Geography Monstrosity 3

May 27, 2011

Round 1

Packet by the Editors (Jeff Hoppes and Chris Chiego)

Moderator's note: this set features 20-point superpowers (bold text before (*)) and 15-point powers (text before ► ). Some more difficult tossups are 15 (in extreme cases, 20) points all the way through. There are no minus-fives.

1. Aime Cesaire wrote a poem describing the “roar of silence and night” he heard while listening to this mountain. Its southwestern slope contains a series of cones called the Rushayo chain, which produce melilitite that is rich in olivine; most of the main peak's lavas are feldspathoidal. An ERS tandem mission was used to map an eruption of this volcano in response to a request from the Belgian Civil Protection Agency. Shaheru and Baruta are craters on the side of this stratovolcano, which is found south of Nyamulagira in the (*) Virunga Mountains. A noted lava lake is found in the central crater of, for 15 points, what volcano that overlooks the Congolese city of Goma on Lake Kivu?

ANSWER: Mount Nyiragongo

2. This island group was home to Microgoura meeki, an extinct species of crested pigeon that lived on an island named for Louis XV's foreign minister. A second island in this group was the site of an aborted Spanish colony that resulted in the deaths of both native leader Malope and (*) Alvaro de Mendana, who gave this island group its name. This group's capital is built around the Kukum Highway at the mouth of the Matanikau River east of Point Cruz, which was the site of an ►amphibious invasion led by Alexander Vandegrift also called Operation Watchtower. For 10 points, Choiseul, Nendo, and Guadalcanal are all found in what Pacific nation whose capital is Honiara?

ANSWER: Solomon Islands

3. The mythology of these people includes spirits called kelets, including herds of deer with obsidian hooves and an eight-pawed polar bear. Their kinship structures were studied by an exiled Polish anthroplogist, Waldemar Bogoraz. In the 1730s a military expedition sent to conquer these people was led by a man about whom it was said that “wolverines fall dead from his breath.” That man, (*) Dmitri Pavlutsky, was captured and roasted alive by these people, who also drove off their traditional rivals the Yukaghirs and the Koryaks. Most people of this ethnicity live on a peninsula whose chief city is Anadyr; their language is thought to be related to that spoken on ► Kamchatka. For 10 points, the name of what Paleo-Siberian people also applies to the sea located just north of the Bering Strait?

ANSWER: Chukchi people (accept Chukchi Sea)

4. This island was first seen on an expedition to look for Gonneville Land. The captain of the Aigle, whose name is today applied to this island, called it Cape Circumcision before scurvy among his crew forced him to return to France. Captain Cook's several unsuccessful attempts to search for this island led him to accuse its discoverer of having mistaken an iceberg for actual land, but it was rediscovered by James Lindsay, a British whaler, early in the 19th century. Olavtoppen is the highest point on, for 10 points, what South Atlantic posession of Norway, which according to Wikipedia is the setting for the 2004 film Alien vs. Predator.

ANSWER: Bouvet Island (or Bouvetoya)

5. One island in this group has a silhouette consisting of three basaltic columns. Prospective visitors may reach it by passing the Utter Maurby breakwater, but are to be given “detailed vomiting instructions” beforehand. The inhabitants of the Innner island of this name “practically laid out the welcome mat for the Romans” and were transported en masse to (*) Australia, where they became an important immigrant community in Brisbane. Their home was “barely even an island,” being connected to the mainland by a tidal sandbar.  Another native of this region who was saved from marauding janissaries is ►  Eliza, who appears in The Baroque Cycle. For 10 points, name this difficult-to-pronounce analogue of the Hebrides found in Neal Stephenson's Cryptonomicon.

ANSWER: Qwghlm (accept any even remotely reasonable attempt to pronounce this; apparently the official pronunciation approximates “Taggum”)

6. This state's city of Calvillo is a major center of the guava industry. Other sights here include the Cerro del Muerto and the ghost towns in its northern region of Tepezala. The San Marcos Fair takes place in this state, which is the site of a museum devoted to the broadsheets produced by Jose Guadalupe Posada.  Its capital, which shares the same name as the state, was the location of a 1914 convention called by Venustiano Carranza but soon taken over by Villistas. It is located between (*) Zacatecas, from which it separated in 1857, and Jalisco. For 15 points, name this third-smallest Mexican state whose name is Spanish for "hot waters." 

ANSWER: Aguascalientes

7. The Chavacano creole is spoken in parts of this island, which along with Dinagat is one of two islands inhabited by members of genus Podogymnura, the so-called “moon rats.” Threatened forests on this island are sometimes run by PICOP and can be found on Mount Kitanglad and around the Bukidnon Plateau. The (*) Zamboanga Peninsula is the western end of this island inhabited by so-called “Moros,” whose chief city is ► Davao. For 10 points, the Abu Sayyaf insurgency operates on what southernmost major island of the Philippines?

ANSWER: Mindanao

8. The boreal conditions of the hypsithermal cool period is one explanation for the formation of these geographic locations, while others involve the presence of tapir teeth or the presence of settlers like James Spence and Jesse Siler. One of these is labeled the "Beauty Spot" and another "Max Patch," while Hump Mountain is part of the widest expanse of them, atop the Roan Mountain massif. The highest is located in the Shining Rock Wilderness at Black Balsam Knob and the highest regularly maintained one is located just east of (*) Clingman's Dome and is named for Andrews. Cheoah and Gregory are both mown to help keep back encroaching blueberry bushes, though most are now covered with spruce or heath. For 15 points, identify these unique treeless mountaintops in the Southeast Appalachians, named for their denuded appearance. 

ANSWER: balds (accept grassy bald; do not accept heath bald)

9. The Ai-Petri mountain in this region contains the headwaters for the Uchan-Su River, which passes over a notable waterfall, and the Kerchenska Gulf on its East separates this region from the mud volcanoes of the Taman Peninsula. The Baydar Gate is a mountain pass in this area and the Sarych Cape contains a controversially foreign-staffed lighthouse in this region, which contains a number of mountainous plateaus known as Yaylas including the highest in the region of Babugan. The ancient Greek settlement of (*) Chersonesos Tauria is located in this region, and it contains a walking trail called the "Tsar's Path" which passes by sights like the Swallow's Nest.  ►  Simferopol is the capital of, for 10 points, what autonomous province that also features the town of Inkerman and the port of Sevastopol? 

ANSWER: Crimean Peninsula

10. The Nendrum Monastery is located on Mahee Island within this polity, which also includes Rathlin Island which is just south of the Mull of Kintyre. The two newest cities in this polity are Lisburn and Newry, and this country's Sawel Mountain lies within the Sperrin Mountains, which are bisected by the Glenshane pass. The (*) Antrim plateau is famous for its nine glens and a large wall separating water catchments passes through the Mourne Mountains, which contains this province's highest point at Slieve Donard. Cavehill overlooks the largest city of this country, which also includes the Foyle River that flows through  ►  Londonderry. For 10 points, identify this component of the United Kingdom, whose capital is Belfast.

ANSWER: Northern Ireland (prompt on the United Kingdom before it is mentioned; prompt on Ulster) 

11. A large collection of stones arranged in a wheel-shaped circle is located atop Medicine Mountain in this state, which is also the location of the headwaters of the Belle Fourche River, which flows by the bright-red Spearfish Formation. It contains a number of plant fossils from the Eocene Epoch at Fossil Butte and its highest point is considered second only to Mt. McKinley in difficulty and contains a namesake glacier, the largest in the (*) Rockies. In addition to Gannett Peak, which is also the highest in the Wind River Range, this state contains Independence Rock as well as a passage between the Sweetwater and Green Rivers that crosses not only an endorheic basin within the Great Divide but  ► South Pass as well. Also containing the Paint Pots and Grand Prismatic Spring, for 10 points, identify this state that contains Grand Teton and Yellowstone. 

ANSWER: Wyoming

12. A Polish expedition to this region's Nemegt Formation uncovered a skeleton of Tarbosaurus, a tyrannosaur-like predator. Another expedition here used a convoy of Dodge cars to discover eggs that were once thought to be from Protoceratops but have since been discovered to belong to Oviraptor. That expedition was led by (*) Roy Chapman Andrews. The southwestern portion of this region is the Alashan Plateau, which was thought to have been an inland sea by the Russian geographer Nikolai  Przhevalsky, who gave his name to the wild horse that once lived here. The Gashun region of this desert is still home to some ► Bactrian camels. The Dorno- and Dund- aimags, or provinces of Mongolia, take their name from, for 10 points, what cold desert of north-central Asia?

ANSWER: Gobi Desert

13. Three species of Rhododendron are known as the tea of this region, whose Smallwood Reservoir was blamed for flooding hunting lands of the Innu people. Smaller cities in this region include Red Bay, Cartwright, and the site of a Moravian mission, Hopedale. The city named after this region, a center of (*) iron ore mining, is across a provincial boundary from Wabush. This region may take its name from an early modern Portuguese term for a ► landholder, such as Joao Fernandes, one of its early explorers. For 10 points, Quebec's northeastern border is with what Canadian region, the mainland portion of a province shared with Newfoundland?

ANSWER: Labrador (accept labrador tea or Labrador City)

14. Charon Gardens is located in a small mountain range by this name that's located along the Meers Fault just west of the Arbuckle Mountains and contains much of Fort Sill, the national artillery range. Taken from the Caddoan language family, this name also refers to a waterfall along a namesake river that was swept away in 1886, but rebuilt as fake 50-foot tall waterfall by a tourism board to advertise along I-44. The (*) Cessna Aircraft company is headquartered in a city by this name where a fire-lit statue called the "Keeper of the Plains" overlooks part of the Great Bend of the ► Arkansas River. For 10 points, identify this name that refers to both an isolated mountain range in Oklahoma, a river and "falls" city in Texas, and the largest city in the state of Kansas.

ANSWER: Wichita 

15. The Ten Saints are a mountain range on this island, which also contains a monument to Sir Thomas Maitland and a bridge named after Kaiser Wilhelm II. The relics of its patron, Saint Spyridon, are thought to have saved this island from an 18th-century Ottoman invasion. The murder of Enrico Tellini, which was blamed on Albanian bandits, set off a (*) 1923 international incident named after this island. It is part of a chain that also includes Lefkas, Paxos, Zante, and ► Kephalonia. For 10 points, name this northernmost of Greece's Ionian Islands.s

ANSWER: Corfu (or Corcyra)

16. This site's Far View and Badger House complexes preserve remnants of an earlier Basketmaker Culture. A 4-story square tower is located off Navajo Canyon close to a ceremonial structure known as the Sun Temple at this location, and several features including T-shaped windows and spiral petroglyphs may link it to the (*) Chaco Canyon culture. The Wetherill family is credited with the discovery of this location, which contains a structure with over 150 rooms, including 23 ► kivas. The Spruce Tree House was the last major structure built at this location before it was abandoned around 1275. For 10 points, identify this site in southwestern Colorado, a national park that contains the largest cliff dwellings of the Ancestral Puebloans. 

ANSWER: Mesa Verde (National Park)

17. This river “turns up the grains of gold already tried” according to a poetic “farewell” to it written by Thomas Wyatt. This river's mouth contains the wreck of a ship that was carrying a full cargo of black pepper. The Embalsa de Valdecanas is a reservoir on this river that flows from a source in the Montes Universales.  It divides regions known as the (*) “Alen” and “Riba” with respect to this river, and either is or is not “more beautiful than  the river that flows through my village” according to  ► Fernando Pessoa. For 10 points, what longest river in Portugal flows into the Atlantic at Lisbon?

ANSWER: Tagus River (or Tejo River or Tajo River; accept Tagus Farewell)

18. A chain of isolated volcanic monadnocks known as the Glass House Mountains is located in this state, which also contains the northernmost location of Antarctic Beech trees in Lamington National Park. Much of this state's interior is drained by the Warrego River, which includes runoff from the Carnarvon Range. The southern portion of this state contains the Granite Belt region and borders the ancient caldera now occupied by Mt. Warning. Major (*) flooding in this state's Lockyer Valley in 2011 inundated the city of Toowoomba, which is located on the edge of the Darling Downs, and this state also contains the ► Cape York Peninsula on the southern side of the Torres Strait. Also containing the Whitsunday Islands as well as Fraser Island, for 10 points identify this state in Australia that borders New South Wales to the north. 

ANSWER: Queensland

19. The town of El Dorado in this state is the headquarters for Murphy Oil, which produced from the Smackover Formation in this state's south. A series of sandstone outcroppings known as the Natural Steps are located just north of the Maumelle Pinnacles and the Fulk Mountains in this state, where a strange earthquake swarm occured in 1982 around Enola, just north of a current swarm around Guy. The (*) Fayetteville Shale formation is a major gas-producing formation in this state where Toad Suck Ferry is located on this state's namesake river and recent flooding near DeValls Bluff on the White River in this state shut down all traffic on Interstate  ► 40. The only public diamond mine in the US is in, for 10 points, what state that also includes the Boston Mountains and Ouachita Mountains?

ANSWER: Arkansas

20. A suburb known as Al-Barid is located several miles north of this location and features notable frescoes of foliage, while Jabal Madhbah has a shrine to Dushara, the chief god of the people that created this location. Three large Djinn blocks are located next to a large obelisk at this location whose East Ridge has a structure named for a prominent Urn carved into it. A possible location of the tomb of Aaron is located southeast of this site, which also contains a number of (*) Byzantine churches and a large Roman soldier graveland. A mountaintop in the northeast part of this location features al-Deir, or the Monastery, while visitors must walk through the narrow  ►  Siq before reaching the Treasury at the entrance. For 10 points, identify this ancient Nabataean capital, a city of rock located in Jordan.

ANSWER: Petra

TB. One example of this geologic phenomenon is located north of Lake Gioleti in the middle of the Afar Depression and has existed for at least a century. The highest by altitude is located atop Villarica in Chile, though it may be subsiding.  A third is located on (*) Ross Island and contains an unusual amount of phonolite; that feature  is part of a mountain that was the site of an Air New Zealand sightseeing crash and was originally named for   the doomed companion of HMS Terror. For 15 points, there are only five extant examples of what landform involving molten rock that can be seen on Antarctica's Mount Erebus?

ANSWER: lava lakes

