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Toss-Up Questions

1. At the end of this work, its composer's opus 34, the brass section plays the central theme while the instruments enter a fugue one by one beginning with the piccolo.  The central theme is taken from the incidental music to Aphra Behn’s Abdelazar.  In sequence, the woodwind, brass, strings, and percussion are then featured with each individual instrument given its own variation.  Subtitled Variations and Fugue on a Theme by Henry Purcell, FTP, name this work originally composed to accompany a documentary on the orchestra by Benjamin Britten.

Answer: A Young Person's Guide to the Orchestra 

2. In his essay “In Defense of Rubble Literature” this man praises Dickens’ moral commitment and interest in the downtrodden.  This same concern is reflected in his more famed protagonists like the sweetly naïve Leni Pfeiffer and the secretive Robert Fahmel, and in novels like The Silent Angel and The Bread of Our Early Years.  After gaining fame for “The Black Sheep” he wrote works about his experiences in the war such as End of a Mission and The Train Was on Time.  While he was associated with “Gruppe 47” works like The Lost Honor of Katharina Blum and Women in a River Landscape reflect his own vision.  FTP, identify this German author of Billiards at Half-Past Nine and The Clown.

Answer: Heinrich Böll
3. Julie Kristeva appropriated the name of this field for irrational effluxes of the infantile self.  Lev Vygotsky emphasized the pragmatic-instrumental character of the elements of communication central to it.  Its name was first coined in An Essay Concerning Human Understanding and Charles Morris is credited with first applying it, though it was Umberto Eco who popularized it.  Charles Sanders Peirce categorized the field's subject into three types: index, icon, and symbol.  Contrasted in its early context with semantics, FTP, identify this interdisciplinary field concerned with the use of signs.

Answer: semiotics
4. According to Karl Popper, this pre-Socratic was the chief forerunner of historicism.  Believed to have been heir to a priest kingship, he turned down the post in favor of his brother.  Holding that there existed a universal principle through which all things are interrelated, a concept he called 'nous,' this ancient opposed the theories of Parmenides who supported the notion of a static universe.  The primary advocate of the belief that fire is the one primordial element, FTP, name this philosopher whose most famous aphorism is, "No man can step in the same river twice."

Answer: Heraclitus of Ephesus

5. Thermodynamically this effect's namesake coefficient is the partial derivative of temperature with respect to pressure at constant enthalpy.  Though not true for hydrogen and helium, its coefficient is generally positive at room temperature.  Due to this effect, liquefaction is possible in the Linde refrigerator.  Describing the temperature change associated with the throttling process, FTP, name this effect, which describes the adiabatic expansion of real gases and is named for two 19th century British scientists.

Answer: Joule-Thomson effect or Joule-Kelvin effect 

6. General Snowden set up his headquarters at the local schoolhouse as he and his troops took up a strong defensive position at Munhall.  Any prisoners were brought to the temporarily constructed Camp Sam Black.  The problems had begun six days earlier, on July 6th, when Hugh Douglas confronted the two hundred and eighty armed men who had floated down the Monongahela on the orders of Henry Clay Frick.  These Pinkerton guards were supposed to continue the policy of evicting the strikers from company owned housing so that scabs could replace the members of the Amalgamated Association of Iron and Steel Workers.  FTP, identify this 1892 Pennsylvania strike against the Carnegie Steel Company.


Answer: Homestead Strike

7. Structures in its lateral region include Broddman's areas and Heschl's gyrus, while its medial structures include the fusiform gyrus and the primary olfactory cortex.  A symptom of damage to this lobe is disturbed musical perception.  The ventral visual system centered here is useful in object recognition, and Wernicke's area is located just posterior to the primary auditory complex in this cerebral lobe.  FTP, name this cerebral lobe best known for its function in hearing, and located just above the ear.

Answer: temporal lobe

8. The first sketch features the nameless narrator climbing a mountain in search of fairies.  Instead, he finds a cottage with a young girl named Mariana in it, who, as it turns out, was admiring the narrator’s house at the title location.  The finale of this six-part collection ends with an automaton destroying the titular edifice and killing his creator Bannadona.  Another tale collects 10 episodes set on the Galapagos Islands, while another is subtitled “A Story of Wall Street” and contains the utterance “I would prefer not to.”  FTP, identify this series of short stories by Melville which contains “The Bell Tower” and “Bartleby the Scrivener,” and is collectively named for an Italian square.


Answer: The Piazza Tales
9. In the Hulsemann letter the Taylor administration's support of this event was protested by the region's ruler.  It began with a March 3rd speech in which its leader urged a crown prince to 'perpetuate the ancient glory of the dynasty by meeting half-way the aspirations of a free people' and was finally defeated when the revolutionary government fled to Debrecen and Arthur Görgei surrendered.  The setting of the fall of both Emperor Ferdinand I and Metternich, FTP, name this 1848 revolution which led to the ascension of Franz Joseph and the exile of Lajos Kossuth in the namesake nation.

Answer: Hungarian Revolt or Rebellion of 1848 

10. The main navigational lanes through this archipelago are the Unimak, Umnak, Amukta, and Seguam passes.  The group lies atop the boundary between the Pacific and North American tectonic plates and its volcanoes includes Makushin, Bogoslof, and Grewingk.  It was formerly known as the Catherine Archipelago and is comprised of four groups: the Fox, Andreanof, Rat and Near.  Located between 52 degrees and 55 degrees north, FTP, name this chain of small islands in the Northern Pacific Ocean and extending outward from the Kamchatka peninsula to the Alaskan peninsula.

Answer: Aleutian Islands

11. "I'm with you Rockland" is repeated in the third part of this poem that was read by its author at the Six Gallery.  The second part asks what monster "bashed open" the skulls of the "lamblike youths" and "ate up their brains and imagination" and eventually blames the Canaanite god Moloch.  The author sees the afflicted as "starving hysterical naked, // dragging themselves through the Negro streets at // dawn looking for an angry fix."  FTP, name this poem which takes as its subject the "angel headed hipsters," a beat anthem by Allen Ginsburg.

Answer: Howl 
12. Meyer and Patterson translated the “Scholars” version of this religious work which begins "Whoever discovers the interpretation of these sayings will not taste death."  Conspicuously failing to mention the resurrection, an early mention of it is included in the writings of Origen.  It is hypothesized to be the source previously referred to as Q, and the version found in 1945 in the Egyptian desert is believed to be a translation from the original Gnostic Greek.  A collection of 114 "secret teachings" of Jesus, FTP, name this controversial "gospel" attributed to the apostle who is sometimes called Didymus.

Answer: Gospel of Thomas 
13. According to one legend this historical figure received a signet ring from Honoria, the sister of Valentinian III, which he assumed was a marriage proposal.  The leader of forces assembled by his uncle Rua, he killed the Visigothic king Theodoric I at a 451 battle near the Marne river, though in the end his forces were defeated by Aetius.  Said to have been convinced by Pope Leo I not to sack Rome the following year, FTP, name this loser at Chalons, the legendary king of the Huns usually referred to as the "Scourge of God."

Answer: Attila the Hun

14. In Dante's Inferno, it is this monster that transports Virgil and the author from the seventh to the eighth circle of hell.  The son of Chrysaor and Callirrhoe, the golden goblet of Helios allowed his slayer to reach his island home, Erythea.  Eventually the fire-breathing giant Cacus would hijack his prized possession though not before he, Eurytion, and Orthrus were killed trying to defend them.  FTP, name this triple-bodied, winged giant whose herd was the subject of the tenth labor of Hercules.

Answer: Geryon
15. This character disguises himself as Hearne the Hunter for a meeting in a nearby forest, after he is told to do so by a mysterious 'Mr. Brooke,' and also takes the guise of the “fat woman of Brainford.”  This happens in a drama that features Anne being wooed by Slender and Fenton, but which begins with his dismissal of Bardolph and Nym.  Instead of petty thievery, he has decided to send identical love letters to the work's title characters, Mrs. Page and Mrs. Ford.  Described as larding "the lean earth as he walks along," FTP, name this jolly Shakespearean character whom Queen Elizabeth wanted to see fall in love, the protagonist of The Merry Wives of Windsor.

Answer: Falstaff
16. The subject of the so-called Schröter Effect, this astronomical body lacks a magnetic field.  Its lack of impact craters is explained by its thick atmosphere which causes meteors to decelerate as they fall toward its surface.  In 1672 Cassini gave the name Neith to this object, which he thought was a moon, though it is now known to have no satellites.  Venera 3 first explored its surface and its highest point, the Maxwell Montes, is located on the "continent" Ishtar Terra.  First visited by Mariner 2, FTP, name this planet, the second nearest the sun.

Answer: Venus
17. This artistic group published a namesake almanac that featured folk art and argued that the artificial separation of form and idea could not truthfully express the inner rhythm of the spirit.  A collection of this group's works is held in the former home of Franz von Lenbach and the group met at the home of one of its founders, Gabriele Münter.  Completing such works as Study for Improvisation V and Yellow Cow, the collaboration ended with the World War I deaths of August Macke and Franz Marc.  FTP, name this expressionistic movement led by Wassily Kandinsky and which often employed an equine motif.

Answer: Der Blaue Reiter or The Blue Rider
18. Generally the development of this material property corresponds to a real-symmetric rank-2 dielectric tensor whose eigenvalues correspond to the three orthogonal principle axes of polarization.  Characteristic of Nicol and Wallaston prisms, its paragon material is rhombohedral calcite and the Kerr Effect describes its development in an electric field.  Referring to the division of light into ordinary and extraordinary components, FTP, name this physical property of materials that can be classified by two distinct anisotropic indices of refraction.

Answer: birefringence or double refraction (accept equivalents)

19. This encounter was precipitated by a violent raid on Fort Williams a year earlier.  One commander, fresh off his victory at Arcot, secretly negotiated with the other commander’s uncle, Mir Jaffar, in order to secure an advantage. When an attack on a French settlement near Murshidabad provoked one side to march into battle, the other had already set up his defenses in a mango grove on the Hooghli River.  Though badly outmanned, a monsoon rain and the judicious use of a tarp to keep the powder dry turned the charge of Siraj-ud-Dawlah’s forces into a rout for the British.  FTP identify this battle fought on June 23, 1757, a victory by Robert Clive that secured colonial domination of India.

Answer: Battle of Plassey or Battle of Pelasi

20. He used a variety of settings in his fiction, including Philadelphia in Lovely Childs and Hollywood in The Big Laugh, but most of his novels and stories were based in and around his hometown of Pottsville.  Thus Swedish Haven in The Lockwood Concern is really Schuylkill.  The clash between provinciality and money dominated works like The Doctor’s Son and Sermons and Soda Water.  His main characters were often successful men who fell hard, including Joe Chapin and Julian English in Ten North Frederick and his most famous work.  But, FTP, what writer remains best known for the film adaptations of his Pal Joey and Butterfield 8, as well as his most famous work Appointment in Samarra?

Answer: John Henry O’Hara
21. The Marshall-Lerner condition says that the sum of this quantity for home imports and foreign imports must be greater than 1.  Affected by the availability of substitutes, degree of necessity, and time period over which it is calculated, isotropy can be achieved via the 'Arc' formulation of this economic quantity.  Typically negative, one exception is Giffen goods for which this value is by definition positive.  FTP, name this economic quantity which can be defined as the measure the responsiveness of the quantity demanded of a good to its price.

Answer: price elasticity of demand

22. It was ended by Pierre de Beaufort.  At the beginning of this period Bernard de Got, buoyed by Nogaret's charges of heresy against Benedict Caetani, essentially revoked Unam Sanctam.  Following Caetani's death over a year passed before the ascension of Clement V during which time Phillip the Fair became the most powerful continental ruler.  Among the events of this seventy-year period was the Treaty of Brétigny that was arranged by Innocent VI despite the influence of the French kings who were his landlord.  FTP, name this papal sojourn to Avignon whose name alludes to Nebuchadrezzar's deportation of the Jews to the namesake city.

Answer: Babylonian Captivity (do not accept Great Schism) 

23. Born a slave, this protagonist is the victim of an arranged marriage to a "seven inch dwarf."  She unsuccessfully attempts to woo her brother-in-law and at the end of the novel he kills her to avenge his brother.  Unable to conceive, she becomes jealous of Vase's child and arranges a cat attack that leads to the child's death.  Most infamously a nymphomaniac who was noted for her talent at p'in hsiao, literally "tasting the flute," FTP, name this protagonist of the erotic work the Plum and the Golden Vase, for whom Clement Egerton named his 1939 translation.

Answer: Golden Lotus or P'an Chin-Lien
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Bonus Questions

1. Answer the following about a school of Islam: 

[05] 1. The largest Islamic sect, this group comprises about 85% of all Muslims.

Answer: Sunni
[05, 05] 2. The name Sunni is derived from the religious book, Sunnah, on which the group bases its faith. The Sunnah consists of these two portions containing the story of the life of Muhammad and his validated sayings.

Answer: Sira and Hadith
[15] 3. This is the collective name attached to the four Sunni schools of thought: the Hanafi, the Shafai, the Hanbali and the Maliki.

Answer: madhabs
2. Answer the following about an Italian artist: 

[10] 1. This was the byname taken by Antonio Allegri who is famous for his series of painting depicting the loves of Jupiter.

Answer: Corregio
[10] 2. Corregio was a master of this technique, the extreme foreshortening of figures painted on a ceiling to give the illusion that the figures are suspended in air.

Answer: sotto in su
[10] 3. Corregio's mastery of ‘sotto in su’ is evident in his Assumption of the Virgin for San Giovanni Evangelista cathedral located in this Italian city, originally named for a circular shield, where he famously worked.
 
Answer: Parma
3. Identify the following about bad things that can happen to male anatomy:

[10] 1. Like the testicle, this organ occasionally contains a vestigial appendix which can twist on itself and die, causing a "blue dot" to appear in the scrotum which is exquisitely painful, as Kelly McKenzie has no shame in attesting to.

Answer: epididymis
[10] 2. Although rare, this condition typically results from a tear in the tunica albuginea, the fibrous layer surrounding the corpora cavernosa.  It does not require a cast.

Answer: penile fracture (accept equivalents)

[10] 3. Inflammation of this tube is the most common cause of hematospermia, or bloody semen, in men under 40.

Answer: urethra
4. Answer the following about an American statesman from New Hampshire: 

[10] 1. Prior to being appointed as minister to Spain by President Lincoln, this anti-slavery senator was responsible for the passage of a bill abolishing flogging in the Navy. 

Answer: John Parker Hale 
[10] 2. In 1848, Hale followed James G. Birney as this party's presidential nominee. Before the election Hale withdrew and the party disbanded. 

Answer: Liberty Party 

[10] 3. Following the dissolution of the Liberty Party, this party arose from a conglomeration of "Barnburner" Democrats and "Conscience" Whigs.  Hale ran as its candidate in 1852. 

Answer: Free Soil Party 

5. The 1990 Keanu Reeves movie Tune in Tomorrow was an adaptation of this author's 1977 semi-autobiographical novel, Aunt Julia and the Scriptwriter.  FTPE: 

[10] 1. Name this author whose first published work was the three-act play Escape of the Inca. 

Answer: Mario Vargas Llosa 

[10] 2. Originally published as "La ciudad y los perros," this 1963 novel was Vargas Llosa's first.  It concerns the murder of a military school cadet to cover up the theft of an exam.

Answer: Time of the Hero
[10] 3. Vargas Llosa's most recent novel is this 2003 publication about the life of feminist-socialist Flora Tristan and her grandson Paul Gaugin.

Answer: The Way to Paradise
6. Answer the following concerning a computer game: 

[10] 1. The follow-up to Doom 2, this first-person shooter was programmed by John Carmack and published by Id in 1996.

Answer: Quake 
[10] 2. Quake's World was inspired by this author in whose work the Great Old Ones lie in a state of hibernation in the sunken city of R'lyeh and wait to wreak havoc on the earth.

Answer: Howard Phillips Lovecraft
[10] 3. The last monster in the game is this fictional deity from the Cthulu Mythos with black tentacles, slime-dripping mouths and short writhing goat legs.

Answer: Shub-Niggurath (accept The Black Goat of the Woods with a Thousand Young)

7. Answer the following about some British legislation FTPE:

A. This group of laws was finally repealed in 1846; they were instigated during a grain shortage caused by a growing population and the blockades imposed by the Napoleonic Wars.


Answer: Corn laws

B. The Anti-Corn Law League was founded in Manchester in 1839 and was led by this man along with his partner John Bright.

Answer: Richard Cobden

C. The failure of the Irish potato crop exacerbated the situation and Richard Cobden was able to convince this Prime Minister to kill the legislation.


Answer: Robert Peel

8. Answer of the following about a polymer:

[10] 1. The simplest, cheapest and most common polymer, this inert plastic comes in low-density and high-density variants.  It is used extensively in plastic bags and milk cartons.

Answer: polyethylene (accept: polythene or polyethene)

[10] 2. High-density polyethylene is most often made by this method named for a German and an Italian scientist.  The method uses a namesake catalyst, usually a titanium halide with an aluminum co-catalyst.

Answer: Ziegler-Natta polymerization

[10] 3. The first industrial process to employ Ziegler-Natta polymerization was developed by and named for this American petrochemical company.  This company is also known for the 1989 explosion at their Pasadena, Texas plant.

Answer: Chevron-Phillips Petroleum (do not prompt on Chevron)

9. Answer the following about a recurring theme in literature: 

[10] 1. This subject of the last story of the Decameron is noted for her patience and wifely obedience. 

Answer: Griselda or Griseldis or Grisel or Grissil or Patient Griselda 

[10] 2. Griselda's story was borrowed by Chaucer for this Canterbury Tale.

Answer: The Clerk's Tale
[10] 3. This Englishman borrowed Griselda’s story for his Pleasant Comedy of Patient Grissill.  He is also known for The Honest Whore, which he wrote with Thomas Middleton.

Answer: Thomas Dekker
10. Answer the following about a sociological theory: 

[05, 05] 1. These two German terms are used to refer to two types of social groups that roughly translate as community and society.

Answer: Gemeinschaft and Gesellschaft
[10] 2. The pair of concepts was developed by this German Sociologist.

Answer: Ferdinand Tonnies
[10] 3. Tonnies’ best known sociological publication was his 1931 Introduction to Sociology which included quite a few entries on this thinker best known for his Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism.

Answer: Max Weber

11. Name the following about mythological dismemberments:

[10] 1. To avenge the murder of his mother Coatlicue (coh-ah-tlee'-cooeh), Huitzilopochtli (wee-tsee-loh-poch'-tlee) decapitated this sister of his and threw her head into the sky to form the Moon.

Answer: Coyolxauhqui (coh-yohl-shau'-kee) 

[10] 2. After killing and dismembering his brother Osirus, this Egyptian god's foreleg and testicles were ripped off by his nephew Horus.

Answer: Seth or Set (also accept Teitler)

[10] 3. The god Anat dismembered Mot and used spare parts to resurrect this Canaanite fertility god.

Answer: Baal 
12. Name the following about stars: 

[10] 1. This type of star is a large non-main sequence star of stellar classification K or M which is larger than our sun.

Answer: red giant
[10] 2. This type of dense star is the collapsed remnant of a Type II or Ib supernova.  The upper limit of its mass is given by the Oppenheimer-Volkoff limit.

Answer: neutron star

[10] 3. This is the name for the hypothetical type of star, a red giant that contains a neutron star inside it.

Answer: Thorne-Zytkow star

13. Name the following prose works by Poe FTPE: 

[10] 1. After the death of his second wife, the narrator is horrified when the corpse slowly reawakens, transformed into his first wife, the story's namesake.

Answer: Ligeia
[10] 2. A man sentenced to death by the Inquisition is tortured before being saved at the last minute.

Answer: The Pit and the Pendulum 
[10] 3.Based on the actual travels of J.N. Reynolds novella about a New England stowaway, who survives cannibals, a mutiny, and a vicious dog, ends with the hero drifting to the South Pole and encountering a weird white figure.

Answer: The Narrative of Arthur Gordon Pym
14. Answer the following about a philosophical concept FTPE: 

[10] 1. This is the name given to the mysterious unknown force which drives life in a 1907 work.

Answer: élan vital 

[10] 2. This Frenchman, the author of Mind Energy and Introduction to Metaphysics, coined the term élan vital in his Creative Evolution.

Answer: Henri Bergson
[10] 3. After publishing Creative Evolution it took Bergson 25 more years to publish this major work, which argues that the origins of the two title concepts are intelligence and intuition.

Answer: The Two Sources of Morality and Religion or Les Deux Sources de la morale et de la religion

15. Answer the following about a ubiquitous technological device: 

[10] 1. Predicted by Julius Edgar Lilienfeld as early as 1925, types of this technological device now include the junction, high electron mobility, and thin film varieties.

Answer: field effect transistors or FET
[10] 2. All or nothing, give the names commonly applied to the three terminals of a field effect transistor.

Answer: gate, source, drain
[10] 3. In field effect transistors, this effect explains the amplification gate-drain capacitance.

Answer: Miller effect

16. Name the following about Verdi arias: 

[10] 1. Perhaps the most famous by Verdi, Rigoletto laments women in this aria before making love to Maddalena.

Answer: La “Donna e Mobile”
[10] 2. In the beginning of the second act of this opera, Alfredo sings “De' miei bollenti spiriti” to Violetta and explains how good she is for him.

Answer: La Traviata 
[10] 3. In this opera, Manrico orders a sortie to rescue his mother and sings the aria “Di Quella Pira” that can be translated as "Tremble, ye tyrants".

Answer: Il Trovatore 

17. Answer the following concerning Arab-Israeli conflict over a land area: 

[10] 1. Throughout history, conflict over this peninsula has been centered on the Giddi and Mitla passes, control of which is strategically crucial.

Answer: Sinai Peninsula

[10] 2. The so-called Six Day War over the Sinai was precipitated in 1967 when this Israeli president ordering the shooting down of Syrian MIGs.

Answer: Levi Eshkol
[10] 3. In October 1973, both Egypt and Syria attacked Israel, beginning this conflict.  Though it took heavy causalities, Israel was able to defeat the Arabs.

Answer: Yom Kippur War 

18. Identify these British satirists from a group of lesser-known titles FTPE, or from an easier work FFPE:

1. [10] Gryll Grange; The Paper Money Lyrics; and Maid Marian
[5] Nightmare Abbey

Answer: Thomas Love Peacock
2. [10] Cadenus and Vanessa; The Lady’s Dressing Room; and “A Meditation upon a Broom Stick”

[5] A Modest Proposal

Answer: Jonathan Swift
3. [10] Bright November; Take a Girl Like You; and That Uncertain Feeling
[5] Lucky Jim

Answer: Kingsley Amis
19. Answer the following connected items: 

[10] 1. In Greek mythology, this man was the son of Clio beloved by the god Apollo; he died accidentally due to a discus thrown by Apollo.

Answer: Hyacinthus

[10] 2. Hyacinth came to be identified with a flower of the lily family.  This is the name of grape hyacinths which are commonly included in flower arrangements as filler.

Answer: Baby's Breath or Muscari
[10] 3. The Death of Hyacinthus was painted by this neoclassical artist who was a rival of Anton Mengs.

Answer: Giambattista Tiepolo 
20. Name the following concerning Chinese capitals for 15 points each:

[15] 1. King Ping's decision to move the capital from Xi'an to Luoyang marks the boundary between this early dynasty's western and eastern periods.

Answer: Zhou
[15] 2. During the period of Three Kingdoms the State of Wu's chose this city as its capital.  It was later used as the capital of the Song Dynasty.

Answer: Nanjing or Nanking
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