Minnesota Open Lit: It’s Literature, By Jingo!
PACKET TEN

1. One character in this work sings “If the only song I can sing is a sad song, I ain’t going to sing at all.” That character is bathed by the protagonist and is named “Chicken Number Two.” The protagonist killed his mean-spirited brother with a fire iron, while his gay lover Jody leaves him and escapes the titular location dressed as an altar boy. FTP, name this John Cheever work about college professor Zeke Farragut, set in the titular New York state prison.

ANSWER: Falconer
2. A 1965 film adaptation of this work was billed as “the motion picture with something to offend everyone!” The Doctor Who serial “Revelation of the Daleks” is based on this work as well, which features such characters as cosmetician Aimee Thanatogenos and the sinister Mr. Joyboy. FTP, name this work which revolves around both the Hollywood film industry and the Los Angeles mortuary company Whispering Glades, a short novel by Evelyn Waugh.

ANSWER: The Loved One
3. A girl named Laura in this story loves a young man who is a talented pitcher and can sing “Drink to me only with thine eyes.” The titular character purchases a pipe and makes fudge for a summer festival. Throughout this story, characters quote “‘Tis better to have loved and lost,” but mistakenly identify Tennyson as American. Dealing with a husband’s suspicions of his wife’s faithfulness, FTP, identify this story by Sui Sin Far about the titular Chinese-American woman.

ANSWER: “Mrs. Spring Fragrance”
4. One character in this book uses his Dickens knowledge to predict the non-arrival of a Mr. Harris. Another character is revealed to have the real name of Cassetti, while another hides her real name of Linda Arden. Minor characters include the missionary Greta Ohlsson and the Hungarian Count Andrenyi. One proposed solution involves a stranger as the killer, while the correct one involves twelve killers. FTP, name this Agatha Christie work about death on the titular transport.

ANSWER: Murder on the Orient Express
5. The film adaptation of this work featured the Oscar-nominated original song, “A Time for Love.”  Supporting characters include Barney Oswald Kelly, who lusts after his daughter, and Shago Martin, a black entertainer and boyfriend of Cherry. Kate Millett, in Sexual Politics, described this book as “an exercise in how to kill your wife and be happy ever after.” FTP, name this work about Professor Stephen Rojack, who strangles his wife, a controversial work by Norman Mailer.

ANSWER: An American Dream
6. One incident in this work sees the titular character in the park talking with a man known as “the Captain,” who praises her mother as “good.” The protagonist is taken care of by Miss Overmore, who later marries and becomes Mrs. Beale Farange. Despite the entreaties of Sir Claude, this work ends with the protagonist staying with governess Mrs. Wix. FTP, name this Henry James work about the titular character’s struggles after her irresponsible parents divorce and remarry.

ANSWER: What Maisie Knew
7. This character was once told by Mrs. Robinson that he was “devoid of a sense of fun,” and he was appointed an economics lecturer at London University at age twenty-four. The owner of hundreds of books, none Arabic, he is eventually prosecuted for murder by Sir Arthur Higgins. FTP, name this Sudanese man who enters into violent relationships with English women, the character obsessed over by the narrator in Tayeb Salih’s Season of Migration to the North. 

ANSWER: Mustafa Sa’eed (accept either, accept Hassan or Charles or Amin or Mustafa or Richard)
8. In one scene in this work, a character reads a pamphlet entitled “Chronometricals and Horologicals,” written by Plotinus Plinlimmon, who lives in the converted Church of the Apostles, a home to intellectuals. After having a vision of the giant Enceladus, the titular character eventually kills Glen Stanley and commits suicide using his love Isabel’s poison. FTP, name this disastrously received novel by Herman Melville about a struggling writer.

ANSWER: Pierre: or, the Ambiguities

9. This document warns against being led off in search of personal gain as that would mean “death at the hands of citizens,” and confidently assumes that prisoners from Belle Isle would lend “great assistance.” The father of this document’s namesake doubted its veracity, while George Meade claimed this document’s namesake was a rogue agent. FTP, name this set of papers found in 1864 which seem to authorize a Union raid to assassinate the Confederate cabinet.

ANSWER: Dahlgren Papers
10. A plot device in this work involves characters taking the protagonist to Shea Stadium in order to prevent him from completing a certain action. The antagonists of this work are Alan and Joe, and this work concludes with the protagonist admiring his new motorbike. Beginning when Tom is repulsed at the idea of salmon casserole, FTP, identify this children’s book by Thomas Rockwell about Billy eating a certain number of crawly things for fifteen days straight.

ANSWER: How to Eat Fried Worms
11. One character in this work is nicknamed “Tylenol” and competes with the titular character for the affections of Joryleen Grant. The protagonist gets a job driving a truck for Excellency Home Furnishings, where he is partnered with Charlie Chehab. While a student at New Prospect High School, the protagonist is counseled by Jack Levy. FTP, name this John Updike novel about the son of Irish and Egyptian parents, Ahmad, who is recruited to bomb the Lincoln Tunnel.

ANSWER: Terrorist
12. One character in this work is referred to as a “squeak pig,” while another character attempts to desert his position and is executed. Besides Mr. Tweedie and Pumpkin, characters in this work include Dusty and Dove, the latter of whom is responsible for the titular character’s disfigurement. Bart Simpson reads this book while home schooled, and historical characters include Paul Revere. FTP, name this Esther Forbes novel set in Revolutionary War-era Boston.

ANSWER: Johnny Tremain (grudgingly accept Johnny Deformed)
13. Steven Capsuto cites a television adaptation of this work as featuring one of the first “identifiably gay characters on television,” that of fashion photographer Russell Paxton, who in one famous song lists 50 Russian composers in under 40 seconds. The titular character owns Allure magazine and sings such songs as “My Ship.” FTP, name this Weill, Gershwin, and Hart musical divided into dream sequences, the story of the psychoanalysis of Liza Elliott.

ANSWER: Lady in the Dark
14. One character in this work never made Eagle Scout and refers to the Public Health merit badge as a real “bitch.” That character was the man who dropped the atomic bomb on Nagasaki and is named Looseleaf Harper. The titular character appears in Heaven with the “Beast of Yugoslavia,” a man killed by hunter and soldier Harold Ryan. FTP, name this Kurt Vonnegut play where the sudden return of Ryan to his wife is commented upon by the titular deceased girl.

ANSWER: Happy Birthday, Wanda June
15. This man wrote his second novel while in a Swiss prison for embezzlement. He designed an amusement park which featured such pavilions as “Orient,” “Mega Stones,” and “Vimana,” although his Mystery Park was not a success. The author of Return to the Stars and According to the Evidence, this man’s best known work examined Stonehenge and the Nazca Lines. FTP, name this author of Chariots of the Gods?, who proposed that alien astronauts visited Earth.

ANSWER: Erich von Daniken
16. The first of these works proclaims that Larry was an underrated Stooge. Controversial examples of these works include one about a bear sodomizing a hunter, one where the author asks Viacom owner Sumner Redstone to be his “wingman,” and one listing such words as “Dick Butkus,” “masticate,” and “lickety-split,” none of which aired. FTP, name these works which briefly appear after the end of TV shows like “Two and a Half Men” and “The Big Bang Theory.”

ANSWER: Chuck Lorre’s Vanity Cards (prompt on Vanity Cards, accept general descriptions of things written by Chuck Lorre)
17. At the beginning of this work, a character professes to have received his pants from Louis Napoleon and his coat from George Washington. The titular character befriends Frank, calling him a “brick,” for giving him a new wardrobe. In one of the final chapters, the titular character rescues a boy who had fallen off the ferry, which leads to a new job and a new name, Richard Hunter. FTP, name this work by Horatio Alger about the titular young bootblack.

ANSWER: Ragged Dick, or Street Life in New York with the Boot-Blacks
18. At the end of Alan Moore’s graphic novel The League of Extraordinary Gentlemen, this character becomes the leader of British intelligence. This character helped found the Diogenes Club and is described as “heavily built and massive” despite possessing “no ambition and no energy.”  Said to be “the most indispensable man in the country,” he first appears in The Greek Interpreter and later shows up in The Bruce-Partington Plans. FTP, name this older brother of Sherlock Holmes.

ANSWER: Mycroft Holmes (prompt on Holmes, prompt on M)
19. This man wrote a play about Robert and Jeff’s film being spoiled by three cows, a one-act work called Hidden in this Picture. A more recent work sees David Sarnoff, the president of RCA, dueling with the inventor of television in The Farnsworth Invention. In his best known play, Daniel Kaffee defends Louden Downey and Harold Dawson of murdering a fellow marine. FTP, name this author of A Few Good Men, who also created “The West Wing.”

ANSWER: Aaron Sorkin
20. The author who created this character played the role himself in a 1963 film directed by Roy Rowland and co-starring Shirley Eaton. This character has also been played on film by Biff Elliot, Robert Bray, Kevin Dobson, Ralph Meeker, and Rob Estes in a TV-movie which featured Pamela Anderson as this man’s secretary, Velda. FTP, name this badass who wielded the .45 Colt “Betsy” in works like I, The Jury and Kiss Me Deadly, a creation of Mickey Spillane.

ANSWER: Mike Hammer (accept either)
21. This man wrote essays about “Pissing in a River” and “Thunder Road” in his examination of 31 songs he found meaningful entitled Songbook. He wrote a young adult novel about a kid who idolizes Tony Hawk called Slam, while he has also written about his obsession with the Arsenal Football Club. Some of his characters include phony parent Will Freeman and record store owner Rob Fleming. FTP, name this author of Fever Pitch, High Fidelity, and About a Boy.

ANSWER: Nick Hornby
22. In the film adaptation of this work, which was produced by John Wayne’s studio, Carl “Alfalfa” Switzer played the Indian Joe Sam, a character who occasionally falls into a trance when worried. This work begins with a character dreaming that he was caught in a blizzard, and both that character, Arthur Bridges, and his brother, Curt, are apparently killed by the titular beast. FTP, name this Walter Van Tillburg Clark book about a family attacked by a killer mountain lion.

ANSWER: The Track of the Cat
23. One sequel to this work sees a character marrying and then killing citrus magnate Billy Van Arsdale, while another sequel describes the presidency and eventual assassination of Jimmy Shea, a friend of the titular character. One character in this work is an ex-policeman who kills punks with his flashlight, while the central figure in the sequels by Mark Winegardner is an ex-boxer named Nick Geraci. FTP, name this work by Mario Puzo about the Corleones.

ANSWER: The Godfather (accept Godfather Returns or Godfather’s Revenge or The Sicilian)
24. This author made a cameo in a Cannes-award winning film, wearing a green mask and cackling madly. His first novel alienated his friends with autobiographical content and was entitled So Lonesome You Could Die. Besides A Lapful of Severed Tongues and the posthumous Doomsday Defense, he penned a book entitled From Outer Space about “Muldrake and Lydsky.” FTP, name this fictional novelist from “The X-Files” and “Millennium,” played by Charles Nelson Reilly.

ANSWER: Jose Chung (accept either)
25. On the back cover of each work in this series is a picture of music critic Larry Kelp. This series is currently published in Ashland, Oregon, and for many years, the fifth through seventh works in this series were thought to be “lost.” Featuring such sections as “Famous for Fifteen Minutes” and “Strange Lawsuits,” this series has had such titles as “Fast Acting, Long-Lasting” and “Ahh-Inspiring.” FTP, name this series credited to “Uncle John,” meant to be read in a certain room.

ANSWER: Uncle John’s Bathroom Readers
26. This author was played by Linda Hunt in the 1987 film Waiting for the Moon, and in the song “Bosom Buddies” from Mame, this author and her companion are the last duo the singers compare themselves to. A 1968 Peter Sellers film declares I Love You, [This Author]!, a reference to her famous cookbook which included a recipe for hashish fudge. FTP, name this author whose memoir was What is Remembered and not the fictional “autobiography” by Gertrude Stein.

ANSWER: Alice B. Toklas (accept a blitz of Stein and Toklas until “Peter Sellers”)

