ACF Nationals Tossups by Dan Passner with malice towards none.
Literature

1.Though the vast majority of his writing was in Yiddish, this Lithuanian refugee’s fame lies in his English writing. At the Age of 37, he became editor of a new Yiddish language paper, The Forward. With an ultimate goal of rising above the ideological struggles, his writing style was clear and concise. This was evident in his famous “Bintel Brief.” His  English language writing, such as the short story “Gitl Learns its Not Easy Being Green,” often told of the struggles of the immigrant class and their ultimate failure to assimilate, something emphasized in his most famous work, the story of a Talmud scholar turned garment millionaire. FTP, name this author of “The Rise of David Levinsky”

Abraham Cahan
2. Early in the novel, the homosexual Claude is spurned by the protagonist, prompting a cry of “Dreyfus!” Divided into two parts, the first tells the tale of a young intellectual growing up in Paris, attending the Sorbonne, torn between his love of knowledge, his upbringing and his knowledge that most of his heroes were anti-Semites. The second part sees the man, Joseph Brill as a holocaust survivor, now the head of a Jewish Day school that attempts to blend classic knowledge with Judaism. Mixed in is a healthy dose of misogyny and a parent, Hester Lilt, worried about her child, Beulah, who is ignored by Brill and his teachers. She grows up to become a great artist, crushing Brill in, FTP, what 1984 Cynthia Ozick novel named for a relationship that Chandra Observatory captured in 2000.


The Cannibal Galaxy
3. His father, a goldsmith, killed himself less than a year after his birth. One of the “Sons of Ben,” he composed New Years anthems and was supported by the Earls of Pembroke and Newark, among others. It was the Earl of Buckingham who made him the chaplain on an expedition to the Ile de Re, and another promotion two years later drove him to pen his “Farewell unto Poetry” and his “Farewell unto Sack.” In 1648, at the age of 57, his collection, Hesperides was published, featuring nearly 1200 poems. FTP, name this never-married Cavalier poet who famously advised Virgins to gather rosebuds.
Robert Herrick
4.In the Yiddish film Tevye, Khave calls this man “Second only to Tolstoy.” Largely forgotten today, he was born Aleksei Peshkov but took a penname meaning “bitter.” His first work was a three volume set known as “Sketches and Stories,” which was heavily influnced by the illiterate peasant upbringing he documented in “My Childhood.” Friends with Tolstoy, Chekov and Twain, he once threw a hissy fit after losing a chess game to Lenin. Under Chekov’s tutelage he wrote his most famous play, “The Lower Depths,” which made him internationally know. FTP, name this author of “The Artamov Buisness” and “The Mother,” whose birth city of Nizhnii Novgorod was renamed in honor of.
Maksim Gorky (accept Aleksei Peshkov before it is mentioned)

5. The second story in the collection is set in Northern India, where the author learns of the discovery of a new variety of tiger. The third story in the collection, tells of prayers answered in the form of Johannes Grisebach, the title alchemist believes that the rose is eternal, the only thing changeable being its appearance. The first story features the authors self-doubt and the quote, “false recollections, the doubleness of symbols, the long catalogs.” Featuring “Blue Tigers, August 25, 1983 and The Paracelsus of the Rose” this is FTP, what last collection of Jorge Luis Borges that takes its title from the last story, about the brain of an Elizabethan writer.
Shakespeare’s Memory (prompt on any of the other story titles)
6. A ten year-old orphan, he was raised by his grandparents and was shy, yet independent. An academic whiz, his prowess likely comes from his ability to shirk his emotions. Showing suspiscion towards the title character, he refuses her “reckless and extravagant” gift of a silver ring. He becomes a success with railroad law, the state we meet him in at the Introduction. Ultimately, he decides to visit the tile character and her family, becoming in touch with his emotions and realizing his familiar feeling for the Cuzaks. FTP, name this undescribed narrator of “My Antonina.”
Jim Burden or James Burden (accept either first name or just Burden)

7.The title figure wears a thin black sash draped from her head to her neck. A white undergarment is discernable only through the gold button that fastens it, and her skin is a pale shade of white. She wears a brown garment that is tightened around the bosom, and her brown eyes gaze of into the distance. Behind her is a forest with a lake, with the spires of the city barely visible in the light blue of the right edge. Above her curly blonde hair rests a large grouping of juniper, a play on the woman’s name. FTP, name this 1474-76 painting that hangs in the National Gallery, a work of Leonardo Da Vinci.
Ginevra de Benci or Ginevra Benci
8. Though its density is approximately 1.2 gm/cm3, similar to that of Rhea, no one is sure of its composition. Among the hypothesis is that it is covered with water ice, and it likely lacks a notable atmosphere. Its diameter is 1,270 km, and it may be related to Charon and Titan. Discovered in 1978 by James Christy, this is FTP, what satellite, half the diameter of Pluto.


Charon

9. Rocks of this period included Granulites, greenstone belts, red chert and unoxidized iron-rich sedimentary rocks. Algal filaments dating to it have been found in western Australia and the North Pole. Also debuting in it were monera and stromatolites. Organisms from this era likely possessed metabolic systems driven by chemosynthesis, and the experiments done by Oparin and Fox and Miller and Urey were meant to simulate it. FTP, name this Precambrian stage that comes between Hadean and Proterozoic.

Archean

10. Members possess a broad, flat foot that occupies most of its ventral surface which is used for both adhesion and locomotion. They possess a periocardial chamber, which holds a two-chambered heart and use a lone pair of auricles to collect blood from the gills. Lacking a brain, it feeds by scraping algae off of rocks. Dioceious, they produce without copulation of fertilization, and range from 1-30+ cm in length FTP, name this bilaterally symmetrical class, possessing an eight-piece shell, which include Chitons.
Polyplacophora (prompt on Chitons)

1) Daughter of Aracius the Hippodrome’s bear keeper, Procopius and his ‘Secret History’ accused her of being a courtesan, dancer, and actor, practicing bestiality with a goose on stage.  She was a Monophysite, and built homes for prostitutes, shared the throne with Justinian from 527 to 547, helping him survive the Nike revolt of 532.  FTP, name the Byzantine Empress 

Answer: Empress Theodora

Answer these questions about the history of the Maldives Islands FTP.

Name this archaeologist who visited the islands in 1983, uncovering it’s pre-Islamic heritage,  patron of the Kon-Tiki Museum of Oslo, Norway.

Answer: Thor Heyderdahl

This Tangier-born historian of 14th century is said to have married the Sultan’s sister, been a judge, on his travels through the Muslim world.

Answer: Ibn Battuta

This European nation ruled the Maldive Islands from their base in Goa, under Captain Andres Andiri from 1558 to 1573.

Answer: Portugal 

2) On October 11th, attorney Carlos Manuel De Cespedes and workers at the La Demajagua sugar mill attacked a small town in the eastern part of the island unsuccessfully.  This skirmish began a ten years struggle against Spain, also known as the ‘Big War’.  The Big War is also remembered by a holiday on November 27th, in memory of eight medical students executed in 1871.  Celebrated on October 10th, this Cuban national holiday is named for this declaration and the town attacked.

Answer: Gritto De Yara

How well do you know your Democratic machine bosses? Oh, and none of them are named William Tweed.

Author of ‘Plain Talks on Very Practical Politics’ in 1905, this Tammany Hall sachem and former New York senator ‘seen his opportunities and took em.’ 

Answer: George Washington Plunkitt

This Kansas City boss nominated Harry Truman for senator in 1934, but was sent to Leavenworth for tax evasion in 1939.

Answer: Tom Pendergast 

3) According to Jewish legend, their name means ‘from father’.  Descended from Lot, residing on the east side of the Jordan river, this people related to the Ammonites were once ruled by the portly king Eglon, ancestor of Ruth.  Conquered by Assyrian king Tiglath-Pellesser, absorbed by the Nabateans, historical records of this people include the Mesha Stele, which dates from the mid ninth-century B.C.

Answer: Moab

Name these politicians associated with modern Indonesian history.

His first name Achmad, practicer of Pancasilla, as many as a quarter of a million communists of the PKI party died under his watch in 1965.

Answer: Sukarno

Also known as Aburhaman Wahid, he was respected for his political reforms and moderate view of Islam, but was impeached in 2001 for corruption, paving the way for vice-president Megawati Sukarnoputri.
Answer: Guus Dur

He said he’d rather be a pumpkin farmer or photographer, but this poet and rebel leader became East Timor’s first president in 2001.

Answer: Xanana Gusmao

4) The Russo-Turkish War and the Congress of Berlin 1878 left Bulgaria divided into two sections, an autonomous principality and Eastern Rumelia, a semi-autonomous status with an Ottoman appointed Christian governor. Prince Alexander of Battenberg pressed for reunification, causing coolness with Russia in 1883.  a rebellion broke out in Eastern Rumelia, and Russia left Bulgaria, which was attacked by Serbia’s King Milan. The Battle of Slivinitsa lead to Bulgarian reunification at the Treaty of Bucharest.  FTP, name this lesser known Balkan war.

Answer: The Serbo-Bulgarian War

Remember ‘Operation Urgent Fury?’ Let’s take a trip down memory lane and see what you know about Grenada in 1983.

This was the leader of the New Jewel movement executed in October.

Answer: Maurice Bishop

This American general was the deputy commander of forces 

Answer: Norman Schwartzkopf

1983 also saw a suicide bomber and his truck kill 240 Marines in this Middle Eastern city.

Answer: Beirut

