Minnesota Open Lit: It’s Literature, By Jingo!
PACKET FOUR

1. At one point in this work, a midwife reveals three versions of her bill, one for each social class. A 1965 film was entitled The Amorous Adventures of the titular character. The action to this work begins in Newgate prison, where the protagonist’s mother “pleads her belly” to avoid execution. The protagonist eventually goes to Virginia and meets a son she conceived with her half-brother. FTP, name this work about an infamous woman by Daniel Defoe.

ANSWER: The Fortunes and Misfortunes of the Famous Moll Flanders
2. One sequel to this work features a character that was a dance-hall star who could see the future and was named Jessica Charlotte Driscoll, the protagonist’s great-great aunt.  Another sequel to this work concludes with the protagonist successfully defeating invading skinheads. Supporting characters in this work include medic Tommy Adkins, who treats the wounded cowboy Boone. FTP, name this Lynne Reid Banks book about Omri’s diminutive toy Iroquois friend. 

ANSWER: The Indian in the Cupboard (accept The Return of the Indian or The Secret of the Indian)
3. At one point in this work, the protagonist has an abortion and later names the unborn child “Pride.” One sequence sees the protagonist working at Copperhead Gap Prison until compromising photos force her to resign, although she later writes a best-selling expose of the prison industry. Eventually, the protagonist has a son with a corrupt New York judge named Barney Dolphin. FTP, name this work about the titular crusading feminist, a novel by Sinclair Lewis.

ANSWER: Ann Vickers
4. The first winner of this award was a novel about Irish teen Bernadette Kennedy, by Melvyn Bragg entitled A Time to Dance. Other winners of this award include Tom Wolfe and Norman Mailer, for I Am Charlotte Simmons and The Castle in the Forest respectively. In 2008, John Updike won a Lifetime Achievement version of this award. FTP, name this Literary Review award recently given to Rachel Johnson’s Shire Hell due to its disturbing metaphors regarding a character’s penis.

ANSWER: Bad Sex in Fiction Award (prompt on Literary Review award, accept basic equivalents, do not accept just plain Bad Fiction Award)
5. A plot contrivance in this work involves several blacks erroneously believing that Nathan Bedford Forrest defeated the Union armies. The protagonist of this work hails from a small town on the Mississippi named Hades, while a family in this work descended from George Washington and consists of children Jasmine, Kismine, and Percy. John Unger journeys into a hidden Montana land in, FTP, what F. Scott Fitzgerald story about a very big gem?

ANSWER: “Diamond as Big as the Ritz”
6. After graduating from Harvard in 1939, this man went out to California and spent time writing radio scripts for the show “Big Town.” While at Harvard, he mounted The Birds in the original Greek and recruited classmate Leonard Bernstein to write the score. He wrote his dissertation on Philebus, which perplexed his mentor W.V. Quine. FTP, name this man who proposed the mind could not be reduced to physical processes, the theorizer of anomalous monism.

ANSWER: Donald Davidson
7. One of this man’s works deals with the involvement of medical professionals in the Holocaust and is entitled A Sign for Cain. This man attempted to obtain a Selective Service exemption for his friend Ralph Ellison and also wrote about the mind in The Brain as an Organ. In his most famous work, he describes such themes as “injury to the eye,” bondage, and homosexual relations. FTP, name this man who denounced comic books in the book Seduction of the Innocent.

ANSWER: Dr. Fredric Wertham
8. Al Bundy borrowed this book from the library in 1957 and never returned it. In the movie Major Payne, Payne tells this story but ends up describing a friend of his named Bubba, who had his legs blown off. An animated version of this story features Chip the Bird, the best friend of the titular character, whose name is “Tillie.” Attributed to “Watty Piper,” FTP, name this children’s story, whose titular character says “I think I can, I think I can” a lot as he pulls a train.

ANSWER: The Little Engine That Could (accept The Pony Engine)
9. One character in this work toils away at an icehouse and greatly enjoys ripping the pages off the calendar, while another character is nicknamed “fixer” and once went through the process of going “from monkey to zero.” Besides Stash Koskoska and Nifty Louie, this work also features a titular character who ends the work by hanging himself at a flophouse. FTP, name this work about the tragic Frankie Machine, the titular junkie, a novel by Nelson Algren. 

ANSWER: The Man With the Golden Arm
10. One character in this work is a young boy paid to throw rocks at another character if he sees that man out after 10:00. Another character is known as “Princess Puffer” and runs an opium den frequented by one of the main characters. The mysterious Dick Datchery arrives near the end of this book, while the prime suspect regarding the titular puzzle is the choirmaster John Jasper. FTP, name this work by Charles Dickens, noted for being unfinished on account of the author’s death.

ANSWER: The Mystery of Edwin Drood
11. While attending college, this author wrote a work criticizing Christianity entitled “A Play for Puppets.” He wrote an article about the Tsar’s ghost watching Stalin called “The Ghosts on the Roof,” which criticized the Yalta conference. He wrote two books, one entitled Cold Friday, and his most famous work, an autobiography entitled Witness. FTP, name this man, a former writer for Time and a Communist, who served as the chief accuser of Alger Hiss during the latter’s trial.

ANSWER: Whittaker Chambers (accept Jay Chambers or David Whittaker or George Crosley, either part)
12. At one point in this work, the protagonist discards a letter after reading the word “grandmother.” At the end of this work, the protagonist knocks the glass eye out of one villain and induces another to have a bowel movement in his pants. The protagonist of this work was partially inspired by Eddie Waitkus, who was shot in 1949 by Ruth Ann Steinhagen. FTP, name this work by Bernard Malamud about a player for the New York Knights named Roy Hobbs.

ANSWER: The Natural
13. The town of Redwater, Texas, was originally named after this man. In Elmer Gantry, Gantry’s first sermon is based on one of this man’s works, specifically an essay that begins “Life is the only bow on life’s dark cloud,” while this man also notably dubbed James G. Blaine the “Plumed Knight” at the 1876 Republican Convention. The author of Some Mistakes of Moses, FTP, name this man, noted for being one of the great agnostics and freethinkers of the nineteenth century.

ANSWER: Robert Ingersoll 
14. One scene in this work sees characters going to Maude’s Roadside Retreat, where a crazy party involving Shriners takes place. A character in this work asks “How could any family be half as fortunate as we?” in the song “Hymn for a Sunday Evening.” Featuring such lines as “What’s the story, morning glory?” and “What’s the matter with kids these days?”, FTP, name this Stewart/Adams/Strouse  musical about the titular rock star’s effect on a small town.

ANSWER: Bye Bye Birdie
15. A character with this name appeared as the main villain in the five-part premiere story of “Duck Tales,” claiming he has been waiting hundreds of years to obtain a golden treasure. The literary work with this name features an act one finale where characters sing “Bah! Bah!”, while the titular character is impersonated by the viceroy, Don Enrico Medigua. FTP, name this work, an operetta of John Philip Sousa, which shares its name with one of the composer’s famous marces.
ANSWER: El Capitan
16. One of this man’s works is about a girl studying Nazism, whose mentor once had an affair with Henry Kissinger, while another play sees Howard and Judy persecuted by a fascist Western government. Besides Aunt Dan and Lemon and The Designated Mourner, this man starred in a Louis Malle film which sees him having a conversation with a frequent director of his plays. FTP, name this short star of My Dinner With Andre, who also played Vizzini in The Princess Bride.

ANSWER: Wallace Shawn
17. One character in this work is a domesticated orangutan named Joop, while another helped rescue the dog Top from a wild dugong. The wild character Aryton in this work previously appeared in the earlier In Search of the Castaways. The titular location is named after Abraham Lincoln and its most famous denizen is revealed to be the Indian Prince Dakkar. FTP, name this Jules Verne novel set during the Civil War that killed off Captain Nemo.

ANSWER: The Mysterious Island (accept L’lle Mysterieuse)
18. In Two Years Before the Mast, Richard Henry Dana said reading this book was like “a perfect feast.” The titular character was raised by Dummie Dunnaker and eventually discovers his real father is Squire Brandon. Assuming the identity of Captain Lovett, he lives a double life as a highwayman and a gentleman. FTP, name this work famous for its opening line, “It was a dark and stormy night,” an infamous work of purple prose by Edward Bulwer-Lytton.

ANSWER: Paul Clifford 
19. This man was Oscar-nominated for writing the screenplay for the naval film The Cruel Sea, and he criticized the Communists by depicting a show trial in Judgment on Deltchev. This man created the Turkish security agent, Colonel Haki, who appeared in such novels as Journey Into Fear, as well as in his best known work. FTP, name this mystery author best known for a work about an author becoming entangled with the criminal Makropoulos, The Mask of Dimitrios.

ANSWER: Eric Ambler
20. A 1958 film adaptation of this work featured such future TV stars as Jack Lord, Tina Louise, and Michael Landon. That film opened with the character Pluto Swint working a pump for a woman in an outdoor bathtub. One character recruits the albino Dave Dawson in order to basically serve as a human divining rod, while male characters lust after Darling Jill and Griselda. FTP, name this work about Ty Ty digging for gold on his property, a notoriously racy book by Erskine Caldwell.

ANSWER: God’s Little Acre
21. A TV series based on this work starred Scoey Mitchell and Tracy Reed, giving an all-black spin on the original play. Besides the four major parts, the only other characters are that of a delivery man and a telephone man. The female lead attempts to set up her mother with neighbor Victor Velasco, while her husband is irritated with climbing six flights of stairs to the apartment. FTP, name this Neil Simon comedy about impulsive Corie and her inhibited husband Paul.

ANSWER: Barefoot in the Park
22. One character with this name was the nerd on Henry Morgan’s radio show.”In Superman #126, Superman wears a mask resembling this character to fool Lois Lane, and one story in “Peanuts” saw Charlie Brown view this character instead of the sun rising. This character shares his name with a longtime 20th Century Fox composer. FTP, name this character noted for his gap tooth and jug ears and his catch phrase “What—me worry?”, the cover character on MAD magazine.

ANSWER: Alfred E. Neuman (accept either, accept Melvin Haney, either part—there are a number of other joke names but those are the major ones)
23. In order to research youth gangs, this man joined a Brooklyn gang under the alias “Cheech Beldone.” One of his works tells the story of Vic and his companion Blood, while in another, the computer AM tortures the last survivors on Earth. FTP, name this sci-fi author of an episode of Star Trek featuring time travel and Edith Keeler entitled “City on the Edge of Forever,” as well as the books I Have No Mouth and Must Scream, A Boy and His Dog, noted for being a real dick.

ANSWER: Harlan Ellison
24. This author wrote an autobiographical study about reading one hundred books in Thirteen Ways of Looking at the Novel.  She wrote about the denizens of the titular Midwestern university, including Chairman X and a pig named Earl Butz, in her work Moo, while her best known work focuses on aging farmer Larry Cook and his three daughters. FTP, name this author who won the 1992 Pulitzer Prize for Fiction by adapting King Lear to an Iowa farm in A Thousand Acres.

ANSWER: Jane Smiley
25. One of this writer’s acquaintances is a boy named Frank Flynn, who lives in the year 1928. He first appeared when another character was cleaning his basement, and his primary acquaintances are students at Zora Neale Hurston Middle School, including Gaby, Alex, Lennie, and Jamal. While little is known about him, he can travel through time and the Internet. FTP, name this titular character from a PBS TV series, a specter who promoted children’s literacy.

ANSWER: Ghostwriter (WORD!)
26. One movie based on this man’s works features the character of Dr. Desmond Forrest Oates. Another has the incompetent Principal Gold as well as a school’s soccer team. Yet another film based on this man’s works has the sex-obsessed Ms. Perky and climaxes with the reading of the titular poem. FTP, Get Over It, She’s the Man, and 10 Things I Hate About You are all examples of youth-oriented films based on what dude who wrote a lot of plays, including Hamlet?

ANSWER: William Shakespeare (accept The Bard)
