Cornell A tossups


1. USENET nutcase Ludwig Plutonium believes himself to be this man's reincarnation.  It's said he developed the catapult, and a method of burning ships using polished shields to focus sunlight.  FTP, identify this Greek who probably shouldn't have asked a Roman soldier not to disturb his diagrams.


(ARCHIMEDES)

2. Howard Jarvis collected 1.3 million signatures and recruited Milton Freidman to support it.  Associations of teachers, public workers, and Jerry Brown opposed it.  In the end, 65% of California voters made it pass.  FTP, identify this 1978 initiative which sparked the so-called 'taxpayer's revolt.'


PROPOSITION THIRTEEN 

3. From the 1970's on, he was the largest private owner of RCA stock in the country, mostly due to his then unprecedented contract with NBC.  In the sixties he starred in a series of movies including "Five Card Stud," and the Matt Helm series of movies.  FTP, identify this singer, born Dino Paul Crocetti, who in 1989 reconciled with one-time partner Jerry Lewis.


(Dean MARTIN)

4. The artist claims it's a picture of a woman with multiple sclerosis, attempting to crawl home.  To the rest of us it looks more like a woman lying in a field of grass with a farmhouse in the background.  FTP, identify this well known painting of the model Helga by Andrew Wyeth.


CHRISTINA'S WORLD
5. Signs say yes.  Outlook not so good.  Maybe ask again. Better not tell you now. Yes Definitely.  FTP, identify the producer of these prognostications, a seemingly infallible spherical oracle produced by Tyco.


(Magic EIGHT-BALL)

6. With his brother William, and James Kirk Paulding, he wrote the periodical Salmagundi, a satirical magazine with a Federalist bias. Earlier, he used the pen name Johnathan Oldstyle. Today his most famous pen name is probably Dietrich Knickerbocker. FTP, identify this author and humorist, whose residence in Spain inspired his collection, The Legends of the Alhambra.


(Washington IRVING)

7. The vaccine for this disease was developed by Max Theiler in 1939.  It has a characteristic period called the black vomit, and the accumulation of bile pigments in the skin. Transmitted by the Aedes aegypti mosquito,  FTP, name this disease associated with Walter Reed, who proved the mosquitoes a carrier.


YELLOW FEVER
8. When he announced he'd run for the senate at a school, several sixth graders proceeded to get sick.  He's been referred to as Donald Trump's point man in Congress for his vigorous opposition to gambling on Indian reservations. FTP, identify this New Jersey Democrat running for Bill Bradley's seat.


Robert TORRICELLI
9. The name of all three's the same.  The one in the southern hemisphere flows across Argentina, emptying into the Atlantic just south of the Bahía Blanca. The one in Texas flows past Austin. The longest of the three flows supplies most of the water to Southern California.  FTP, identify this common river name.


(COLORADO River or Río COLORADO)

10. While a correspondent in Paris for the Vienna New Free Press, he was deeply affected by anti-Semitic violence in the wake of the Dreyfus case.  Two years later, he proposed a solution to anti-Semitism in his The Jewish State.  FTP, identify this writer and founder of the Zionist movement.


(Theodor HERZL)

11. Founded in 1920, its founders included Helen Keller, Eugene Debs, Jeannette Rankin, and Jane Addams. It argued against internment of Japanese-Americans in WWII, and for the rights of Nazis to march in Skokie, Illinois. FTP, name this organization, of which you may or may not be a 'card-carrying' member.


American Civil Liberties Union.

12. Book One sees the Red Cross Knight, sent to rescue the parents of Una. Other characters include Grantorto, Mercilla, and Duessa. FTP, identify this planned twelve book collection, of which only six were completed by Edmund Spenser.


(THE FAERIE QUEENE)

13. His series of books The Religions of the East, postulated that religious and philosophical ideas in Asia prevented the development of capitalism in ancient societies. FTP, identify this economic historian whose most famous work is The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism.


(Max WEBER)

14. One of the original apostles, he probably was killed by being skinned alive. The gospels disagree on his name, with John preferring Nathaniel as his name. FTP, name this saint who lent his name to a massacre almost 1500 years later.


St. BARTHOLOMEW
15. The Ottoman Turks still held the land advantage, and their fleet was quickly replenished, but this victory was important psychologically as the Holy League beat the Turks in the Gulf of Corinth.  FTP, name this 1571 battle.


(BATTLE OF LEPANTO)

16. In the body this element is found in insulin, and as a trace element in red blood cells.  Outside the body, it can be found in the minerals smithsonite, sphalerite, and calamine.  FTP, identify this element, element number 30.


(ZINC)

17. In 1643, he helped found the Illustre Theatre, and his biting satires include The Scatterbrain, and The School for Wives.  During a performance of his The Imaginary Invalid, he collapsed while playing Argan, and died. FTP, identify this master of French drama.


(MOLIERE or Jean Baptiste POQUELIN)

18. J. M. W. Turner described it as "a city of rose and white, rising out of an emerald sea against a sky of sapphire blue."  Natives of this city include Antonio Vivaldi and Giovanni Bellini. FTP, identify this Italian city home to doges and gondoliers.


(VENICE)

19. He was influenced by Smetana, evident in his nationalistic works like The Heirs of the White Mountain.  Influences on his later work included steamships and locomotives, which he became familiar with during his tenure as director of the National Conservatory of Music in New York. FTP, identify this Czech composer of the Symphony from the New World.


(Antonin DVORAK)

20. In nature, it's accomplished by bacteria, usually of the genus Rhizobium, which use the roots of legumes to form nodules.  In industry the process is accomplished by processing ammonia into a fertilizer.  FTP, give the two word term for converting an atmospheric gas into a form essential for plants.


NITROGEN FIXATION
21. It's told in flashback, as an insurance salesman makes a dying confession as to how he murdered a woman's husband, and made it look like an accident to collect the insurance.  FTP, identify this 1943 James M. Cain novel, made into a 1946 movie starring Fred MacMurray and Edward G. Robinson.


(DOUBLE INDEMNITY)

22. Three hits is a Triple Combo, Six a Brutal Combo, Eight an Awesome Combo, Eleven a King, and anything around twenty is an Ultra Combo, and is usually followed by someone being thrown off a tower.  FTP, identify this Nintendo fighting game which includes the characters of Spinal, Eyedol, and Glacius.


(KILLER INSTINCT)

23. Thor, Loki, and Thialfi went here and were defeated in contests by Fire, Thought, and Age.  One of the roots of Yggdrasill extended to here.  FTP, identify this one of the Nine Worlds of Norse Mythology, home of the giants.


(JOTUNHEIM or UTGARD)

24. His reign saw the flourishing of Pliny the Elder and Tacitus, and through campaigns against the Dacians and Parthians he expanded the Roman Empire to its greatest extent.  FTP, identify this second of the Good Emperors, who was succeeded in 117 AD by Hadrian.


(Marcus Ulpinus TRAJANus)

25. If you liked him, he was 'Uncle,' if not, he was 'God.'  He considered his greatest achievements the defense of oppressed people in the third world, the abolition of the death penalty, and helping to construct the European Union.  FTP, identify this French Socialist who died earlier this month.


François MITTERAND
26. It began with Pangaea's breakup. The Rockies, Himalayas and European Alps began to form in this period, named for the buildup of chalk during the end of the period. At the end, dinosaurs were extinct.  FTP, identify this geologic period from 136 to 65 million years ago.


(CRETACEOUS PERIOD)

27. Today they are made in two parts. One part is a strip of powdered glass, red phosphorus and glue.  The other part is a drop of antimony trisulfide and glue, at the end of a wooden rod.  Friction causes the red phosphorus to convert to white, causing ignition of the antimony trisulfide.  FTP, identify this flame creating device.


(SAFETY MATCH) 
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