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Toss-Up Questions

1. The title character gets a job writing for a TV series on ABC after nearly being killed by a hit-and-run driver.  When she goes to an orgy hosted by Clem Masters, she fondles the breasts of Gloria Gordon before being anally raped by a member of the band the Four Skins, to her irritation.  She writes the story of her life for her dentist and analyst, Dr. Randolph Spenser Montag, who is horrified to read about an incident in which she used a strap-on dildo to anally rape one of her students at the Academy of Drama and Modelling, Rusty Godowsky.  Her goal is to write a commentary on Parker Tyler’s Magic and Myth of the Movies, but she loses interest in films of the 40s after ceasing to take female hormones.  FTP, name this 1968 work about a gay man who moves to Hollywood after undergoing a sex change operation, a novel by Gore Vidal.


Answer: Myra Breckinridge
2. One of its first major actions was a response to the assassination of the German ambassador, Count Wilhelm von Mirbach-Harff.  A month later, Fanny Kaplan’s attempt at killing the country’s leader led to its receiving the power to impose death sentences.  When peasants refused to sell their grain to the government at fixed prices, it was empowered to seize the grain, which resulted in the so-called “Bread War.”  These things made it understandably unpopular, and a year before it was superseded by the State Political Administration its power to investigate ordinary crimes was withdrawn.  When it was established by the Sovnarkom, it was given extraordinary powers to combat counter-revolution and sabotage.  FTP, name this police force which preceded the GPU, and which was established in 1917 with Felix Dzerzhinsky as its first head.


Answer: the Cheka (or VCHEKA, or: All-Russian Extraordinary Commission for Combating Counter-Revolution and Sabotage)

3. One problem in testing this theory is that serial correlations may be the result of time varying rates and premiums. Technical analysis assumes that market action discounts everything, and that certain price formations are recurrent, thus violating a form of this theory. Another challenge to this theory is posed by possible limits to arbitrage and human psychology, the tenets that underlie behavior finance.  Developed by Eugene Fame, the theory comes in three varieties. The weak form asserts that all past market prices and data are fully reflected in securities prices. The semistrong form claims that all publicly available information is reflected in securities prices, while the strong form argues that all information is reflected.  FTP, identify this economic theory which claims that predicting the market on a long term basis is impossible.


Answer: the Efficient Markets Hypothesis

4. In one that was painted for François Derbais, three angels loll on a cloud above the title figure, while another angel sits at her right knee.  About 90 years before François Boucher painted that version, Guido Reni produced one in which the title figure is looking toward a Cupid who hovers in the upper right of the canvas.  Two women support the title figure, while another woman explostulates toward two angels dangling from the trees overhead, in one that was painted around 1570 by Paolo Veronese.  In the most famous one, completed in 1562, a cherub rides a fish to the left of the titular event, while the title character holds a red cloth in her right hand and a horn in her left.  FTP, give the name shared by these depictions of the abduction of the daughter of Agenor by Zeus in the form of a bull, the most famous of which was by Titian.


Answer: The Rape of Europa
5. The protagonist of this novel uses the word “onions” as a code phrase for sex with his lover.  He is working on a biography of General Gordon when he is interviewed by Peter Weatherby, whose girlfriend Sylvia he borrows for a trip to a funeral.  He borrows the son of a man named Perkis when he wants to visit the rationalist preacher Mr. Smythe, whose disfigured face was once kissed by the woman he loves.  The pivotal event of the novel occurs during the bombing of London, when the protagonist is crushed by a door and his lover promises God that she will renounce him if he is restored to life.  After a walk in the rain proves to be the death of Sarah, her husband Henry Miles invites the protagonist to move in with him.  FTP, name this novel in which Maurice Bendrix tries to understand the termination of a romance, a work by Graham Greene.


Answer: The End of the Affair
6. The Spencer and Danner modification to it replaces the critical compressibility with a namesake factor unique to each component.  Unlike the Lee/Kessler correlation, this correlation remains accurate even for highly polar fluids, and unlike the two-parameter Lyderson-Greenkorn-Hougen correlation, does not require knowledge of the density, making it more useful near the critical point of the liquid.  Given as V-sat equals the critical volume times the critical compressibility raised to the quantity 1 minus the reduced temperature to the two sevenths power, FTP, what is this equation that can be used to estimate the molar volume of a saturated liquid?


Answer: Rackett equation or correlation

7. He gained his rhetorical skills as interpreter to Sir Stewart Gore-Brown shortly after undertaking a nationwide bicycle tour to drum up support for his first party, though he later withdrew from that party with Simon Kapwepwe.  His “positive nonviolent action” campaign with a splinter faction of the ANC resulted in his incarceration at Gwelo.  He nationalized his country’s mining industry in the Mulungushi Reforms after leading a party founded by Mainza Chona to victory over the British colonialists, but within a decade copper prices fell, and he responded to ethnic strife between the Bemba and Lozi tribes by banning all parties except his United National Independence Party.  FTP, name this strongman who was replaced by Frederick Chiluba in 1991 as President of Zambia.


Answer: Dr. Kenneth David Kaunda
8. The 13th chapter of this work claims that the first part of Henry VI was written by a Catholic who may not have been Shakespeare, and includes a long discussion of the poetry of Gaultier de Coincy.  The preface announces that the book was written for “nieces” of the narrator, and imagines a summer vacation which begins at Madame Poulard’s famous hotel.  The penultimate chapter deals with such “mystics” as John of Salisbury and Adam of Saint Victor, and is followed by a chapter on Thomas Aquinas, while earlier chapters consider the Song of Roland and the “court of the queen of Heaven” found in one of the titular locations.  The first titular location is home to an abbey church dedicated to an archangel, while the other is a cathedral sacred to the Virgin Mary.  FTP, name this book which was privately published in 1904, a “study in 13th century unity” written by Henry Adams.


Answer: Mont Saint Michel and Chartres
9. It is divided into ten parishes, which include Torteval and Saint Saviour.  It is governed by a unicameral Assembly of the States, which includes two representatives from a nearby island which includes the city of St. Anne.  Off its west coast lies Lihou Island, while Jethu, Herm, and Sark lie to its east.  The largest island in its immediate vicinity is Alderney, and one of its two significant ports is Saint Sampson.  It is often paired with a larger island to its south, which includes the cities of Gorey and Saint Helier.  The capital of this “bailiwick” is at Saint Peter Port.  FTP, name this British crown dependency, an island in the English Channel which is a remnant of the Dukedom of Normandy, much like Jersey.


Answer: Guernsey
10. His foster-father lived in a castle that was guarded by three magical cranes, and owned a famous magic cauldron.  On one of his quests, he was assisted by the king of the Sidi, Bodb.  That quest began when he fell in love with a woman in a dream, whom he eventually found chained to 149 other women in the form of swans.  Though he loved Caer Ibormeith, he also kidnapped the wife of his brother Mider, put her in a glass case and carried her around with him at all times.  He took over the castle Brugh na Boinne from his human father, Elcmhaire, though his real father was a god who had slept with his mother Boann.  His sacred animal was the pig, and he had a magic harp that enchanted all who heard it.  FTP, name this son of Dagda, a god of youth and love who is the Celtic equivalent of Adonis.


Answer: Angus or Cengus or Angus Mac Og
11. It is thought that in quantum gravity in asymptotically flat spacetime, it is the only gauge-invariant observable.  For a time in the 1960s, quantum field theory was in doubt and the study of this object was dominant, as led by Chew and Gell-Mann. Chew's “bootstrap” was intended to provide a foundation for the study of hadron physics in terms of analyticity and unitarity properties of it.  It provides the probabilities for transitions between different well-defined asymptotic particle states, and as such is particularly useful for obtaining predictions for collider experiments.  FTP, what is this operator whose name reflects its derivation from “scattering”?


Answer: S-matrix
12. One of the three major sources for this work is a ballad from Runeberg’s Songs of Ensign Stal about Lotta Svard, while another is the novel The Runagate Courage.  One scene opens with one of the title characters singing “The Song of the Great Capitulation,” while another features the successful sale of a capon.  In the end, three of the four title characters are killed, as Kattrin is shot while beating an alarm on the roof of a farmhouse, Eilif is executed in retribution for his brutality to peasants, and Swiss Cheese dies after refusing to give up his regiment’s cash-box.  The twelve scenes of the play cover a period between 1624 and 1636, during which the first title character follows the Protestant armies of the Thirty Years War.  FTP, name this work that was first produced in 1941, a play by Bertolt Brecht.


Answer: Mother Courage and her Children or Mutter Courage und ihre Kinder
13. His refusal to enforce his own Consolidation of Labor Laws led workers to attack him in the Miner’s Manifesto. His abuses caught up with him when his guard Tenente Fortunato was implicated in the murder of Rubens Vaz during the Tonelero Street conspiracy. His replacement of the Constitution of 1891 attempted to ease the lot of the workers, but his brutal suppression of the cangaços did not endear him to his anti-coronelist power base, and he used the Cohen Plan, a fabricated plot by the Integralistas, to assume dictatorial powers.  Starting out as the governor of Rio Grande do Sur, he led the Liberal Alliance in overthrowing the government of Washington Luis in 1930, and he modeled his rule on the Estado Nôvo of Antonio Salazar.  FTP, name this president of Brazil.


Answer: Getulio Dornelles Vargas
14. Histological features of this disease include characteristic Curschmann spirals, Charcot-Leydon [shar-co lai-don] crystals, and eosinophilic infiltration, while a major observation found in this disease is an increase in the Reid index. Treated alternatively by the Butekyo method, medication for this disease includes the resorcinols and the methylxanthines. It is rarely incited by aspirin, penicillin, toluene, and formaldehyde, but in the majority of cases of this disease, no specific precipitating antigen is identified. Distinguished from other bronchiolar diseases by its reversibility upon administration of a beta-agonist, FTP, name this disease of the resipiratory tract characterized by inflammation and plugging with mucus of bronchioles, whose best known symptoms are breathlessness, cough, and wheezing.

         Answer: asthma
15. On one episode, a man who went on to appear on American Idol noted that he wasn’t much of a rapper and called his singing a “secret weapon.”  Another star of this show went on to appear as Eddie in Frankenbabe and as the “impossibly hot fireman” on an episode of The O.C.  In addition to Constantine Maroulis and Chris Showerman, one episode featured Kevin Marlo, but it never aired after he was killed on 9/11.  A person who resigned from one episode went on to appear in the third season of For Love or Money, while old people have appeared on the “Fabulous Over Fifty” special.  The most recent season adds such innovations as a “Tournament of Champions” and a special high-school edition, and features the return of “Bikini Week.”  FTP, name this creation of Alex Duda, in which four suitors are whittled down to one champion in a competition which is won with surprising infrequency by the contestant with the largest breasts.


Answer: elimiDATE 

16. This individual is the subject of a 1785 singspiel by Friedrich Benda, while his “fable” is the subject of the most popular opera by Alfredo Casella.  A musical drama about this figure by Antonio Sartorio added such superfluous characters as Achilles, Bacchus, and the title character’s brother Aesculapius.  The title character is raised to the heavens by Jove at the end of an opera about his “death” by Stefano Landi, whils six electronic interludes interrupt the narrative in a work called “the mask of” this character by Harrison Birtwistle.  The title character is mistakenly stabbed to death by his dead wife’s three sisters in a work about his “misfortunes” by Darius Milhaud.  A more famous work about him first appeared in 1607, and opens in the fields of Thrace before moving to the underworld.  FTP, name this figure from Greek myth, the subject of works by Offenbach, Gluck, and Monteverdi.


Answer: Orpheus (or Orfeo, I suppose)
17. One algorithm that uses this technique is the Smith-Waterman algorithm, which searches protein databases to find those with the best alignment.  A common application of it is finding solutions to the chain matrix multiplication problem.  It is used in the Viterbi algorithm to find the most likely sequence of hidden events in the context of Markov Chain models.  Most easily seen in recursive problems like finding solutions to the knapsack problem, it is an alternative to greedy algorithms or branch and bound techniques. Developed by Richard Bellman, it relies on two features of a given problem, those being memorization and overlapping subproblems. FTP, identify this algorithm design technique that uses the idea that a solution can be constructed using optimal solutions to its subproblems.


Answer: dynamic programming

18. Among the books written by one of its leaders were A Short and Easy Method of Prayer, while another of them wrote an Explanation of the Maxims of the Saints Concerning the Interior Life.   Its tenets were most famously explained in The Spiritual Guide Which Disentangles the Soul, which was condemned in the papal bull Coelestis pastor.  That bull accused this movement’s leader, correctly, of lasciviousness.  It held that sex was unimportant, because while the devil can force the body to perform sinful acts, those acts cannot break the union with God achieved by a certain kind of soul.  After Innocent XI condemned it, Fénelon recanted but Madame Guyon went to prison rather than break with this movement, which was founded by a Spaniard who died in 1696.  FTP, name this form of mysticism developed by Miguel Molinos, which advocated passive contemplation of the divine.  


Answer: quietism
19. He found time to write books on both Greek and Latin prosody while serving as deputy advocate general of the vice admiralty court, a position he received through the assistance of Thomas Pownall and William Shirley.  After Shirley promised this man’s father a vacancy on the state Supreme Court, this man became furious when the state’s lieutenant govenor, Thomas Hutchinson, took the position instead.  This man went on to resign his own place on the vice admiralty court in order to collaborate with Oxenbridge Thacher on a case involving Charles Paxson, who was issuing Writs of Assistance.  He survived the battle of Bunker Hill, only to be killed at Isaac Osgood’s farm when he was struck by lightning.  FTP, name this author of A Vindication of the British Colonies, who in the 1760s influentially argued against England’s power to tax America.


Answer: James Otis
20. In this work’s preface, the author laments that people no longer read Bishop Wilson’s Maxims of Piety and Christianity, and agrees with Michelet that the Imitation of Christ could not have been written by an Englishman.  In this work’s conclusion, the author notes that Pericles may have been the most perfect public speaker who ever lived, but prefers the “disinterested play of consciousness” exhibited by Socrates.  One chapter takes its title from Luke 10:42, announcing that “But one thing is needful,” while other consider “Our Liberal Practitioners” and the notion of “Doing as One Likes.”  One chapter contrasts two spiritual disciplines, the Hellenic and the Hebraic, while the first chapter insists that the pursuit of perfection is the pursuit of sweetness and light.  FTP, name this “essay in political and social criticism,” an 1869 work by Matthew Arnold.


Answer: Culture and Anarchy
21. First noticed as an S-shaped anomaly in a plot generated by the Tully-Fisher relation, its density is predicted to peak near PKS1343-601, and the red shifts of its central objects display a prominent Finger-of-God effect. The cluster Abell 3627 is believed to be near its center, though its position near the Zone of Avoidance hinders its direct mapping. Its distinguishing property gives rise to a non-uniform flow toward the cosmic microwave background dipole which, after correction for Hubble Flow, had an average velocity of 600 kilometers per second for affected superclusters.  FTP, name this dense astronomical structure located in the direction of Hydra named for its influence on the motion of other galaxies.


Answer: Great Attractor
22. His father was allowed to die after he ate the brains of the man who killed him.  Prior to the Trojan War, this man and his friend Acamas went to demand the return of Helen, but as you know their mission was fruitless.  During the Trojan War, this man’s wife Aegialeia had an affair with Cometes.  Apollo was compelled to hide Aeneas in a cloud and transport him to Pergamos after this man nearly killed him, wounding Aphrodite in the process.  Later, Hera helped him by enabling his spear to hit Ares, ending a Trojan attack.  After the war, he returned to his kingdom of Aetolia with the Palladium which he had helped Odysseus steal.  FTP, name this Greek hero who was also known as Tydides, a favorite of Athena who shares his name with another figure from Greek myth who owned some flesh-eating mares.


Answer: Diomedes
23. In one of his works, he expresses a desire for a hermit’s house beside a stream and mocks vain and foolish men who grasp too wide.  That poem was originally entitled “On Retirement,” but a later version published under the pseudonym Hezekiah Salem was called “The Wish of Diogenes.”  He noted that “kindled rum” often burns as blue as brimstone in a poem addressed to Sir Toby, a Jamaican sugar planter, while he imagined a man alighting on Saturn’s double ring in a poem addressed to the “celebrated aeronaut” Mr. Blanchard.  However, he is best known for a poem which imagines “Pale Shebah, with her braided hair” in the titular place, and which expresses the opinion that the posture we give the dead points out the soul’s eternal sleep.  FTP, name this poet of The American Village, The British Prison Ship, and “The Indian Burying Ground.”


Answer: Philip Morin Freneau
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Bonus Questions

1. He was banned from Indonesia after his doctoral research there led him to argue that the coup of 1965 was caused by the army rather than Communists.  FTP each:

A.  Name this thinker, who went on to direct the Indonesia program at Cornell, but is better known for a 1983 book about the origins and spread of nationalism.


Answer: Benedict Anderson
B.  The title of this Benedict Anderson book summarizes in two words Anderson’s concept of the modern nation.  Members of a nation don’t know each other, but conceive a deep comradeship with others.


Answer: Imagined Communities
C.  Chapter 4 of Imagined Communities asks why this kind of community, which consists of people sharing a common language and descent, pioneered the concept of nationhood.


Answer: creole
2. The novel opens in the Albrechtstrasse, where the title character meets a general who is embarrassed to see him.  FTPE:

A.  Name this 1909 work about Klaus Heinrich, who marries the wealthy American Imma Spoelmann.


Answer: Royal Highness or Königliche Hoheit
B.  This author of Joseph and His Brothers wrote Royal Highness.


Answer: Thomas Mann
C.  In this Thomas Mann novel, we encounter “Sita of the beautiful hips” and learn about her married life with two husbands, Shridaman and Nanda.


Answer: The Transposed Heads, a Legend of India or Die vertauschten Köpfe
3. Answer these questions relating to immune cells FTPE.

A.  This is a malignancy of plasma cells. It differs from other immune cell malignancies in that it is an uncontrolled proliferation of plasma cells derived from a single clone. Major symptoms include bone pain or fracture, renal failure, and anemia.


Answer: multiple myeloma
B.  Myeloma cells and normal spleen immune cells were combined to make hybridomas, a process which earned Kohler and Milstein a Nobel Prize in 1984. Hybridomas are used to produce this class of compounds, examples of which include the drugs Erbitux, Avastin, Herceptin, and Remicade. 


Answer: monoclonal antibodies
C.  This isotype of antibody is primarily released within the intestines and stomach to intercept pathogens before they enter the bloodstream. It is also found in maternal milk, tears, and saliva.


Answer: IgA or immunoglobulin A
4. Name these ancient Greek artists, FTPE:

A.  He created a group depiction of Heracles, Zeus, and Athena on Samos, while his Athenian works include a bronze cow sculpted for the Acropolis and a famous sculpture of an athlete who is about to lunge forward.


Answer: Myron
B.  Theophrastus claimed that this 5th century Athenian was the father of the art of painting.  None of his works have survived, but he is known to have been fond of painting densely-populated scenes on walls, such as The Sack of Troy.

Answer: Polygnotus
C.  This 4th century sculptor pioneered with his female nude, the Aphrodite of Cnidos, and also created a notable depiction of Hermes and Dionysus.


Answer: Praxiteles
5. Answer these questions about a noted duelist, archaeologist, and newspaper publisher FTPE.  

A.  He did pioneering work on the Mayan calendar and collaborated with Rollin Daggett on The Psychoscope, which was reviled for its realistic depiction of life in a brothel.  More notably, his Territorial Enterprise was one of the first newspapers to publish the work of Samuel Clemens.


Answer: Joseph Thompson Goodman
B.  Relax, the next two parts are easier.  Joseph Goodman’s Enterprise was based in Virginia City, and was read internationally because it reported on this region of silver mining that made William Randolph Hearst’s father a wealthy man.

Answer: the Comstock Lode

C.  In 1872, Goodman called out this man for giving his name to a hoax involving diamond mines in Arizona.  In 1861, this man had replaced Irvin McDowell as commander of a notable army.


Answer: George McClellan
6. Answer these questions about wave propagation in electromagnetism, FTPE. 
A. This velocity is defined as the derivative of angular frequency with respect to wavenumber.


Answer: group velocity

B. Superluminal group velocities are possible even though superluminal information transfer is not. This has been demonstrated in substances exhibiting this, in which the index of refraction is smaller at larger angular frequencies.


Answer: anomalous dispersion

C. These equations relate the real and imaginary parts of the permittivity of a material, and are useful in the study of dispersion. They are based on analyticity properties and can be used to derive certain sum rules.


Answer: Kramers-Kronig relations

7. This kingdom’s notoriety for slave-trafficking began when the Romans established the nearby trading post of Rhapta.  FTPE:

A. Name this semi-autonomous East African state, a source of slaves for Arab traders which broke free of the Sultanate of Oman under sultan Majid in 1861, only to see its rulers’ power slowly sapped by Britain.


Answer: Zanzibar
B. This sultan of Oman moved his capital to Zanzibar in 1840 and began to break ties with Muscat with British help.  He also introduced the cultivation of cloves, which eventually became Zanzibar’s chief cash crop.  


Answer: Sayyid Said ibn Sultan

C. Under the influence of British consul Sir John Kirk, this second ruler to possess the title Sultan of Zanzibar signed the Treaty of 1873 with Great Britain, abolishing the slave trade.


Answer: Sayyid Barghash bin Said al-Busaid
8. Parts 2 and 3 of this book, which consider “Skepticism and the Existence of the World” and “Knowledge and the Concept of Morality,” are adapted from the author’s 1961 Harvard dissertation.  FTP each:

A.  Name this classic of American philosophy, whose rambling final chapter is situated “between acknowledgement and avoidance.”


Answer: The Claim of Reason
B.  This long-time professor at Harvard, whose other books include Must We Mean What We Say? And Pursuits of Happiness, wrote The Claim of Reason.


Answer: Stanley Cavell
C.  This philosopher is mentioned by name in the book’s subtitle, and its first part considers him along with “the concept of human knowledge.”  In the foreword, Cavell discusses his decision not to consider this thinker’s On Certainty.


Answer: Ludwig Wittgenstein
9. Name these 19th century opponents of vitalism, FTPE:

A.  This man invented the kymograph, which showed that blood circulation could be explained as a result of ordinary forces.  He also developed the technique of “perfusion,” in which organs are kept alive outside the body by having blood pumped through them.


Answer: Karl Friedrich Wilhelm Ludwig
B.  This student of Johannes Müller was an expert on electric fish, and showed that nerve impulses were accompanied by changes in electric current.


Answer: Emil Du Bois-Reymond
C.  Vitalism received its death blow from this winner of the 1907 Nobel Prize for chemistry, who showed that a catalyst he named “zymase” would cause fermentation just as well as live yeast cells.


Answer: Eduard Buchner
10. The first character to speak is Archibald Absalom Wellington, who introduces such other characters as Mr. Edgar Alas Newport News and Mrs. Felicity Trollop Pardon.  FTPE:

A.  Name this play which premiered in 1959, which ends with Virtue and Village walking toward a catafalque after a number of characters have been sent to Hell.


Answer: The Blacks or Les Nègres
B.  At the beginning of this play, the bishop warns Queen Irma that the house is going to be besieged.  It ends with numerous characters being machine-gunned offstage.


Answer: The Balcony or Le Balcon
C.  This French dramatist wrote The Blacks and The Balcony.


Answer: Jean Genet
11. If you Google the words “Romero” and “Bantu,” you discover that the word “zombie” comes from the Bantu for “a departed spirit.”  Name these zombie films, none of which was directed by George or even Chris Romero, FTPE:

A.  Bela Lugosi starred in this zombie classic of 1932.  In it, a Haitian plantation owner uses Murder Legendre’s zombie potion to pry Madeleine away from her fiancée Neil, but finds himself disappointed with her emotionless zombie self.


Answer: White Zombie
B. Marki Bey starred as the title character of this blaxploitation 1974 film.  She sells her soul to Baron Samedi in exchange for a zombie army which she deploys to gain revenge for the murder of her boyfriend.


Answer: Sugar Hill or The Zombies of Sugar Hill or Voodoo Girl
C.  This Wes Craven film stars Bill Pullman as Dennis Alan, a scientist who goes to Haiti to investigate a mysterious powder which seems to turn people into zombies.


Answer: The Serpent and the Rainbow
12. Name these highly degrading reactions from organic chemistry, FTPE.

A. This reaction uses a phenylisothiocyanate reagent to cleave the N-terminal amino acid of a peptide and convert it to a phenylthiohydantoin derivative which can be isolated.  The process can be repeated as necessary to sequence the peptide.


Answer: Edman degradation

B. This reaction involves oxidizing an aldose sugar to the corresponding aldonic acid, then decarboxylating with hydrogen peroxide and an iron salt to produce CO2 and an aldose with one fewer carbon.


Answer: Ruff-Fenton degradation

C. In this reaction, an amino acid reacts with a ketone or aldehyde in aqueous solution, and is broken down into an aldehyde, CO2, and ammonia.  It is useful if you need to undo the amino acid synthesis reaction which also bears this man’s name.


Answer: Strecker degradation

13. It opens in the breakfast room of Lady Billows’s house, where Superintendent Budd suggests that the title character be elected Loxford’s King of the May.  FTPE:

A.  Name this comic opera which premiered in 1947, in which the title character seems to be dead after his orange-blossom crown is discovered crushed by a cart.


Answer: Albert Herring
B.  This composer of Death in Venice and The Turn of the Screw also created the opera Albert Herring.


Answer: Benjamin Britten
C.  Along with Curlew River and The Prodigal Son, this is one of Britten’s parables for church performance.  After some Israelites refuse to worship Merodak, they miraculously survive a visit to the titular place. 


Answer: The Burning Fiery Furnace
14. He concluded “I have wasted my life” in one of his best-known poems, “Lying in a Hammock at William Duffy’s Farm in Pine Island, Minnesota.”  FTP each:

A.  Name this American poet, whose volumes include The Branch Will Not Break and Saint Judas.


Answer: James Wright
B.  In 1953, James Wright wrote a poem “at the birthplace” of this British poet, which notes that “Last night at Stinsford where his heart / Is buried now, the rain came down.”


Answer: Thomas Hardy
C.  In his first collection, Wright included a poem written in the persona of Erinna and addressed to this famous Greek poet, while one of his last works was a “moral poem freely accepted from” this poet.


Answer: Sappho
15. It resulted from rural Liberal party dissatisfaction over the Election of 1885, a downturn in international coffee prices, and the devaluation of the peso, and its first phase was known as “the gentleman’s war.”  FTPE:

A. Name this 1899 civil conflict that pitted merchants and plantation owners led by Generals Rafael Uribe and Benjamin Herrera against the Conservative forces of the Colombian government.


Answer: The War of a Thousand Days or Guerra de los mil dias
B. After barely losing out at Cunindamarca, the Liberal forces were scattered by General Valencia in this twelve day battle in the coffee fields of Santander of May, 1900. It was the turning point in the War of a Thousand Days.


Answer: Battle of Palonegro
C. The War of the Thousand Days left Colombia too weak to prevent the 1903 secession of this northernmost of its provinces.


Answer: Panama
16. Name these sky gods, FTPE:

A.  This mate of Papa is the Maori god of the sky.  In fact, he embraced Papa so tightly that nothing on earth could grow, forcing the other gods to pry them apart.


Answer: Rangi
B.  This Yoruba sky god is the father of Obatala and Odudua, and is said to own everything that is white.  He is also known as Ogus and Yansan.


Answer: Olorun
C. This god of boundaries was the great sky god of the Etruscans, and would later be identified with Jupiter.  Along with his wife Uni and the goddess Menrva he was a member of the central triad of the Etruscan pantheon.


Answer: Tinia
17. Name these deserts, FTPE.  By the way, they’re all in Australia.

A.  This desert in Western Australia starts at the Eighty Mile Beach and extends east into the Northern Territory.  It actually consists of salt marshes and sand dunes along the Canning Basin.


Answer: the Great Sandy Desert

B. This desert was probably first traversed by Cecil Madigan, who changed its name from the Arunta Desert in honor of a president of the Royal Geographical Society.  The Plenty River lies to its north, while Lake Eyre lies to the south of it.


Answer: the Simpson Desert

C.  This desert of Western Australia was named for a member of Ernest Giles’s expedition who got lost in it while looking for water.  The Great Sandy Desert lies to its north, while the Great Victoria Desert lies to its south.


Answer: the Gibson Desert
18. He published the novel Children of Nature when he was only 17, while he wrote about a poet who has to choose between life with the elves or life with Christians in his second novel.  FTPE:

A.  Name this author of Atomic Station, who wrote about a peasant who comes to America to become a Mormon in his last novel, Paradise Reclaimed.


Answer: Halldor Laxness
B.  This trilogy written during World War II was Laxness’s first work of historical fiction.  Its hero is the noted 18th-century collector of manuscripts Arni Magnusson, and if there’s ever been a boring novel about a collector of manuscripts I have yet to read it.


Answer: The Bell of Iceland or Iceland’s Bell or Islandsklukkan
C.  In this popular Laxness novel, a sheepfarmer named Bjartur has a tough time as his two wives die, his son leaves him, and his daughter Asta drowns.


Answer: Independent People or Sjalfstaett Folk
19. Answer the following about a Communist group,  FTPE:

A. Organized originally to fight the Japanese, after World War II it demanded an end to tenancy farming and collective ownership of farmland.  It was crushed in 1954 following the surrender of its leader Luis Taruc.


Answer: Hukbalahaps or Hukbo ng Bayan Laban sa Hapon
B. Following the war, the Hukbalahaps were declared to be a threat to this newly independent republic by its president Manuel Roxas.


Answer: the Philippines
C. Appointed secretary of defense by Roxas’s successor Elpidio Quirino, this former guerilla destroyed the power base of the Hukbalahaps by undertaking tenancy reform, procuring U.S. help and rounding up Huk leadership.


Answer: Ramón Magsaysay
20. Answer these questions about algebra, FTPE.

A. This lemma states that if a polynomial with integer coefficients can be factored into polynomials with rational coefficients, it can be factored into polynomials with integer coefficients.


Answer: Gauss's lemma

B. In fact a variation of Gauss's lemma holds for any unique factorization domain. One sufficient condition for a unique factorization domain is that a domain be this, meaning every ideal is generated by one element.


Answer: principal ideal domain or PID

C. In a principal ideal domain R, this object can be defined as the scheme of all maximal ideals. In general it is made up of all prime ideals, using the Zariski topology.


Answer: Spec R or the spectrum
21. Mary Ashwoode’s family tries to make her marry Nicholas Blarden, but she escapes their evil clutches.  FTPE:

A.  Name this “chronicle of old Dublin city,” which when it appeared in 1845 was its author’s first novel.


Answer: The Cock and Anchor
B.  The title character of this 1864 novel is the brother of Austin Ruthyn, who becomes the guardian of Austin’s daughter Maud and tries to force her to marry his idiot son Dudley.


Answer: Uncle Silas
C.  This Irish author wrote The Cock and Anchor and Uncle Silas, as well as a notable story about the vampire Carmilla.


Answer: Joseph Sheridan Le Fanu
