
University of Virginia 
Tossups 

1) Prior to the 1809 publication of his most famous work, this Frenchman had each year ince 1797 published 
_ Annuaire Meterologique -' which was an unsuccessful attempt at predicting the weather of the coming year. Thus 
his rival Cuvier saw to it that this man's _ Philo sophie Zoologique _ was largely ignored. FTP name this biologist, 
famous for his theory of the inheritance of acquired characteristiques. 
A: Jean-Baptiste _Lamarck_ 

2) All that is known about him is that he was born at Chaeronea in 46 CE, visited Rome and Athens, and that he 
spent the rest of his life as a priest of the Delphic Oracle. Only two of his works survive--the _Moralia-, a book of 
essays, and the work for which he is best remembered today. _Coriolanus -' _Antony and Cleopatra -' and _Julius 
Caesar_ were all based on, FtP, the _Parallel Lives_ of what Greek biographer? 
A: Plutarch 

3) He is sent away at sixteen by his mother, and ends up on a Greek island when his ship is wrecked. After falling in 
love with Haidee, the girl who cares for him, he is captured by Lambro, the girl's father, and sold into slavery to 
Gulbeyaas, the sultana of Constantinople. Falling in love with Dudu, a harem girl, he escapes to Russia, where he 
attracts the attention of the Empress Catherine. FTP, this is the plot of what poem in octava rima, sixteen cantos of 
which were completed at the time of Byron's death in 1824? 
A: _Don Juan _ (JOO-on) 

4) Near the end of his life, he fled to Persia, where Artaxerxes awarded him the kingdom of Magnesia. But before 
the Athenians turned against him, he was one of their greatest generals, directing the rebuilding of the city's walls and 
erecting the walled road to the port at Piraeus. FTP, name this statesman, who tricked Xerxes into attacking the 
Greeks int he Bay of Salamis, where the more maneuverable Grek triremes secured a decisive victory. 
A: _ Themistocles_ 

5) It held eleven national congresses in the United States before 1872, when it became a secret society. Founded in 
New York in 1857, it took its name from Fionn MacCurnhail, the great hero of Irish legend. FTP, name this 
organization, which attempted two invasions of Canada as a prelude to securing the independence of Ireland. 
A: _Fenian Brotherhood_ 

6) In the west, the Medobory-Toltry limestone ridges border the Prut river; in the north, the Bel-tsy Steppe lies at the 
base of the Kodry Hills, which reach their highest point at Mount Balaneshty. It declared independence from the 
Soviet union in 1991, and joined the Commonwelath oflndependent States despite pressure from separatist Gagauz 
and Dnestr minorities. FTP, name this republic, bordered by Romania and Ukraine, whose capital is Kishinev. 
A: Moldova 

7) Lawrence Sterne began publishing _Tristram Shandy -' William Hogarth painted _Shrimp Girl-, _Candide_ 
appeared in its original form, and Robert Bums and William Pitt the Younger were born in, FTP, what year which 
also saw General Wolfe capture Quebec at the Plans of Abraham and the death of George Friedrich Handel? 
A: 1759 - -

8) Disbanded in 1991, it was replaced by the Organization for International Economic Cooperation. Founded in 
1949, its ten member states included Vietnam, Mongolia, Cuba and Poland, though it was dominated by the Soviet 
Union. FTP, name this body, created by Stalin to provide economic integration of the Eastern bloc to counterbalance 
the power of the European Community. 
A: _COMECON_ (Council for Mutual Economic Assistance) 

9) The 1067 fragments are divided into four sections: European Nihilism, Criticism of the Highest Values, Principles 
of a New Evaluation, and Discipline and Breeding. It was put together by Elisabeth Forster, the philosopher's sister, 
after he went insane, and consists largely of unpolished aphorisms. FTP identifY this work, first published in 1901, 
that is collated from five years of Friedrich Nietzsche's notebooks. 
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A: The Will to Power - -

10) Whitey Herzog called him "the best-fielding right-handed first baseman since Gil Hodges." Born in Caracas, he 
was signed as a free agent by Felipe Alou in 1.979; six years later, he was the American Association Rookie of the 
Year, hitting 27 home runs of Indianapolis. FTP, name this former Montreal Expo, who was picked up as a 
reclamation project by the Colorado Rockies and went on to win the batting title in 1993, earning this "big cat" a trip 
to the All-Star Game. 
A: Andres _ Galarraga_ 

II) Nina Leeds hates her father, holding him responsible for not allowing her to sleep with her fiance before he was 
killed in WWl. She marries Sam Evans, but aborts his child; instead, she has an affair with Dr Darrell and pretends 
that his baby is Evans's. FTP, name this play in nine acts, shocking in its early use of stream of consciousness, which 
won Eugene O'Neill his third Pulitzer Prize in 1928. 
A: _Strange Interlude_ 

12) It was described at the time by John Gower in his _Vox Clamantis-, and was later the subject ofa dramatiac 
poem by Robert Southey. The peasants of Kent and Essex demanded abolition of serfdom and the poll tax, as well as 
an end to restrictions on free trade. FTP, name this 1381 uprising, which ended with its leader being killed by the 
Lord Mayor of London, and Parliament revoking the concessions Richard II had made to the rebels. 
A: _Tyler's Rebel\ion_ (prompt on "Peasant's Revolt") 

13) In the final years of his life, he dreamed ofa great "Mystery" that he would perform in an Indian temple, which 
would be the summation of human history; he rejoiced at the outbreak ofWWI, believing it to be the final cataclysm 
that would purifY the world for his work. Outraged at the favors accorded Rachmaninoff. he left the Moscow 
Conservatory, living as a pianist and gaining fame with his Divine Poem, Poem of Ecstasy, and Prometheus 
symphonies. FTP, identifY this composer, who is best known for his demanding piano works, including 85 preludes, 
24 etudes, and 10 sonatas. 
A: Alexander Scriabin 

14) Born around 1489, he developed an artistic style which anticipated the Baroque. He devoted five years to 
painting _The Assumption of the Virgin_ on the dome of Parma cathedral before gaining the patronage of the Duke 
of Mantua, Federico Gonzaga. FTP, identifY this Italian artist, born Antonio Allegri, whose masterpiece is _Jupiter 
and 10 . 
A: _Correggio_ 

15) In 1949, Chalmers Sherwin showed that its existence would satisfY the conservation of momentum and energy 
for beta decay reactions; however, its existence was not proven until 1956, when a high flux reactor at Savannah 
River detected its signature. Proposed in a letter to Lise Meitner and Hans Geiger in 1930, it was predicted to be a 
chargeless, massless particle which could penetrate matter easily. FTP, name this fundamental. particle, originally 
suggested by Wolfgang Pauli, which Enrico Fermi named "little neutral one" in Italian. 
A: neutrino 

16) Despite being prosecuted by Edmund Burke, whose _On the Nabob of Arcot's Private Debts_attempted to make 
him the scapegoat for the failure of the East India Company, he was acquitted of all wrongdoing in 1795. He had 
been impeached in 1788 for deposing the zamindar of Ben ares and seizing the treasure of the begum ofOudh. FTP, 
name this British adminstrator, who arrived in Calcutta in 1740, rising from a member of the Calcutta council to the 
positions of governor of Bengal and governor general of India. 
A: Warren _Hastings_ 

17) After the central character, a wealthy businessman, moves to Boston, he builds himself a mansion on Beacon 
Hill. Subplots include his wife's inability to control his daughter, her marriage to Tom Corey, and their flight to 
Mexico. FTP, name this novel which depicts the moral awakening of the title character and is considered to be 
William Dean Howell's best work. 
A: _The Rise of Silas Lapham_ 

uva2 



18) According to one legend, he was created from one of Vishnu's black hairs, plucked off in response to Brahnla's 
prayers to be saved from the ravages ofKamsa, the demon king of Mathura. Another legend has it that he was a 
nephew ofKamsa who was to be killed after it was prophecized that he would kill his uncle; smuggled away, he grew 
up among shepherds and became King of the Yadavas after slaying Kamsa. FTP, name this Hindu deity, the eighth 
avatar of Vishnu, who appears as a charioteer to advise Arjuna in the _ Bhagavad-Gita_. 
A: _Krishna_ 

19) Three species are known to have existed. The large, herbivorous robustus and boisei species went extinct about 
a million years ago, while one of the smaller afarensis fonns gave rise to modem hominids. Footprints discovered in 
Tanzania show that they could walk upright, but had very short legs, making it difficult for them to do so. FTP, name 
this group offossils which appeared 4 million years ago, the "southern apes" of which Lucy is the best-known 
example. 
A: _Australopithecus_ (or the _Australopithecines--> 

20) It is a mixture of parenchyma, sclerenchyma, sieve-tube elements, and conducting cells. The sieve-tube elements 
contain fluid and are lined with a rind of cytoplasm; they join at sieve plates, where pores let fluid pass from cell to 
cell. FTP, identify this complex tissue system, which transports water and sugars through the plant body. 
A: --'phloem_ 

21) She entered politics as parliamentarian of the Texas House of Representatives, eventually writing a textbook on 
parliamentary law entitled _Mr Chainnan_. After marrying the publisher of the _Houston Post_, she was asked to 
develop plans for a woman Anny unit; she went on to organize the recruitment and training of the Woman's Anny 
Corps. FTP, name this woman, who served in the Eisenhower cabinet as the first secretary of health, education, and 
welfare, who died last August at the age of90. 
A: Oveta Culp _Hobby_ 

22) Among its working titles were _Negro Book_ and _Pagan Book_. Even now the chronology of its creation is 
uncertain, although it is assumed that certain of its chapters, such as "Bad Blood" and "Deliria," were written before 
its author's journey to Brussels in July 1873 and the subsequent violent scandal with Paul Verlaine. FTP, name his 
key work of Arthur Rimbaud, his first published book of poems in prose. 
A: _ Une Saison en enfer _ or _A Season in Hell_ 

23: Though they were inseparable, these brothers fought constantly, and once one tried to strangle the other, which 
would have been the death of them both. They married the sisters Sarah and Adelaide Yates and eventually fathered 
a total of 11 children despite the inconvenience (among many others imaginable) of the sisters' living in different 
houses three miles apart. They died within hours of each other and were buried together. FTP, name these brothers, 
P.T. Barnum's celebrated Siamese twins. 
A: _ Chang_ and _ Eng __ Bunker _ (accept either first or last names) 

24) It is the only surviving Greek tragedy which deals with recent historical events instead of myths. Written in 472 
BCE, it is notable for the portrait of Atossa, Xerxes's mother, and the sympathetic treatment given to the defeated 
soldiers. FTP, name this work, which relates the return of Xerxes to Susa after his defeat, written by Aeschylus after 
his return from the war. 
A: The Persians - -

25) The Angevins were supported by the Pope, the Guelphs, and Philip II, while the Ghilbellines helped the 
Aragonese. After James II ascended to the throne, he ended the conflict with the Treaty of Anagni . FTP, name this 
war, which began with a revolt against Chalres of Anjoy in 1282, and ended with the cession of Sicily to the 
Angevins. 
A: War of the _Sicilian Vespers_ 
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University of Virginia 
Bonuses 

1. Given works, name the painter, on a 10-"5 basis. Hint: they all died in 1944. 
i) (10) Affirmed Pink; (5) Black Lines 

Wassily _ KandinskL 
ii) (10) Yellow and Blue; (5) Broadway Boogie-Woogie 

Piet Mondrian - -
iii) (10) Marat's Death; (5) The Scream 

Edvard Munch - -

2) How 'bout some obscure Roman deities? 
i) god ofthe seasons and vegetables 
ii) goddess offertility and wife of Saturn 
iii) generic gods of the house and the state 

Identify the following for 10 pts each. 
_ Verturnnus_ 
_Ops_ 

Lares - -

3) Name the parliaments of the following Scandinavian countries for 10 pts each: 
i) Norway _Storting_ 
ii) Sweden _Riksdag_ 
iii) Finland Eduskunta_ 

4) For 10 points each, answer the following questions about Vanuatu. 
i) what is its capital city? 
ii) within 5 years, in what year did it gain independence? 
iii) Vanuatu is located in what island group? 

_Port Vila_ 
1980 (accept 1975-85) 
_Solomon_Islands 

5) Identify the following important names of the 3rd century for the stated number of points. 
i) (5 pts) He divided the Roman empire into east and west. _Diocletian_ 
ii) (10 pts) This Chinese dynasty ended in 220. _Han_ 
iii) (15 pts) This dynasty began in 224 in Persia. Sassanid 

6) 30-20-10 name the year. 
(30) Nobel first produces dynamite and the South African diamond fields are discovered. 
(20) The Dominion of Canada is established; _Das Kapital_ is published. 
(10) The U.S. purchases Alaska; dual monarchy is established in Austria-Hungary. 
A: 1867 

7) Identify these likely impact-freshman college basketball players For 10 points each. 
i) _College Sports_magazine picks this Georgia TEh recruit as the nation's top rt!f~t. . 

Stephen _Makeway_ - {y\ ()J\ f2JW \J.-\~ 
ii) Kentucky won a tough recruiting battle for this powe orward from powerhouse Oak Hill. 

Ron Mercer - -
iii) This UNC forward rounds out the _College Sports_ top 3. 

Vince Carter - -

8) Given the name ofa character from Jack Kerouac's _On the Road-, name the real person on whom he is based for 
the stated number of points. 
i) (5 pts) Sal Paradise 
ii) (10 pts) Carlo Marx 
iii) (15 pts) Dean Moriarty 

9) 30-20-10 name this literary work. 

Jack _ Kerouac_ 
Allen _ Ginsberg_ 
Neal _ CassadL 

(30) Characters include Harriet Smith, Robert Martin, Mr Elton, Jane Fairfax, and Mr Knightly. 
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(20) This novel examines the theme of self-delusion and notions of class and decorum in English society by related 
the story of an upperclass woman who tries her hand, largely unsuccessfully, at being a matchmaker. 
(10) The recent movie _Clueless_is based on this Jane Austen novel. 
A: Emma - -

10) Given works co-authored by George S. Kaufinan, name his collaborator for the stated number of points. 
i) (5 pts) _You Can't Take it With You_ Moss _Hart_ 
ii) (5 pts) _June Moon_ Ring _Lardner_ 
iii) (10 pts) _Dinner at Eight-, _Stage Door_ Edna ]erber_ 
iv) (10 pts) _Du\cL, _Beggar on Horseback_ Marc _ConnellL 

11) Given a working title of a famous literary work, give its final title For 10 points each or for 5 if you need the 
author. 
i) (10) _The High-bouncing Lover_; (5) F. Scott Fitzgerald 

_The Great Gatsby_ 
ii) (10) _Sister Maggie_; (5) George Eliot 

The Mill on the Floss - -
iii) (10) _Laetitia_; (5) D.H. Lawrence 

The White Peacock - -

12) IdentifY the following concerning Supercontinents! for the stated number of points. 
i) (10) Originally, Pangaea was the only continent. Obviously, there was also one ocean. Name it. 

Panthalassa - -
ii) (10) Later, this gulf divided Pangaea into two land masses. 

_Tethys_ 
iii) FFPE, name the two land masses that Tethys divided Pangaea into. 

_Laurasia_and _Gondwana Jand 

13) Answer the following questions about Napoleon Bonaparte for the stated number of points. 
i) First, for 5 points each, name his two wives. 

_Josephine_ de Beauharnais and _Marie-Louise_ of Austria 
ii) For 10 points, which Russian general did Napoleon defeat at Borodino? 

_Kutuzov_ 
iii) For 10 points, name Napoleon's house in the suburbs of Paris which he gave to Josephine after their divorced, so 
named because it was built on the site of a former leper colony. 

_ Malmaison_ 

14) Given a symbol, name the physical constant For 10 points each. 
i) mu naught yermeability of vacuum_ (or free space) 
ii) epsilon naught yermittivity of vacuum_ (or free space) 
iii) mu sub b _Bohr magneton_ 

IS) Name the directors of the following films on a 10-5 basis. 
i) (10) _Henry and June_; (5) _The Right Stutf_ 
Philip _ Kaufinan_ 
ii) (10) _Mississippi Burning_; (5) _The Commitments_ 
Alan Parker - -
iii) (10) _Bonjour Tristesse_; (5) _Exodus_ 
Otto _ Preminger _ 

16) Answer the following questions about population genetics for the stated number of points. You may need 
pen( cil) and paper. . 
i) (5 pts) In a locus of two alleles, assuming Hardy-Weinberg equilibrium and allele frequencies of 0.5, what is the 
expected genotype frequency for heterozygotes? _50%_ 
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ii) (10 pts) What name is given to the condition whereby heterozygotes have a higher relative fitness than either 
homozygote? _heterozygous advantage_ 
iii) (15 pts) If two sub-populations are conflated as one, the frequency ofheterozygotes may be lower than that 
predicted by Hardy-Weinberg. What is this effect called? _ Wahlud effect_ 

17) Identify the following composers from operas they wrote for the stated number of points. 
better known for non-operatic works. 
i) (5 pts) _Eugene Onegin_ 
ii) (10 pts) _The Spanish Hour_ 
iii) (15 pts) _Manru_ 

Pyotr _ T chaikovsky _ 
Maurice Ravel - -
Ignaz _ Paderewski_ 

Note: they are all 

18) Given the chemical composition ofa mineral to be found on the Mohs scale, identify it For 10 pointsE. 
i) CaS04 (dot) 2H20 .-8YPsum_ 
ii) Si02 _quartz_ 
iii) Mg3Si4010(OH)2 talc 

19) Name these medieval French poets from clues for the stated number of points. 
i) (5) He was a rowdy student and once killed a priest, but his reputation as France's greatest medieval poet is based 
more upon poetic works such as _ Le Testament_. 

Francois _ Villon_ (vee-YON) 
ii) (10) She wrote much love poetry celebrating chastity and wifehood, but is probably better known as the author of 
_The Book of the City of Ladies_. 

Christine (or Christina) de ]isan_ 
iii) (15) With Eustache Deschamps (day-SHAHM) and Jean Froissart (frwah-SAR) he led the movement to establish 
the fixed forms of medieval lyric poetry. He composed the music for his own poetry and also wrote the _Mass for 
Four Voices-, the earliest known polyphonic mass by a single composer. 

Guillaume de _Machaut_ (rna-SHOW) 

20) Sure, Australian geography has been done to death. We don't care. Answer the following for 5 points each: 
i) The Tropic of Capricorn passes through three Australian provinces. Name them. 

_Western Australia_, _Northern Territory_, _Queensland_ 
ii) Name the capitals of any three of the remaining four Australian provinces. 

_Sydney -,_Adelaide _, _Hobart _, _Melbourne_ 

21) Identify the following pre-Norman conquest kings of England for the stated number of points. 
i) (5) This younger son of Ethelred II ruled from 1042-1060. 

Edward the Confessor - -
ii) (10) This fourth son of Ethelwulf defeated the Danes and ruled from 871-899. 

Alfred the Great - -
iii) (15) This glorious king of Mercia and Wessex, Alfred's grandson, ruled from 924-939. 

Athelstan - -

22) Identify the following phylum divisions of fungi For 10 points each. 
i) They include pilobolus, the dung fungus, and Rhizopus, black bread mold. 

_Zygomycetes _ 
ii) Yeasts, truffles, morels, and the fungus causing Dutch elm disease are in this division. 

_Ascomycetes _ 
iii) These imperfect fungi produce penicillin and cause ringworm and athlete's foot. 

_ Deuteromycetes_ 

23) For 10 points each identify the three positions in increasing otder of importance that came between tribune and 
consul in the Roman cursus honorarum. 
A: _ quaestor, aedile, praetor_ 
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24) Identify the following endangered North American birds for the stated number of points. 
i) (5) This fast-flying predator may soon be removed from the list. 

yeregrine falcon_ 
ii) (10) This shorebird, once believed extinct, has recently been sighted in Alaska, the Midwest, and South America. 

Eskimo curlew - -
iii) (15) This tiny yellow songbird of Southeastern swamps is almost certainly extinct. It made a briefcameo 
appearance in the comic strip _ Doonesbury _. 

Bachman's warbler - -

uva 7 . 




