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Tossups by Iowa State (Matt Cvijanovich, Michael Falk, Paul Tomlinson)

1. His poems include an admonishment to a Spaniard for brushing his teeth with piss, a warning to a napkin-thief, a tirade against an  over-priced prostitute, and a vicious warning to two former friends that he will orally and anally rape them.   He also wrote a masturbation joke addressed to Cato the Younger and implied that Caesar was a homosexual. His more traditional works include an ode on his brother’s tomb, containing the words, “frater, ave atque vale.”  However, he is best known for his love poems which include a defense of his lover against Quintia and a poem about her sparrow.  FTP identify this Roman poet who loved Lesbia.


Answer: Catullus.

2. They were discovered in 1947 by an experiment, in which special photographic plates called nuclear emulsions were placed on top of a mountain, conducted by Brazilian physicist Cesar Lattes.  The lightest of the quark-antiquark pairs, this particle’s positive version is more stable and more common than its neutral version.  They usually decay into a muon and a muon neutrino and are considerably lighter than the kaon.  FTP, name this meson which usually consists of an up and an anti-down quark. 


Answer: Pion or Pi meson 

3. Its colors are green and red and its members wear a blue sash and, since 1939, a kepi cover.  One of its best-known units, the 13th Half-Brigade, fought in WWII at both Narvik, in Norway, and in North Africa.  It was created in 1831 and took part in the conquest of Algeria, but its greatest moment was at Camerone where 65 of its men under Captain Donjou held off 2000 Mexicans for hours.  It was also featured prominently in the film Beau Geste and fought bravely at Dien Bien Phu.  FTP, name this multinational military unit of France.


Answer: French Foreign Legion.

4. In French it is most often found in dependent clauses introduced by que and is used in expressions of feeling.  In German it can either have a one-piece construction based on the past stem, or a two-piece construction using the infinitive.  In Latin it is used in indirect questions and cum clauses as well as independently where its varieties include the Potential, Horatory, and Optative.  In English it is seldom used and generally marked by past tenses such as “were.”  FTP identify this mood which, opposed to the indicative, which expresses contingencies and possibilities rather than facts.


Answer: subjunctive.

5. Names the same.  The first, lying near the islands of Espirita Santo and La Partida on the Sea of Cortes, was founded by Hernan Cortez in 1535 and now, with a population of 200,000 boasts a mix of Mexican industry and tourism as the capital of Baja California Sur.  The second, home to many native Aymara speakers, is noted for the University of Mayor San Andres and the Plaza Murillo.  Located near Mt. Illimani, it is within half a day’s travel of the ruins of Tihuanaco and Lake Titicaca.  FTP name this city of 1.2 million, located at 12,000 feet, the administrative capital of Bolivia.


Answer: La Paz.

6. His early work consisted of translations from Ovid’s Metamorphoses and The Art of Love, while two shorter pieces suggest that he also may have introduced the style of Southern courtly lyric poetry to Northern France, where his patrons included Marie of Champagne and Count Philip of Flanders.  Of his longer works, Cliges is an allegory on Byzantine politics, while Erec and Enide develops the relationship between love and glory also found in The Knight with the Lion.  FTP name this French poet, who introduced the love affair of Lancelot and Guinevere in The Knight of the Cart, the writer par excellence of Arthurian romances.


Answer: Chretien de Troyes (accept either name)

7. He succeeded Roentgen as professor of Physics at Wurzburg and published his Textbook of Hydrodynamics there.  He was more famous, however, for his high temperature work with Holborn and other thermodynamic research, becoming most famous for discovering that the wavelength of maximum intensity emitted by an object is inversely proportional to its temperature. FTP, name the 1911 Nobel Laureate in Physics who received the prize for his namesake Displacement Law. 



Answer: Wilhelm Wien. 

8. Only the ninth resolution was passed narrowly.  Advertised only with an unsigned notice in a county newspaper, it was held in a Wesleyan Methodist church with about 300 attendees.  It was convened partly as a result of the World Anti-Slavery meeting in London eight years earlier, and was attended by Frederick Douglass.  It was given press by New York Herald editor Gordon Bennet, who in ridicule, published the entire Declaration of Sentiments.  Presided over by none other than Lucrecia Mott’s husband, FTP name this convention of feminists organized by Elizabeth Cady Stanton in 1848.


Answer: Seneca Falls.

9. One can find descriptions of the reigns of the Manus, histories of the Solar and Lunar dynasties, and accounts of the creation of the universe in them.  They are generally classified by whether they tend to purity, ignorance, or passion, and are regarded as Friendly Treatises, appropriate for the masses, as opposed to Commanding Treatises like the Vedas.  Composed beginning around 400 B.C. and attributed to Veda-Vyasi they comprise some 400,000 couplets most of which are in the eighteen major ones.  FTP, name these Hindu scriptures, including the Skanda, Vishnu, and Bagavata, concerning the power and deeds of the gods.


Answer: Puranas.

10. Verdi used one of this composer’s tunes for the Grand Chorus of Aida.  Enrico di Borgogna was his first opera to be staged, and he did not become widely known until the premiere of Anna Bolena.  He was comfortable with French as well, debuting operas in that language after 1840.  Among his better-known 73 are Lucrezia Borgia, Don Pasquale, and Daughter of the Regiment.  FTP, name this composer of the The Elixir of Love and the Sir Walter Scott adaptation, Lucia di Lamermoor.


Answer: Gaetano Donizetti.

11. She is last seen sitting in a rocking-chair looking out a window and dreaming of greater things.  Her companions now include Lola Osborne, who helped her while she was a chorus girl, Bob Ames, who encourages her to move from comedic to dramatic acting, and Mrs. Vance who poses as an example of a wealthy New York lady.  Before her fortunes bettered she had come to live in Chicago with Sven and Minnie Hanson but after falling on hard times had become the mistress of Charles Drouet and then George Hurstwood whom she abandons after he becomes destitute.  FTP, this describes what Theodore Dreiser title character.


Answer: Sister Carrie or Caroline Meeber (accept either name)

12. Their namesake enzyme is generally found in unicellular eukaryotes and the cells of the germline, including embryonic stem cells.  That enzyme, a reverse transcriptase, lengthens the strand before replication, allowing cells to compensate for their shortening during DNA replication.  They possess sequences of a rich G-strand and a rich C-strand and almost all are found to have the TTAGGG simple sequence repeat.  FTP, name these structures associated with aging, the physical ends of linear eukaryotic chromosomes.


Answer: telomeres

13. His first military ventures were against Moorish pirates in the Mediterranean and the rebellious Moriscos of Granada.  Later, as Governor General of the Netherlands, he expressed his desire to invade England and wed Mary Queen of Scots, but due to the failure of his peace plan, the Perpetual Edict, and the lack of resources given to him by his half-brother Philip II, he was kept in stalemate until his 1578 death.  Despite this failure he was renowned for a previous victory in which he led the forces of the Holy League against the Ottomans.  FTP, name this bastard son of Charles V, the victor of Lepanto.


Answer: Don John (or Juan) of Austria.

14. He ended his life as king of Illyricum and went to Elysium after he and his wife fulfilled a prophecy.  This son of Telephassa and Agenor, the rulers of Phoenicia, succeeded at a task in which his four brothers could not.  At the end of his life he and his wife Harmonia are turned into snakes, but this has occurred well after he has sown some dragon’s teeth.  FTP, name this brother of Europa and founder of  Thebes.


Answer: Cadmus.

15. Early in his career he was employed at the court of Christian IV of Denmark and spent time in Italy collecting art works for the Earl of Arundel.  He authored Stonehenge Restored which argued that the landmark was a Roman Temple, but his better known literary works are collaborations with Heywood, Davenant, and Ben Jonson on elaborate masques for the courts of James and Charles.  Better known is the style of his Queen’s House at Greenwich, the style of Palladio that he brought back from Italy.  FTP, name this early English architect who designed the Banqueting Hall for Whitehall.


Answer: Inigo Jones.

16. A line from its second stanza is an allusion to the introduction of the poet’s play The Resurrection, which describes the manifestation of the sphinx image.  The poet refers to “twenty centuries of stony sleep” and remarks that “The blood-dimmed tide is loosed, and everywhere / The ceremony of innocence is drowned;”  Its first stanza famously ends “The best lack all conviction, while the worst / Are full of passionate intensity” and introduces the gyre, the poet’s symbol for the cycle of history.  FTP, name this poem that parallel’s Christ’s return b William Butler Yeats.


Answer: “The Second Coming”

17. His chronicler Salimbene alleged that he was an Epicurean and it was rumored that he kept a harem full of Muslim women.  A great patron of the arts, he founded the University of Naples and wrote a treatise on falconry.  In 1229 he became King of Jerusalem after making a deal with the sultan of Egypt, and later he made a similar deal with his own lords, granting them nearly complete rights on their own lands so that he could rule as an absolute monarch in Sicily and Lombardy.  This alarmed Popes Gregory IX and Innocent IV and eventually led to war.  FTP name this grandson of Frederick Barbarossa, who tried to add much of Italy to the Holy Roman Empire.


Answer: Frederick II Hohenstaufen.

18. One of the diagrams it can generate is known as the Eadie-Hofstee, which magnifies departure from linearity that may not be apparent in the better-known diagram that it generates.  It simply assumes that the rate of the formation of the product, P, is proportional to the concentration of the complex.  A curve can be generated from it using the Lineweaver-Burke plot and “V sub M” or maximum velocity occurs at the point where the curve flattens out. It states that velocity is greatest when all active sites are filled with substrate.  FTP, identify this hypothesis named for its two discoverers that offers a general explanation of the velocity and mechanism of enzyme-catalyzed reactions.


Answer: Michaelis-Menten hypothesis 

19. His aesthetics was based around his concept of “consummation,” whereby an experience becomes a unified whole.  He believed that time-honored dualisms of philosophy such as “mind-body” were too limiting and disliked the word “truth” because it was too static, instead preferring the term “warranted assertability.”  Often publishing in popular journals because his view of democracy required philosophers to be public figures, he wrote such works as School and Society.  FTP, name this Pragmatist author of Democracy and Education best known for his interest in education.


Answer: John Dewey.

20. A recent translation by Ted Hughes used free verse to render its rhymed Alexandrine couplets.  Among the changes its author made from the classical text on which it was based was the title character’s desire to put her own son on the throne and the addition of Aricie, a captive princess, whom the male lead, earlier strictly a devotee of Artemis, falls in love with.  The nurse Oenone plays the pivotal role, falsely telling King Theseus that his son has seduced his wife. FTP name this tragedy, based on a Euripides play, in which Hippolyte shuns the love-struck title character, written by Racine.


Answer: Phedre.

21. He served three terms in the California state assembly in the 1950s before becoming the chair of the state’s Republican Party in 1962.  He started in the Cabinet as Secretary of Health, Education, and Welfare from 1973-1975, then took a six-year hiatus into private industry in California, but re-emerged in the Cabinet to increase compensation to service members, order development of stealth aircraft and, ultimately, resign in 1987 during the Iran/Contra scandal. FTP, name Ronald Reagan’s first secretary of defense. 


Answer: Caspar Weinberger.

22. Its guest artist alleges that “we blessed and hung low, like Bernie Mac” and states that “For dead presidents I pimp like Huddy-roll.”  Near the end the primary singer voices her satisfaction that “When they take it to the parking lot/ [...] I bet you somebody’s gonna call the cops,” while she begins by asserting that she’s “paid her dues,” is “in mood,” and is going to “Dance and get just a little naughty.”  The line “Gonna get my girls/ Get your boys/ Gonna make some noise” is repeated throughout the song.  FTP, name this first single off the album Stripped, by Christina Aguilera.


Answer: Dirrty.

23. After six months at sea, a stop is made in the Marquesas Islands, under the command of Captain Vangs.  Tommo decides that this is the right time to jump ship, and he and Toby plan to hide out and catch a ride with the next ship. The problem with that plan, however, is that after leaving the Dolly they find an island is populated by a cannibalistic tribe.  FTP, identify this 1846 novel, named for that tribe and subtitled “A Peep at Polynesian Life,” by Herman Melville. 


Answer: Typee.
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Bonuses by Iowa State ((Matt Cvijanovich, Michael Falk, Paul Tomlinson)

1. Identify these political leaders of Europe in the 1770s and 1780s, FTP each:

A. This Whig statesman, who was Prime Minster of England during the Seven Years War, spent most of the 1770’s criticizing George III’s attitude toward the American colonies.


Answer: William Pitt the Elder.

B. After being appointed comptroller-general of finance in 1774, he began strict reforms and submitted to Louis XVI his famous Six Edicts to the Royal Council in 1776. 


Answer: Anne Robert Jacques Turgot
C. In 1776 this banker succeeded Turgot as finance minister for Louis XVI but despite making reforms in the tax system could not stave off impending disaster.  His dismissal in 1789 led to the storming of the Bastille.


Answer: Jacques Necker.

2. Name these Alexander Pushkin works, FTP each:

A. In this verse novel the title character, the original superfluous man, spurns but later desires Tatyana, the paragon of Russian womanhood.


Answer: Eugene Onegin or Yevgeny Onegin.

B. This short novel tell of the love affair of Pyotr Grinyev and Masha Mironova set against the back-drop of the Pugachev revolt.


Answer: The Captain’s Daughter or Kapitanskaya dochka.

C. After common clerk Yevgeny’s fiancee drowns, he blames Peter the Great and curses the title oject a representation of him.  He then imagines that said object is chasing him throughout St. Petersburg and repents of his defiance.


Answer: The Bronze Horseman or Medny vsadnik.

3. Identify these amino acids, FTP each:

A. The simplest of the amino acids with only a hydrogen atom in its side chain, it makes hormones responsible for the immune system and releases oxygen to be used in the cell-making process.


Answer: Glycine.

B. Found in hemoglobin this amino acid is regarded as “semi-essential.”  It has been employed to treat rheumatoid arthritis, ulcers, and allergic diseases.


Answer: Histidine.

C. This amino acid is used to produce Norepinephrine and is often broken down into tyrosine.  Too much of it in the blood can lead to PKU.


Answer: Phenylalanine.

4. Name the dogs from European Mythology from clues FTPE.

A. Sharing his name with a companion of Jason, this dog of Odysseus, upon his master’s return after twenty years, rose from a dung-heap, limped over to greet his master and then died contentedly.


Answer: Argos.

B. Along with Sceolan she was one of the celebrated hounds of Finn Mac Cool.  She died in the pursuit of a white stag, usually identified as Finn’s first wife, either by Finn himself or after following the fawn into a sacred pool.


Answer: Bran.

C. His dogs ate him after he was turned into a stag for witnessing Artemis and her attendants bathing.


Answer: Actaeon
5. Name these things about a feature of African geography, FTP each:

A. This valley runs 3,000 miles from Syria to the mouth of the Zambezi river and is up to 60 miles wide at some points.  Tanganyika is one of the many lakes it forms.


Answer: Great Rift Valley.

B. Also formed from the Great Rift Valley is this narrow 360 mile long lake, the 3rd largest in Africa, whose main tributary is the Ruhuhu and which drains out through the Shire River.


Answer: Lake Nyasa or Malawi.

C. This lake is part of the western branch of the Great Rift Valley.  Bordering the Congo (Zaire) and Uganda it receives the Semiliki and Victoria Nile rivers and is drained by its namesake Nile.


Answer: Lake Albert.

6. Name these things about the Know-Nothings or American Party, FTP each:

A. This combination of nativist groups, which coalesced in 1850, sought to ban Catholics from public office and institute literary tests for voting.  It provided the core of the Know-Nothing Leadership.


Answer: Supreme Order of the Star-Spangled Banner.

B. Much of the nativist reaction occurred as a response to this state, which upon entering the Union in 1848 allowed aliens to vote provided they intended to seek citizenship and had lived in the state for a year.


Answer: Wisconsin.

C. At their 1856 Convention, the Know-Nothings, who were beginning to break apart due to sectionalism, nominated this former president to run for that office again.


Answer: Millard Fillmore.

7. The labyrinth is a common theme in Latin American Literature.  Identify people or books relating to it, FTP each:

A. The labyrinth was a major theme of this Argentinian writer as evidenced by his stories Garden of the Forking Paths and The Library of Babel.


Answer: Jorge Luis Borges.

B. Nobel Laureate Octavio Paz examines the essence of the Mexican people in this 1950 essay.  One of the things he discovered was the remarkable familiarity with death that Mexicans have, from indigenous religions, the destruction of the conquest, and the Catholic faith.


Answer: The Labyrinth of Solitude or El laberinto de la soledad.

C. Gabriel Garcia Marquez traces the thoughts of a dying Simon Bolivar on his trip down the Magdalena River in this 1989 historical novel The General in his Labyrinth.


Answer: The General in his Labyrinth
8. Name the resulting element, including mass number when asked for, from the follow nuclear reactions, FTP each:

A. Nitrogen-14 is struck with an alpha particle, producing a hydrogen atom and what element?  Give the mass numer


Answer: Oxygen-17
B. Iron-59 undergoes beta decay, producing an electron and this atom.

 
Answer: Cobalt-59

C. Uranium-238 is struck with a neutron and subsequently emits an electron.  What is the resulting element? Give the mass number

 
Answer: Neptunium-239
9. Name the disturbing painting, FTP each:

A. An incubus is perched on a sleeping woman while the head of a demonic horse breaks through the curtains around her bed in this Henry Fuselli work.


Answer: The Nightmare.

B. A wild-haired and wild-eyed giant with a gaping mouth holds a bloody and headless body in this Goya painting.


Answer: Saturn Devouring his Children. (accept equivalents for “devouring”)

C. An elderly female wearing ragged clothing and a bonnet stares at the viewer through eyes rimmed with red and wears a tensed scowl on her face in this unorthodox portrait by Gericault.


Answer: Insane Woman with Envy or Mad Woman with Envy or Envy
11. Identify some of the leaders of Mexico’s war of independence, FTP each:

A. This parish priest of Dolores began the war for Mexican Independence on Sept. 16th 1810.  His social rebellion was later defeated at the Battle of Calderon and he was subsequently executed.


Answer: Father Miguel Hidalgo y Costilla.

B. A Spanish officer, in 1820 this man made proposed the Plan of Three Guarantees to the Revolutionaries he was supposed to be fighting and secured Mexican Independence at the Treaty of Cordoba.  


Answer: Augustin de Iturbide.

C. This namesake of a Mexican state on the Pacific fought a continuous guerilla war until agreeing to Iturbide’s peace.  He became president in 1829 but was ousted by Bustamante and subsequently executed.


Answer: Vincente Guerrero.

12. The Amphitryon Story has uses over and over again by play-writes.  From clues tell which author wrote the following Amphitryons, FTP each:

A. This Roman comedian, who flourished around 200 B.C., wrote the first extant version, probably based on an earlier Greek play.  Hilarity ensues when Jupiter appears like Amphitryon and Mercury like his slave Sosia.


Answer: Plautus.

B. This Restoration Brit’s Amphitryon is based on Moliere’s 1668 version as well as on Plautus.  Notable innovations include music by Henry Purcell and the character of Phaedra, who flirts with Sosia but is eventually won over by Mercury’s promises of wealth.


Answer: John Dryden.

C. In 1929 this French dramatist, noted for Judith and Tiger at the Gates, wrote a version which he entitled Amphitryon 38 for the number of times the story had been used.


Answer: Jean Giraudoux.

13. Light passes from one medium to another, with indices of refraction n1 and n2.  FTP, each:

A. If light strikes the boundary between the media at the angle arctangent of n2 over n1, it will be fully polarized by reflection. Name that angle. 


Answer: Brewster Angle. 

B. If light strikes the boundary between the media at an angle greater than the arcsine of n2 over n1, it will experience total internal reflection. Name that angle. 


Answer: Critical Angle. 

C. To one decimal place, what is the index of refraction of pure water? 


Answer: 1.3
14. Name these early Italian composers, FTP each:

A. His 104 masses and 250 motets are regarded as the peak of 16th century church music and some even credit him with saving polyphony in his Mass of Pope Marcellus or Missa Papae Marcelli.


Answer: Giovanni da Palestrina.

B. A member of the papal choir this 17th century composer’s Misere Mei was so important to the papacy that they threatened to excommunicate anyone who transcribed it.


Answer: Gregorio Allegri.

C. His operas include L’errore innocente and Pompeo, in which he introduced the Neapolitan overture type.  In addition he wrote more than 600 cantatas.


Answer: Alessandro Scarlatti (prompt on just last name)

15. Answer stuff about a religious movement of the 17th century, FTP each:

A. This Catholic reform movement, named for a Flemish bishop, revived St. Augustine’s writings against the Pelagians and argued for predestination, limited atonement, and election.  


Answer: Jansenism.

B. This scientist and philosopher argued passionately for Jansenism against the criticism of the Jesuits in his satirical Provincial Letters and Pensees.


Answer: Blaise Pascal.

C. This Cistercian monastery, 17 miles west of Paris, at which Pascal’s sister became a nun, was the center of French Jansenism.


Answer: Port Royal des Champs or Port Royal de Paris.

16. Name these figures in Athenian history, FTP each:

A. The son -in-law of Megara’s tyrant Theogones, this young aristocrat’s failed 632 B.C.  coup provided one of the sparks for the reforms of Draco.


Answer: Kylon or Cylon.

B. In 560 this man gained control of Athens and ruled as a tyrant although he helped out farmers by increasing olive production and limiting the powers of wealthy landowners.  His sons, Hippias and Hipparchos faired less well.


Answer: Peisistratos.

C. After overthrowing the Peisistratids this man reformed the Constitution in 508 B.C. dividing Attica into demes and tribes, increasing the power of the Ecclesia at the expense of the Aeropagus, and introducing ostracism.


Answer: Cleisthenes.

17. Name these works of literary criticism, from descriptions, FTP each:

A. Directed primarily at Puritan Stephen Gossen, this tract by Sir Philip Sydney argues that poetry, which includes any imaginative writing, is superior to history because it is both entertaining and enlightening but is not limited by fact.


Answer: Defense of Poesy or An Apologie for Poetrie.

B. This 1781 work of Samuel Johnson including discussions of 52 English writers, trashes Milton and the Metaphysical poets.  Its major thesis was that a writer’s experiences and times will have a significant causal impact on his poetry.


Answer: The Lives of the Poets.

C. This early collection of T.S. Eliot, subtitled “Essays on Poetry and Criticism,” attacked the romantic obsession with personal feelings  in “Tradition and the Individual talent” and “Hamlet and his Problems.”


Answer: The Sacred Wood.

18. Name these Moons of Jupiter from descriptions, FTP each:

A.  This fifth known moon from Jupiter is the most volcanically active body in the solar system


Answer: Io
B. Discovered in 1892 it is one of the inward moons and the fifth largest, falling behind the Galilean ones.  It also has the distinction of being the reddest object in the solar system probably because of sulfur from Io.


Answer: Amalthea.

C. Discovered by Merlotte in 1908 this 15th moon from Jupiter is only 50 km in diameter, but it is the largest of a group that includes Ananke, Carme, and Sinope and which may be remnants of a captured asteroid.


Answer: Pasiphae.

19. Name these things about a famous trial:

A For 5 points for both, During the “Red Scare” these two Italian anarchists were arrested on the charge that they killed a paymaster and a guard in a heist in Braintree, Massachusetts in April of 1920.


Answer: Nicola Sacco and Bartolemeo Vanzetti.

B. For 15 points, This judge presided over the trial in which Sacco and Vanzettti were convicted and sentenced to death.  He has often been accused of prejudice for his actions in this trial and the previous trial of anarchist Sergie Zuboff.


Answer: Judge Webster Thayer.

C. For 10 points, Six months before the execution, this Harvard law professor and future Supreme Court Justice argued, in The Case of Sacco and Vanzetti, that Thayer had been biased and that it was far more likely that the Morelli gang committed the murders.


Answer: Felix Frankfurter
20. Name these poems by John Milton, FTP each:

A. This elegy on the death of Edward King begins, “Yet once more, O ye laurels and once more”


Answer: “Lycidas”

B. Meaning “happy man” this poem with a famous companion begins “Hence loathed Melancholy / Of Cerberus and blackest midnight born, / In Stygian cave forlorn.”


Answer: “L’Allegro”

C. This sonnet alludes to the murder of 1,700 Waldensians in the title region.


Answer: “On the Late Massacre in Piedmont”

