
Midcontinental Melee 03 Feb 1996 
Questions by Rice University 

Toss Ups: 

1. This branch of mathematics is concerned with modeling rational 
human behavior in situations of conflict and cooperation. FTP, 
identify this area in mathematics whose founding fathers were Von 
Neumann and Morgenstern. 

Answer: GAME THEORY 

2. In 1880 he became the secretary of the National Brotherhood of 
Firemen. In 1893 he founded the American Railway Union. For 10 
Points who was this 4 time presidential candidate and leader of the 
Socialist Party of America. 

Answer: Eugene V. DEBS 

3. For 10 points, identify the economic term for a good that is 
characterized by being non-rival and non-excludable in its 
consumption. 

Answer: PURE PUBLIC GOOD (If public good is given, prompt 
for more information.) 

4. In _Ideas of Natural Law and Theory of the Heavens_, published 
in 1755, he introduced the hypothesis of a flat disc-shaped stellar 
system for the first time. For 10 points, identify this German 
philosopher better known for his _Critique of Pure Reason_. 

Immanuel Kant 
IVVV\ 

5. Smoking and drinking aren't allowed, and for 151 years, 
students have only been able to attend off-campus "foot functions." 
For 10 points, what Baptist university recently announced plans to 
end its ban on dancing? 

Baylor University 
/V\II.I\/\A 

6. Its name means "heart" in Papiamento, the local language, and 
its largest city is Willemsted. For 10 points, identify this 
largest island in the Netherlands Antilles that shares its name 
with a blue liqueur. 

Curacao 
I\NVV\IV\ 

7. Portrayed by Jessica Lange in _Sweet Success_ and by Beverly 
D'Angelo in _Coal Miner's Daughter_, her hit songs included "Crazy" 
and "I Fall to Pieces". For 10 points, name this country singer 
who died in a plane crash in 1963. 



Patsy Cline 
/VIIVVI. 

8. Bottom, Flute, Snout, Quince, Snug, and Starveling are the 
names of the Athenian tradesmen who perform _Pyramus and Thisbe_ 
in, for 10 points, what Shakespearean comedy better known for its 
main character, the mischievous Puck? 

_A Midsummer Night's Dream_ 

9. The Hyades outline its face, and the Pleiades ride on its 
shoulder. Its brightest star is Aldebaran, which gives it the 
appearance of having a red eye. For 10 points, identify this 
constellation named for the snow-white animal that Zeus disguised 
himself as in order to attract Europa. 

Taurus 
/\/VVV\A 

10. January has not been a particularly good month for former 
congresspersons from the state of Texas. Barbara Jordan was, of 
course, the first and more famous of the two persons to pass away. 
FOR TEN POINTS, name the three-time gubanatorial candidate and 
senator from 1959-1971 who died earlier this week. 

Ralph _ Yarborough_ 

11. Napoleon II had a cutlery collection made from this metal that 
was 20 times more expensive than its gold counterpart. Thus, he 
probably would not be a big fan of the the Bayer process. FOR TEN 
paiNS, name this now cheap metal, the 3rd most abundant 
element in the earth's crust, found in bauxite, and used 
extensively in aeronautics and beverage cans. 

_Aluminum_ (or Aluminium) 

12. There are differing stories on how he got his nickname of 
31-knot. For ten points, name this recently deceased Admiral who 
had the honor of having an entire class of destroyers named after 
him before his death. 

Arleigh _Burke_ 

13. Congress recently voted to make this National Monument into a 
National Park. This park is unusual in that it has two major 
sections--one in the Rincon Mountains and a smaller section in the 
Tucson Mountains. FTP, identify this attraction named for its large 
population of _Carnegiea Gigantea_. 

Ans: _Saguaro_ National Park 

14. Born in Jacksonville, Florida in 1871, this man held many 



diverse jobs--including educator, songwriter, lawyer, ambassador, 
and author. FTP, identify this African-American, known for the 
anthem _Lift Every Voice and Sing_, verses such as _God's 
Trombones_, and novels such as _Autobiography of an Ex-Colored 
Man_. 

Ans: James Weldon _Johnson_ 
(William may be accepted for Weldon) 

15. Because the recent nuclear war had rendered the Northern 
Hemisphere uninhabitable, the captain of the U.S.S. Scorpion put 
the ship under Australian command. The Australians in the meantime 
are given just months to live until the radiation from the North 
reaches them. FTP, this is the basis for Nevil Shute work? 

Ans: _On the Beach_ 

16. Although today we known mostly as a writer, this man is 
credited with developing the telecommunications satellite. FTP, 
identify this author of _Rendezvous with Rama_ and _2001: A Space 
Odyssey_. 

Ans: Arthur C. _Clarke_ 

17. Formed by the merger of Parr Town and Carleton in 1785, it was 
the first incorporated city in Canada. FTP, name this Canadian 
port, famous for the "reversing falls" on the river of the same 
name. 

Ans: _Saint John_, New Brunswick 

18. A tachistoscope is a device psychologists use to measure a 
person's reaction speed to certain stimuli. Let's check your 
reaction speed. FTP, spell tachistoscope. 

Ans: _ T-A-C-H-I-S-T-O-S-C-O-P-E_ 

19. Born in Cremona in 1567, he is considered the last great 
composer of the Renaissance. FTP, identify this musical pioneer, 
who established the opera genre with such works as _Orfeo_ and _II 
ritorno d'Ulisse in patria_. 

Ans: Claudio Giovanni Antonio _MonteverdL 

21. He is the 'B' in BCS Theory and a coinventor of ther transistor 
with Brittain and Shockley. FTP, name the famous American pioneer 
in semiconductors and superconductors. 

William _Bardeen 

22. Sacred to the Mayas and Aztecs, the winged animal also left its 
name to a monetary unit. FTP, name this colorful Central American 
bird which is also the monetary unit of Guatemala. 

23. The mottos of the towns of Spiro, OK and Grave Creek, WV are 
not "Sometimes you feel like a nut, sometimes you don't", but these 
towns are, FTP, noted forwhat type of American Indian construction? 



mounds_ 

24. In the field of metallurgy, he explained a ring mechanism for 
diffusion and the existence of vacancies in metals. FTP, name this 
American engineer who also lent his name to the breakdown diode he 
invented. 

Clarance _Zener_ 

25. The Parliament House in Canberra, Australia opened. Willa 
Cather published "Death Comes for the Archbishop." The film "The 
Jazz Singer" was released. Pavlov published "Conditioned 
Reflexes." Lizzie Borden died. Babe Ruth hit 60 home runs. FTP, 
in what year did all of these events occur? 

1927 
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Questions by Rice University 

Bonus: 

1. (30 Points) Everybody knows the Democrats and Republicans but 
how well do you know your minor parties. For 10 points, identify 
the political party led by each of the following, 

1. Ron Paul. 
2. Gus Hall 
3. John Hagelin 

LIBERTARIAN Party 
COMMUNIST Party 

NATURAL LAW Party 

2. (30 Points) Six NFL quaterbacks have passed for more than 
40,000 yards in their careers. For 5 points each, name them. 

Answer: Joe MONTANA, Warren MOON, Dan MARINO, John ELWAY, 
Fran TARKENTON, John UNITAS. 

3. (20 Points) When balancing your checking account, these terms 
are used to mean increase and increase. But in accounting they 
simply represent right and left. For 10 points each, name them. 

Answer: CREDIT and DEBIT 

4. (20 Points) How well do you know your British rock history? In 
1968 he was a blues singer in a bar in Birmingham. While there he 
was discovered by the guitarist of a band known as The Yardbirds. 
For 10 Points each, identify this singer and the guitarist who 
discovered him. 

Answer: Robert PLANT and Jimmy PAGE 

5. (25 Points) 110,000 units of this car were sold in 1956, which 
was the first car to be designed to conform to information 
collected via scientific market research. For 25 points identify 
this famous, although unpopular, automobile. 

Answer: The Ford EDSEL. 

6. 30 points 
Identify the following hockey players fro 15 points each: 

(1) This member of the Detroit Red Wings recently became the 
first defense man to record 1,000 career assists. 

Paul Coffey 
IV\IVV\A 

(2) This member of the Boston Bruins began the 1995-96 NHL 
season with 908 career assists and is poised to become the second 
defense man to reach 1,000 assists. He also scored the winning goal 
in this year's NHL All-Star Game. 



Ray Bourque 
NII\MIII\ 

7. 30 points 
Identify the playwright from his works (30-20-10): 

(1) _Prisoner of Second Avenue_ 
(2) _Last of the Red Hot Lovers_ 
(3) _The Odd Couple_ 

Neil Simon 
AI\AIV\ 

8. 25 points 
For 5 points each, identify the following elements from their Latin 
names: 

(1) hydragyrus 
(2) kalium 
(3) natrium 
(4) stannum 
(5) stibnum 

9. 30 points 

_mercury _ 
_ potassium_ 
_sodium_ 
_tin_ 
_antimony_ 

For 5 points each, identify the Cabinet department that controls 
the following: 

(1) Food Stamps _Agriculture_ 
(2) National Bureau of Standards _Commerce 
(3) Coast Guard _ Transportation_ 

(4) Immigration and Naturalization Service _Justice_ 
(5) Bureau of Indian Affairs _Interior_ 

(6) Customs _ Treasury_ 

10. 20 points 
For 5 points each, match the Horseman of the Apocalypse with the 
color of his horse, according to the Revelation of St. John. The 
Horsemen are: Death, Famine, Pestilence, and War. The colors are: 
black, white, red, and pale. 

ANSWER: Death ................ pale 
Famine ............... black 
Pestilence ........... white 
War .................. red 

11. 30 points 
Cal Ripken, Jr., was named the 1995 Sports Illustrated Sportsman of 
the Year. For 10 points each, identify these other nominees: 

(1) the only woman nominee, she led the University of 
Connecticut to an undefeated season and a national championship 

Rebecca Lobo 
IVVV\ 

(2) the only non-human nominee, this horse won 10 of 10 races 
in 1995, including the Breeder's Cup Classic 



Cigar 
/VVVV\ 

(3) the oldest nominee, he has 402 wins in 55 years as head 
football coach at Grambling University 

Eddie Robinson 
I\AIIIV\NI/\ 

12. 30 points 
On Tuesday, Magic Johnson neary recorded a triple-double in his 
return to the NBA with the Los Angeles Lakers. For 10 points each, 
answer the following questions about Magic's performance on the 
court: 

(1) How many points did he score? _19_ 
(2) How many rebounds did he have? _8_ 
(3) How many assists did he have? _10_ 

13. 30 Points 

"And God said let there be light..." Light is good, but how mauch 
do you know about the other side of light, darkness? For ten points 
each, given a line from a song about darkness, give the artist: 

1) "Hello darkness, myoid friend" 

_Simon and Garfunkel 

2) "I just need some love, so turn out the lights, and I'll be left 
in the dark, again" 

Meat LoaC 

3) "So we took turns a-starin', out windows at the darkness, till 
boredom overtook us, and he began to speak" 

Kenny _Rogers 

14. 30 Point Bonus 

Everyone remembers the challenger as the shuttle that exploded 
killing schoolteacher Christa McAullife. But how many of the other 
challeger 7 do you remember? For 5 points apiecie, name the other 
six crewmebers of that space shuttle mission: 

Ellison _Onizuka_, Greg _Jarvis_, Judy _Resnik_, Mike _Smith_, Dick 
_Scobee_, Ron _McNair_ 

15. 25 Point bonus 



In real life, he's married to PAtti Scialfa, but none of the girls 
in his songs are named Patty. For 5 points eac, given the Bruce 
Springesteen song, give the name of the Boss's girl. 

a) Born To Run 

_Wendy_ 

b) The River 

c) Thunder Road 

d) Youngstown 

e) Straight Time 

16. 30 Point Bonus 

If you are normal male college student, you probably have some 
affinity for Sandra Bullock. Wouldn't you have liked to be one of 
these guys. For 10 Points each, give a Sandra Bullock movie, give 
the man who played Sandra's love interest 

1) Speed 

Keanu _Reeves_ 

2) Two if By Sea 

Denis _Leary_ 

3) While You Were Sleeeping ... (in the end) 

Bill Pullman 

17. 30 Point Bonus 

Navy Admirals are getting themselves into all sorts of trouble 
lately. Given a desciption of an admiral's exploits, identify the 
naval officer for 10 points each. 

1) He recently lost a star and went into early retirement for a 
tryst with a junior sailor under his command 



RADM Ralph _ Tindal_ 

2) He is currently under fire for not taking appropriate action 
while at the Naval Academy when a female midshipman was chained to 
a urinal by her male classemates 

ADM Joseph _Prueher_ 

3) This CINCPAC was recently under fire for saying "For the price 
of renting the car, they could've gotten a girl", in reference to 
the rape of the 12-year-old Okinawa girl. 

ADM Richard _Macke_ (pronounced Mack-eee) 

18. 30 Point Bonus 
For all the countries there are in Africa, there aren't too many 
monarchies. Indeed, there are only three. For 10 apiece, given an 
African monarch, identify the country he rules. 

a. King Hassan II 
Ans: Kingdom of _Morocco_ 

b. King Mswati III 
Ans: Kingdom of _Swaziland_ 

c. King Letsie III 
Ans: Kingdom of _Lesotho_ 

19. 30 Point Bonus 
Given a pair of languages, identify which one has more NATIVE 
speakers. 
10 points each. 
a. Arabic and French 

Ans: _Arabic_ (186 million to 72 million) 
b. Japanese and Portuguese 

Ans: _Portuguese_ (170 million to 125 million) 
c. Spanish and English 

Ans: _Spanish_ (332 million to 322 million) 
(Source: World Almanac, 1995 edition) 

20. 25 point bonus 
As college students, you all probably have time to watch a lot of 
television. For 5 points each and 5 more for all correct, place 
these all-time top television programs in order from highest rating 
to lowest rating. The four programs are: Last Episode of M*A*S*H, 
Last Episode of Cheers, The Day After, and the Who Shot J.R. 
Episode of Dallas. 

Ans: (accept equivalents) 
Last Episode of M*A*S*H 
"Who Shot J.R.?" Dallas 

The Day After 
Last Episode of Cheers 

21. 30 Point Bonus 

(60.2% rating) 
(53.3% rating) 

(46.0% rating) 
(45.5% rating) 

30-20-10. Identify the dramatist from the list of works. 



30 point clue- _Misalliance_. _Mrs. Warren's Profession_ 
20 point clue- _Androcles and the Lion_. _Major Barbara_ 
10 point clue- _Saint Joan_. _Man and Superman_ 

Ans: George Bernard _Shaw_ 

22. 30 Point Bonus 

Given an Australian state. supply the capital. Five points each. 
a. Queensland 

Ans: _Brisbane_ 
b. Western Australia 

Ans: _Perth_ 
c. New South Wales 

Ans: _Sydney_ 
d. Tasmania 

Ans: _Hobart_ 
e. South Australia 

Ans: _Adelaide_ 
f. Victoria 

Ans: _Melbourne_ 

23. 30 Point Bonus 
Many purists objected when Crayola crayons eliminated eight colors 

from the standard box of 64 colors in favor of brighter hues such 
as vivid tangerine. cerulean and jungle green. For 5 points apiece. 
name any six of these eight colors. 

_raw umber_. _maize_. _lemon yellow_. _blue gray __ violet blue_. 
_green blue_. _orange red_. _orange yellow_ 

24. 30 Point Bonus 

In Gustav Holst's most famous work. _The Planets_. each planet 
bears a subtitle name. For example. Venus is "The Bringer of Peace" 
and Mercury is "The Winged Messenger". For 1 0 points apiece. give 
the subtitles of thesew planets. 

a) Mars 

_the Bringer of War_ 

b) Neputne 

c) Jupiter 

_the Bringer of Jollity_ 

25. 30 Point Bonus 



30-20-10. Name this famous American Statesman after 1 clue for 30 
points, clues for 20 and 3 clues for 10. 

1. He was editor of the Omaha World-Herald immediately before his 
unsuccessful campaign for president at age 36. 

2. Always known as an exceelent speaker, his most famous speech was 
in support of free silver. 

3. His fundamentalist views can be seen in the play _Inherit the 
Wind_. 

William Jennings _Bryan_ 


