Fertik tossups


1. For decades, the interest rate on US government securities has been the default "risk free" rate used by economists, but perhaps not any more. FTP, name the bond rating company that has put the US Treasury on notice for possiblt downgrading in response to a threatened government default.

A: Moody's Investors Service

2.  This disease is spread by the ameba Endamoeba histolytica, causing severe diarrhea.  Although it is most common in poor, unsanitary neighborhoods, this disease can occur anywhere.  FTP, name this disease that is usually spead by food and water contaminated by sewage.

Answer:  DYSENTERY
3. The "J", or Yahwist source for this group of writings is noted for a tendency to anthropomorphize God. From the Greek for "five" and "book," FTP, name this collection consisting of Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy.

A: PENTATEUCH
4..  Born in 1894, this choreographer was well known for her interpretation of Greek tragedy, particularly in her title role in Clytemnestra. Among her other works are Phaedra, and Archaic Hours. FTP, name this great dancer, perhaps best known for Appalachian Spring.

Answer:  Martha GRAHAM
5. For a mere $10 million, you can become a citizen here and be immune to extradition.  Needless to say, there are fears that criminals may be tempted to emmigrate to this island nation located in the Indian Ocean.  FTP, name it.

Answer:  the SEYCHELLES
6. On March 24, 1996, this country will hold its first parliamentary elections in seven years. FTP, name this nation which will elect a new National Assembly, whose current leader is desperately trying to lift severe trade sanctions imposed after its 1990 invasion of Kuwait.

A: Iraq
7.  Born in 1939, this ice hockey player was born in Point Anne, Ontario.  Scoring 604 goals in 15 seasons as left wing, he was one of the greatest scorers in National Hockey League history.  FTP, name this former Chicago Black Hawk.

A: Robert Marvin "Bobby" HULL
8. NASA is having trouble finding astronauts for duty on Mir. The difficulty lies in the cramped dimensions of, FTP, what model Soviet space capsule used to ferry personnel, the same used in a 1975 US-Soviet joint mission.

ANSWER: SOYUZ
9. A Greek chorus watches as Lenny, trapped in a loveless marriage with art dealer Amanda, seeks the mother of his adopted son, but finds out she's a hooker. FTP, name this 1995 movie, the latest Woody Allen offering.

ANSWER: MIGHTY APHRODITE
10. A belt of non-conducting material is mounted on two axles, which are then turned by a high-speed motor, producing a charge. The belt then runs through a spherical metallic electrode, where the charge is tranfered to the electrode by another brush of fine wires.  FTP, I am describing what electrostatic generator?

Answer:  VAN DE GRAAF Generator

11. President Eisenhower refered to him, along with Chief Justice Earl Warren, as "one of my two biggest mistakes." Author of the majority opinions in Texas v. Johnson and Baker v. Carr, for many years he led the Supreme Court's liberal wing. FTP, name this jurist, replaced in 1990 by David Souter.

A: William BRENNAN
12. Its satiric 1995 laureates include Nick Leeson and Robert Citron for economics and the Taiwan Parliament for peace. FTP, name this "prize" of the Annals of Improbable Research, a send up of the prestigious prizes named for the Swedish inventor of dynamite.

ANSWER: IG NOBEL Prizes

13.  Founded in 1526, this dynasty was founded by an Afghanistani conqueror. FTP, name this dynasty, whose rulers include Aurangzeb and Jahangir, which derives its name from the Indian word for Mongol.

Answer:  the MOGUL empire.

14.  In its pure form it's a greenish-black crystalline powder.  Made up of carbon, hydrogen, nitrogen, oxygen, and magnesium, FTP name this chief chemical compound in the process of photosynthesis, responsible for the green coloration of most plants.

A: CHLOROPHYLL
15. Showing Philadelphia after a plague has wiped out 99% of the world's population, this Terry Gilliam movie definitely does not show the city at its best.  FTP, name this science fiction thriller staring Bruce Willis and Brad Pit.

A: TWELVE MONKEYS
16. Founded in 1869, it at first kept its membership secret to avoid reprisals, and it's first major strike against Union Pacific Railroad was a great success, but growing national anti-union sentiment lead to a rapid decline.  FTP, name this U.S. labor movement.

Answer:  The KNIGHTS OF LABOR
17. A pioneer in abstract sculpture, his works were featured in a 1995 retrospective at the Philadelphia Museum of Art. FTP, name this sculptor of Sculpture for the Bind, Mademoiselle Pogany, and various Birds in Space.

A: Constantin BRANSUSI
18. This decision declared that no act of Congress could "deprive a person of the United States his property merely because he brought his property into a particular territory of the United States." FTP, name this infamous 1850 case, filed in Illinois by a man who claimed his residence there ended his slavery.

Answer:  DRED SCOT v. Sanford.

19. His Account of Corsica and Journal of a a Tour to the Hebrides were successes, but this writer is better known as a biographer. FTP, name this Scottish writer, whose 1791 work chronicled the life of Samuel Johnson.

Answer:  Samuel BOSWELL
20.  This British Prime Minister set the stage for the welfare state in Great Britiain.  He nationalized many industries, including coal, electricity, iron, and steel, and set up the National Health Service in 1946.  FTP, name this man who defeated Winston Churchill in 1945.

A: Clement ATLEE
21. Pencil and paper ready!  Take the number of years Odysseus wandered the Mediterranean. Subtract the number of brothers and sisters of Hades. Then multiply by the number of labors Hercules undertook.  FTP, what is the result?

A: 60 (10 - 5 x 12)

22. His first novel, Fanshawe, was unsuccessful, but then a collection of short stories gained him immediate fame. FTP, name this American author, whose works include "A Wonder-Book for Boys and Girls," The Marble Faun, and The House of Seven Gables.

A: Nathaniel HAWTHORNE
23.  This English scientist estimated that the earth was 5.48 times more dense then water was very close to the actual density. FTP, name this scientist, whose most famous discovery was that water was actually a compound, made up of hydrogen and oxygen.

A: Henry CAVENDISH
24.  The name's the same:  an industirial city in the Midlands of Englands, the second largest in Great Britain, and a industrial city in north-central Alabama, famous for its steel mills.  FTP, what's the common name?

A: BIRMINGHAM
25. This book provided the basis for the Star Trek: Deep Space Nine episodes "Homefront" and "Paradise Lost", but it's not science fiction. FTP, name this book by Charles Bailey and Fletch Knebel, which depicts an attempted military coup against a weak US President.

A: SEVEN DAYS IN MAY
26.  With the Cowboys and Steeler appearing in the Super Bowl tomorrow, this revives memories the last time these two teams met.  FTP, within one, give me the year or the SuperBowl in which the Cowboys and Steelers last met.

A: SUPERBOWL XIII or 1979.

27.  This novel opens with the brutal rape of the heroine by her supposed father, and her life soons gets worse, as she is forced to marry an abusive husband called "Mister."  FTP, name this famous novel written by Alice Walker, which was made into a movie staring Whoopi Goldberg and Oprah Winfrey.

Answer:  THE COLOR PURPLE
28. The British Navigation and Tea Acts supported this theory, which Adam Smith vociferously attacked. FTP, name this economic theory, which stressed protectionism and restrictive trade policies as a means for countries to create net inflows of precious commodities.

A: MERCANTILISM
29. Facing rising losses, Daimler-Benz is threatening to close this Amsterdam-based aerospace firm. FTP, name this company founded in 1912, which provided innovative planes to Admiral Byrd and Amelia Earhart as well as the German Luftwaffe.

A: Fokker
30.  Being tried for treason at a trial presided over by Chief Justice Marshall was an ignoble end to the political career of this man.  Although aquitted, much to President Jefferson's disgust, he was ruined politically.  FTP, name this third Vice-President of the United States.

A: Aaron BURR
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