Minnesota Open Lit: It’s Literature, By Jingo!

PACKET ONE

1. An offstage character named Goodman in this work is described as a “Hebrew hermaphrodite,” while another character is obsessed with wearing “Devil’s Kiss” lipstick. The character of Janice boils the skin off a dead cat in order to obtain its skeleton, and the climax involves the killing of a pet rabbit, Peter. Featuring the sisters Ruth and Tillie and their insane mother, FTP, name this work which describes Tillie’s titular science fair experiment, a play by Paul Zindel.


ANSWER: The Effect of Gamma Rays on Man-in the-Moon Marigolds
2. One character in this work forms an Epileptic Awareness publication and eventually becomes paralyzed after suffering a seizure while driving. The titular character of this work idolizes the so-called “Boy Wonder,” Jerry Dingleman, and goes into business with blacklisted filmmaker Peter John Friar to make avant-garde bar mitzvah films. Set in 1940’s Montreal, FTP, name this work about a young Jew’s ruthless rise to the top by Mordecai Richler.


ANSWER: The Apprenticeship of Duddy Kravitz 
3. This author created the cowardly spy Boysie Oakes in a series of novels beginning with The Liquidator. He also created such villains as ex-Nazi Count Konrad von Gloda and the one-breasted, python-loving Nena Bismaquer in novels like Icebreaker and For Special Services after reviving the James Bond series with Licence Renewed. FTP, name this author who shares his name with the author of Mickelsson’s Ghosts, who inverted the Beowulf legend in his novel Grendel.

ANSWER: John Gardner
4. One scene in this work is set at a sanitarium for rich hypochondriacs run by Doctor Downward, where the titular character is in danger of being gassed to death. The titular character is a friend of the priest Decimus Brock and battles the nefarious Cuban villain Manuel and Manuel’s ex-wife Lydia Gwilt. FTP, name this work about cousins with the same name, although one uses the alias “Ozias Midwinter,” a serialized, semi-epistolary novel by Wilkie Collins.

ANSWER: Armadale
5. This man’s customary signature was the pun “Noch vaster,” which suggests his increasing steadfastness over time. One of his poems describes the “noblest spot of earth,” listing such fish as the unnamed “elevens,” “twelves,” and “thirteens.” Another work urges people to settle on the “second Amazon” near the Swanendael. FTP, name this poet who wrote verses praising his country’s New World settlements like “The Praise of New Netherland.”

ANSWER: Jacob Steendam
6. A 1980 film is entitled [This Author] in Manhattan and details the attempts of rival stage companies to put on this author’s dramatic adaptation of Sir Charles Grandison. This author’s name was appended to a 1998 comedy film also known as Mafia! A 2004 work by Karen Joy Fowler features Bernadette and Prudie, members of a book club for this author, who had an affair with Tom Lefroy in a movie starring Anne Hathaway. FTP, name this author of Emma.

ANSWER: Jane Austen
7. One character in this work appeared in a series of historical novels by George MacDonald Fraser, which were set during various English wars abroad. Besides that character, the odious Flashman, supporting characters include both the dishonest Harry East and the moral George Arthur. The story begins with the titular character arriving at Rugby, where he is continually bullied. FTP, name this moralistic work by Thomas Hughes about the titular young character’s education.

ANSWER: Tom Brown’s School Days
8. This man’s experiences teaching in South Carolina were portrayed on film in a 1974 movie starring Jon Voight. He described his collegiate career playing point guard in the memoir My Losing Season, and drew upon his family’s military nature in a work focusing on Lt. Colonel Bull Meecham entitled The Great Santini. His best known work explores the dysfunctional family of Tom Wingo, who was raped as a child. FTP, name this author of a work adapted into a film by Barbra Streisand, The Prince of Tides.

ANSWER: Pat Conroy
9. This work was adapted into a 1967 musical which added scenes at a skating rink and was named Sherry!  Near the end, the titular character recognizes another character to be an infamous axe murderess named Harriet Sedley. This work includes such characters as an entertainer named Banjo, who was based on Harpo Marx, while the titular character was based on critic Alexander Woollcott. FTP, name this Kaufman and Hart comedy about the tyrannical Sheridan Whiteside.

ANSWER: The Man Who Came to Dinner
10. In this character’s first appearance, he goes to Florida in the winter, where he avoids alligators and discovers gold. He has appeared in such books as [This Character] and the Baseball Team from Mars and [This Character] and Simon the Dictator, referring to the rat Simon. Usually accompanied by his friends Jinx and Mrs. Wiggins, this character lives on a farm run by Mr. and Mrs. Bean. FTP, name this children’s favorite created by Walter Brooks, a very smart pig. 

ANSWER: Freddy the Pig
11. This author once played an acquaintance of Philip Marlowe named Terry Lennox in Robert Altman’s version of The Long Goodbye. His ex-wife Bobbie was one of the authors of the unflattering memoir Home Games. He wrote the memoir I’m Glad You Didn’t Take It Personally, and chronicled his efforts trying to save Wahconah Park in Foul Ball. FTP, name this author who described playing for the Seattle Pilots in the infamous tell-all baseball book Ball Four.

ANSWER: Jim Bouton 
12. This work is referenced in T.S. Eliot’s “Lines to a Yorkshire Terrier” in the line about the arrival of undertakers. George Bernard Shaw wrote a 1937 play “refinishing” this play, while other lines from this work appear throughout Mrs. Dalloway, as Clarissa muses on the lines “Fear no more the heat o’ the sun, nor the furious winter’s rages.” Featuring the lovers Posthumus and Imogen, FTP, name this Shakespeare work about an ancient king of Britain.

ANSWER: Cymbeline
13. One character in this work is the director of Saro University, while another is a man named Latimer who breaks the university’s cameras. A religious group in this work utilizes the Book of Revelations, which proclaims a major event happens every 2,050 years, while a research experiment involves covering a building with black velvet. FTP, name this work about the planet Lagash’s first recorded bout of universal darkness, which prompts worldwide madness, a classic sci-fi story by Isaac Asimov.

ANSWER: Nightfall
14. At one point in this work the author suggests the reader ask clerks to “make a brief memorandum…concerning the life of Correggio.” The author of this work founded a community called the Roycrofters and died on the Lusitania. The work specifically praises a “fellow by the name of Rowan,” who is handpicked by President McKinley. FTP, name this 1899 inspirational essay by Elbert Hubbard about the delivery of the titular wartime missive to a Spaniard. 

ANSWER: A Message to Garcia
15. This character first appears moving the protagonist’s car away from a fire while she is busy looking at a Swedish diary. A student at Emerson College, he is a member of a fraternity with Burt Eddleston and Dave Evans. He eventually proposes to the protagonist in the book Till Death Do Us Part, while readers could vote on the relationship in New Lives, New Loves. First appearing in The Clue in the Diary, FTP, name this boyfriend of a super sleuth supposedly created by Carolyn Keene, Nancy Drew.

ANSWER: Ned Nickerson (accept either)
16. The author of this work originally titled it The Transgressor, but abandoned it for a while after suffering a nervous breakdown. The author of this work told Claude Bowers he “overdrew” the titular character, who ends the work by adopting the orphans Rose Perpetua and Henry Stover after her daughter, Vesta, dies of typhoid. Featuring the titular character impregnated by Senator Brander, FTP, name this work about a poor young girl, written by Theodore Dreiser.
ANSWER: Jennie Gerhardt
17. This author’s only work of fiction is about a whiz kid who creates a game that stimulates the pleasure center. Besides Kipper’s Game, this writer once argued that Montel Williams served as instruments of middle-class values in the essay “In Defense of Talk Shows.” This author described “collective joy” at concerts in her book Dancing in the Streets, but is best known for describing the American working poor. FTP, name this author of Nickel and Dimed.
ANSWER: Barbara Ehrenreich
18. This author was listed in the Guinness Book for producing the shortest work within his genre, which consisted of the word “No.” He was once sued by Billy Gray, after he claimed that Gray was a heroin pusher. The guest star on the MST3K episode “Gorgo,” this man wrote The Great American Broadcast to honor old radio, but is better known for his work on “Entertainment Tonight.” FTP, name this bearded movie critic who produces an annual review guide with short capsule summaries.
ANSWER: Leonard Maltin
19. This poem describes a location where “surly Charons make their annual trip” and where “Nature’s plagues abound, to fret and tease.” Beginning with an epigraph from The Merchant of Venice that notes “affections dark as Erebus,” this work notes how “Angola’s natives” are “scourged by ruffian hands,” a reference to the hellish state of the titular character’s slaves. FTP, name this Philip Freneau poem addressed to a sugar planter and not a buffoonish character from Twelfth Night.

ANSWER: “To Sir Toby”
20. One character in this play “always chooses the Derringer” because he’s “for History as it Used to Be,” while a common line in the first act is “little ringing in the ears. Slight deafness.” The second act of this play involves a search for wonders undertaken by Lucy and her son, Brazil, while the first features the Foundling Father being continually shot by paying participants. FTP, name this surrealistic Suzan-Lori Parks work where Abraham Lincoln’s assassination is reenacted over and over.

ANSWER: The America Play 
21. One of this author’s more succinct works suggests the building of a “nuclear reactor for fun.” After his first published work, which occurred in the middle of a work mocking Michigan, this author was labeled an “ill-bred and ill-educated imposter.” In one work, he theorized how social hierarchy effects were related to enjoyment of a certain activity. FTP, name this author who also analogized quiz bowl as a “circle-jerk,” a controversial Minnesota quizbowler.

ANSWER: Tom Soderholm (accept Ulric Neisser, either part, accept Sepia Officialis, either part, accept the phonetic spelling of T-O-M-S-O-D-E-R-H-O-L-M)
22. One television show with this name aired the episode “A Lion Walks Among Us,” which prompted a Senate investigation for its violence. A film with this name features a famously inept rendition of “That Old Black Magic” sung at a Phoenix cafe. A play with this name includes Sheriff Will Masters and waitress Elma and takes place during a snowstorm. FTP, name this play featuring cowboy Bo and his love Cherie, a William Inge work, which also names a Hollies song. 
ANSWER: Bus Stop
23. At one point in this story, a character decides to “fire de big gun,” which destroys an abandoned store and a sugar mill. The main protagonist is Holroyd, who accompanies Captain Gerilleau on the gunboat Benjamin Constant. The unnamed narrator concludes that the titular characters will discover Europe in 1950 or 1960. Noted for their use of poison, the titular characters seek to drive all humans out of South America. FTP, name this story by H.G. Wells about killer insects.

ANSWER: Empire  of the Ants
24. One incident in this work involves a marriage that only lasted ten days, with the husband eventually being thrown in jail. Denizens of the titular location include Stumpy MacPhail, while the climax involves a hunchback jumping on the back of his masculine cousin. Ending with a fight between Max and his ex-wife, Amelia, over the attention of Cousin Lymon, FTP, name this Carson McCullers story, later dramatized by Edward Albee, about the titular dreary restaurant.

ANSWER: The Ballad of the Sad Café 
25. This author’s writings in Sports Illustrated about the travails of an old-line country club were collected in the book Life at Happy Knoll. One of his books is about famous Newburyport eccentric Timothy Dexter and he also created the Japanese secret agent Mr. Moto. In this author’s most famous book, the titular character writes letters about the futility of his upper-class Boston Brahmin existence. FTP, name this author of The Late George Apley.

ANSWER: John P. Marquand 
26. Besides Robert Coover and Karl Popper, this man is the first author whose name is mentioned in the original “Quizbowl Book Club” thread. This author has been sued by event planner Anthony DiMeo III and by the former Miss Vermont, Katy Johnson. A graduate of the University of Chicago, this author’s most notable work includes such stories as “My Key West Trip” and “She Won’t Take No for an Answer.” FTP, name this “fratire” author of the book I Hope They Serve Beer in Hell.

ANSWER: Tucker Max
