Minnesota Open Lit: It’s Literature, By Jingo!
PACKET SEVEN

1. One crucial event in this novel involves the shooting of a mule that refuses to move from the road. An Atlantic Monthly article advocating “Supremacy by Stealth” called for American soldiers to emulate the protagonist of this novel. The end of this work features the protagonist being relieved from duty, but not before Joppolo has helped the people obtain the titular symbol of unity. FTP, name this John Hersey novel about the American occupation of an Italian town.

ANSWER: A Bell for Adano
2. This novel was adapted with a completely different protagonist in the B-film The Falcon Takes Over. A vicious cop who beats the protagonist in this work is named “Hemingway,” and the action begins when a bouncer is killed at a black bar. Ending when Mrs. Grayle, alias Velma, kills herself, after previously killing her ex-boyfriend Moose Malloy, FTP, name this Raymond Chandler novel, the follow-up to The Big Sleep and the second to feature Philip Marlowe.

ANSWER: Farewell, My Lovely
3. Near the beginning of this story, the protagonist is mocked, leading him to muse that “even the barber’s boys laugh at you.” He continually asks a question about the titular character, but eventually asks the way to the ferry instead. This story climaxes with what appears to be “prodigious merrymaking,” but eventually turns out to be the titular character tarred and feathered. FTP, name this Hawthorne story about Robin’s search for his disgraced relative.

ANSWER: “My Kinsman, Major Molineux”
4. The narrator of this work engages in “pantomime for the 21st century” in one scene, and the work concludes with the epigraph “Never again the twain shall meet.” The narrator describes himself as a gentleman and notably informs his mother he does not need a ride to college. The narrator describes the author as a “little midget,” and himself as a “backseat scoring champion.” FTP, name this satire written by Charles Meigs about a certain Maryland quizbowler.

ANSWER: “Diary of Chris Ray”
5. This man threatened legal action against Graham Greene after believing he was parodied in Greene’s Stamboul Train.  This author wrote the horror comedy Benighted and a play about Robert and Freda’ s tragic dinner party Dangerous Corner. In one of his works, the Birlings are interrogated by the titular character about a suicide that has not yet occurred. FTP, name this author who frequently experimented with time in works like An Inspector Calls.

ANSWER: J.B. Priestley
6. This man’s college dissertation was on rising sap, in which he argued that physical forces could not explain the vertical transport of fluids within vascular plants. This man’s best known work rails against the “lie” that “all races are equally gifted,” and he wrote both a commentary on Lohengrin and a biography of his father-in-law, Richard Wagner. FTP, name this man who inspired the Nazis with his pimping of the Aryans in The Foundations of the Nineteenth Century.

ANSWER: Houston Stewart Chamberlain
7. One character in this work is the star of the movie Devils’ Deputy named Vee Tracy, who is hired to keep the protagonist busy by Vernon Roscoe. Another character spent time in Siberia and says the Communist slogan before dying, although it is falsely reported he converted to Christianity. Featuring the free thinking Paul Watkins and his friend Bunny, FTP, name this work satirizing the titular industry by Upton Sinclair, loosely adapted into the film There Will Be Blood.

ANSWER: Oil!
8. The protagonist notes that the titular character rewards the profligate with “rich charity,” although all who know him end up cursed. At one point in this work, the protagonist is in Greece and romances Ianthe, and shortly after, the titular character is shot by bandits and makes the protagonist promise to keep his death a secret. Ending when the titular character kills Aubrey’s sister, FTP, name this story about the sinister Lord Ruthven, a horror story by John Polidori.

ANSWER: The Vampyre
9. This work features illustrations from a Vanity Fair cartoonist named Miguel Covarrubias. This work was produced with funding from the wealthy Charlotte Osgood Mason. The first half of the book features such chapters as “John and the Frog,” while the second half features a large section on Marie Leveau. Divided into “Folklore” and “Hoodoo,” and featuring a prologue by Franz Boas, FTP, name this Zora Neale Hurston work collecting African-American folk culture.

ANSWER: Mules and Men
10. This author was accused of plagiarizing the story “Mrs. Adis” for her story about Annie Poole sheltering Jim Hammer entitled “Sanctuary.” This author worked as a children’s librarian in Manhattan before writing a work which ends when Clare Kendry falls out of a window, possibly after being pushed by Irene Redfield. Another of her works describes Helga Crane, who has a Danish mother and a black father. FTP, name this author of the novels Passing and Quicksand. ANSWER: Nella Larsen
11. One character in this work is Edgar Quisenberry, who eventually commits suicide. The president in this work is Josephine Vanbruuker-Brown, who gives an order regarding martial law.  A key decision by Mark Bragg results in a crucial ninety-five seconds needed after the destruction of such cities as Miami and Tampa. FTP, Fort Repose is the setting of what post-apocalyptic work by Pat Frank, which takes its name from a judgment in Revelation 18?

ANSWER: Alas, Babylon
12. This story is referenced in the Kipling story “In the House of Suddhoo,” when the narrator tries to describe the horror of hearing a ghostly voice. The titular character has translated “Gargantua” into Polish and is dying of “phthisis.” The narrator asks the titular character if he is asleep or feels pain. Ending when the titular character crumbles into putrescence, FTP, name this Edgar Allan Poe story about a man hypnotized at the moment of death.

ANSWER: “The Facts in the Case of M. Valdemar” (accept “Facts in M. Valdemar’s Case” or “The Last Days of M. Valdemar” or “Mesmerism in Articulo Mortis”)
13. During the 2008-09 season, Brad Childress recounted this work to the Vikings, but mistook the author to be George Orwell. After describing the titular image, this work goes on to recount stories in California, Pennsylvania, and Massachusetts, including that of Sutter’s mill and the oil at Titusville. Featuring the famous line “It is your duty to get rich” and beginning with a story about Ali Hafed’s search for treasure, FTP, name this Russell Conwell speech about finding riches in our own backyards.

ANSWER:  “Acres of Diamonds”
14. This man wrote the autobiography Over Open Sights and some of his collaborators include radio director Saul Goldman and personal secretary Lulu Mattox. This man was temporarily discredited after the assassination of Wade Hampton V, but eventually launched Operation Blackbeard and destroyed Philadelphia with an atomic bomb. FTP, name this fictional head of the Confederate States, the Hitler analogue in Harry Turtledove’s Timeline-191 series.

ANSWER: Jake Featherston (accept either)
15. This author wrote a book about the mischievous Gus, who causes cars to crash and harasses a hot dog man, as well as his wary owl friend. Besides Sam and the Firefly, this man wrote a work that climaxes with a character trapped in a mechanical shovel and another that features a surrealistic cover of a scarf-wearing canine driving a car. FTP, name this author, frequently confused with Dr. Seuss, who wrote Are You My Mother? and Go, Dog, Go!
ANSWER: P.D. Eastman 

16. A 1969 musical adaptation of this work saw one character die during a V-2 bombing and featured the song “You and I,” sung by Petula Clark. At one point in this work, the titular character makes fun of the name and ancestry of “Isaacstein.” Based on a man named W.H. Balgarnie, the titular character ends this work by noting he had “thousands” of children, “all boys.” FTP, name this work about Brookfield’s best-loved teacher by James Hilton.

ANSWER: Goodbye, Mr. Chips
17. In The Story of My Life, Helen Keller says that this work was the first book of consequence she read understandingly and ascribes her interest in books to this work. Donald Duck’s middle name is a reference to this work, which tells the story of Cedric Errol, who helps to teach social justice to his grandfather, the Earl of Dorincourt. FTP, name this children’s novel by Frances Hodgson Burnett, whose titular character set a fashion trend for formal children’s wear.

ANSWER: Little Lord Fauntleroy
18. This author wrote a biography of General Joseph Stilwell’s work in China, and also examined notable government blunders in the book A March of Folly. This author’s eponymous law claims that “the fact of being reported multiplies the apparent extent of any deplorable development five to tenfold” and was coined for an examination of European history, A Distant Mirror. FTP, name this historian best known for analyzing the buildup to WWI in The Guns of August.

ANSWER: Barbara Tuchman
19. This author described talent agent Jerry Wexler and former would-be dancer Enid Pollack in his semi-autobiographical The Floating Light Bulb. In another work, a New Jersey family becomes trapped in an embassy beyond the Iron Curtain after taking illegal photos. Besides Don’t Drink the Water, he wrote a play where Allan Felix receives romantic advice from Humphrey Bogart’s ghost. FTP, name this author of Play It Again, Sam, who also directed the movie Annie Hall.

ANSWER: Woody Allen
20. Two characters in this work are called “The Stars and Stripes” because “they were always getting swished.” The titular character uses such pseudonyms as “Reckless Rupert” and “Jonas the Graveless,” and in one scene, another character uses Pinkerton’s Champion Stain Remover to clean up a bloodstain.  Ultimately, peace is obtained with the help of Virginia Otis. FTP, name this story about a specter named Sir Simon, a work by Oscar Wilde. 

ANSWER: The Canterville Ghost
21. One of this author’s works sees Mrs. Larue and her son forced to work as menials in a diner run by mobster “Poison Eddie,” thanks to the titular witch. Besides Mrs. McThing, her best known work features the protagonist threatened with “Formula 977” before a taxi driver points out that it will turn him into a “normal human being.” FTP, name this author who wrote a play about Veda and her brother Elwood, who sees the gigantic titular rabbit, Harvey.

ANSWER: Mary Chase
22. In his “Ten Rules of Writing,” this man states that “if it sounds like writing, I rewrite it.” This man has inspired such obscure films as Charles Bronson’s Mr. Majestyk and the evangelical satire Touch.  He created a thief from Michigan named Jack Ryan and wrote such westerns as Hombre and 3:10 to Yuma. FTP, name this crime author who wrote The Big Bounce, created marshal Karen Sisco in Out of Sight, and satirized the movie industry in Be Cool and Get Shorty.

ANSWER: Elmore Leonard
23. This author wrote a work featuring the sex change operation of “Queen Supreme,” who turns out to be the brother of the fashion model protagonist, Shannon. In another of his works, Tender Branson narrates his life story to an airplane black box, describing his life as a member of the Creedish Church. Besides Invisible Monsters and Survivor, he is best known for describing Project Mayhem and its leader, Tyler Durden. FTP, name this author of Fight Club.

ANSWER: Chuck Palahniuk
24. A major inspiration for this work was Joe Orlando, although it was primarily put together by Walt Feinberg and Max Shea. The protagonist is obsessed with arriving in Davidstown and upon arriving, he is attacked by and promptly kills two horseback riders before eventually unwittingly attacking his wife. Telling the story of a mariner fleeing the titular vessel, FTP, name this work read by Bernie in the universe of Alan Moore’s graphic novel Watchmen.

ANSWER: Tales of the Black Freighter (accept Marooned)
25. This man wrote some of his early works while working as a night security guard at the Stokely Van Camp Pork and Beans factory. One of his works includes such features as “Mr. Dickens, I’d Like You to Meet” about goofy names and also features the infamous section where he simply wrote “Pass” to describe Jeff Bagwell. FTP, name this author of The Politics of Glory and the Baseball Abstracts, a sabermetrics guru who currently works for the Boston Red Sox.

ANSWER: George William “Bill” James
26. Will Vinton directed a 1985 stop motion animated film depicting this man in a flying machine, while he can be seen as a newspaper editor in the book How Few Remain. Mr. Burns possesses the only existing nude photo of this man, and he also appears in the Next Generation episode “Time’s Arrow,” where he goes into the future. At the end of It’s a Wonderful Life, Clarence gives George a copy of one of this man’s works. FTP, identify this dude who created Huck Finn.

ANSWER: Mark Twain (accept, obviously, Samuel Clemens)
