Minnesota Open Lit: It’s Literature, By Jingo!

PACKET THREE

1. The protagonist resolves himself “into a singular Committee of Ways and Means” at the beginning of this work to solve a problem. At one point, the protagonist says “don’t you want to come and play in my yard?” to a woman while playing the role of a “masher.” The final line in this work is “three months on the island,” a sentence handed down to the protagonist. FTP, name this O. Henry short story about Soapy’s attempts to get put in prison.

ANSWER: “The Cop and the Anthem”
2. One of this man’s works features the villainous real estate agent Compton Dawes. This author featured bee farmer Mr. Andretti in a work that focused on futuristic vacations. One of this man’s characters is Evan Ross, who battles such entities as Cuddles the hamster and Sarabeth the cat. FTP, name this author of Why I’m Afraid of Bees and the four Monster Blood books, who also wrote a billion other Goosebumps entries better than It Came from Beneath the Sink!
ANSWER: R.L. Stine 
3. The titular character wins a prize at school for his Greek oration, and the school claps not because he is eminent “but because he was average.” The protagonist’s grandfather theorizes that God lives in the sun, while Mr. Ducie teaches the protagonist about sex using beach drawings. Eventually, the protagonist begins a relationship with his gamekeeper, Alec Scudder. FTP, name this E.M. Forster work noted for its explicit depiction of homosexuality.

ANSWER: Maurice
4. The creator of this character was married to the first American woman to win an Olympic gold medal, the golfer Margaret Abbott. He appeared in a collection of works entitled [This Character] in Peace and War and was noted for coining the phrase “the newspaper comforts the afflicted and afflicts the comfortable,” as well as gingerly noting that “politics ain’t beanbag.” FTP, name this creation of Finley Peter Dunne, an Irishman who made fun of politicians.

ANSWER: Mr. Dooley (accept Finley Peter Dunne before mentioned)
5. This character had a relationship with a man named Christian Gorman, who died in a gang incident and came back as a ghost to warn against gang warfare. After eloping with Mike McAllery in Las Vegas, this character later annulled that marriage. As a kid, she was a member of the Unicorn Club, and her friend and rival is Lila Fowler. The sister of Steven, FTP, name this half of the titular Sweet Valley Twins series, the irresponsible sister of Elizabeth Wakefield.

ANSWER: Jessica Wakefield (accept Jessica, prompt on Wakefield until mentioned)
6. In one scene in this work, a character sings a fight song about “Grand Old Ivy” and its team, the Groundhogs. During a 1995 revival of this musical, Walter Cronkite provided an offstage voice, while the original production saw Charles Nelson Reilly as the villainous Bud Frump. FTP, name this Frank Loesser musical about J. Pierrepont Finch, a window cleaner who becomes a business head at World Wide Wickets with the help of the titular book.

ANSWER: How to Succeed in Business Without Really Trying
7. One character in this work keeps a journal where she lists four different types of husbands, but then ends the document by writing “FINIS.” Another character is the grandson of a Civil War Major, who disinherits him for drunkenness.  During World War I, the protagonist has an affair with “Dot” Raycroft, but eventually reconciles with his wife, Gloria. FTP, name this work about the tragic marriage of Anthony Patch, the second novel by F. Scott Fitzgerald.

ANSWER: The Beautiful and Damned
8. This character was eventually revealed to have married fashion photographer Hope Fanshaw in a novel completed by Jill Paton Walsh entitled Thrones, Dominations. After serving in the Rifle Brigade as a sergeant in World War I, he settled in Piccadilly where he dabbles in photography. In Busman’s Honeymoon, he prepares his master for his marriage to Harriet Vane. FTP, name this Dorothy Sayers creation, the devoted servant of Lord Peter Wimsey.

ANSWER: Mervyn Bunter (accept either)
9. The Unabomber sent a copy of this man’s book Ice Brothers to the president of United Airlines to disguise a bomb. One of his works describes dissipated cartoonist Nathan Bond, while another examines former teen lovers Ken and Sylvia and inspired a famous Percy Faith instrumental. Besides A Sense of Values and A Summer Place, he is best known for describing frustrated commuter Tom Rath. FTP, name this author of The Man in the Gray Flannel Suit.

ANSWER: Sloan Wilson
10. The film adaptation of this work avoided having to name the country where it was set by having native characters speak Esperanto. Two characters in this work had an affair in Omaha, while supporting characters include the pacifist Quillery and the munitions manufacturer Achille Weber. This work’s film adaptation featured Clark Gable singing “Puttin’ on the Ritz” while playing vaudevillian Harry Van. FTP, name this Robert Sherwood play set in an Alpine hotel.

ANSWER: Idiot’s Delight
11. One of this man’s books describes the effects of famine and is entitled The Harvest of Sorrow, while another of his works blasted western intellectuals as dupes and harshly criticized Lenin and Stalin. Besides The Great Terror: Stalin’s Purge of the Thirties, this man is best known in quizbowl for appearing in a tossup that also took clues from Scrabble and The Last Chronicle of Barset. FTP, name this historian whose surname was the answer to the “Taco Bell Soap” tossup.

ANSWER: Robert Conquest
12. Supporting characters in this work include Tommy Davis, who acquires a photo painting another character as homosexual.  A villainous character is Fred Van Ackerman, who is the head of a group named COMFORT. Climaxing with the suicide of Brigham Anderson, the defeat of Bob Leffingwell, and the ascension of Harley Hudson to the presidency, FTP, name this work defended as “Pulitzer-winning trash lit” by Ken Jennings, a novel by Allen Drury.

ANSWER: Advise and Consent
13. One character in this work flies a kite shaped like a hawk to scare the local flora and fauna away and is obsessed with opening a chest that once belonged to Dr. Mesmer. This work also features a black servant named Oolanga, who is dragged to his death in the titular location. Featuring Adam Salton’s battle with the nefarious Lady Arabella Marsh, FTP, name this Bram Stoker work in which Lady Arabella is actually an evolved snake-like creature.

ANSWER: The Lair of the White Worm
14. One man with this last name wrote a book about Benedict Arnold’s conspiracy entitled Secret History of the American Revolution. Another man with this last name wrote a verse drama called The Last Days of Lincoln and won the 1940 Pulitzer Prize for his Collected Poems. Another person with this last name was played by Ralph Fiennes in a film entitled Quiz Show. FTP, name this last name of Carl, Mark, and Charles, the latter of which was a notable cheater on the game show “Twenty-One.” 

ANSWER: Van Doren
15. This man once went to the Sargasso Sea to untie the shoe laces of squids. Other occupations for this man have included supervising squads of ragpickers and paperjacks.  This character was named by Corey Ford, and a 2009 contest imagined this man dressed like a New York Met, outfitted like Buddha, and also hanging himself. Possibly based on a drawing of Count D’Orsay, FTP, name this man first glimpsed observing a butterfly, the mascot of the New Yorker.

ANSWER: Eustace Tilley (accept either)
16. One film adaptation of this work features opening narration by Sir Cedric Hardwicke and featured the heroic Dr. Clayton Forrester. Another adaptation of this work sees the slaying of Carl Phillips and the character of Professor Pierson, as played by the director. The villains in this work appeared in the second League of Extraordinary Gentlemen series. FTP, name this work adapted by Steven Spielberg and Orson Welles, a H.G. Wells novel about aliens invading.

ANSWER: The War of the Worlds
17. This work was adapted into a Bing Crosby comedy entitled We’re Not Dressing. Ending at Loam Hall, where Lady Mary prepares to marry Lord Brocklehurst despite her previous affair with the titular character, this work may be based on Ludwig Fulda’s Robinson’s Eiland, about a shipwrecked group that falls under the leadership of a secretary. FTP, identify this play whose titular servant takes his name from a famous Scot polymath, a comedy by J.M. Barrie.

ANSWER: The Admirable Crichton
18. The protagonist of this work describes mosquitoes, saying “they can’t hurt my feelings, for they lay under the skin.” The protagonist runs a farm where beets are confused for “cedar stumps,” while the framing scenes of this story are set on the steamboat “Invincible.” The protagonist describes the titular creature, ultimately concluding he was “unhuntable,” and also promotes his home state as “without a fault.” FTP, name this comical T.B. Thorpe story about a gigantic bruin.

ANSWER: “The Big Bear of Arkansas”
19. This man wrote about a disturbed Marine psychiatrist in Twinkle, Twinkle, “Killer” Kane, which he later reworked as the novel and film The Ninth Configuration. He also wrote a comic spoof about a bumbling U-2 pilot who becomes a football coach in the Arab country Fawzia. Besides John Goldfarb, Please Come Home, he is best known for writing about Lankester Merrin and Damian Karras’ attempts to heal young Regan MacNeil. FTP, name this author of The Exorcist.

ANSWER: William Peter Blatty
20. The author of this work notes near the beginning that he is writing primarily for “purportedly libertarian types,” and at one point he uses the example of “spammers advertising boner pills.” This work references the author’s experiences in Safety Patrol and the author stresses he was not writing to defend Eric Blair. FTP, name this post immediately followed by posts from Ted Kaczynski and Simon Bolivar, a Ryan Westbrook tract defending HSQB forum free speech.

ANSWER: “Treatise on the Enlightened Administration of a Public Forum” (accept “Westbrook’s Treatise” before Westbrook is mentioned)
21. This author created a Korean War veteran who had his sleep center destroyed and was eventually cryogenically frozen. He created a man obsessed with Nero Wolfe, the employer of Chip Harrison. Besides Evan Tanner and Leo Haig, he also created the lonely hit man Keller and the genial burglar Bernie Rhodenbarr, while his most famous character recently appeared in All the Flowers Are Dying. FTP, name this mystery author who created ex-cop Matthew Scudder.

ANSWER: Lawrence Block
22. This author was once engaged to a middleweight boxer named Manny Vasquez, who was killed during a prizefight in Atlantic City. One of her works is entitled Love Hurts and describes the death of a rock star. After her parents were killed in a boating accident, this author inherited millions and proceeded to have a lesbian affair with Beth Garner in college. FTP, name this ice pick-wielding villainess played by Sharon Stone, the femme fatale of the Basic Instinct films.

ANSWER: Catherine Tramell (accept either, accept Catherine Woolf, either part)
23. At one point in this work, the protagonist sadly describes another character as being turned into “a moral speed freak” without her “granny glasses.” That character is also described as being in the state of the 13th Zodiac sign, the “Starfish.” Near the end of this work, the protagonist goes to Disneyland and meets with Selig Mindish, who knew his parents. FTP, name this E.L. Doctorow work about the son of Paul and Rochelle Isaacson, who are based on the Rosenbergs.

ANSWER: The Book of Daniel
24. A fictional example of this group is director of European sales for American Express and is named D. Ray Morton. Another example is the “insane” couple, Bruce and Harriett Nyborg.” An infamous example of this group wouldn’t sign if “fuckin’ Shiva handed him a million dollars,” while the only member of this group to appear in person is James Lingk. FTP, name this group of characters perhaps interested in the real estate offered in a certain David Mamet play.

ANSWER: Clients in Glengarry Glen Ross (accept Leads in Glengarry Glen Ross, accept Characters in Glengarry Glen Ross before “characters” is mentioned, accept any obvious equivalents)
25. This man taught himself Latin and translated the Elegies of Tibullus, which received a scathing review from his friend Tobias Smollett. James Boswell recorded the reaction this man’s most famous work received when read, including a memorable passage about rat damage. This man based that work off of his experiences at St. Christopher, and it is noted for his section “On the Genius of Africa” about slavery. FTP, name this author of the poem The Sugar Cane.

ANSWER: James Grainger
26. Julie Salamon’s book The Devil’s Candy details the making of the film adaptation of this work. At the end of this work, one character condemns the immoral actions of “Abe Weiss, Reginald Bacon, and Peter Fallow of The City Light,” referencing a British journalist, a Bronx DA, and a black minister. FTP, name this work about so-called “Master of the Universe” Sherman McCoy, a novel by Tom Wolfe whose name references the work of Savonarola. 

ANSWER: The Bonfire of the Vanities
