Pitt B tossups


1.  An alloy of bismuth, lead, tin, and cadmium, this metal is useful because of its melting point of 70 degrees Celcius.  FTP, name this component of automatic sprinkler systems.

     -WOOD'S metal-

2.  This legendary jazz master of the flute is better known for his phenomenal technique of playing three saxophones simultaneously, an idea that came to him in a dream along with his adapted first name.  FTP, name this blind artist.

     -Rahsaan Roland KIRK-

3.  As Consul in 63 BC he added to his reputation by putting down a rebellion led by Catiline.  He sought a "concord of the orders" and attempted to analyze the Republic's problems.  FTP, name this great Roman orator.

     -Marcus Tullius CICERO-

4.  Bos Grunniens is a ruminant mammal related to cattle and sometimes known as the "Grunting Ox of Tartary."  FTP, name this roughly ox-like animal, whose shaving scum is a favorite of Stimpy.

     -YAK-

5.  FAQTP, name the niece of Henry the eighth who was queen for nine days.

     -Lady Jane GREY-

6.  The Hawkline Monster, In Watermelon Sugar, The Pill versus the Springhill Mine Disaster, and Trout Fishing in America are all works by, FTP, what contemporary American author?

     -Richard BRAUTIGAN-

7.  These 4 glands help control calcium and phosphorous metabolism in the body.  Their name may be misleading, as they are located on top of the thyroid gland but have no functional relationship it.  FTP, what are these glands called?

     -PARATHYROID glands-

8.  Mathew Brady is noted for his Civil War photographs, but FTP, can you name the first photographer to document battles, an Englishman who chronicled the Crimean War in 1855.

     -Roger FENTON-

9.  In an effort to promote peace among his Hindu and Muslim subjects, he tried unsuccessfully to create a new religion to reconciliate their beliefs.  FTP, name this great Mogul emperor, a contemporary of Queen Elizabeth I.

     -AKBAR-

10. He published the Encyclopedia of the Philosophical Sciences in 1817, and built on the ideas of Kant. FTP, name this idealist philosopher, developer of the dialectic.

     -Georg Wilhelm Friedrich HEGEL-

11.  His Diary, willed to New York University, contains more than 20 million words.  FTP, name this world's most prolific diarist.

     -Edward Robb ELLIS-

12.  Almost all of the major rivers on the Iberian peninsula flow from east to west, with one important exception.  FQTP,  name the eastward flowing river which divides Aragon from Castile.

     -EBRO-

13.  Located close to Tokyo, this chief Japanese seaport is Japan's main tourist headquarters.  FTP, name this city that suffered a terrible earthquake in 1923.

     -YOKOHAMA-

14.  A student said of him, "Under the remembered sting of his kindly lash, I have been trying to omit needless words since 1919."  In his "little book," edited by E.B. White, you would find rule 13 to be "Omit needless words."  FTP, name this co-author of The Elements of Style.

     -William STRUNK, jr.-

15.  The name's the same:  a fashionable neighborhood in southern Pittsburgh, or a popular destination for mountain climbers in New Hampshire, the highest peak in the northeastern U.S.  FTP, give the 2-word name.

     -MOUNT WASHINGTON-

16.  If there are two kinds of money in a country, the one with more intrinsic value will go out of circulation through hoarding, industry, or export, while the less valuable kind will tend to become the sole currency of the country.  FTP, what economic principle is this?

     -GRESHAM'S Law-

17.  Just a few short years ago, this 24-year old was writing UNIX-code for $6.85 an hour, but now Netscape has made him worth at least 58 million dollars.  FTP, name this boy-wonder designer of the Mosaic web browser.

     -Marc ANDREESEN-

18.  The threat of machine-gun automation on mankind and the possibility of life on other planets are among the themes explored in his surrealist paintings.  FTP, give the one-word name of this Chilean artist, made famous by a work entitled "Composition."

     -MATTA-

19.  Scientists have shown that only one of this drug's two enantiomers is actually harmful, so efforts are underway to produce a purified safe form of this sedative.  FTP, name this drug whose bad enantiomer caused horrible birth defects in the 1960's.

     -THALIDOMIDE-

20. Though most famous for his novels, this Irish writer's poetry also demonstrated his mastery of the English language. FTP name this author of the poetry collections Chamber Music and Pomes Penyeach?

     -James JOYCE-

21.  Newton's law of universal gravitation was commonly accepted but had no direct experimental proof until after his death. FTP name the scientist who provided the necessary empirical evidence in his famous experiment which also determined the mass of the earth.

     -Henry CAVENDISH-

22.  A military theorist named Douhet, from this nation, persuaded his country's armed forces that air power would play a significant role in future conflicts.  He did such a good job that, FTP, what nation became the first to use aircraft for military purposes, against the Turks in Libya in 1911.

     -ITALY-

23.  FQTP, who uttered the famous phrase, 'America is the oldest country on Earth because it was the first to reach the 20th century..."?

     -Gertrude STEIN-

25.  Hobson's, Lady's, Fielder's, Viewer's, Sophie's, People's, and "pro" can all be followed by, FAQTP, what common 1-syllable word?

     -CHOICE-

26.  Many people find it difficult to believe that the author of Planet of the Apes also wrote The Bridge over the River Kwai. FTP name this French author.

     -Pierre BOULLE-

27.  This German philosopher is noted for his philosophy of pessimism and altruism. FTP name this man, whose aphoristic style would later be used by Nietzsche.

     -Arthur SCHOPENHAUER-

28.  FAQTP, who is quoted as saying the following, a reference to Hindu scripture,  upon witnessing the detonation of the first atomic bomb- "Now I am become death, the destroyer of worlds..."?

     -Dr. Robert OPPENHEIMER-
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