example, the sentence “She is not rich and famous” is the same as the sentence “She is not rich, or else she is not famous.”


Answer: Augustus de Morgan
B. This theorem is used to find the exponential of an imaginary number. For example, e to the i times theta power is equal to cosine theta plus i sine theta.


Answer: de Moivre’s theorem

C. This theorem states that, for any group of numbers, the fraction that will be within k standard deviations of the mean will be at least 1 minus the quantity one divided by k squared.


Answer: Chebyshev’s theorem

13. Answer these questions about a Greek hero FTP each.

A. It was prophesied at his birth that this Argonaut, son of Oeneus, would die if a certain log were placed in the fire.

Answer: Meleager
B. Meleager killed this creature and gave its hide to Atalanta, which caused quite an uproar among his relatives.

Answer: Calydonian boar

C. This woman, Meleager’s mother, put the log in the fire when Meleager killed her brothers.

Answer: Althaea
14. Name these fine films utilizing the acting talent of Mr. T FTP each.

A. In this Rocky installment, Mr. T plays Clubber Lang and whips Rocky in a fight. But, amazingly enough, Rocky trains hard and overcomes his bigger, stronger, and faster opponent.


Answer: Rocky III
B. This piece of crap, co-starring the likes of Adam Baldwin, Marsha Warfield, Gary Busey,  Bill Maher, and Paul Rodriguez, is about a bunch of lazy taxi drivers who become motivated when their boss is kidnapped.


Answer: D.C. Cab
C. Morgan Fairchild, Randy Quaid, and Brooke Shields co-star in this bomb about a group of carnival monstrosities that were created by a chemical company. Mr. T plays the “Bearded Lady.”


Answer: Freaked
 15. Given descriptions, name these works of Japanese literature FTP each.

A. The protagonists of this 1967 Kenzaburo Oe novel are the two brothers Mitsu and Takashi.

Answer: The Silent Cry
B. This drama tells of everyone’s favorite soy sauce merchant Tokubei and his love for the courtesan Ohatsu. Of course you might also have heard of it as the best-known work of Chikamatsu Monzaemon.

Answer: The Love Suicides at Sonezaki
C. This Kawabata work was written in part as a sequel to Snow Country. It describes a young man’s relationship with two women: his father’s former mistress and her daughter.

Answer: The Thousand Cranes
16. Name these people that served in FDR’s cabinet FTP each.

A. This Nobel Prize winner served as FDR’s Secretary of State from 1933 until 1944.

Answer: Cordell Hull
B. He served as Attorney General from 1940 to 1941, when he left to take a position on the Supreme Court where he would serve until 1954.

Answer: Robert H. Jackson
C. This versatile administrator served as the head of Federal emergency relief and was the supervisor of the Lend-Lease program in 1941. He also headed the WPA and served as Secretary of Commerce from 1938 to 1940.

Answer: Harry L. Hopkins
17. Name these chemicals or agents that have the same ending for the stated number of points.

A. For 5 points, This is the name given to any agent that causes cancer.


Answer: carcinogen
B. For 10 points, X-rays, ultraviolet rays, and mustard gas are examples of this types of agent that may cause substitutions, frameshifts, or deletions.


Answer: mutagen
C. For 15 points, This is the name given to an agent that may cause birth defects in a fetus but does not affect the mother. For example, rubella may not effect the mother, but may still cause blindness and mental retardation in the fetus.


Answer: teratogen
18. Identify these things from Asian geography FTP each.

A. These islands, located in a sea of the same name, lie south of Burma in the eastern part of the Bay of Bengal. They are part of a union territory with the Nicobar Islands and belong to India.


Answer: Andaman Islands

B. The Sittang and Salween rivers empty into this gulf, which is an arm of the Andaman Sea. The city of Yangon is located 21 miles north of it.


Answer: Gulf of Martban
C. Name either of the Malaysian regions on northeast Borneo.


Answer: Sabah or Sarawak
19. Given definitions, name the terms from economics FTP each.

A. This is a curve depicting an economy’s income distribution. It records the percentage of total income that a specific part of the population receives.


Answer: Lorenz curve

B. It is a numerical measure of the degree of income inequality in an economy. It ranges from zero, depicting perfect equality, to one, depicting perfect inequality.


Answer: Gini coefficient

C. This law states that the income elasticities of demand for food are less than one.


Answer: Engel’s law

20. Answer these questions about a certain literary group for the stated number of points.

A. For 15 points, This was a group of young Russian writers formed in 1921 that included Mikhail Zoschenko, Vsevolod Ivanov, and Konstantin Fedin. They met in the House of Arts and used social themes in their works in addition to surprise endings and intricate plots.

Answer: Serapion Brothers

B. For 5 points, The Serapion Brothers were greatly influenced by this older writer of the classic dystopian novel We.


Answer: Yevgeny Zamyatin
C. For 10 points, The Serapion Brothers took their name from this German author who wrote stories that were supposedly exchanged around the hermit Serapion.


Answer: E. T. A. Hoffmann
