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1. This author continues to write “The Matchbook of Minerva,” a weekly column in one of his country’s major periodicals.  In 1966 he published his monograph on the poetry of Joyce and a summation of Finnegan’s Wake, and two years later he wrote The Absent Structure.  However, he gained worldwide acclaim for a 1980 novel that had such working titles as “Adso of Melk” and “Murder in the Abbey.”  FTP, name this leading figure in the field of semiotics, the Italian novelist of Foucault’s Pendulum and The Name of the Rose

Answer: Umberto Eco
2. The capture of Breymann Redoubt and the death of General Simon Fraser were among the occurrences in the last conflict of this larger battle.  Earlier in the campaign the eventual losers had a detachment defeated at Bennington before their march was stopped following the Battle of Freeman’s Farm.  It was part of planned pincer movement in which Barry St. Leger would advance south from Canada and then attack from the west and Howe would come north from Philadelphia.   FTP, name this 1777 victory of Horatio Gates over John Burgoyne, regarded as the turning point in the Revolutionary War.

Answer: Battle of Saratoga (prompt on “Bemis Heights” or “Freeman’s Farm”)
3. It was proposed in a letter to Peter Tait.  Leo Szilard offered the first major refutation of the theory behind it, and it was Norbert Weiner who gave it the name by which we know it.  Examples of this construct in living systems include ion channels and pumps in the nervous system of it, but the theoretical one can not function as initially proposed.  FTP, identify this thought experiment that would violate the second law of thermodynamics, a creature proposed by its namesake.

Answer: Maxwell’s Demon
4. Its authorship is sometimes attributed to Cerinthus although Dionysius of Alexandria, the most learned opponent of its authenticity, attributed it to a certain presbyter.  The author vaguely identifies himself four times and addresses himself to seven Churches in Asia Minor.  Christ’s statement that he is the “Alpha and Omega” is repeated in the first and last chapters. Chapter 12 concerns the Woman and the Dragon, Chapters 17-18 describe the Great Bablyonian Harlot and Chapters 6-7 lay out the Seven Seals.  FTP, identify this eschatological work generally attributed to the Apostle John and which predicts Armageddon.


Answer: Book of Revelation of the Apocalypse    
5. The subject of this painting was painted twice more, by Gustave Courti and Antonio de la Gandara, seven and fourteen years later, respectively.  In the original, the light source is from the right, accentuating a little jewel in the subject’s red hair and the shoulder straps on her dress.   She stands next to a table with a fan in her left hand, wearing a low cut black dress showing her pale skin.  Perhaps to shield the subject from the foreseen controversy, the artist withheld her real name, Gautreau, from the painting’s title.  FTP who is this woman, subject of an 1884 portrait by John Singer Sargent?

Answer: Madame X
6. The title character’s fate is sealed when Parson Tringham relates news of her father’s ancestry at the beginning of this novel.  Halfway through, we find that title character working at Talbothay’s, having already buried her sickly child Sorrow.  It is at Talbothay’s that she is reunited with her future husband, Angel Clare, who had glimpsed her at the beginning of this novel.  However, the marriage collapses when she reveals the secret of the illegitimate child that resulted from her rape at the hands of her cousin Alec, who she murders at the end.  FTP, name this depressing novel about the title country girl, a work by Thomas Hardy. 

Answer: Tess of the d’Urbervilles
7. Early on he gained the enmity of the senate by executing four ex-consuls, including Gaius Avidius Negrinus, for plotting against him.  As a young man he was called “Graeculus” for his Hellenic studies and he was ridiculed for his sexual relationship with the Greek youth Antinous, who was made a god upon his death by drowning.  He put down the revolt of Bar Kokhba in Jerusalem in 135 and chose his Antoninus Pius as his successor.  FTP, identify this Roman emperor who succeeded Trajan and built a namesake wall to protect Britain.


Answer: Hadrian (or Publius Aelius Traianus Hadrianus)
8. This anatomical body produces the chemical DMT, a psychedelic drug that has been linked to certain types of dreams.  Also known as the epiphysis, it is known to have a completely different function in ancient amphibians, where it acted as a light receptor in an orifice in the top of the skull, leading to it occasionally being known as the “third eye.”  In humans it regulates the circadian rhythm via the secretion of its chief product.  FTP, name this small endocrine gland that produces melatonin. 
Answer: pineal gland
9. In 1894 he studied chess players in order to see what traits would be necessary of a Grandmaster.  He blindfolded players and had them play the game from memory, though only top players were able to do this.  Early in his career he worked under Jean-Martin Charcot and became director of the one of the Sorbonne’s laboratories.  In his most famous work subjects were assessed according to whether they could do such things as follow a lit match, repeat 3 digits, and reproduce drawings.  FTP, name this French psychologist thus credited with developing the first intelligence test, and whose name became linked with Stanford in a set of standardized intelligence tests.

Answer: Alfred Binet
10. An important moment in this nation’s history was the June 16 1960 “Mueda Massacre.”  Ruled by Maoist leader Samora Machel for much of the 1970s and 1980s, in 1992 the U.N. helped end a prolonged Civil War between the resistance movement Renamo and the leading party.  Its current president, Joaquim Chissano, is a member of that party, Frelimo, which earlier had led its fight for independence from Portugal.  FTP, identify this African nation containing the Zambezi delta which is separated from Madagascar by its namesake channel and has its capital at Maputo.


Answer: Mozambique
11. His second wife, Frances Appleton, died when her dress caught fire and he wrote the sonnet “The Cross of Snow” in her honor.  He memorialized the oldest Jewish community in the U.S. with his “The Jewish Cemetery at Newport” and wrote of the “spreading chestnut tree” of Brattle Street in “The Village Blacksmith.”  He used a tale related by Nathaniel Hawthorne for his most famous poem and the historical tale of John and Priscilla Alden for another poem.  FTP, name this poet who wrote “This is the forest primeval” in beginning his long verse work of divided lovers, Evangeline.
Answer: Henry Wadsworth Longfellow
12. When it was first written, it dealt primarily with monetary compensations, or wehrgeld.  However it was Clause 6 in title 59 that became the most important part of it, particularly after it was amended by Chilperic.  It was lost until 1328, and in 1410 it was used to weaken the arguments of Henry IV of England.  Doubts about its secret repeal in 1789 in Spain fueled the Carlist agenda and Napoleon would adopt it for ascension to the Imperial Throne.  FTP, name this legal code written in the time of Clovis, whose most important portion became a rule of succession that forbade females from ascending to the throne.

Answer: Salic Law or Lex Salica
13.  They are most commonly made in completely dry conditions in which the necessary ingredients are added in a flask containing diethyl ether, and the flask is fitted with a reflux condenser and heated over a warm water bath.  They produce an inorganic “basic bromide” when reacted with water and, in a two-step process, result in carboxylic acids when reacted with carbon dioxide.  Also used to produce alcohols from carbonyls, FTP, identify these organometallic compounds produced from a haloalkane and magnesium.

Answer: Grignard reagents

14. Ross Gorman improvised the music that begins this work as a gag, but the composer liked it enough to keep it.  Commissioned by Paul Whiteman for a concert called “An Experiment in Modern Music,” it opens with the aforementioned glissando for clarinet that many classical soloists have trouble performing.   There are two orchestrations by Ferde Grofe, a later one for a full orchestra and an original for a jazz band.  FTP, name this work that melds jazz and classical styles, a popular piano concerto by George Gershwin.  


Answer: Rhapsody in Blue
15. One myth tells of his incestuous love for his daughter Vak, the personification of speech, and one aspect of his more famous consort.  Associated with and often taking the role of Prajapati, he is usually depicted as having four heads although he once had a fifth which was burned off by Shiva in anger.  In one story he is born from a lotus coming from Vishnu’s navel while in another he is born from a Golden Egg.  His mount is the swan Hamsa and his consort is usually Sarasvati.  FTP, identify this Hindu creator god and third member of the Trimurti.


Answer: Brahma
16. Among the characters in this work are the forcefully cross-dressed Commissioner of Public Safety and the foolish clown Kinesias, though, perhaps the biggest fools are the Four Policemen who appear throughout.  It is unclear whether the character of Ismenia is mute, but dialog is spoken by Lampito, Kleonike, and Myrrhine, all of whom are representatives at a meeting called by the title character.  The play ends with appearance of the handmaid Peace, whose naked form quickly results in a truce.  FTP, name this Aristophanes work in which the women of Athens withhold sexual favors to end the Peloponnesian War.

Answer: Lysistrata
17. After losing his fortune in a failed railroad venture he served as governor of the Arizona territory from 1878-1881.  At the beginning of the Civil War he commanded the Western Department based in St. Louis but was later transferred to the Shenandoah where he was defeated by Jackson’s forces at Cross Keys.  He angered Thomas Hart Benton by marrying Benton’s daughter and made his name by helping wrest California from Mexico.  FTP, name this man who, in 1856, became the Republican party’s first candidate for president and who was known as “The Pathfinder” for his exploring exploits.

Answer: John Charles Fremont
18. When traveling to Germany at the age of 19, the steamer he was on caught fire, an experience that inspired his story “A Fire at Sea.”  He wrote several plays, of which A Provincial Lady and A Month in the Country were the most successful.  However, he made his name with politically-themed novels like Rudin and On the Eve.  He left his country shortly after the release of his Sportsmen’s Sketches and resolved to stay abroad after the reviews of his 1862 novel that introduced the character of Bazarov.  FTP, identify this author who gave name to nihilism in his novel Fathers and Sons.

Answer: Ivan Sergeyevich Turgenev
19. He advanced a corpuscularian philosophy in a later work, Siris, which also advocated the medicinal use of tar-water.  His philosophical defense of Christian doctrine, Alciphron, was written during his time spent in Rhode Island waiting for funding for his proposed St. Paul’s college in Bermuda.  He developed a theory to combat the possible skeptical and atheistic tendencies of Locke’s representative realism, which he summarized as “esse est percipi,” or “to be is to be perceived.”  FTP, name this idealist philosopher and author of Three Dialogues Between Hylas and Philonous.


Answer: George Berkeley
20. The most famous person given this name was a UCLA graduate who was granted a full pardon in 1977 by Gerald Ford. She had been jailed for six years after a media outburst demanded she be put on trial upon her return to the United States thirty years before her pardon.  Using the name “Orphan Ann” while doing the program “Zero Hour,” she was only convicted on the charge that she “did speak into a microphone concerning the loss of ships.”  FTP, identify this name under which Iva Toguri was charged for treason, which American GIs gave to any English-Speaking female broadcasters of Japanese propaganda during WWII.


Answer: Tokyo Rose (prompt on “Iva Toguri”)

21. At a festival to her at the Cypriot city of Amathus a young man would pretend to go through birth pains probably because one myth holds that she died in childbirth on Cyprus.  Another myth says she was killed by Artemis for infidelity.  Having her origins as a nature goddess, she was a daughter of Pasiphae and Minos and ended up joining in “marriage” with the god Dionysus on Naxos.  FTP, identify this woman who was abandoned after she helped Theseus survive the Labyrinth and kill the Minotaur.


Answer: Ariadne
22. In her essay “A Bolter and the Invincible Summer” she admits to frequently skipping classes at convent school.  Her more recent novels, The Pickup and The House Gun, are much less political than her first work, the story collection The Soft Voice of the Serpent.  She furthered her political views in The Conservationist and July’s People.  However, it was The Burger’s Daughter that was banned in her country for its stark portrayal of an entrenched discriminatory system.  FTP, name this South African winner of the 1991 Nobel in Literature.

Answer: Nadine Gordimer
23. Until 1813 when Gregory Blaxland, William Lawson, and William Wentworth passed over it, it was a major barrier against westward colonization.  It is not in fact a single unit as it includes many chains, including the Carnarvon Range, the Blue Mountains, and the Snowy Mountains.  Containing the headwaters of rivers such as the Darling, it splits the watershed between the Murray-Darling Basin and the Pacific Ocean.  Stretching from Cape York Peninsula in Queensland to Victoria in the south, FTP, what is this mountain range in the eastern part of Australia?

Answer: Great Dividing Range
24. Notable setbacks in this long-term movement were defeats at Alarcos and Rueda. Its beginning is dated to the Battle of Cavadonga, a victory of Pelayo, a Visigothic ruler in 718 and its acceleration was helped by the collapsing of the Umayyad rulers.  Its climactic event was the 1212 Battle of Las Navas de Tolosa and it ended with the expulsion of Boabdil as ruler of Granada.  FTP what is this process in which Christian kingdoms pushed Muslim states out of Iberia?


Answer: Reconquista (prompt on “reconquest”)
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1. Answer these questions concerning a field of biology, FTP each:

A. (10) Coming from a French term, this is the branch of zoology that studies animal behavior.


Answer: ethology
B. (10) After studying the hatching of young birds, Karl Lorenz coined this phrase to describe the early, almost instinctive learning shown by geese and chickens that follow their mother almost immediately after birth.


Answer: imprinting
C. (10) Animal behaviorists often use variations of this device in their experiments.  In the original, a rat could press a lever and would learn to repeat the behavior because it is rewarded by food.


Answer: Skinner box
2. Answer these questions about a novel, FTP each:

A. It begins with Newland Archer’s attendance of a performance of Faust in New York and ends with an aged Archer turning away from a chance to be reunited with his one true love in Paris.


Answer: The Age of Innocence
B. The Age of Innocence was written by this author, whose other novels include The Custom of the Country and The House of Mirth.


Answer: Edith Wharton
C. Newland’s true love is this character, a divorced countess and cousin of Newland’s fiancée, May Welland.


Answer: Ellen Olenska (accept either name)

3. Name these Hapsburg rulers, FTP each:
A. (10) She gained the crown of Austria with the help of her father Charles VI’s Pragmatic Sanction but almost immediately had to fight Frederick the Great of Prussia for possession of Silesia in the War of Austrian Succession.


Answer: Maria Theresa
B. (10) He was the last Holy Roman Emperor and became Emperor of Austria upon the dissolution of the empire.  He also presided over the Congress of Vienna.


Answer: Francis II (or Franz I of Austria)

C. (10) Becoming the ruler of Austria and Hungary following the Revolutions of 1848, he led his country into WWI before dying in 1916.


Answer: Franz-Josef I or Francis Joseph I
4. Hope you’re familiar with some of the best films of 2004.  Name some of them, FTP each:
A. (10) Characters played by Lance Henriksen and Colin Salmon are among the casualties in this Paul W.S. Andersen film in which the marquee matchup ends in somewhat of a draw.


Answer: AVP: Alien Vs. Predator (prompt on “AVP”)
B. Simon Pegg plays the title character in this British spoof described as “A romantic comedy. With zombies.”


Answer: Shaun of the Dead
C. Brad Dourif returns as the voice of the title character in this fifth installment of a series.  Jennifer Tilly plays herself and also has a voice role in this flick.


Answer: Seed of Chucky (prompt on “Child’s Play 5”)  
5. Name these artists of the Impressionist movement, FTP each:  

A. (10) It was his painting Impression: Sunrise that named the movement.  Also notable are his series on haystacks, water lilies, and the Rouen Cathedral.  

Answer: Claude Monet
B. (10) A painter of mostly landscapes or scenes with women and children, she was a muse and favorite model for Edouard Manet until her marriage to Manet’s brother.  


Answer: Berthe Morisot
C. (10) Unlike the majority of the Impressionist artists, he is noted for his paintings of horse racing and city and theater life in Paris, particularly his numerous depictions of French dancers.  


Answer: Edgar Degas
6. Given what you have to do to form them, identify these mathematical constructions, FTP each:
A. (10) Take a line segment, divide it into thirds, and remove the middle third of it.  Now from the line segments that remain take the middle third out of them.  Repeat ad infinitum.

Answer: Cantor set
B. (10) Take a square divided into nine equal squares and remove the center square.  Now remove the middle squares of the remaining squares.  Repeat ad infinitum.

Answer: Sierpinski carpet (do not accept “Sierpinski gasket or Sierpinski sieve”)
C. Take an equilateral triangle, divide each line segment into thirds, draw an equilateral triangle with the middle segment of each line, remove the middle segment and repeat ad infinitum.

Answer: Koch snowflake or Koch star
7. Answer these questions about a Nobel Prize winner in Literature FTPE.

A. (10) This novelist of The Izu Dancer and Snow Country was the first Japanese writer to win the award.

Answer: Kawabata Yasunari

B. (10) Kawabata used his own newspaper reports from a real life event to write this novel about the final match of the titular classic Japanese game. 
Answer: The Master of Go
C. The turmoil in the lives and marriages of Shuichi and Fusako, the son and daughter of Ogata Shingo, is the focus of this Kawabata novel.


Answer: The Sound of the Moutain
8. Name these leaders of the Soviet Union, FTP each:
A. (10) He took power after the death of Stalin and was deposed after the Cuban missile crisis in 1964.

 
Answer: Nikita Khrushchev
B. (10) The successor to Khrushchev, the Soviet Union entered the Warsaw Pact and both SALT treaties under his leadership.

 
Answer: Leonid Brezhnev
C. (10) The first head of the KGB to become head of the Soviet Union, he took over after Brezhnev and saw relations with the US deteriorate when a civilian jet was shot down by Soviet fighters.

 
Answer: Yuri Andropov
9. Identify these rivers, which may have something in common, FTP each:
A. (10) This river in Southeast Asia has a disputed source, so its length is between 4350 and 4909 km.  It runs through China, Myanmar, Thailand, Laos, Cambodia and empties into its namesake delta by Ho Chi Minh City.

 Answer: Mekong River
B. (10) Originating in the Great Slave Lake it flows 4121 km to the Arctic Ocean.  It is the second largest river system in North America after the Mississippi-Missouri.

 
Answer: Mackenzie River
C. (10) Verdun is the chief French city that lies on this river, while Rotterdam is the chief Dutch city that lies on its “New” portion.


Answer: Meuse or Maas River

10. Given a list of mythical possessions, name their owner, FTP each:

A. The never miss spear Gungnir, the magical ring Draupnir, and the eight-legged horse Sleipnir.

Answer: Odin
B. A winged cap, winged sandals, and a herald’s staff known as either the kerykeion or Caduceus.


Answer: Hermes or Mercury
C. An elephant mount named Airvata and the lightning bolt known as Vajra.


Answer: Indra 

11. Name these gas laws for ten points each.

A. (10) This law says that the vapor pressure of a solute above a solution is proportional to its mole fraction in solution.

Answer: Henry’s Law
B. (10) This law relates pressure, volume, number of moles, and temperature, and it becomes more valid as the density of the gas tends towards zero.  It is represented as PV=nRT, where R is its namesake constant.

Answer: Ideal Gas Law (or Universal Gas Equation)
C. (10) It is a variation of the Ideal Gas Law that is a second order approximation of the equation of state of a gas that works even when the density of the gas is very low.


Answer: van der Waals equation

12. Answer these questions about a poet, FTP each:

A.  In “Strange Fits of Passion Have I Known” he wrote “When she I loved looked every day / Fresh as a rose in June, / I to her cottage bent my way, / Beneath an evening-moon” and praises Milton, Shakespeare, and Petrarch’s use of the titular form in his “Scorn not the Sonnet.”

Answer: William Wordsworth
B. In 1798 Wordsworth and his good friend Coleridge released this joint poetic collection, seeking to use the language of ordinary people in their poetry.

Answer: Lyrical Ballads
C. Perhaps Wordsworth’s best-known poem are his series of “Lines composed a few miles above” this structure on the banks of the Wye River.


Answer: Tintern Abbey
13. FTP, name these things about the Labor Movement in the United States:
A. (10) This group was originally a secret organization founded in Philadelphia in 1869 under the leadership of Uriah S. Stephens and continued to grow in power until trouble in 1886.


Answer: (Noble Order of) the Knights of Labor
B. (10) Occurring during a strike against the McCormick Harvesting Machine Company, this violent and infamous riot on May 4th 1886 greatly discredited the Knights of Labor.


Answer: Haymarket Square Riot
C. (10) This Union, established in 1886 under the leadership of Samuel Gompers, benefited from the decline of the Knights of Labor.  It had a very loose organization and originally focused on craftsmen rather than unskilled laborers. 


Answer: AFL or American Federation of Labor
14. Identify the following about a 2004 senate race, FTP each:
A. The senate race for this state features nutball Alan Keyes running as the GOP candidate after Jack Ryan’s troubles forced him to withdraw his candidacy.  This sets up the first match-up between two African Americans in a Senate race.


Answer: Illinois
B. This Democrat, who was a state senator from Illinois’s 13th district, is Keyes’ opponent in the Senate race.  He gave the keynote address at this year’s Democratic National Convention.

Answer: Barack Obama
C. The winner of the election will join this Democrat, who was re-elected in 2002, as a senator from Illinois.


Answer: Dick Durbin
15. Identify these composers from their works based on the Faust story, FTP each:
A. His 1857 Faust Symphony was one of two “literary” symphonies that he wrote, with the other being his 1856 Dante Symphony
Answer Franz Liszt
B. He wrote the song Gretchen at the Spinning Wheel and larger song cycles such as Die Schone Mullerin.
Answer: Franz Schubert
C. His choral work The Damnation of Faust appeared in 1846, after both his Harold in Italy and Benvenuto Cellini.
Answer: Hector Berlioz
16. Name these computer science constructs, FTP each:

A. (10) This is the only post-condition loop featured in C/C++/Java, meaning that the body of the loop is always executed at least once before the terminating condition is checked.


Answer: Do…while loop

B. (10) These are data structures that obey the First-In-First-Out rule that can be used to represent a list of commands to be executed in the order that they are added to the structure.


Answer: queue
C. (10) Some esoteric languages, like Brainf*ck, feature only this datatype. In C and C++, though, they are used to store memory locations, and the asterisk is used to determine the contents of said locations.


Answer: pointers
17. Identify these literary works that feature similarly named characters, FTP each:

A. (10) Valentine is one half of the group referred to by the title of this Shakespeare play.  Proteus is, of course, the other half.


Answer: Two Gentlemen of Verona
B. (10) Valentine Michael Smith is a child born on Mars and the legal claimant to that planet in this Robert Heinlein novel.


Answer: Stranger in a Strange Land
C. (10) Valentin de Bellegarde befriends Christopher Newman, the protagonist of this Henry James novel, but Valentin’s life ends tragically and foolishly at a duel.


Answer: The American
18. Name these American Civil War battles, FTP each:
A. (10) The bloodiest one day battle in the Civil War was this September 17, 1862 fight in which McClellan and Lee fought to a tactical draw in Maryland.  

 
Answer: Antietam or Sharpsburg
B. (10) The only major battle in which the Confederates had numerical superiority, this September 1863 battle saw Bragg defeat Rosecrans’ Union army which was saved due to the famous rearguard action of George Thomas. 


Answer: Battle of Chickamauga Creek
C. Trench warfare was adopted in the June 1864-March 1865 siege of this Confederate railroad hub in Virginia, which included the disastrous battle of the Crater and ended with the Battle of Five Forks.


Answer: Battle/Siege of Petersburg
19. Identify these characters from the Old Testament, FTP each:
A. (10) This priestess from Sidonia married king Ahab of Israel.  She met her demise when she was thrown out of a building and devoured by dogs.


Answer: Jezebel
B. (10) This Old Testament prophet is remembered for taking an unfaithful wife named Gomer at God’s command and persistently forgiving her for cheating on him.


Answer: Hosea
C. (10) This prophet was sought out to curse the tribes of Israel in the book of Numbers.  Instead he could only bless them at God’s command.  He was the ultimate cause of some extent of the tribes’ corruption and is sometimes called the Judas of the Old Testament.


Answer: Balaam
20. Name these fields of linguistics, FTP each:

A. (10) This field studies the patterns in the formation of words.


Answer: morphology
B. (10) This field studies the basic sounds of speech and how they are formed.


Answer: phonetics
C. (10) This field investigates how sounds are organized in a language.


Answer: phonology
21. Name these Nathaniel Hawthorne short stories from succinct descriptions, FTP each:
A. (10) The luckless Giovanni falls in love with the beautiful Beatrice, but she turns out to be poisonous.  


Answer: Rappaccini’s Daughter
B. (10) Mr. Hooper causes great fear in his congregation with his donning of the titular meta-symbol.  


Answer: The Minister’s Black Veil
C. (10) Robin searches for a distant cousin in 1730s New England only to find him tarred and feathered.


Answer: My Kinsman, Major Molineux
22. Answer the following about a pope, FTP each:
A. This pope had the longest pontificate in history holding the office from 1846-1878.  His rule included the pronounced of the dogma of the Immaculate Conception.


Answer: Pius IX
B. The key event in Pius IX’s pontificate was this ecumenical council convened from 1869-70 which among other things declared papal infallibility.


Answer: First Vatican Council or Vatican One
C. The declaration of the doctrine of papal infallibility was the spark for this conflict between Otto van Bismarck and the Roman Catholic Church which included the May Lays of 1873.


Answer: Kulturkampf
