UT-Dallas Questions, edited by David Levinson


Tossups





Category: World History before 1000 A.D.


1. Tossup: It was first deciphered in detail by Sir Henry Rawlinson in 1846, but it was invented by the Sumerians before 3000 BC.  Its name is taken from the Latin words for wedge and shape because each character is formed by a combination of wedge or nail shaped strokes.  For 10 points, name this early writing systems.


Answer:	 Cuneiform





Category: Mathematics/Computer Science


2. Tossup: He developed the modern notation for the decimal system, and is credited with the invention of logarithms in the early seventeenth century. Natural logarithms are sometimes referred to by a name based on his last name.  For ten points, name this Scottish mathematician.


Answer:	 John Napier





Category: American Literature


3. Tossup: Called "a great playwright who never wrote a good play", he began reading and studying plays in a tuberculosis sanatorium in 1912. Afterwards, he honed his skills writing one-act plays like "Bound East for Cardiff" before his first full-length play "Beyond the Horizon" won the 1920 Pulitzer Prize, the first of four.  For 10 points, name this American playwright who won the 1936 Nobel prize, and wrote other masterpieces such as "Anna Christie" and "Desire Under the Elms"


Answer:	 Eugene O'Neill





Category: Music


4. Tossup: This father took his six year old son on a tour of Europe which included the destinations of Munich, where his son played for the Elector of Bavaria, and Vienna, where the son played before the Empress Maria Theresa.  For ten points, name this man who is often said to be the subject of his son's dark opera Don Giovanni.


Answer:	 Leopold Mozart





Category: European History 1000 AD - 1950


5. Tossup: Traditionally, an ally of France against England, the first king to unite it was Kenneth I.  Major battles on its soil took place at Bannockburn, Flodden Field, and Culloden Moor.  For ten points, name this once-independent nation, known for sheep and whiskey.


Answer:	 Scotland





Category: Psychology/Linguistics/Cognition


6. Tossup: Early in his career during 1900, he spent a number of months observing sea birds in their natural habitat on the Dry Tortugas Islands off the Florida Keys. Upon his return to the US, he increasingly used animals in developing a replacement to the deductive or speculative psychology that was prominent at that time. For ten points, name this psychologist whose work paid attention exclusively to behavior and thus earned him the title "father of behaviorism."


Answer:	 John B. Watson





Category: Literature (English)


7. Tossup: Written by an unknown author, it tells the story of the title hero slaying a monster and its mother, and also tells of a later battle with a dragon that ends in his death and burial.  For 10 points, name this Anglo-Saxon hero whose 8th century epic poem describes his battle with Grendel. 


Answer:	 Beowulf





Category: Biology


8. Tossup:  Decapod crustaceans, of the suborder Natantia, they use their abdominal limbs to swim instead of crawling like lobsters and crabs.  Their bodies are more or less cylindrical and translucent, having five pairs of walking legs and two pairs of very long antennae.  They are mostly scavengers and are fished for food around the world.  For ten points, name these small animals that can be cooked many ways, including baking, broiling, frying, and scampi.


Answer:	 Shrimp





Category: Non-European/Non-North American History 1000 AD - 1950


9. Tossup: Composed of a massive oval stone wall surrounding a fortress and temple, it is a famous ruined city in southern Africa founded by the Shona people circa 1000 AD.  For ten points, name this city, whose was later taken as the new name for Rhodesia.


Answer:	 Zimbabwe





Category: Popular Culture/General Knowledge 


10. Tossup: This modern short story is set in a futuristic world characterized by rampant high-technology and urban decay.  Its main character suffers the unusual problem of having to remember more than he can.  Allies of this eponymous title character include a group known as Low-Tech.  For ten points, name this William Gibson story, made into a movie starring Keanu Reeves.


Answer:	 Johnny Mnemonic 





Category: Religion/Mythology


11. Tossup: Situated on the west bank, it has been occupied by Israel since the Arab-Israeli War in 1967.  According to the Bible, it also contains the cave of Machpelah where Abraham and his family are buried.  For 10 points, name this city near Jerusalem, which was once King David's capital for 7 years.


Answer:	 Hebron





Category: Geology/Physical Geography/Environment/Meteorology


12. Tossup: It is named for the French physicist who first analyzed the phenomenon mathematically and it is of considerable importance in determining prevailing winds and ocean currents and also in the analysis of the flight paths of missiles and rockets. An object moving above the earth in a generally northerly or southerly direction, and with a constant velocity relative to space, will be deflected in relation to the rotation of the earth. This deflection is clockwise in the northern hemisphere and counterclockwise in the southern hemisphere. for ten points, name this force.


Answer:	 Coriolis force (Accept: Coriolis acceleration) Gaspard de Coriolis (1792-1843)





Category: North American History 1000 AD - 1950


13. Tossup: Though only 13 years old at the time, he was taken prisoner by the British during the Revolutionary War for refusing to polish the boots of a British officer.  He later became known for his Indian fighting in Florida and his use of the spoils system.  For ten points, name this 7th president of the United States, nicknamed Old Hickory.


Answer:	 Andrew Jackson





Category: Chemistry


14. Tossup: While hydrogen was recognized as a distinct element by Cavendish in 1766,   this lightest of elements exists in three stable isotopes.  Both deuterium and tritium contain neutrons, but what name is given to the most common isotope, which consists of a single electron and a single proton.


Answer:	 Protium





Category: Economics/Business/Management


14. Tossup: [dml] This term comes ultimately from the the Czech mining town of Joachimsthal, where in 1516 a great silver strike was made.  The coin struck there, three million ounces of pure silver per year at its peak became a standard currency, just like the current term.  For ten points, what is this currency used in several countries, including Canada, Australia, and the United States?


Answer:	 The Dollar





Category: Philosophy


17. Tossup: This great German philosopher began his career as a professor of philology.  He rejected both Hegel and Christ, complaining Christianity teaches men how to die but not how to live.  For ten points, name this author of The Antichrist, Also Sprach Zarathustra, and The Will to Power.


Answer:	 Friedrich Nietzche (1844-1900)





Category: Literature not in the English Language


18. [dml] Tossup: One of the most celebrated of Mexican novelists, he was raised for much of his childhood in America. At odds with Octavio Paz over whether he is truly Mexican, he supported the Sandinistas in the Nicaraguan War.  For ten points whose historically based novels include "Christopher Unborn", "Where the Air is Clear", "The Death of Artemio Cruz", and "The Old Gringo"? 


Answer: 	Carlos Fuentes





Category: Physics/Astronomy


19. Tossup: Not nearly so myopic as his namesake, this American astronomer developed the first Galactic classification system, applying the terms elliptical, egg shaped, spiral, and irregular.  He found individual stars in the Andromada Galaxy in 1923.  For ten points name this astronomer, and his once arrant celestial namesake.


Answer:	 Edwin Hubble  (Accept Hubble Space Telescope.)





Category: Art, Architecture


20. Tossup: Though his name contains a word meaning black, this Impressionist painter never painted in that color,.  He was credited with innovations such as the use of pure, unmixed colors which later became widely adopted.  For 10 points, name this Frenchman, the painter of Girl with a Watering Can, La Grenouillere and The Swing.


Answer:	 Pierre Auguste Renoir (1841-1919)





Category: World History 1950+


21. Tossup: In April 1951, General of the Army Douglas MacArthur was relieved of his command by President Harry Truman.  For 10 points, name the man who succeeded him as commander of the United Nations forces in Korea.


Answer:	 General Matthew Ridgway





Category: Sociology/Archaeology/Anthropology/Cultural Studies


23. Tossup: It had just endured a major civil war, started when Emperor Huayna Capac divided it between his two sons, when the Spanish arrived. For ten points, name this New World empire, conquered by Pizarro.


Answer:	 the Incan Empire





Category: Geography/Demographics


24. Tossup: This was the 29th U.S. state, entering the union in 1845.  Its major ethnic groups include, German, English, Dutch, and Scandinavian, generally with an interest in farming. For ten points, name this state, in which the field of dreams was cut into a cornfield.


Answer:	 Iowa





Category: Economics/Business/Management


25. Tossup: Economic theory id full of understatements.  The technical term for these short term, high yield investments is "Bonds of less than investment grade."  Michael Milken the reputed King of these touted them as gold, but events soon revealed them to live up to their name.


Answer:	 Junk Bonds





Category: Physics/Astronomy


26. Tossup: Elementary particles are believed to be made up of quarks.  Name the fourth quark to be experimentally confirmed.


Answer:	 Charm





Category: Government/Political Science/Current History


27. Tossup: Special Agent Mike Zarbes was shot in the neck when Arthur Bremner shot this Alabama Governor who was paralyzed in 1972 assassination attempt.


Answer:	George Wallace





Category: Literature (English)


28. Tossup: Red Grant, Rosa Klebb, Darke Kerim, and Tatiana Romanova are among the colorful characters who populate the strange corridors of Istanbul in this Ian Fleming novel which was later made into a movie of the same name, starring Sean Connery


Answer:	 From Russia With Love 





�
Bonuses





Category: American Literature


1. BONUS Writers are always fond of trilogies.  You will be too if you can identify the three books in each of these two American author's trilogies.  Given the title of a trilogy and the author, you'll receive five points for each book you can name.


1.  (15)  The Snopes Trilogy by William Faulkner


Answer:	 The Hamlet, The Town, The Mansion


2.  (15)  U.S.A. by John Dos Passos


Answer:	 The 42nd Parallel, 1919, The Big Money





Category: European History 1000 AD - 1950


2. BONUS Name the following Russian leaders from a brief description for 10 points each.


1. (10) This man was elected to succeed Czar Fyodor I.  He increased the power of the monarchy and the Church of Russia, and imposed serfdom on peasants.


Answer:	 Boris Godunov


2. (10) He was provisional prime minister of Russia.  After the Bolsheviks seized power, he fled to France and later settled in the United States.


Answer:	 Aleksander Kerensky


3. (10) He worked to make Russia a major power.  He reorganized the government, military, and social classes.  He encouraged the development of trade and industry, education, and the sciences.


Answer:	 Peter The Great (Peter I)





Category: Sociology/Archaeology/Anthropology/Cultural Studies


3. BONUS As we all know the European Colonial period changed the linguistic habits of many people.Given places or countries that have adopted some European language as their official language, give that language. Five points each.


1. Guadeloupe	 		Answer:	 French


2. Burkina Faso		Answer:	 French


3. Angola			Answer:	 Portuguese


4. Cape Verde			Answer:	 Portuguese


5. Belize			Answer:	 Spanish	


6. Algeria			Answer:	 French	





Category: Popular Culture/General Knowledge 


4. BONUS Name this well known figure 30-20-10.


1. (30) He studied poetry and drama at the University of Krakow, and has published poetry and a play.


2. (20) He earned a doctorate in theology at the Catholic University of Lublin.


3. (10) In 1981, he was shot in Saint Peter's Square.


Answer:	 Pope John Paul II





Category: Geology/Physical Geography/Environment/Meteorology


5. BONUS Name the 3 types of rock for 10 points each.


1. (10) This type is formed by cooling of molten material from the earth's interior.


Answer:	 Igneous


2. (10) This type is consolidated from fragments of older rocks or lime rocks made of cemented shells


Answer:	 Sedimentary


3. (10) This type is rock that has been changed by heat and pressure.


Answer:	 Metamorphic





Category: Film, Stage 


6. BONUS You will have to spend a few moment in Tibet to answer the following questions:


1. With a penchant for Marley, speed metal, and self mutilation, his on again off again romance with Gwynith Paltrow keeps him in the news.  For ten points name the American star of Seven Years in Tibet.


Answer:	 Brad Pitt


2. Imagine if you will, the dilemma of filmmakers casting Brad Pitt in that $65 million film, only to discover that the protagonist whose memoir the story was based had not been just a simple mountain-climber, but a Nazi, not just a Nazi, but a Storm Trooper, and later an Officer with Hitler's S. S.  Well, the filmmaker's released the movie, emphasizing this man's conversion, and later Humanitarian work. Name the Nazi for twenty points.


Answer:	 Heinrich Harrer





Category: Biology


7. The brain is well protected in the skull and is surrounded, along with the spinal cord, by three membranes, called meninges.  Name each of them for 10 points each.


1. This layer conforms tightly to the brain.  Its name is Latin for "pious mother".


Answer:	 Pia Mater


2. This is the outer layer and it is actually attached to the skull.  Its name is Latin for "strong mother"


Answer:	 Dura Mater


3. This web-like layer has a space below it that holds a layer of cerebrospinal fluid.


Answer:	 Arachnoid membrane





Category: Literature not in the English Language


8. Identify the novel from a list of characters 30-20-10


1.  (30)  Azelma, Bamatabois


2.  (20)  M. Bienvenu, Thinardier


3.  (10)  Fantine, Inspector Javert, Jean Valjean


 Answer:	  Les Miserables





Category: Physics/Astronomy


9. For five points each, name the moon.


1. (5) Pluto's only moon, it has the largest size relative to its planet of any moon.


Answer:	 Charon


2. (5) This moon of Jupiter largely consists of water ice and has a smooth, highly reflective surface.


Answer:	 Europa


3. (5) This moon of Saturn is thought to be its only satellite with a significant atmosphere.


Answer:	 Titan


4. (5) This Jovian moon demonstrated significant volcanic action when the Voyager 2 space probe made its flyby.


Answer:	 Io


5. (5) Little more than a lump of dark rock, many astronomers consider this inner moon of Mars to be a captured asteroid.


Answer:	 Phobos


6. (5) This moon of Uranus was named after the queen of the fairies in Shakespeare's _A Midsummer Night's Dream_.


Answer:	 Titania 





Category: Government/Political Science/Current History


10. BONUS I'll name the assassinated, and you name their assassin for 10 points each.


1. James Garfield			Answer:	Leon Colzgocz (shol-gosh)


2. Robert F. Kennedy			Answer:	 Sirhan Sirhan


3. Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.	Answer:	James Earl Ray





Category: Religion/Mythology


11. BONUS Name this religious order 30-20-10


1. (30) It was founded in Jerusalem in 1119 by Hugh des Payens and Godfrey of St. Omer to guard the passage of religious pilgrims.


2. (20) Begun in poverty (its seal shows two knights on one horse), it developed an efficient banking system which made it wealthy and powerful.


3. (10) Its grand master and leading officers were burned at the stake by the King of France, Philip IV, and suppressed by the Pope in 1312.


Answer:	 the Knights Templar





Category: Art, Architecture


12. Answer these questions for  ten points each.


1. This series, charting the rise and fall of a civilization, includes the paintings The Savage State,  The Arcadian or Pastoral State, Consummation, Destruction, Desolation


Answer: 	The Course of Empire


2. For ten points, who painted The Course of Empire?


Answer:	Thomas Cole


3. Finally, with what art movement would you associate Thomas Cole as well as Frederic Church, Sandford Gifford, and Asher Durand?


Answer:	The Hudson River School





Category: Geography


13. BONUS Name these three corners of the Polynesian triangle on a 10-5 basis.


1. 	(10) This island chain was settled by Polynesians around 400-800 AD.  


	(5) Remnants of this old culture, such as the lei, the hula dance, and the luau survive today as tourist attractions


Answer:	 Hawaiian Islands


2. 	(10) About 10 percent of this island group are Maoris, while about 90 percent are descendants of settlers who came from Britain.  


	(5) Over 40 percent of the population live in urban areas, notably Auckland, Christchurch, and the capital, Wellington.


Answer:	 New Zealand


3. 	(10) This easternmost island of Polynesia is about 2000 miles west of Chile, which annexed the island in 1888.  


	(5) It features hundreds of colossal stone statues up to 40 feet high, carved and raised on burial platforms by a pre-Columbian culture.


Answer:	 Easter Island





14. [dml] BONUS Opera and death go together like bagels and cream cheese.  How do the following characters of  opera die?


1.	 Madama Butterfly, Norma


Answer:	Suicide


2.	Violetta Valery from La Traviata, Mimi from La Boheme


Answer:	Consumption (Tuberculosis)


3.	Marie from Wozzeck, Carmen


Answer: 	Murder





15. [dml] BONUS Identify these men who advanced medical science for ten points each


1. The father, a London wine-merchant, invented the achromatic microscope enabling the view of very small things clearly.  The son showed that when carbolic was added to town sewers of Carlisle, the cows recovered from an epidemic, and then applied his technique to surgery.  Give the common last name which has been adopted by an antiseptic.


Answer:	 Joseph Jackson Lister (son is Joseph Lister)


2. Once this Viennese doctor persuaded his students to wash their hands in chlorinated lime, mortality rates at his clinic dropped sharply, imagine that.


Answer:	 Ignaz Semmelweis


3. When studying why milk and wine goes sour, he showed that each liquid needed a special fermentation agent, which was alive and airborne, and that boiling and sealing keeps things fresh¨.  He later advanced immunization with the discovery that exposure to degraded micro-organisms creates immunity to the real thing.


Answer:	 Louis Pasteur 





Category: Philosophy


16. Identify the philosopher on a 30-20-10 basis.


1.  (30)  He was a good friend of Proust who was best man at his wedding, and included some of his theories as the basis of _Remembrance of Things Past_.


2.  (20)  He wrote Creative Evolution as well as On Laughter.


3.  (10)  He used  the term elan vital to describe the creative energy of living things.


Answer:	  Henri Bergson





Category: Psychology/Linguistics/Cognition


17. The first was the linguist author of "Language: An Introduction to the Study of Speech." who was considered the “Father of modern descriptive lingiustics”.  He developed the idea of linguistic relativity, that language shapes thinking.  The second was his colleague, who penned "Language, Thought, and Reality".  Together, they formed a famous hypothesis.  For ten points each name them, and for ten more, name them in correct order.


Answer:	 First: Edward Sapir	and Second: Benjamin Whorf





Category: Economics/Business/Management


18. Economics and Latin seem to mix it up a bit.  I'll give you the loose English translation, and you supply the Latin terms for 10 points each.


1. (10) by heads						Answer:	 Per Capita


2. (10) by the day						Answer:	 Per Diem


3. (10) control of an industry by a small number of firms	Answer:	 Oligopoly





Category: Chemistry


19. [dml] BONUS Answer these questions about gases for 10 points each.


1. It is the gas given off by calcium carbide and water, and was discovered in 1895.  It burns with a bright white light, and by 1900 was one of the dominant forms of lighting.  It declined in 1905 when the price of electricity fell and coal gas was improved.


Answer:	Acetylene


2.  This was obtained by mixing liquid hydrogen and liquid nitrogen in a ratio of 3 to 1 in a pressure vessel 200 times normal air pressure at a temperature of 600 degrees Celsius and passed it over a wire mesh of osmium which acted as a catalyst.


Answer: 	Ammonia


3. This process to obtain ammonia is the first step to create the fertilizer sodium nitrate, which is named for two German chemists.


Answer: 	Fritz Haber- Carl Bosch





Category: North American History 1000 AD - 1950


20. Some states enter the Union by pleading and begging, others are brought in kicking or screaming.  I'll describe the circumstances under which six states entered the Union, you tell me the name of each state for 10 points each.


1. (10) This state was annexed in 1898 after U.S. settlers "liberated" it in 1893.


Answer:	 Hawaii


2. (10) This state was seized from Mexico in 1846 and entered the Union in 1876.


Answer:	 Colorado


3. (10) Known as the battle born state or the silver state, it joined the union in 1864, at the height of the Civil War.


Answer:	 Nevada





Category: Literature in the English Language (not American) 


21. Given a list of Shakespeare's plays, place them in chronological order from earliest to latest according to first published NOT first performance:  The Merry Wives of Windsor,  Romeo and Juliet, The Comedy of Errors, King Lear, Titus Andronicus, A Midsummer Night's Dream.


Answer:	  Titus Andronicus (1594), Romeo and Juliet (1597), A Midsummer Night's Dream (1600), The Merry Wives of Windsor (1602), King Lear (1608),  The Comedy of Errors (1623)


Category: Music


22. They were a band who it seemed would never die, as they exhorted us to "Don't Stop Thinking About Tomorrow" in the 70s, and they reappeared in the Democratic Presidential Campaign of 1992.  Their latest reincarnation is in a 1997 45 city tour.  For five points each name this group’s five more or less permanent members, and the band which is still going strong after all these years.


Answers: Lindsey Buckingham, Stevie Nicks, John McVie, Christine McVie, Mick  Fleetwood, Fleetwood Mac





Category: Film, Stage


23. Name the director on a 30-20-10 basis


1. (30) This Dutch director is a familiar face at Cannes and is the subject of a feature in a recent Premier Magazine.


2. (20) He directed Basic Instinct, Robocop, Showgirls, and Total Recall.


3. (10) He directed the recently released Starship Troopers.


Answer:	 Paul Verhoeven





Category: Chemistry


24. Calcium is good for you and so you should have some idea of what foods are rich in calcium. Rank the following foods from lowest to highest in the amounts of calcium ( in mg) they have. Five points each and five for getting the entire list is the correct order.   The list: 1 cup of dried raisins; 1 cup of peanuts;  2 sticks of butter; 1 cup of cooked broccoli spears; and  1 cup of buttermilk cultured from skim milk.


Answer:	 2 sticks of butter (45 mg); 1 cup dried raisins (99 mg); 1 cup of peanuts (104 mg); 1 cup of cooked broccoli spears (195 mg); and 1 cup of buttermilk (298)





Category: Technology/Engineering


25. There are three ultra high-tech centers in the U.S. with a cute pseudonym.  I'll supply the pseudonym for 10 points and you name the state it is found in.


1. (10) Silicon Valley		Answer:	 California


2. (10) Silicon Prairie		Answer:	 Texas


3. (10) Route 128		Answer:	 Massachusetts





Category: Mathematics/Computer Science


26. Pencils, and paper ready.  Take the speed of light in vacuum, lets call it 300,000km/s for simplicity's sake, and divide by the last year of the current millennium.  Now add the year


Iowa became a state. and one more to arrive at the answer, which is in fact the current year.


Answer:	 300,000/2000= 150 + 1846, =1996 + 1 =1997





Category: World History before 1000 A.D.


27. There were three Punic Wars between Rome and Carthage, for ten points each, match these events with the right war.


1. (10) This Punic War began with Hannibal crossing the Alps.


Answer:	 Second Punic War


2. (10) In this Punic War, the Carthaginians were defeated at sea off the Aegadian Isles in 241 BC.


Answer:	 First Punic War


3. (10) At the end of this Punic War, Scipio Aemilianus took Carthage and razed it to the ground.


Answer:	 Third Punic War





Category: Non-European/Non-North American History 1000 AD - 1950


28. BONUS Name this Chinese revolutionary hero 30-20-10


1. (30) He received a medical degree in 1892.


2. (20) He was elected the first president of China.


3. (10) He reorganized the Kuomintang (go-ming-dong), which had been founded on his principles.


Answer:	 Sun Yat-Sen





Category: World History 1950+


29. Name this British politician 30-20-10


1. (30) He changed parties twice: from conservative to liberal and back to conservative.


2. (20) His hobbies included bricklaying and painting.


3. (10) He served twice as Prime Minister, the second time from 1951 to 1955.


Answer:	 Sir Winston Churchill





CUTS


2.  There was a Russian scientist who collected and commented on the writing of a Russian engineer, named Zasetsky, whose brain was shattered by a German bullet in WWII. Zasetsky's frontal lobe was left intact but the bullet wiped out the past, and connections to his senses: in effect words became the only manner in which he could think. Name this scientist, the author of  "The Man with a Shattered World"	.


Answer:	 A.R. Luria


Revolutionary as Freud's conception of the unconscious was, there were many who did not agree with it. One of those was Harry Stack Sullivan who regarded the unconscious as the dissociated facets of personality that are outside the person's awareness. In  creating his formulations, Sullivan worked heavily with an anthropologist who is known as the "father" of modern descriptive linguistics. Answer the following for fifteen points each.


1.


3. (5) This state was seized from the Commonwealth of Virginia during the War of Northern Aggression.


Answer:	 West Virginia


4. (5) It became a state in 1861 after a "bloody" period in the 1850's.


Answer:	 Kansas


6. (5) This state vows to "Live Free or Die" and was the first to declare independence from Great Britain.


Answer:	New Hampshire
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