
Questions by TOMSTRONG for Sr. Bowl, February 18, 1995 

1. In 1938, the physicist Hans Bethe first described the thermonuclear process whereby the hotter 
stars derive their energy. According to Bethe, four hydrogen nuclei are fused into one helium nucleus 
through the catalyzing action of one particular element. For 10 points--identify this common element 
which has given its name to Bethe's cycle, number six on the Periodic Table. 

Answer: Carbon 

2. The ancient Egyptians used it as a substitute for human sacrifice. Medieval monks used it as a 
somewhat bizarre substitute for sex. Hippocrates thought that it restored the balance of the four 
humours, so it became the equivalent of "Take two aspirin and call me in the morning." Its most 
famous victims are King Charles II of England and George Washington. For 10 points--identify this 
medical malpractice which could be carried out by cupping, lancing, and leeches. 

Answer: Bloodletting 

3. When the Hebrews fled a famine in Canaan, they were invited by Joseph into Egypt. Joseph's rise to 
power in Egypt and the hospitable reception granted the Hebrews is attributed to the presence of THIS 
Semitic group, who conquered Egypt about 1720 B.C. For 10 points--name this mysterious people 
whose name translates as "shepherd kings." 

Answer: Hyksos 

4. The composer himself described this piece of music as follows in 1896: "First movement: Sunrise. 
Man feels the power of God. Andante religioso. But man still longs. He plunges with passion (second 
movement) and finds no peace. He turns toward science and tries in vain to solve life's problems in a 
fugue (third movement). Then he becomes an individual and his soul soars upward." For 10 points-
identify this Richard Strauss work which, in 1968, became identified with bone-wielding primates. 

Answer: Also sprach Zarathustra or Thus spake Zarathustra 

5. It ends: "I have but one passion, one for seeing the light, in the name of humanity which has so 
suffered and which is entitled to happiness. My fiery protest is but the cry of my soul. Let me be 
brought then before a criminal court and let the investigatio(l be conducted in the light of the day. I am 
waiting." The date was January 13, 189S. The place was the front page of Le Figaro newspaper. For 
10 points--give the title of this protest by Emile Zola. 

Answer: J'Accuse 

6. He was the son of a priestess and an unknown father. In his youth he was the cupbearer to the king 
of Kish. Later, he overthrew his master and conquered the cities of Uruk, Ur, and Lagash. This made 
him lord of Sumer. Around 2300 B.C., he extended his rule north into modern Syria, creating the 
Akkadian state. For 10 points--name this Mesopotamian ruler, who shares his name with a much later 
king of Assyria. 

Answer: Sargon I 

7. A pit containing 107,000 of them was found at Anyang, and smaller finds have been made 
elsewhere. Usually consisting of the scapula of a sheep on which a priest has inscribed a question, the 
diviner would place it in a fire and interpret the resulting cracks as the gods' answer. For 10 points-
what name is given to these extremely important sources for Shang history. 

Answer: Oracle bones 

8. In the foreground a body is being lowered into place by St. Stephen and St. Augustine, who by legend 
appeared miraculously to assist at this event in 1323. Attendants are ranged in the foreground, as if 
on a ledge not quite visible to the observer; their slender hands and elegantly attenuated features are 
witness to their aristocratic lineage. Above them a heavenly vision unfolds. The painting was 
commissioned in 1586 by the parish church of Santo Tome in Toledo, Spain to memorialize Gonzalo de 
Ruiz. Sixteen feet high and twelve feet wide, it is today considered EI Greco's masterpiece. For 10 
points--name this painting or the noble figure who is being laid to rest. 

The Burial of the Count of Orgaz 



9. No one knows how or why this sport originated, but it appears in 16th-century writings and one 
practitioner is said to be Henry VIII. The object is to get the projectile to come to rest like a minute 
hand at 12 o'clock, pointing dead ahead of the thrower. For 10 points--identify this sport commonly 
seen at gatherings of Scottish Highlanders. 

Tossing the Caber 

10. As a senior at Amherst in 1879 he paid 25 cents to hear Ralph Waldo Emerson deliver a speech 
titled "On the Tercentenary of Shakespeare's Birth." He took to heart this tribute to the Bard and six 
years later paid $1 .25 for a collected edition of Shakespeare's works. In 1889, for $107, payable in 
installments, he bought a copy of the Fourth Folio. This was his first rarity and the beginning of a 
collection that he would leave to the trustees of Amherst College. In 1930 the cornerstone a new 
building to house his collection was laid in Washington, D.C. For 10 points--name this collector whose 
library is a major center of Shakespeareana. 

Henry Clay Folger 

11. The island was small , measuring only 26 miles wide and 14 miles long, with an excellent harbor. 
It had been the site of a Hindu-Buddhist walled city whose Sanskrit name means "City of the Lion or 
Holy City of the Lord Vishnu." A British colony since 1819, it proclaimed itself a republic in 1965. 
For 10 points--name this state, founded by Sir Thomas Raffles, where the sale of chewing gum was 
prohibited in 1992. 

Singapore 

12. When this play opened in New York in 1922, it was universally panned. Drama critic Peter 
Benchley called it "something awful." But it proved to be a smash hit and ran for the next five years, 
prompting Benchley to write "People laugh at this every night, which explains why democracy can 
never be a success." It is the story of an Jewish boy and an Irish girl who fall in love. For 10 points-
name this long-running play by Annie Nichols. 

Abie's Irish Rose 

13. A popular delicacy, it was once thought to be an aphrodisiac. It is unique for its ability to alter the 
sense of taste-oat least temporarily. Exposure of the tongue to its extract makes water taste as 
sweet as two teaspoons of sucrose in six ounces of water. The town of Castroville, California has lined 
its streets with huge plastic replicas of this plant with the scientific name Cynara scolymus. For 10 
points--name this plant whose tastiest part is its "heart." 

Artichoke . , . ,.. 

14. A gifted painter, she once said "I have often thought that I am the cleverest woman who ever lived 
and that others cannot compare with me." She is sometimes known in the West as the Old Buddha. Her 
biggest blunder was supporting the Boxer Rebellion. For 10 points--name this concubine of Emperor 1-
chu, also called the dowager empress, who died in 1908. 

Tz'u-hsi (accept Hsiao-ch'in) 

15. He was a surveyor and land agent at Galveston in 1847 when he heard of the starvation of the 
Donner party. He was stirred to invent a way of making food more portable. He spent years developing 
a "meat biscuit" and trying to get the U.S. Army to accept it. Then, in 1851, while he was returning 
from the London Great Exhibition, he heard the cries of immigrant babies who could not get milk from 
the seasick cows in the ship's hold. Using a vacuum pan from a Shaker colony in New York he invented 
his condensed milk. For 10 points--name this innovator after who founded a major American food 
company. 

Gail Borden 

16. It was NOT the Titanic but it WAS billed as one of the safest ships afloat. It was NOT the 
Hindenburg, but it DID burst into flames near New Jersey in 1934 and crash into the beach at Asbury 
Park. For 10 points--identify this ship on its 174th run from Havana to New York, whose captain died 
of a heart attack six hours before the accident. 

Morro Castle 



17. He was born in Bridgeport, Connecticut on January 4, 1838 and weighed in at a whopping nine 
pounds, two ounces. He claimed to have kissed two million women during his 45 years, including the 
queens of England, Spain, France, and Belgium. He was introduced to the Duke of Wellington and did his 
famous impersonation of Napoleon for him. He fought Commodore Nutt for the hand of Lavinia Warren. 
For 10 points--name this man, born Charles Stratton, who topped out at three feet four inches in 
height. 

Tom Thumb (prompt on Charles Stratton on early buzz) 

18. The most famous anecdote about this man's birth is almost surely apocryphal. His mother, in her 
ninth month of pregnancy, was strolling along a lake where a criminal was being tortured on a 
waterwheel. Horrified, she went into labor on the spot. The year was 1738; the country was France. 
For 10 points--name this physician who was a champion of capital punishment in the Estates-General. 

Answer: Joseph Ignace Guillotin 

19. Calm down. There's absolutely no reason to get excited at this point of the match, even if you are 
in the condition of lagging behind. If you missed the last question and then are slow on the buzzer this 
time, you could be exhibiting this phenomenon, which in physics is the time lag exhibited by a body in 
reacting to changes in the forces affecting it, especially magnetic forces. For 10 points--name this 
word which only superficially resembles another Greek word referring to the "womb." 

Answer: Hysteresis (the other word is hysterical) 

20. One critic called this novel, published in 1925, the greatest book of its generation. Clarence 
Darrow praised its "fanatical devotion to the truth." Another critic considered it a modern version of 
the Aladdin myth. Unimpressed, the city of Boston banned it. It was made into the 1951 movie titled A 
Place in the Sun. For 10 points--name this book based on a real-life murder committed by Chester 
Gillette, which is considered Theodore Dreiser's greatest. 

Answer: An American Tragedy 

21. Its floor contains the "house of the everlasting fire," legendary home of Pele, the fire goddess. 
Its western rim contains an observatory. To the north is a tropical fern jungle. To the southwest is 
the Kaw Desert and to the east is the Thurston Lava Tube, For 10 points--name this site in Hawaii, 
whose name me"ans "rising smoke cioud." 

Answer: Kilauea 

22. In 1964 Egyptologist Walt~r Bryan Emery uncovered a mastaba which contained over one million 
mummies. Each had been dipped in bitumen, wrapped in linen strips, and then sealed in a cone-shaped 
pottery jar. Small wonder that these mummified birds are now extinct in Egypt. For 10 points-
identify this sacred bird associated with the god Thoth. 

Answer: Ibises 

23. His first completed opera is set on the island of Ceylon. Introduced in Paris in 1863, it received a 
lukewarm reception, with critics saying it was derivative of Wagner. His next opera was set in 
Scotland and was based on a work by Sir Walter Scott. It was also panned, but is still performed today. 
His third, and greatest, opera is set in Spain. It was instantly successful and catapulted its composer 
to the top rank. For 10 points--name this Frenchman best known for the tragic tale of a cigarette 
facotry worker named Carmen. 

Answer: Georges Bizet 



Bonuses submitted by TOMSTRONG 

1. For 5 points each--identify these collegiate firsts. 
a. the first Catholic university in the U.S., founded in 1789. 

Answer: Georgetown 
b. the oldest municipal university in the U.S., founded in 1819 in a prominent town on the Ohio River. 

Answer: Cincinnati 
c. the first co-ed university in the U.S., founded in 1833. 

Answer: Oberlin ./ 
d. the first state university in the U.S., founded in 1785. 

Answer: University of Georgia -/ 
e. the first historically black university, founded in 1854 in Pennsylvania. 

Answer: Lincoln University 
v 

2. The American Fruit Company was founded by Minor Keith, who is much too minor to ask about in this 
question. For 10 points each--answer these questions about other companies with "American" in their 
names. 
a. Name the German immigrant who founded the American Fur Company in the early 19th century. 

Answer: John Jacob Astor 
b. Name the benefactor of a major southern university who founded the American Tobacco Company in 
1890. 

it; 

Answer: James Duke 
/D 

-c. Finally, what American company was founded in 1941 by Edward J. Noble of Life Savers Candy 
fame? 

Answer: American Broadcasting Company or ABC 

3. Several writers, big in the 1960s and 1970s are back with books in the 1990s. For 10 points each, 
identify the authors of the following on a 10-5 basis, given a recent work, then an older one. 
1. 10: Sailor Song 

5: Sometimes a Great Notion 
2. 10: Lila 

5: Zen and the Art of Motorcycle Maintenance 
3. 1 0: Vineland 

5: The Crying of Lot 49 , ,r 
1,-

Ie) 
Answer: Ken Kesey 

Answer: Robert Pirsig jl.) 

Answer: Thomas Pynchon I\) 

4. The European Space Agency has been nipping at NASA's heels since the 1980s. For 10 points each--
answer these questions about that upstart. 
1. From what French department does the ESA launch its rockets? 

Answer: French Guiana 'Y 
2. What is the name of the rocket used by the ESA to launch satellites into orbit? .p 

Answer: Ariane 
3. What is the rather appropriate name from Greek myth that is given to the new ESA space shuttle? 

Answer: Hermes 
:\-'" 

5. The Caine and the Bounty witnessed two famous mutinies at sea. For 10 points each, identify these 
rebellions which occurred closer to land. 
a. The 1857 rebellion in India that occurred when Muslim and Hindu soldiers were told that their 
cartridges were greased with pig and cow fat. 

Answe~ Sepoy Mutiny jO 

b. The 1921 rebellion against Soviet rule conducted by sailors at a naval base on the Gulf of Finland. 
Answer: Kronstadt Mutiny 0 

c. In 1918, one week before the armistice, sailors mutinied at this German port and called for a 
general strike if Kaiser Wilhelm would not abdicate. 

Answer: Kiel Mutiny 



6. Dissatisfaction with the performance of George Washington following the battles of Brandywine and 
Germantown led a faction in the Continental Congress, led by Richard Henry Lee and Benjamin Rush, to 
call for his removal as commander. 
a. For 10 points--what general, subsequently the hero of Saratoga, did this group seek to install in 
Washington's place? 

Answer: Horatio Gates 
b. For 15 points--what name was given to this cabal in Congress, taken from the name of the Inspector 
General of the Continental Army who lent his support? 

Answer: Conway Cabal (Thomas Conway) 

7. Old soldiers never die, they just become bonus questions. For 10 points each--who wrote these 
works with "soldier" in the title. 
a. A Soldier's Play Charles Fuller 
b. The Good Soldier Schweick Gustav I-Iusait ..l.vasla.. v H<tSek 

c. Soldier's Pay William Faulkner 

8. You can no doubt name the composers of these musical selections, but do you know what form they 
are written in? Note the following: cantata, concerto, serenade, opera, tone poem, and symphony. 
Now, for 5 points each, tell me which classification fits the following works. 
1. Mozart's Eine kleine Nachtmusik Serenade o.,J 

2. Debussy's Pelleas et Melisande Opera ./ 
3. Sibelius's Finlandia Tone poem x 
4. Orff's Carmina burana Cantata \,./ 
5. Vivaldi's Four Seasons 
6. Hindemith's Mathis der Maler 

Concerto,.......
Symphony ')< 

9. I hope you've had Physics 101, because this question will test your knowledge of some terminology 
in electromagnetism. Answer these for the stated number of points. 
1. For 5: In an electrical circuit, what property is expressed by voltage divided by current, and is 
measured in Ohms? 

Answer: Resistance 
2. For 10: Also measured in Ohms, this is the alternating current counterpart of resistance? 

Answer: Impedance 
3. For 15: Finally, what term denotes the counterpart of resistance when discussing magnetism 
rather than electricity?" l 

. :~ 

Answer: Reluctance 

10. (30-20-10) Name this composer. 
30: He received a Tony Award in 1954 for the song "And This is My Beloved" which was featured in 
the Broadway musical Kismet. 
20: He wasn't there to pick up his Tony, as he had died 67 years earlier. 
10: His doctoral thesis was titled "On the Analogy of Arsenical with Phosphoric Acid." 

Answer: Alexander Borodin 

11. How well do you know your Meso-American vocabulary? For 10 pOints each--name these things. 
1. The herbacious plant, related to the tumbleweed, which provided a high-protein type of grain to the 
Aztecs. 

Amaranth 
2. The name given to the artificial gardens reclaimed from a lake by piling soil on a mat of twigs. 

Chinampas 
3. A device consisting of a cord with knotted strings attached, used by the Incas for keeping accounts. 

Quipu 



12. Answer the following questions about two very famous paintings for the stated number of points. 
1. For 10: What is the nickname of the painting which is a portrait of Miss Sarah Goodin Moulton? 

Answer: Pinkie ),. 
2. For 5: What painting, a portrait of Master Jonathan Buttall, sits on the opposite wall from Pinkie? 

Answer: The Blue Boy ~ 
3. For 5: Who painted Pinkie? \ 

Answer: Thomas Lawrence 
4. For 5: Who painted The Blue Boy? 

Answer: Thomas Gainsborough 
5. For 10: In what American art museum can both paintings be found? 

Answer: Huntington Library 

13. For the stated number of points--who headed these World War II governments in exile? 
1. For 5: France Answer: Charles DeGaulle V { 
2. For 10: Poland Answer: Wladyslaw Sikorski 
3. For 15: Czechoslovakia Answer: Edvard Benes 

14. Latin American authors have written some pretty labyrinthian works. For 10 pOints each--name 
the authors of these. 
1. The General in His Labyrinth 
2. The Labyrinth of Solitude 
3. Labyrinths 

Answer: Gabriel Garcia-Marquez 
Answer: Octavio Paz 
Answer: Jorge Luis Borges 

15. Extinct, Endangered, or Neither. For 5 points each, label the following animals as of 1994. 
1. American Alligator 
2. American Crocodile 
3. American buffalo or bison 
4. Ivory-billed woodpecker 
5. Heath Hen 
6. Snow Leopard 

Answer: Neither v 
Answer: EndangeredV' 
Answer: Neither-v-
Answer: Endangered v---" 
Answer: Extinct ·/ / 
Answer: . Endangered /' 

16. Time again ' for the infamous potpourri bonus, made u'p of all the parts that wouldn't fit anywhere 
else. For 5 points each: 
1. What 20th century poet wrote "A Refusal to Mourn the Death by Fire of A Child in London"? 

Answer: Dylan Thomas R.r.j.....,.(.l..&-..;J 

2. What notorious American family was chronicled by psychologist"WiftiaR:I... Dugdale? 
Answer: Jukes 

3. By what better-known name do we remember the literary character named Rebecca Randall? 
Answer: Rebecca of Sunnybrook Farm 

4. The ingestion of what common substance can give you a bad case of Kwok's Disease? 
Answer: MSG or Monosodium glutamate 

5. In which Flannery O'Connor work does a character named The Misfit appear? 
Answer: A Good Man is Hard to Find 

6. Finally, what single word, which . often follows "Irish," awakens Tim Finnegan from his slumber in 
Finnegans Wake. 

Answer: Whiskey 

17. Edgar Rice Burroughs wrote Tarzan of the Apes. 
less well-known works with "Ape" in their titles: 
1. The Apes of God 
2. Ape and Essence 
3. The Naked Ape 

For 10 points each--who wrote these somewhat 

Answer: Wyndham Lewis 
Answer: Aldous Huxley 
Answer: Desmond Morris 



18. All quiz bowlers love poetry. But, here a few lines of doggerel published in 1623 will earn you 10 
points each. 

"No English heart, but heard with griefe / the massacre here done; 
And how by savage treacheries, / fell many a mother's sonne: 
But God that gave them power and leave, / their cruelties to use, 
Hath given them up into our hands, / who English did abuse." 

1. What event does this piece commemorate? 
Answer: Jamestown Massacre in 1622 (accept equivalences) 

2. What is the title of this poem about the Jamestown Massacre? 
Answer: Good Newes from Virginia 

3. Finally, who is the author of Good Newes from Virginia? 
Answer: Anonyomous 

19. Forest Lawn Cemetery in California is arguably America's most famous. But how well do you 
these others? Identify the city which is home to the following cemeteries, for 10 points each. If you 
need the names of some famous "residents," you'll receive only 5. 
10: Mount Auburn Cemetery 

5: Oliver Wendell Holmes, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, Amy Lowell 
Answer: Boston 

10: Laurel Hill Cemetery 
5: Marian Anderson, Thomas Eakins 

Answer: Philadelphia 
. 10: Woodlawn Cemetery 

5: Victor Herbert, George M. Cohan, Herman Melville 
Answer: New York City 

20. I'll name the song, you name the Wagner opera in which it appears. 
1. Love Death Tristan and Isolde 
2. Venusberg Music 
3. Good Friday Music 
4. Magic Fire Music 
5. Sigried's Funeral Music 

Tannhauser 
Parsifal 
The Valkyrie 
Twilight of the Gods or Gotterdamerung 

21. In 1929 a journal was founded in France whose purpose was to examine history from an economic 
and social perspective . . It matked the emergence of a new school of history. For 10 points each: 
1. What · school of history is 'associated with this journal? 

Answer: Annales 
2. Name either of the two founders of the Annales school. 

Answer: Marc Bloch or Lucien Lefevre 
3. Finally, give the title of the first major work by an Annales historian, Ferdnand Braudel, published 
in 1949. 

Answer: The Mediterranean and The Mediterranean World in the Age of Philip II 




