Minnesota Open Lit: It’s Literature, By Jingo!

PACKET TWO

1. One character in this work makes such wonderful corn muffins that she wins the affections of the main protagonist, prompting another character to ruefully sing “I Was the Most Beautiful Blossom.” A major conflict near the end of this work revolves around a French ambassador demanding that a baby be handed over to his country. Featuring the inept Alexander Throttlebottom, FTP, name this Gershwin musical about President John Wintergreen.

ANSWER: Of Thee I Sing
2. The foreign leader satirized in this book struck back by producing a pamphlet entitled [This Work’s Author] Demasque Finally Exposed. One character in this work ran for the presidency on the vegetarian ticket in 1948, while another character manages the Hotel Trianon. The action begins on the ship Medea, where we meet Mr. Brown, Mr. Smith, and the British “Major” Jones. FTP, name this Graham Greene work set in Duvalier’s Haiti, which sports a “humorous” title.

ANSWER: The Comedians
3. This man once tried out for the New York Giants baseball team, but injured his arm during spring training in 1913. He was the first nationally ranked handball player in New York, and in 1920 he covered the Antwerp Olympics. He created a stir in 1929 when he pointed out America had no national anthem, and his most famous publication was originally titled Champs and Chumps. FTP, name the founder of the Odditorium and writer of the feature “Believe It—or Not!”

ANSWER: Robert Ripley
4. This man adapted The Bride Comes to Yellow Sky for a segment in the movie Face to Face and wrote the screenplay for a movie depicting Willa Harper’s murder by her husband, Harry Powell. Besides The Night of the Hunter, this man wrote the script for a film featuring the missionary Rose Sayer and ship captain Charlie Allnut, The African Queen. His best known book was turned into a film called All the Way Home featuring Robert Preston as Jay Follet. FTP, name this author of A Death in the Family.

ANSWER: James Agee
5. One scene in this work features an owl hooting five times, which is a prophecy for the number of days a certain character has left to live. The protagonist is later informed by his wife that an astrological prophecy predicts death unless he divorces. After winning the battle of Brentwood Hill, the protagonist achieves the titular honor before he is finally killed by his wife, Agrippinilla. FTP, name this Robert Graves work, the second work about a certain Roman emperor. 

ANSWER: Claudius the God (do not accept I, Claudius)
6. The protagonist of this work cannot concentrate enough to read Anna Karenina and instead reads comic books. While attending Stoddard College, the protagonist meets Dorothy Kingship, whom he impregnates and then later kills, along with her sister, Ellen. Adapted into a 1991 movie starring Matt Dillon and featuring Sean Young as both sisters, FTP, name this work about the charming psychopath Bud Corliss, an early novel by Ira Levin.

ANSWER: A Kiss Before Dying
7. The literary and arts journal at the University of Wyoming is named for this man. He described his acquaintance with a president in Roosevelt: The Story of a Friendship, written about the man he dedicated his best known work to. In that work, this author wrote the famous line “When you call me that, SMILE,” spoken by the titular character after he is called a son of a bitch. FTP, name this western author who fictionalized the Johnson County War in The Virginian.

ANSWER: Owen Wister
8. This author wrote a work about Tony Gillingham’s investigation of the locked-room murder of Robert Ablett. Raymond Chandler, in “The Simple Art of Murder,” called that work by this author “agreeable” and “amusing,” but broke down seven illogical flaws with this author’s work. Besides The Red House Mystery, this author wrote a series of nursery rhymes called Now We Are Six and When We Were Very Young. FTP, name this creator of honey-addicted Winnie the Pooh.

ANSWER: A.A. Milne (accept The Red House Mystery until mentioned)
9. A check for a thousand pounds in this work is determined to be worthless when it is revealed the signer inadvertently wrote his name as “Charlie Chaplin.” Another character causes a stir when she leaves 10 Downing Street in a grass skirt, causing Mr. Outrage to become the new Prime Minister. Featuring Agatha Runcible, who dies in an auto race, FTP, name this Evelyn Waugh novel about the wasteful post WWI generation dubbed the “Bright Young People.”

ANSWER: Vile Bodies
10. This author described growing up in Minneapolis and Seattle in the memoir Memories of a Catholic Girlhood. This writer famously said that every word her rival wrote was a lie, including “and” and “the,” and that rivalry was fictionalized in Nora Ephron’s play Imaginary Friends. Besides feuding with Lillian Hellman, this author’s best known work describes eight graduates from Vassar College. FTP, name this wife of Edmund Wilson and author of The Group.

ANSWER: Mary McCarthy
11. A character in this work frequently carries around a pamphlet written by D.D. Vanderbilt entitled Forward America! One character breaks up with Lydia after she breaks a date to take her child to an emergency room. A crucial plot point in this work is the titular characters guest starring on I Love Lucy as Ricky Ricardo’s cousins. FTP, name this Oscar Hijuelos work about Nestor and Cesar Castillo, Latin musicians who specialize in playing certain amorous ballads.

ANSWER: The Mambo Kings Play Songs of Love
12. Because of its use of child labor, authorities, including D.A. Joab Banton, attempted to prevent this play’s performance in New York. One scene in this play features a tenor singing “I wish that I’d never been born.” This play opens with characters playing marbles, with one child called “Painty Face,” and ends with Jim vowing to play marbles “right up to the gates of Heaven” with his wife, Ella. FTP, name this Eugene O’Neill play about interracial marriage.

ANSWER: All God’s Chillun Got Wings
13. In Randall Jarrell’s poem “90 North,” he says “people work and suffer for the end that crowns the pain” in this place. Erwin Rommel once referred to this place while decrying the concept of the Atlantic Wall. At the beginning of the Radiohead song “Like Spinning Plates,” the speaker says he is living in this place. FTP, name this location planned as an ideal city by Pisthetairos and Euelpides in The Birds, whose comical name now refers to a “dream world.” 

ANSWER: Cloud-Cuckoo Land (accept Nephelokokkygia or Wolkenkuckucksheim)
14. This man carries a screenwriting credit for the western Stand Up and Fight and the swashbuckler Gypsy Wildcat. One of his works features the titular character sparring with her daughter, Veda, while another sees murderous insurance agent Walter Huff. In his best known work, Frank Chambers murder Nick Papadakis with the help of Nick’s wife, Cora. FTP, name this noir author of the works Mildred Pierce, Double Indemnity, and The Postman Always Rings Twice. 

ANSWER: James M. Cain
15. One character in this work used to be married to Bernice under the name of John Stockton, but eventually gives it up and gets a job varnishing automobile wheels. A supporting character is the carefree Sponge Martin, while at the end of this work, a character brandishes a revolver but is unable to kill himself or Bruce Dudley, who stole his wife Aline. FTP, name this Sherwood Anderson work which occasionally features the titular displays of mirth from black workers.

ANSWER: Dark Laughter
16. In his most recent book, this author features a character named Charlie, who attempts to restrain the protagonist. The protagonist is enraged when a dog named Akita seems to recognize another character.  One of his earlier books is subtitled My Response to Your Letters, Your Messages, Your Questions, while his most recent book features an afterword by Dominick Dunne. FTP, name this dude who wrote If I Did It, an acquitted murderer nicknamed “Juice.”

ANSWER: O.J. Simpson (accept the Juice until mentioned)
17. The full title of this author’s most famous work quotes Deuteronomy 32:39. That work closes with this author’s urging to “stand still and see the salvation of the Lord” after noting that God has “had His time to scourge and chasten me.” This author was granted an annuity by the town of Wethersfield, Connecticut, after her husband died. FTP, name this author who described being taken by “ravenous beasts” in a famous captivity narrative published in 1682.

ANSWER: Mary Rowlandson 
18. Amiri Baraka wrote a play where this man ends up screaming like a hysterical child after he is betrayed by his associate. Besides J-E-L-L-O, this man is mentioned in the play Death of a Salesman, when Howard is demonstrating his “terrific machine.” This man was set to star in Neil Simon’s The Sunshine Boys, but was replaced by friend George Burns after his death. FTP, name this comedian, noted for being cheap and a bad violin player, a longtime star of radio.

ANSWER: Jack Benny (accept Benjamin Kubelsky)
19. He wrote a description of Judaism in his non-fiction This is My God. In one of this man’s works, a coal trucker becomes an author and another describes the fictional island of Amerigo. Besides Youngblood Hawke and Don’t Stop the Carnival, he wrote a work about a girl who attends Hunter College and eventually marries Milton Schwartz and a work about Navy man Pug Henry. FTP, name this NAQT favorite author, who wrote Marjorie Morningstar and The Winds of War.

ANSWER: Herman Wouk
20. Detective Comics #853 featured a homage to this work while relating the supposed “death” of Batman. In 2005, copies of this work were digitally altered to remove a cigarette seen in a photograph of its illustrator, prompting a sarcastic editorial calling for the removal of a bowl of mush, knitting needles, and a balloon as well. Written by the creators of The Runaway Bunny, FTP, name this children’s book by Margaret Wise Brown about a nighttime ritual.

ANSWER: Goodnight, Moon
21. One member of this group is a talented ballet dancer who was once offered the chance to train under David Brailsford. Another member of this group has a twin named Anna and is allergic to milk and tomatoes. One former member of this group moved to California to be with family, while another transferred to a Massachusetts boarding school. FTP, Kristy, Claudia, Stacey, and Mary Anne were the first members of what kid-lit group created by Ann M. Martin?

ANSWER: Baby-Sitters Club (accept BSC)
22. This man was once cuckolded by Bill Haydon and his final appearance comes when he is chairing the “Fishing Rights Committee” in the book The Secret Pilgrim. This man’s wife, Lady Ann Sercombe, gave him a lighter that was stolen by his nemesis, a man known only as Karla. First appearing in Call for the Dead, this man’s most notable appearance comes in Tinker, Tailor, Soldier, Spy. FTP, name this “Circus” agent, a spy created by John le Carré.

ANSWER: George Smiley (accept either)
23. One character in this work is the fashionable society painter, Claude Walsingham Popple, who paints the protagonist, who is also served by the manicurist and masseuse Mrs. Heeny. The protagonist married Elmer Moffat while in Apex, but ends the work by marrying him again, having been married to Ralph Marvell and Raymond De Chelle in the interim. FTP, name this Edith Wharton work about Undine Spragg’s attempt to rise in New York society.

ANSWER: The Custom of the Country
24. This man’s father, Sorin, was actually a homosexual, and his surrogate “aunt” is a woman named Viv Ivins. One of this man’s trusted advisors is Leon Fortunato, and he was once stabbed by an Israeli named Chaim Rosenzweig. Eventually constructing golden statues of himself and guillotining those who refused to bow before them, he is defeated in Glorious Appearing. FTP, name this Romanian who becomes the Antichrist in the Left Behind series of books.

ANSWER: Nicolae Carpathia (accept either, prompt on the Antichrist)
25. The authors of this work once appeared on “The David Frost Show” and were introduced to the tune of “A Pretty Girl is Like a Melody.” The idea for this book originated from Newsday columnist Mike McGrady, and the main character of this work hosts a radio show with her husband Billy. Set in Long Island and written by 24 writers in total under the alias “Penelope Ashe,” FTP, name this infamous book with nonstop sex, written to parody vulgar literature.

ANSWER: Naked Came the Stranger
26. This author wrote about the family of movie mogul Sam Pearlstein and about a woman inadvertently marrying her own illegitimate son in the books His Little Women and Emmeline. She also penned the story of psychiatrist Lulu Shinefeld and her patient Dawn in August, but her best known work was inspired by the murder of schoolteacher Roseann Quinn. FTP, name this author who wrote a cautionary book about the singles scene, Looking for Mr. Goodbar.

ANSWER: Judith Rossner
