Minnesota Open Lit: It’s Literature, By Jingo!
PACKET ELEVEN

1. One work with this name was a comic parody of Ulysses written by William Carlos Williams. Another work with this name tells the story of the Port Ruppert Mundys in the Patriot League and is by Philip Roth. This phrase first appeared in an 1868 John DeForest essay for The Nation, in which DeForest analyzes the works of Hawthorne, Cooper, and Stowe. FTP, name this pretentious designation frequently awarded to novels like The Great Gatsby and Huck Finn.

ANSWER: Great American Novel
2. This work ends with “the perfidy of Belcour” punished with being stabbed to death, while the final chapter sees Mrs. Crayton dying in “a striking example that vice…leads only to misery and shame.”  The titular character dies in a chapter titled Which People Void of Feeling Not Read, and she was reportedly buried in Trinity Churchyard, New York, prompting mass pilgrimages. FTP, name this Susanna Rowson novel about the sad fate of its female protagonist.

ANSWER: Charlotte Temple or Charlotte: A Tale of Truth 
3. The titular character of this work wears overalls that symbolize “slaves and laborers,” and his round belly represents his kind nature. He can be summoned by chanting “Drown Their Butts, Crush Their Butts,” and uses a weapon that “digs to the truth.” Described as “wrathful but calm,” the titular character uses a vajra-shovel to put out the fires of greed and war. FTP, name this Gary Snyder poem which posits a certain environmental icon as an incarnation of Buddha.

ANSWER: “Smokey the Bear Sutra”
4. Appearing at the beginning of this work is Whitney, a friend of the protagonist. One character owned a dog named Lazarus who drowned in quicksand. That character hums a bit from Madame Butterfly and reads Marcus Aurelius at this story’s end before he is interrupted by “a beast at bay.” FTP, name this Richard Connell story ending with Sanger Rainsford sleeping in the excellent bed of Count Zaroff, a dude who likes to hunt people.

ANSWER: “The Most Dangerous Game”
5. This man wrote a narrative poem about soldiers adjusting to civilian life entitled Glory for Me, which was one of the inspirations for the film The Best Years of Our Lives. The classic noir Gun Crazy also based on one of this man’s stories. His best known work tells the real-life story of William Collins, who is eventually hanged with the rest of his “Raiders.” FTP, name this winner of the 1956 Pulitzer Prize for a book about the titular prison camp, Andersonville.

ANSWER: MacKinley Kantor
6. The narrator of this work pronounces that he could “lick my weight in Bobbsey Twins,” and then muses that while the rain might be a friend of Katharine Hepburn, it’s not a friend of his. The narrator uses the titular phrase to describe the truck he sits in throughout the story. At the end of this work, the narrator angrily tells a character to “never mind this missing stuff.” FTP, name this J.D. Salinger story about Sgt. Vincent Caulfield musing about his M.I.A. brother Holden.

ANSWER: “This Sandwich Has No Mayonnaise”
7. One of this man’s works is set in Crannock, Connecticut, where the protagonist has an affair with the wife of handyman Duck Caldwell. Besides creating ex-Communist Gifford Maxim and his friend John Laskell in The Middle of the Journey, he worked on an unfinished novel about an elderly poet named Jorris Buxton. FTP, name this author of The Journey Abandoned, better known for his critical essays collected in works like Beyond Culture and The Liberal Imagination.

ANSWER: Lionel Trilling
8. This location is described as where one character has “murdered [his] twelve secretaries,” and where that character also “drink[s] the tea of the breasts of the spinsters of Utica.” This location features “twenty five thousand mad comrades all together singing” the Internationale, while a character also plots “the Hebrew socialist revolution.” FTP, name this psychiatric hospital where Carl Solomon and the author are said to be in the third section of Ginsberg’s “Howl.”

ANSWER: Rockland (I guess prompt on “Howl”, prompt on New York)
9. In one scene in this work, a talking parrot is used to convince a family that their house is haunted, while another character believes the ghost of Magnus is alive at the end of this work. That character operates “the Chokey” and laments that a riding crop can no longer be used as an instrument of punishment. Ending with the titular character living with Miss Honey and the defeat of Miss Trunchbull, FTP, name this Roald Dahl work about a psychokinetic little girl.

ANSWER: Matilda
10. Along with Bob Schneider, he edited Whole Grains: A Collection of Quotations, which cited words of countercultural icons. Shortly after 9/11, he and his wife illustrated a New Yorker cover which featured the silhouettes of the Twin Towers. While working with Topps, he co-created the Garbage Pail Kids series, but he is best known for a work whose first volume is entitled My Father Bleeds History. FTP, name this author of the Holocaust graphic novel Maus.

ANSWER: Art Spiegelman
11. In this author’s first novel, Meg becomes jealous of her sister Molly, although the two reconcile before Molly dies of leukemia. Besides A Summer to Die, this author has written about young girls like Caroline Tate and Anastasia Krupnik.  One of her works deals with Annmarie Johansen’s efforts to save her Jewish friend in Nazi-occupied Denmark. FTP, name this author of Number the Stars, who also wrote about Jonas, the “Receiver of Memory,” in The Giver. 

ANSWER: Lois Lowry
12. This author names a town in Arizona that was home to the “Whiskey Row” red-light district and the Arizona Pioneers’ Home. He suffered from failing vision after being hit in the eye with a bread crumb. Edward Ayer said that this man’s books were the first he ever bought, and this man’s works helped influence Ayer’s passion for collecting Native American histories. FTP, name this author who wrote the History of the Conquest of Mexico and the Conquest of Peru.

ANSWER: William Prescott
13. In 2004, a work with this title, written by one “Mabel Barr,” appeared for sale online and was blasted as a hoax by several websites. Despite not having an animated adaptation of it, it does require squeaky voices and a “hop” to be performed by the reader. The sequel to this work describes Commander Coriander Salamander and was also written by “Mabel Syrup.” FTP, name this children’s book which is frequently requested to be read by Calvin in the comic strip Calvin and Hobbes.

ANSWER: Hamster Huey and the Gooey Kablooie
14. At one point in this work, a character realizes that if he leans back in his chair, it “extends backwards for increased comfort.” The narrator at one point describes feeling a considerable rush and is relieved to not be wearing pants that are tight around his crotch. The most memorable incident likely involves a character bleeding from his knuckle after punching a concrete wall. FTP, name this work by Christian Flow about the Harvard quiz bowl team.

ANSWER: “Mind Games” (accept Christian Flow’s Article until he is mentioned)

15. The protagonist of this work is interested in pyramidology, or using the supernatural to explain the Great Pyramids. One crucial scene at the end of this work involves the message “Under the Foot of the Bear,” which refers to a lake. Taking its name from the poem “The Wanderer,” this work features Theodore Honey’s investigation of the Rutland Reindeer. FTP, name this Nevil Shute work about the quest to determine how the Reindeer plane crashed in Canada.

ANSWER: No Highway (accept No Highway in the Sky)
16. Some of this character’s colleagues include Dick Foley and Mickey Linehan. In one of his appearances, he visits the town of Personville where he confronts Reno Starkey. Besides The Dain Curse and Red Harvest, he appeared in a 1978 miniseries starring James Coburn, which gave him the name “Hamilton Nash,” a reference to his creator. An employee of the “Old Man,” FTP, name this fat nameless private eye, a creation of Dashiell Hammett.

ANSWER: The Continental Op (accept Hamilton Nash, either part until mentioned) 
17. A character in this play is the unseen Maureen Lyon, whose real name is Mrs. Stanning. Suspicious characters in this work include Mr. Paravicini and the hyperactive Christopher Wren, while this play’s action strongly hinges upon the death of a child while in foster care. Ending with Major Metcalf revealing himself as a policeman and Sergeant Trotter turning out to be the murderer, FTP, name this extremely long-running Agatha Christie mystery play.

ANSWER: The Mousetrap 
18. This character eventually marries his cousin Hebe, musing that love does not level ranks “as much as all that” after realizing his love is the daughter of a commoner.  Earlier, this character labels the usage of the word “damn” as wholly indefensible.  This character earlier sings a song about how sticking close to your desk and never going to sea could make you the ruler of the queen’s navy. FTP, name this comic First Lord in Gilbert and Sullivan’s H.M.S. Pinafore.

ANSWER: Sir Joseph Porter (accept either)
19. This work features such characters as Abner Dean, who eventually curls up on the floor. The central conflict in this work is between “Brown of Calaveras” and Jones, due to the former’s trespassing in a family vault. The narrator concludes it is not decent for scientists to “say another is an ass,” and the work ends with a fight conducted using Paleozoic fossils. FTP, name this Bret Harte poem, narrated by Truthful James, about a battle that destroys the titular group.

ANSWER: “Society Upon the Stanislaus”
20. This work was originally intended as a film to be directed by the author’s friend, Gene Kelly, and was inspired by the author’s childhood encounter with a man named “Mr. Electrico.” One character is a lightning rod salesman named Tom Fury, who is turned into a dwarf. Featuring such characters as the Skeleton and the Dust Witch, this work’s primary antagonist is Mr. Dark, who is killed with affection. FTP, name this Ray Bradbury work about a sinister traveling carnival.

ANSWER: Something Wicked This Way Comes
21. This man wrote a book about the star of the film Mr. Woods, a dwarf named Cadence Roth. Another of his works deals with radio host Gabriel Noone’s discovery of a memoir by a young boy named Peter which describes sexual abuse and turns out to be a possible hoax. Besides Maybe the Moon and The Night Listener, this man is best known for describing the denizens of 28 Barbary Lane, San Francisco. FTP, name this author of the Tales of the City series.

ANSWER: Armistead Maupin Jr.
22. One character in this work is “Leper Lepellier,” who eventually goes insane.  A group of characters in this work form the “Super Suicide Society,” which involves jumping out of a tree. This work is denounced as “preschool-level” by both Lisa and Mother Simpson, and is primarily about Gene’s friendship and rivalry with Finny. FTP, name this work that begins with “I went back to the Devon School not long ago,” a novel by John Knowles.

ANSWER: A Separate Peace 
23. One of this author’s works revolves around “the mysterious patient in Room 213,” who is treated by a young intern at City Hospital. This author began that work describing a king living in luxury, contrasting that with a boy in Kansas growing up. FTP, name this non-English author, a fictional character, whose only novel also features a cattle stampede and a pirate ship and opens with the phrase “it was a dark and stormy night,” and was written without the help of his owner, Peanuts protagonist Charlie Brown.

ANSWER: Snoopy
24. One story in this collection describes a group of people who fight for their land and are named “porcinistas.” Another story in this collection ends when the main character starts a birth control clinic, while yet another story ends with the founding of a nudist colony. Written to avoid “ageist” and “speciesist” biases, FTP, name this humorous collection by James Finn Garner that provides enlightened retellings of familiar fairy tales.

ANSWER: Politically Correct Bedtime Stories: Modern Tales for Our Life and Time
25. Broken up into three parts, “Me,” “Them,” and “Him,” this novel begins by describing the protagonist’s love affairs with Derek Mallaby and Kurt Rainer. Purported to be written by the protagonist, Vivienne Michel, this work’s main villains are the thugs Sluggsy and Horror. FTP, identify this Ian Fleming novel which only features James Bond in a supporting role and unlike its movie adaptation, does not feature an undersea city or Jaws.

ANSWER: The Spy Who Loved Me
26. A 1914 sequel to this work features an ancestor of the protagonist known as “Diogenes,” who is the inspiration for Hals’ The Laughing Cavalier. Other novels featuring the titular character include Eldorado and I Will Repay. The villain of this work is Chauvelin, who blackmails Marguerite. Featuring a famous rhyme about Frenchies seeking the titular hero, FTP, name this work by Baroness Orczy about a Englishman who saves lives during the French Revolution.

ANSWER: The Scarlet Pimpernel
