ACF Regionals 2007

Packet by MIT B (Annelise Beck, Grace Li, Geoffrey Thomas, Jason Trigg)

1. This event inspired the Frank Zappa song "Trouble Every Day," and was the subject of an essay published in the 10th volume of the Situationist International, "The Decline and Fall of the Spectacle-Commodity Economy." The McCone commission was later appointed to investigate its causes, one of which was the enactment of Proposition 14, and its location is home to a famous construction by Simon Rodia. Its immediate trigger was the arrest of Marquette Frye, who was pulled over for drunk driving on August 11th, which sparked tensions already in place due to a law that counteracted the fair housing portion of the 1964 Civil Rights Act. For ten points, identify this 1965 riot in a black neighborhood of Los Angeles.

ANSWER: Watts riots

2. In writing about this novel, its author noted that "the only good thing about the story is the girl," and that girl, much to another character's chagrin, purchases a red stain gown trimmed with gold fringe on her 20th birthday. That character, Austin, also notes with disappointment that Mrs. Almond's daughter has married "very punctually," and later visits Mrs. Montogomery, who admits that her brother is lazy and has spent his savings. Lavinia Penniman's overactive imagination initially aids the suit of a man first encountered at a stockbroker's party, but Dr. Sloper's opinion of that man as a "deluded fortune hunter" and Catherine's own willingness to give up her inheritance drive away Morris Townsend. For ten points, identify this Henry James novel, named for the New York neighborhood where the Slopers reside.

ANSWER: Washington Square
3. In the “Concluding Remarks” to this work, the author writes of the creation of a system where all men are equally superfluous. Another section credits Hobbes’ Leviathan with describing a “reckoning of the consequences that follow from the rise of a new class in society whose existence is essentially tied up with property.” That section, entitled “The Political Emancipation of the Bourgeoisie,” ends by discussing the Dreyfus affair, after which the author talks of the “annihilation of action.” Originally entitled “The Three Pillars of Hell,” its third and final section includes a chapter on “ideology and terror,” a “novel form of government,” after the prior two volumes focused on imperialism and anti-Semitism. FTP, name this 1951 book by Hannah Arendt, about how governments like Nazi Germany come to power. 

ANSWER: The Origins of Totalitarianism 

4. Probably the most comprehensive study of this historical figure is the 1967 three-volume work of Carl Burckhardt. This man undertook what he called “the reformation of the third order of the realm” in his political testament, but at first he was forced to flee to Blois in the wake of the murder of Concino Concini. He established the Company of One Hundred Associates, and an attempt to eliminate him was known as the Day of the Dupes. He’d gain plenty of enemies later in his career like Gaston of Orleans and the marquis de Cinq-Mars. Succeeded by Mazarin, FTP, name this chief minister to Louis XIII starting in 1624, a cardinal known as the “Red Eminence.”

ANSWER: Cardinal Richelieu (or Armand Jean du Plessis de Richelieu)

5. In the limit of low pressure and coverage, this relation can be derived from Hirasaki’s model. Solid-phase microextraction techniques have been used to determine its constants, two of which are dimensionless, and the rest of which must be converted between units, while their reciprocal is the water partition coefficient. Its application to the solvent is a special case which falls under Raoult’s Law, and it assumes dilute ideal solutions. Most simply stated as P equals KC, it holds that the concentration of a solute gas in a solution is directly proportional to the partial pressure of that gas above the solution. The cause of decompression sickness, FTP, give this gas law named for an English chemist.

ANSWER: Henry’s Law

6. This nation includes the historic Solentiname Archipelago as well as Ometepe Island, and it has national parks on Zapatera Island and surrounding its Mombacho volcano. Its borders are defined largely by rivers, the Coco River in the north and the San Juan in the south. Its major port city, on the Escondido River, is Bluefields, and other sizeable cities include Rivas, León, and Chinandega. Another important river in this nation is the Tipitapa, not so much for its length, but for its role in connecting the two large bodies of water within the country. Containing the province of Zelaya, FTP, name this largest Central American country situated between Costa Rica and Honduras.  

ANSWER: Nicaragua 

7. In the year of his crowning he seized a treasure from his mother, Emma, convinced that she still sympathized with the Danes who had driven him from the monastery of Ely when he was a child. He punished the residents of Dover for rioting against his brother-in-law Eustace of Boulogne and installed Robert of Jumieges as Archbishop of Canterbury. These moves by this Norman-educated king raised the suspicions of his aristocratic opponents, the earls Leofric of Mercia, Siward of Northumbria, and Godwin of Wessex. FTP, name this penultimate Anglo-Saxon king of England, who ruled from 1043 to 1066 and was canonized a century later. 

ANSWER: Edward the Confessor

8. A reading of Spinoza is central to this author's short story "In the Basement," while a story by the titular author, "The Confession," is read by one of the characters in his "Guy de Maupassant." This author's most famous work contains a story in which the nameless narrator, a propaganda officer, kills the titular animal. In addition to "My First Goose," that work also includes "Crossing into Poland," and this man is well-known for creating the character of the Jewish gangster Benya Krik in the short story "The King," which is part of his cycle set in his native city, the Odessa Stories. For ten points, identify this Jewish writer who died in a gulag in 1941 and is best known for his collection Red Cavalry.
ANSWER: Isaac Babel
9. A later version of this document was approved at the same time as a Tome and two notable letters, and the discussion which led to its approval included a debate over the word "homousios." The question of whether a word was written with one or two instances of the letter "nu" is important to its interpretation, and it was accepted by Damasus I after being promulgated at a meeting which established trinitarianism. The "filioque" clause of this document has been rejected by the Eastern churches, and it ends by stating that "we look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come." For ten points, identify this profession of faith, deceptively not issued by a namesake 325 C.E. council.

ANSWER: The Nicene Creed (or Niceno-Constantinopolitan Creed) 


10. One of these which performs an important action only when writing data to disk is used in the Reiser4 file system and is known as a dancing one. The Day-Stout-Warren algorithm runs in linear time when operating on these objects, of which the radix variety is used to store sets of strings. The tasks of spatial searching and the storage of database information usually use the R and B varieties respectively, while types known as scapegoat, splay, red-black, and AVL are all self-balancing and binary. For ten points, identify these directed acyclic graphs, a type of data structure which consists of nodes that each have one parent and possibly many children. 
ANSWER: Trees (do not accept or prompt on binary tree)


11. One of his operas includes the arias "With my mother" and "How strange and dead," as well as a furiant dance and "The Dance of the Comedians."  His orchestral works include the Triumphal Symphony, the Festive Symphony, and a collection of symphonic tone poems, including one that opens with paired flutes depicting two springs.  He said that the finale of a string quartet "includes a long-drawn out note, the fatal whistling" meant to symbolize his syphilis-induced deafness.  FTP name this composer of the opera The Bartered Bride and the string quartet From My Life who depicted "The Moldau" in his Má vlast.
ANSWER: Bedrich Smetana
12. In one story in this collection, one character kills a young deer while another watches a fourteen-point buck walk by without shooting it. In another, a man is entrusted with an envelope full of money and told to say "No" to the messenger who will come to collect it. That messenger, in the story "Delta Autumn," is a woman who bore Roth's son, for whom the main character gives the woman his hunting horn. In the title story, Samuel's body is brought back from Illinois through the arrangements of Gavin Stevens.  Other stories in this collection include "Pantaloon in Black" and "The Fire and the Hearth." Also including a story about a hunt for Old Ben, "The Bear," for ten points, identify this collection of stories linked by such characters as Lucas Beauchamp and Isaac McCaslin, written by William Faulkner.

ANSWER: Go Down, Moses 
13. Usually included in this man’s collected works are his letters to Count Toreno on a common subject. He proposed a choice between conflicting Christian religions in “Not Paul, but Jesus,” a work written under the name Gamaliel Smith and edited by Francis Place. He discussed certain Anarchical Fallacies in a work by that name, and hired Edwin Chadwick as a secretary late in life, long after more adventurous works like Auto-Icon; Or, Farther Uses of the Dead to the Living and his treatise on education Chrestomathia. He’s better known for proposing pain and pleasure as sovereign masters of the body in Introduction to the Principles of Morals and Legislation. An advocate of the “greatest happiness for the greatest number,” FTP, name this English founder of utilitarianism.

ANSWER: Jeremy Bentham

14. One class in this phylum is distinguished by its posterior-end opisthaptor, a second class has an anterior-end scolex, and a third class has sub-epidermal rhabdites.  They contain filling tissue known as parenchyma, and some species have photoreceptors known as ocelli.  Some species of this phylum engage in penis fencing, while cross-fertilization and transverse fission are common in the cestodes and the free-living turbellaria, respectively.  These triploblastic acoelomates are unsegmented and bilaterally symmetric.  Flukes and tapeworms can be found in, FTP, this phylum of flatworms.

ANSWER: Platyhelminthes (prompt on flatworms)

15. Near this work’s end, we hear of a count of known munificence.  The title character’s “spot of joy” was a “faint half flush that [died] along her throat,” but in an ominous moment the speaker states, “I gave commands; / Then all smiles stopped together.”  The speaker mentions his “nine-hundred-years-old name” and points out a bronze sculpture of a sea-horse being tamed by Neptune.  “A heart…too soon made glad” is considered a failing of the title character, whose likeness is preserved in a painting by Frà Pandolf.  FTP name this Robert Browning poem in which a Duke discusses a dead wife.

ANSWER: “My Last Duchess”
16. This character’s dreams include one of a mountain falling on him and one of a man bringing him water after a bull throws him down.  In another dream he feels a sexual attraction to a meteorite that he cannot lift.  This dream leads his mother, the Wild Cow, to prophesy the arrival of a man as powerful as Ninurta created by Aruru to be his companion.  With that companion he kills the Bull of Heaven and the guardian of the Cedar Forest, a demon known as Humbaba.  FTP name this mythical king of Uruk who teams up with Enkidu in a Mesopotamian epic.

ANSWER: Gilgamesh

17. On Arrested Development, news of a copyright belonging to this group leads Tony Wonder to choose “something with Poe” for his next DVD.  In one work, we learn that they weigh in at 850 pounds after they call out Mick Wall.  The Offspring’s Dexter Holland once stated a fake plan to steal this group’s next album title.  One of this band’s songs refers to a man who’s been knocking and won’t leave the singer alone, and another refers to a place that will “bring you to your knees.”  Chinese Democracy is a long-anticipated album by, FTP, this band whose songs “Mr. Brownstone” and “Welcome to the Jungle” can be found on Appetite for Destruction.

ANSWER: Guns n’ Roses

18. This man appointed British citizen Bob Astles, known as the “white rat,” as a special anti-corruption advisor. Upon his assent to power, he renamed his government house the Command Post, and replaced the old GSU with the SRB, headquartered at Nakasero. Likely responsible for the death of Pierino Okoya, he exiled all Asians from his country including the Indian and Pakistani businessmen, and attacked the Acholi and Langi peoples. His country would come to be ruled by Yoweri Museveni, who played a role in unseating him, but his reign was actually book-ended by Milton Obote. Accused of aiding the Palestinians at Entebbe, FTP, name this ruthless dictator of Uganda from 1971 to 1979. 


Answer: Idi Amin Dada Oumee

19. Not long after this artist turned to illustrating historical novels, his son died, which led to the loss of this man's pension and the creation of the works for which he is now most famous. In writing about his own work, this artist claimed that only at 73 did he "finally comprehend something of the true quality of birds," and that at 110, "each line shall surely possess a life of its own." His earlier works include two collections of Festivals as well as a depiction of foreigners observing the customs of his country, but he is most famous for a collection of which one drawing inspired Rilke's poem Der Berg, as well as his namesake manga. A late contemporary of Hiroshige, for ten points, identify this painter of The Dream of the Fisherman's Wife, as well as such ukiyo-e works as Thirty Six Views of Mount Fuji.

ANSWER: Katsushika Hokusai
20. Since this phenomenon occurs when the separation scale is on the order of about 4 angstroms, it displays the limitations of the Bethe-Slater curve, which predicts the opposite behavior. Like a similar phenomenon, its susceptibility curve is non-differentiable at a critical point, at which a spontaneous sublattice moment develops. This phenomenon is exploited in the exchange bias technique, and the susceptibility of materials that exhibiting it behaves according to the Curie-Weiss law in the paramagnetic regime. For ten points, identify this behavior which disappears above the Neel point, and in which neighboring magnetic domains align with spins pointed in opposite, rather than the same, directions.

ANSWER: antiferromagnetism
21. Pierre de Smet was a key figure in the negotiation of the first treaty of this name, during which Mitchell and Fitzpatrick offered $50,000 in goods was offered to one side, though Congress later reneged on that promise. Another agreement of this name required one of the agreeing parties to send their children to school, and marked the area north of the North Platte as being off limits to settlers. Crazy Horse refused to honor the provisions of the second treaty of this name, which had resulted in the abandonment of the fortifications of the Bozeman trail, but the discovery of gold in the Black Hills led to its repeated violation. Named for the Wyoming town in which they were signed, for ten points, identify these two treaties of 1851 and 1868, the second of which confined Red Cloud and the Oglala Sioux to a Nebraskan reservation.

ANSWER: Treaty of Fort Laramie
1. This organization's tactics of information management were famously discussed in Leavitt and Dubner's Freakonomics. For ten points each:
[10] Identify this organization, whose first Grand Wizard was Nathan Bedford Forrest.
Answer: the Ku Klux Klan
[10] This man infiltrated the Klan during the 1940s and provided information about their heirarchy to the writers of the Superman program. Those experiences are described in his I Rode with the Ku Klux Klan.
ANSWER: Stetson Kennedy
[10] The Ku Klux Klan Act of 1871 was invalidated by the Supreme Court in this case, which held that the Klan's rights were protected by the 14th Amendment.

ANSWER: United States vs. Harris
2. Answers stuff about a certain holy book, FTPE.

[10] Including the liturgical Yasnas and the Yashts, this is the sacred collection of Zoroastrian writings discussing all the cosmic dualism you could possibly desire.

ANSWER: Zend-Avesta
[10] The older Yasnas contain these most ancient of texts, the seventeen hymns composed by Zarathustra in five groups with poetic form directly addressed to Ahura Mazda. 

ANSWER: Gathas

[10] This only fully preserved part of the Avesta is a prose text full of rituals against demons, as well as texts on mythology like the “Myths of Yima” and plenty of parts on purity laws.

ANSWER: Vendidad  

3. Focusing on the relationship between the Hyder and Harappa families, this novel ends with the decapitation of Omar Khayyam Sakhil by his wife Sufiya. For ten points each:

[10] Identify this novel, in which Sufiya's simplemindedness represents to her mother the titular concept she feels over an extramarital affair.

Answer: Shame
[10] This author of Midnight's Children and The Ground Beneath Her Feet wrote Shame.

Answer: Ahmed Salman Rushdie
[10] The murder of Max Ophuls by the titular chauffeur in Kashmir opens this latest Rushdie novel about a small-town entertainer who becomes a terrorist.

Answer: Shalimar the Clown
4. Name these reactions dealing with carbon chains, FTPE.

[10] Long unbranched polymers with either isotactic or syndiotactic configuration can be prepared using these catalysts, aluminum-titanium initiators, named after a German and Italian chemist.

ANSWER: Ziegler-Natta catalysts/polymerization

[10] The carbon chain of an aldose sugar can be increased by one carbon with this synthesis by adding hydrogen cyanide to create a new chirality center. 

ANSWER: Kiliani-Fischer Synthesis

[10] The opposite of Kiliani-Fischer Synthesis is this degradation which shortens by one carbon, by oxidizing a calcium salt with hydrogen peroxide catalyzed by ferric ion. 

ANSWER: Ruff Degradation

5. His twin brother cuckolded him and stole the stuffed golden fleece that symbolized royalty, but this man was proclaimed king after Zeus caused the sun to go backwards on a sundial.  FTPE:

[10] Name this man who later avenged himself on his twin brother by killing 5 of his nephews, stewing them, and serving them to his brother.

ANSWER: Atreus
[10] Thyestes avenged himself in turn on Atreus through his son Aegisthus, the product of Thyestes's incestuous union with this woman, his own daughter.

ANSWER: Pelopia
[10] Years after killing Atreus, Aegisthus managed to kill this son of Atreus with the help of this man’s wife Clytemnestra.  His children include Iphigenia, Electra, and Orestes.

ANSWER: Agamemnon
6. Identify these Dutch paintings of various places, for ten points each.

[10] The titular location is seen from the south from across a river in this Vermeer work depicting his home town.

Answer: View of Delft
[10] Jacob van Ruisdael painted some monumental ruins at the site of this burial ground at Ouderkerk. Longfellow famously wrote about one of these at Newport.

Answer: Jewish Cemetary
[10] Though he also painted some thrilling depictions of water mills, Meindeert Hobbema is best known for this painting, in which the titular dirt road stretching towards a town is lined by trees in the center while some peasants toil on the right.

Answer: The Avenue at Middelharnis
7. Answer questions about Sweden through the years, FTPE.

[10] The Bloodbath of Stockholm marked the end of the line for this alliance of Denmark, Norway, and Sweden first formed in the late 14th century CE after defeat of Albert of Mecklenburg. 

ANSWER: Kalmar Union
[10] This king of Sweden led the charge at Narva and reigned for most of the Great Northern War before being succeeded by Ulrika.

ANSWER: Charles XII of Sweden (Carl XII)

[10] This guy succeeded Tage Erlander as Prime Minister of Sweden initially, and later was assassinated in that post in 1986 walking home from a movie theater. 

ANSWER: Sven Olof Joachim Palme

8. His poetry includes "A Soliloquy of Hamlet," dedicated to Ann Ridler, and an "Elegy on the Closing of the French Brothels." For ten points each:

[10] Identify this author of the Avignon Quintet as well as White Eagles Over Serbia and Panic Spring.

ANSWER: Lawrence Durrell
[10] Durell is best known for this collection of novels, unified by the presence of Darley and centering on a particular Egyptian city prior to World War II. Its books include Justine and Mountolive.
ANSWER: The Alexandria Quartet
[10] Durell is also famous for his travel writing, which includes Reflections on a Marine Venus and this travel memoir written about Corfu, whose title recalls a Shakeasperean character.
ANSWER: Prospero's Cell
10. Name these works of Claude Levi-Strauss, FTPE.

[10] Levi-Strauss quibbles with Radcliffe-Brown’s thesis on descent determining relationships and focuses on the principle of reciprocity in this well-known 1949 work, which looks at the universal laws behind marriage and other societal relationships. 

ANSWER: “Elementary Structures of Kinship” or Les Structures elementaires de la parente
[10] “The Naked Man” and “From Honey to Ashes” are parts of this massive four-volume collection, best known for its first part “The Raw and the Cooked.”

ANSWER: Mythologiques
[10] The Kwakiutl and Salish Indian cultures of the coastal northwest are compared in this 1975 work, which looks at the meaning they place behind the titular artistic and mythical objects which they wear during ceremonies.

ANSWER: The Way of the Masks or La Voie des Masques 

11. FTPE, answer these questions about a man who Martin Heidegger considered to be the second greatest German poet.

[10] This man, whose volumes of poetry include The Book of Hours and The Book of Pictures, changed his name from Rene to a “more masculine” name.

ANSWER: Rainer Maria Rilke
[10] The first of these poem opens, “A tree ascended there.”  The majority of this collection was written in three days after the death of Vera Knoop, a friend of Rilke’s daughter.  

ANSWER: Sonnets to Orpheus or Sonnette an Orpheus
[10] This semi-autobiographical work about a young man in a foreign city is Rilke’s only novel.

ANSWER: The Notebooks of Malte Laurids Brigge or Die Aufzeichnungen des Malte Laurids Brigge
12. Identify these artists inspired by the Divine Comedy, for ten points each.

[10] Perhaps the most famous artist to borrow from Dante, this Frenchman incorporated scenes from the Inferno into his The Gates of Hell.

Answer: Francois Auguste Rene Rodin
[10] This other French sculptor borrowed from the Inferno to sculpt his group of a man who reportedly ate his own children and then wound up in the eighth circle, Ugolino and his Sons.

Answer: Jean-Baptiste Carpeaux
[10] The most famous illustrations of the Inferno were created by this engraver, who also famously illustrated the Rime of the Ancient Mariner and The Raven.

Answer: Paul Gustave Dore
13. FTPE, answer some questions about early Muslim history:

[10] Shi'a Muslims believe that the prophet Muhammad appointed Ali ibn Abi Talib as his successor, but this man, supported by the Sunnis, became the first caliph.

ANSWER: Abu Bakr

[10] Ali eventually got his turn as the fourth caliph, but this son of Ali was martyred at the Battle of Karbala when he led a doomed attempt to take control from Yazid.

ANSWER: Husayn ibn Ali

[10] This is the Sunni name for the first four caliphs, who are greatly respected for their leadership.

ANSWER: Rashidun or the Rightly Guided Caliphs or the Righteous Caliphs
14. Answer the following about the 1988 movie Satisfaction, FTPE.

[10] One reason you might know of said movie is as an early role for this actress; that same year she was in Mystic Pizza and two years later starred in Pretty Woman.

ANSWER: Julia Roberts
[10] The only member of the band in Satisfaction who can actually sing is Britta Phillips, which makes sense, because she was also the singing voice for this 1985 cartoon, about a girl transformed by Synergy into a rock star with her backup group, the Holograms. 

ANSWER: “Jem”

[10] My favorite cover performed in Satisfaction is this Elvis Costello song, in which he sings “I was underneath the covers in the middle of the night tryin’ to discover my left foot from my right,” and asks you to tell him how to do the titular move.

ANSWER: “Mystery Dance”

15. Named after a Biblical parable, it is particularly popular for its use of string manipulation, and is symbolized by a camel. For ten points each:
[10] Identify this programming language, created by Larry Wall.

ANSWER: Perl 
[10] Perl includes an extension for these types of strings, which are used for pattern-matching by programs like sed and awk. 

ANSWER: regular expressions or regex 
[10] Since Perl is an interpreted rather than a compiled language, it includes this capability, which allows variables to change the kind of data they can receive at runtime rather than compile time.

ANSWER: dynamic typing

16. John Tyler gave a speech concerning this event, in which he pointed out that the state in which it occurred was a sovereign entity and the President should not interfere in domestic disturbances. For ten points each:

[10] Identify this rebellion in Rhode Island, which grew out of agitation for a more liberal suffrage law.

Answer: Dorr's rebellion

[10] Dorr's rebellion eventually led to this 1849 Supreme Court case, in which Taney wrote for the majority that the President and Congress had the power to make a decision regarding which of the two governments of Rhode Island was the lawful one.

Answer: Luther v. Borden

[10] Taney justified his reasoning by reference to this Article and Section of the Constitution, which gives Congress the power to guarantee the states a republican government.

Answer: Article IV, Section 4 (both parts needed)

17. FTPE, answer these questions about convergent evolution.

[10] In one example of convergent evolution, many unrelated water animals, like the dolphin and the tuna, evolved to this streamlined body shape.

ANSWER: fusiform
[10] This is the name for structures that are the result of convergent evolution, like the spines of the echidna and the hedgehog.

ANSWER: analogous structures or homoplasies

[10] This type of convergent evolution occurs when two independent species acquire similar characteristics in similar ecosystems at different times.

ANSWER: Evolutionary relay 
18. FTPE, name these Nathaniel Hawthorne short stories.

[10] Apollyon is employed as an engineer in this story based on Pilgrim’s Progress.

ANSWER: “The Celestial Railroad”
[10] This story’s title character dreams of a witches’ Sabbath in the forest, then spends the rest of his life suspecting his neighbors and his wife Faith.

ANSWER: “Young Goodman Brown”
[10] The title figure is a watchmaker named Owen who is in love with his former master’s daughter, Annie.  Owen tries to craft a mechanical butterfly for her, but succeeds only after her first child with the village blacksmith is born.

ANSWER: “The Artist of the Beautiful”

19. Name these types of spectroscopy FTPE. 
[10] This technique, similar to nuclear magnetic resonance, detects molecules with unpaired electrons, such as transition metal complexes and organic radicals.
ANSWER: Electronic Paramagnetic Resonance (accept Electron Spin Resonance)

[10] Only practical for gas phase molecules, this type of spectroscopy is used to study the rotational transitions of molecules with nonzero dipole moments. It operates in the range between 0.3 and 300 GHz.

ANSWER: Microwave spectroscopy

[10] This technique, sometimes called “zero-field NMR,” can detect the second-order magnetic moments of atoms and molecules.

ANSWER: Nuclear quadrupole resonance

20. Identify these science fiction works which have something in common, for ten points each.

[10] Gulliver Foyle, a man who can travel at will through space, is the hero of this Alfred Bester novel, whose title is the fourth line of a quatrain that appears in the book.

Answer: The Stars My Destination
[10] Hal Bregg returns from a 127 year mission to Arcturus only to discover a utopian society that has eliminated all risk from life in this novel by Stanislaw Lem.

Answer: Return from the Stars or Powrot z gwiazd
[10] Alvin, the only child to be born in Diaspar for thousands of years, reunites Diaspar and Lys in this rewrite of Against the Fall of Night, by Arthur C. Clarke.

Answer: The City and the Stars
