ACF Regionals 2007

Questions by Harvard A (Adam Hallowell, John Lesieutre, Julia Schlozman, Kyle Haddad-Fonda) and Tim Hartman

1. The final version of this poem addresses a Lady, while previous versions had addressed Edmund, William, and Sara.  Its first stanza mentions the “New-moon winter-bright,” an allusion to the epigraph from the “Ballad of Sir Patrick Spence.”  Its line “still I gaze—and with how blank an eye!” is characteristic of its author’s concern over his disengagement from his perceptions, a theme prompted by hearing his friend’s Ode: Intimations of Immortality.  The seventh stanza opens with the line “Hence, viper thoughts, that coil around my mind” in, FTP, this Coleridge poem describing “a grief without a pang, void, dark, and drear.”
ANSWER: “Dejection: An Ode”

2. Before the introduction of this program, a commission known as Gosplan was created for coordination. Some historians have suggested that it was formulated years earlier than its implementation in an essay entitled “Six Theses on the Immediate Tasks.” It created an imbalance in wealth that led to the so-called Scissors Crisis, and it shares its name with an unrelated policy adopted by Malaysia in 1971. Much of the impetus for it came in the Kronstadt Rebellion, which demanded an end to War Communism, but it was itself abandoned after the Grain Crisis of 1928 by Stalin. FTP, name this program launched in 1921 to transform the Soviet economy.

ANSWER: New Economic Policy (NEP)

3. Algebraic varieties have this property if they cannot be written as the union of other nonempty algebraic varieties. Individual elements of an integral domain have this property if they are not units, and this property holds when a prime number doesn’t divide the first coefficient of a polynomial but does divide the rest, a condition known as Eisenstein’s criterion. The pth cyclotomic polynomial always has this property for any prime number p, and if this property is not true over the rational numbers, it will not be true over the integers. For polynomials of degree two or three, this property will hold if and only if the polynomial has a zero. FTP, identify this property of polynomials, which states that any time the polynomial can be factored, one of the factors is a unit.

ANSWER: irreducibility (accept word forms)

4. Many of the characters in this work have connections to U.C. Berkeley, including Shelley, who has dropped out of Berkeley and has a fight with Ada about who will get to give a bath. This work was based partially on the papers of Mary Hallock Foote, which its author helped to acquire while professor at Stanford. Events in this work include the drowning of Agnes as well as the suicide of Frank Sargent, and the main character spends much of his time perusing the letters from his grandmother, Susan Ward, to her friend Augusta while being confined to a wheelchair after having his leg amputated. For ten points, identify this novel containing the reminiscences of Lyman Ward, written by Wallace Stegner.

ANSWER: Angle of Repose
5. One of the first recognized implementations of this policy came with an organization founded by Al Whittaker and David Bussau, and according to an article in The Economist, its first beneficiary was Carlos Moreno in 1974. Projects like Zopa’s and Prosper seek to extend this basic idea to private action in developed nations. A summit dedicated to its furtherance was convened in 1997, and a second last November in Halifax. A development that won Muhammad Yunus and Grameen Bank a Nobel Peace Prize in 2006, FTP, give the term used to describe this idea of extending very small loans to particularly the poor and unemployed.

ANSWER: microcredit (or microloans or microfinance)
6. Among this group’s aims was the revival of monumental fresco painting, and one of its main patrons was the Marquis Massimo, whose Casino near the Lateran was the site of one of its major commissions. Among works produced by one its adherents is the tempera fresco Joseph Interpreting Pharaoh’s Dream, while another created The Triumph of Religion in Art. Initially working out of the abandoned monastery of San Isidoro, this group’s main commission was the Casa Bartholdi. They included the designer of the Munich Glyptothek, Peter Cornelius, whose Last Judgement covers the entire east wall in Munich’s Ludwigskirche. Founded as the Brotherhood of St. Luke, FTP, identify this group of religious German painters including Friedrich Overbeck and Friedrich Schadow.

ANSWER: the Nazarene movement (or the Brotherhood of St. Luke before it’s mentioned)
7. This functional group is the product of the Petasis reaction, which combines a carbonyl compound with one of these to create a more complicated one. The Kabachnik-Fields reaction combines one of these with a carbonyl and a hydro-phosphoryl in a reaction that is often the first step in creating peptidomimetic compounds. The Mannich reaction creates a secondary or tertiary one, while the product of the Strecker synthesis includes one of these and a carboxylic acid.  Often created by the reaction of an imine and sodium cyano-borohydride, this is, FTP, what functional group that consists of three hydrogen or carbon atoms singly bonded to one nitrogen atom?

ANSWER: amine (accept amino group)

8. A portion of this river contains some unique paleo-geological formations known as its “pillars,” steep cliffs composed of Kimberly limestone which have yielded archaeological finds. It receives the Linde River on the east, but a far more prominent tributary is the Aldan River on the west. Its vast delta of over 150 branches connects to Tiksi Bay, after this river completes its course through the Sakha Republic including the lone major city on its banks, Yakutsk, and then proceeds to empty into the Laptev Sea. Rising in the mountains surrounding Lake Baikal, FTP, name this tenth largest river in the world which flows north through western Russia.  

ANSWER: Lena River

9. In one work, this thinker concludes that if people like doctors and lawyers are capable of extrapolation, then religious thinkers are “surely able to do even better in that regard.” That writing has been recently translated together with an Epistle Dedicatory and labeled as this man’s Decisive Treatise. His other important ideas include the concept of an acquired intellect, which requires communication with active intellect, and his propagation of the idea of the “double truth.” He composed some Generalities and Particularities on medical subjects, and wrote a work in response to al-Ghazali, The Incoherence of the Incoherence. FTP, identify this medieval Islamic philosopher who wrote commentaries on Aristotle.

ANSWER: Averroes or Ibn Rushd

10. Soon after its last ruler was assassinated by one of his generals, that general faced an invasion led by the Bactrian King Demetrius I. The Greeks referred to one of its rulers as Amitrochates, and to his father as Sandrocottos. Sandrocottos was a party to the treaty known as the Epigamia and gave 500 elephants, which proved very useful at Ipsus, to Seleucus I. It was followed by the Sunga dynasty and preceded by the Nanda dynasty. Its emperors included the victor at the battle of Kalinga, and his father Bindusara. FTP, name this ancient Indian empire whose rulers included Chandragupta and Ashoka.

ANSWER: Mauryan dynasty

11. Species in this phylum with thin laminae are termed illoricate, and members of this phylum exhibit 9 different morphologies of trophi, small jaws that line the pharynx. Parthenogenesis and the ability to survive desiccation through cryptobiosis characterize class Bdelloidea [dell-OY-dia]. The namesake feature of these pseudocoelomates [soo-doh-SEE-lum-ates] is used for propulsion and for sending food past the trophi by generating a vortex of water. FTP, name this invertebrate phylum characterized by a corona of cilia whose beating led Leeuwenhoek to call them “wheel animalcules.”

ANSWER: rotifera or rotifers
12. In one of this author’s short stories, the title character is killed after taking a boy hostage, after which his body is dumped in an unused mine and stinks up the village. In addition to The Catch, this author has recently completed the trilogy The Flaming Green Tree, a work he claims will be his last. Other works by him include a four-volume collection that contains a story about the boy Eeyore, Teach Us to Outgrow Our Madness, and a novel about children who are taken to a remote village after a plague breaks out. The birth of Bird’s child with a brain hernia parallels this man’s own experiences with his retarded son and is central to his A Personal Matter. FTP, identify this author of Nip the Bud, Shoot the Kids, who also wrote about the brothers Mitsu and Takashi in The Silent Cry.

ANSWER: Kenzaburo Oe
13. This ruler, the subject of a biography by Michael Roberts, signed the Treaty of Barwalde that contained an unusual provision placing a five-year moratorium on peace negotiations. Over 20 years into his reign, he developed the Form of Government that helped create the Gymnasia and set out plans to create leagues designated as Corpus Bellicum and Corpus Evangelicorum. He negotiated the Treaty of Knared with Christian IV, surrendering a port as security, and used the name Captain Gars in travel. With aid from his chancellor Axel Oxenstierna, he was victorious at the Battle of Breitenfeld but soon died at the Battle of Lutzen. FTP, name this “Lion of the North,” a dominant king of Sweden at the start of the Thirty Years War. 

ANSWER: Gustavus Adolphus of Sweden (Gustav II Adolf)

14. Their interactions typically proceed along two modes, the so-called “normal” processes and the “U” or Umklapp processes. Their dispersion relation give rises to branches known as acoustical and optical, and the Mossbauer effect occurs when an object recoils without emitting one of these. They obey Bose-Einstein statistics and obey the periodicity conditions set by Brillouin zones. Treating these particles as analogous to waves yields a quantity called the crystal momentum, and they explain such properties of solids as electrical and thermal conductivity. For ten points, identify these pseudo-particles, which represent the quantizations of lattice vibrations.

ANSWER: phonons

15. Michael Marissen argues that this work’s use of major mode keys of the soft hexachord was intended to complement L’Estro Armonico.  Its composer’s Sinfonia in F Major is an early version of its first portion lacking the third movement and the polonaise of the fourth movement.  A lengthy solo passage for harpsichord caps the first movement of one piece, and another has two fast movements separated by two slow chords. The third of these works divides the orchestra into three parts, while the second features solo violin, flute, oboe and trumpet. Catalogued as BWV 1046-1051, FTP name this collection of six instrumental pieces by Bach, named for a Margrave.

ANSWER: Brandenburg concertos
16. A light moment in this play occurs when one character puts on a green dress and starts shouting at the chickens to look at her. We learn that all the finches of Evaristo the Birdman were killed with a pestle by his wife, the servant Poncia. One woman is enraged when a picture of her fiancé is stolen, but it is soon found between the sheets of Martirio’s bed. That fiancé, Pepe el Romano, courts the oldest and sleeps with the youngest of five sisters in this play, part of its author’s Rural Trilogy. FTP, Adela breaks the cane symbolizing the authority of her mother, the title character, in this play by García Lorca.

ANSWER: The House of Bernarda Alba or La Casa de Bernarda Alba
17. This man is described as “a being darkly wise and rudely great” in the subtitle of a book about him by Ralph Korngold. First elected on an anti-Masonic platform in 1833, he derived most of his influence from chairmanship of both the Ways and Means Committee and the Appropriations Committee. A strong supporter of the Morill Tariff, he helped push through the first Confiscation Act and was one of only four representatives to vote against the Crittenden-Johnson resolution. He is more famous for beginning the impeachment proceedings against Andrew Johnson, as well as for helping to draft both the 14th Amendment and the Reconstruction Act. FTP, identify this Radical Republican, a representative from Pennsylvania.

ANSWER: Thaddeus Stevens
18. In his book Shaping a Nation, Carter Wiseman writes that an important feature of its design was introduced to “relieve the... monotony of a smooth facade.” Its main architect himself noted that new structural principles can be seen most clearly “when we use glass in place of the outer walls;” consequently, this building is notable for its tinted windows, as well as blinds that can only be in three positions. It’s also famous for a bronze curtain wall, and sits across Park Avenue from the Lever House, another building designed in the International Style. Commissioned by Phyllis Lambert, the daughter of Samuel Bronfman, FTP, name this skyscraper in New York City designed by Philip Johnson and Mies van der Rohe.

ANSWER: Seagram Building

19. In one film, this actor’s character uses a metronome while questioning a man playing snippets of Poulenc’s Perpetual Motion No. 1. In that film, he plays a man who becomes suspicious of two former students who host a strange party with food served off of a trunk. In another film, his character becomes suspicious after a man leaves late at night with a sample case, and then later washes some knives and a saw at a sink. A third film sees his character become suspicious upon seeing Judy wearing a necklace said to belong to Carlotta Valdes, whose spirit supposedly forced Madeleine to jump out of a bell-tower. FTP, name this actor who appeared as Rupert Caddell in Rope, and as a wheelchair-bound photographer and an acrophobic former policeman in Rear Window and Vertigo, respectively.

ANSWER: James or Jimmy Stewart

20. At the end of her life, this daughter of Telephassa was worshipped under the name of Hellotis in the kingdom of her husband Asterius. Her father was the twin brother of Belus, and one of her brothers was Phineus, who as an old man was tormented by the Harpies. She received a javelin and a hound that never missed their targets, and the bronze man Talos, who later guarded the kingdom of one of her sons. This daughter of Agenor was the object of her brother Cadmus’s search, but he never found, FTP, this mother of Rhadamanthys and Minos who was abducted by Zeus in the form of a bull.

ANSWER: Europa or Europe

21. This man referred to the brain as a “mystery box” in a noted debate or battle with William McDougall, and supposedly conducted a study involving drinking ten gallons of rye whiskey. A student of Henry Donaldson, his own pupils included Harvey Carr and Rosalie Rayner. His personal proclivities are discussed in Breaking the Silence, a 1988 book by his granddaughter Mariette Hartley. After being hired at Johns Hopkins, he wrote Psychology from the Standpoint of a Behaviorist and conducted the Kerplunk experiment as well as one involving a white rat and an 11-month old baby. FTP, name this American psychologist who performed the Little Albert experiment. 

ANSWER: John Broadus Watson
1. Name these states of India, FTPE.

[10] This most populous state, in the north just south of Nepal, contains Allahabad, Agra, and Lucknow. 

ANSWER: Uttar Pradesh

[10] The Konkan coast is a picturesque division of this western central state, between the Madhya Pradesh and the Andhra Pradesh, with its capital at Mumbai.

ANSWER: Maharashtra

[10] The Gulfs of Kachch and Khambhat indent the coast of this state, to the northwest of Maharashtra, which contains the Rann of Kutch and borders the Pakistani province of Sind. 

ANSWER: Gujarat

2. Name these goddesses who rule underworlds in their respective mythologies, FTPE.

[10] The route to this mistress of Adlivun leads past an abyss with a perpetually turning wheel of ice and a cauldron of boiling seals, according to Inuit myth.

ANSWER: Sedna

[10] Namtar served as the vizier of this ruler of Irkalla. Her husband was sometimes said to be Gugalana.

ANSWER: Ereshkigal

[10] This goddess’s face was half-living, half-dead, and all livid.  She was the youngest child of Angrbode and Loki, and reigned over a portion of Niflheim.

ANSWER: Hel

3. He exclaimed, “Le concert, c’est moi” after giving the first solo piano recital, a term he coined.  FTPE:

[10] Name this man who also invented the one-movement symphonic poem, penning Mazzepa and Les Préludes.

ANSWER: Franz Liszt

[10] The third of these three sets of tone pictures includes The Fountains of the Villa d’Este.  The second, inspired by travels in Italy, includes the Dante Sonata and Three Sonnets of Petrarch.

ANSWER: Years of Pilgrimage or Années de pèlinerage
[10] This set of 19 piano pieces makes use of genuine Gipsy folk melodies.  The 9th is also known as “The Carnival of Pesth,” and the 15th is based on the “Rakóczy March.”

ANSWER: Hungarian Rhapsodies
4. It included Francis P. Blair, Duff Green, Isaac Hill, and William Lewis.  For ten points each –

[10] Name this body of informal advisers that met in the 1830s.

ANSWER: Kitchen Cabinet
[10] Unlike those men, two members of the Kitchen Cabinet also held appointed positions. One of them was Postmaster General Amos Kendall, while the other was this Secretary of War.

ANSWER: John Eaton
[10] This party newspaper was established by Francis Blair, in which Kendall and others defended Jackson’s policies.

ANSWER: The Washington Globe
5. Name the following standard amino acids from their extreme properties, for ten points each.

[10] This precursor of seratonin and niacin is the heaviest amino acid, weighing in at 204 daltons.

ANSWER: tryptophan
[10] This molecule, with side chain CH2COOH, is the most acidic of the 20 standard amino acids.

ANSWER: aspartic acid (accept aspartate)

[10] The moiety of this amino acid is a guanidino group containing 3 nitrogen atoms, one of which is quaternary, making it the most basic of the amino acids.

ANSWER: arginine

6. Name these people associated with sham deaths in plays, FTPE.

[10] This man and his wife pretend to have a son, but this man claims a Western Union telegram arrived stating that his son crashed into a tree and died after swerving to avoid a porcupine.

ANSWER: George (from Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf)
[10] In the third act of the play in which his death is announced, this fake character’s creator states that “he was quite exploded,” leading Lady Bracknell to ask if he fell victim to a revolutionary outrage.

ANSWER: Bunbury (from The Importance of Being Earnest)

[10] In The Mouse-trap in Hamlet, Lucianus kills this duke, and then gains the affections of his wife Baptista.

ANSWER: Gonzago

7. Answer stuff about a theory in linguistics, FTPE.

[10] This doubly eponymous hypothesis exists in a number of weak and strong formulations and consists of ideas of linguistic relativity and determinism.

ANSWER: Sapir-Whorf hypothesis (or Whorf-Sapir)

[10] Whorf was intensely concerned with the language of these people, which he observed had no sense of tense unlike “standard average European,” and had only one word for all flying things. 

ANSWER: Hopi
[10] Steven Pinker attacks Whorfian determinism and his ideas on the Hopi in this landmark 1994 book that posits a language of “mentalese.”

ANSWER: The Language Instinct
8. Answer these questions about a certain type of chemical reaction, FTPE.

[10] In this type of reaction, as its combinatory name implies, one element gains an electron and the other element loses one.

ANSWER: Redox reaction or Oxidation-Reduction reaction

[10] This equation determines whether a redox reaction is spontaneous; it is a function of the natural log of the reaction quotient, which is contained in a term subtracted from the standard potential.

ANSWER: Nernst equation

[10] In this type of diagram, similar to the Frost and Pourbaix diagrams, the numerical value of an element’s standard potential is written over a horizontal line connecting species with the element in different oxidation states; the most highly oxidized starting on the left.

ANSWER: Latimer diagram

9. Among those mentioned are the merciful, those who hunger, and those who are poor in spirit. For ten points each:

[10] Identify this collection of nine blessings uttered by Jesus in the Matthew 5:3-12.

ANSWER: the Beatitudes
[10] Another collection of beatitudes is found in Luke 6:20-23, which is part of this sermon, thought to be the same as the Sermon on the Mount, that also includes four “woes.”

ANSWER: the Sermon on the Plain
[10] This German theologian, executed for his connection with the July plot against Hitler, studied the ramifications of the Sermon on the Mount in his The Cost of Discipleship.

ANSWER: Dietrich Bonhoffer
10. The singer claims that he has “made the big decision” and wishes that he had been “born a thousand years ago” so that he could “sail the darkened seas on a great big clipper ship.” For ten points each:

[10] Identify this seventh track on 1967’s The Velvet Underground and Nico.

ANSWER: Heroin
[10] The titular location in this Guns N’ Roses song, where the “grass is green and the girls are pretty” may be a reference to heroin.

ANSWER: Paradise City
[10] Heroin is also the subject of the song “2x4” from the album Soup, the second album by this group fronted by Shannon Hoon until his 1995 death from an overdose, best known for the song “No Rain.” Coincidentally, this group’s third album was named Nico after Hoon’s daughter.

ANSWER: Blind Melon
11. According to one account, in her youth this woman frequently fought amorous duels with dozens of men over the course of one night, but she was never defeated on the field of pleasure. FTPE:

[10] Name this woman defamed in the Secret Histories of Procopius, the wife of Justinian.

ANSWER: Theodora
[10] Theodora’s stepfather became bear-keeper for this chariot-racing faction whose supporters sat opposite the imperial box. Justinian supported them before taking the throne, and they later joined their rivals in the Nika riot.

ANSWER: Blues

[10] Procopius begins his Secret Histories with a discussion of this unfaithful wife of Belisarius. She gained the friendship of Theodora by helping depose Pope Silverius and ruin John the Cappadocian.

ANSWER: Antonina

12. They typically arise in physics as solutions to the Laplace equation in cylindrical or spherical coordinate. For ten points each:

[10] Identify these special functions, varieties of which include the Neumann, Weber, and Hankel.

ANSWER: Bessel functions
[10] Bessel functions of the first kind can be expressed as being inversely proportional to this function, which obeys the Gauss multiplication formula.

ANSWER: gamma function

[10] Hankel functions can be expanded in an asymptotic representation named for this man, who formulated a namesake theory of heat capacity before Einstein and derived the plasma shielding radius.

ANSWER: Peter Debye
13. He maintained “that the phrase, ‘a long poem,’ is simply a flat contradiction in terms,” in his essay “The Poetic Principle.”  FTPE
[10] Name this author whose essay “The Philosophy of Composition” discusses his creation of “The Raven.”

ANSWER: Edgar Allan Poe

[10] In this short story by Poe, the narrator sees Lady Rowena Trevanion die, then revive and die several more times in one night, before shedding her funeral shroud to reveal the black hair and eyes of the title character.

ANSWER: “Ligeia”

[10] Before her death, Ligeia ostensibly writes this poem, in which “seraphs sob” on seeing a creature whose “vermin fangs” are “In human gore imbued” during a performance of “the tragedy, ‘Man.’”

ANSWER: “Conqueror Worm”

14. Identify these things and people wrecked by Immanuel Kant, for ten points each.

[10] In a dissertation On the First Principles of Metaphysics, Kant criticized this doctrine, propagated by Liebniz and Christian Wolff, which stated that there exists an adequate account of why things are the way they are - namely, the will of God.

ANSWER: principle of sufficient reason
[10] Kant declared that existence is not a predicate of attribution in a 1763 work that attacked this argument for the existence of God put forth by Anselm.

ANSWER: ontological argument

[10] In Dreams of a Spirit-Seer, Kant took a sceptical attitude towards the work of this publisher of the journal Daedalus Hyperboreas, whose natural philosophy can be found in his Principles of Natural Things.

ANSWER: Emmanuel Swedenborg or Svedberg
15. Name these eponymous laws of economics, FTPE.

[10] This law states that the elasticity of the ratio of action to potential output is a constant of about 3. This means that a one percent rise in unemployment will reduce real GDP growth by a corresponding 3 percent. 

ANSWER: Okun’s Law (Okay’s Rule, etc.)

[10] This law is easily summed up as “bad money drives out good,” and would result in the hoarding of coins with bullion content over their face value.

ANSWER: Gresham’s Law

[10] This long-existing law implies that overproduction is impossible because supply creates its own demand.

ANSWER: Say’s Law

16. Name these vague spiritual entities in Hinduism, FTPE.

[10] This is the designation, derived from a word meaning “lord” or “ruler,” which denotes the eternal absolute God worshipped in the Yoga system especially as the ideal upon which to meditate. 

ANSWER: ishvara
[10] Of course, this is the debt of sin incurred in one’s past through successive phases of existence, which must be paid off before the soul can reach perfection.

ANSWER: karma
[10] This is the undying spirit or soul of a person, often paired dualistically with the brahman, which is more universal.  

ANSWER: atman
17. Given an expression involving a number of variables and the operators AND, OR, and NOT, this problem asks whether the variables can be assigned as TRUE and TRUE so that the expression evaluates TRUE. For ten points each:

[10] Identify this NP-complete problem.

ANSWER: Boolean satisfiability problem (accept SAT)

[10] SAT was shown to belong to the class of NP-complete problems by this theorem, alternately known by the name of one, or both, of the men who independently proved it.

ANSWER: Cook’s theorem or Cook-Levin theorem (I’ve never heard it called Levin’s theorem, but I suppose if they know that, accept it)

[10] This problem concerns a situation where, given a graph G and an integer k, the question is whether there a subgraph of G isomorphic to a complete graph on k vertices. It can be shown to be NP-complete by reduction from SAT.

ANSWER: clique problem

18. He gives up the idea of evening prayers upon learning that officers and enlisted men pray to the same god. For ten points each:

[10] Identify this military man, assisted by Colonel Korn, who constantly hopes for a feather in his hat, but worries about a black eye.

ANSWER: Colonel Catchcart
[10] Colonel Cathcart is the commanding officer of this man, who discovers Snowden’s terrible secret in Joseph Heller’s Catch-22.

ANSWER: John Yossarian
[10] This tentmate of Yossarian walks around with apples in his cheeks and deserts after accidentally killing Kid Sampson. At the end of the novel, Yossarian follows him to Sweden.

ANSWER: Orr
19. Answer stuff about a theologian, FTPE.

[10] This Dutchman and professor at Leiden from 1603-1608 opposed many of the ideas of Gomarus and Calvin. He published a Declaration of Sentiments and Five Articles of the Remonstrants.

ANSWER: Jacobus Arminius (Jacob Hermann)

[10] Arminius studied under this disciple of Calvin, who composed the 1559 work The Christian Faith and taught at Lausanne before being recognized as Calvin’s successor at the Church in Geneva.

ANSWER: Theodore Beza (de Beze)

[10] This guy became a pretty big proponent of Arminianism publishing its magazine, but he’s quite well known for founding his own denomination with his brother Charles at Oxford.  

ANSWER: John Wesley
20. Name these things relating to an ancient Egyptian period for ten points each.

[10] The 11th and 12th dynasties reigned during this period of ancient Egypt lasting from about 2040 BCE to 1785 BCE.  The following period saw the invasion and reign of the Hyksos.

ANSWER: Middle Kingdom
[10] After the 13th and 14th dynasties, the Middle Kingdom went into decline and was succeeded by this transitional period.

ANSWER: Second Intermediate period

[10] The 11th and 12th dynasties of the Middle Kingdom ruled from two different capitals.  Name either capital, for ten points.

ANSWER: Thebes or el-Lisht

