TEASERS


1. In his 1978 book, "The 100: A Ranking of the Most Influential Persons in History," author Michael H. Hart ranked this 17th- century philosopher and mathematician second, behind Mohammed and just ahead of Jesus Christ. For five points, what author of the "Principia" is credited with discovering gravity?


Ans: Sir Isaac NEWTON


2. During his tenure as President, Labor Day was made a federal holiday, the Chinese Exclusion Act was passed and the Pendleton Civil Service Act was enacted to correct the abuses of the spoils system. For five points, name this 21st President of the United States, who succeeded the assassinated James A. Garfield.


Ans: Chester Alan ARTHUR


3. In 1917, he founded a community located twelve miles outside Omaha, Nebraska. His credo became: "There isn't any such thing in the world as a bad boy." For five points, what famous Catholic priest was played by Spencer Tracy in the 1938 film, "Boys Town"?


Ans:Father Edward J. FLANAGAN


(MENTOR's Note: Tracy got an Oscar for that performance.)


4. It has five counties, seven television stations, more than 30 radio stations, 26,000 acres of parks and some 7,000,000 citizens. For five quick points, what city is home to Mayor Edward Koch?


Ans: NEW YORK City


(MENTOR's Note: Each of New York City's five boroughs is a county of New York State.)


5. It's a quick-growing annual of the parsley family, native to southeastern Europe, and is grown for its fruits and leaves. For five points, name this plant whose seeds are frequently used in vinegar and pickles.


Ans: DILL


6. Some think it was an apricot or a pomegranate. Others suppose it to have been an olive. a fig or a grape. In any case, most scholars doubt that it was a temperate-zone fruit like the apple. For five points, where would you have found the fruit of the Biblical tree of knowledge?


Ans:In The GARDEN OF EDEN


7. He is reportedly larger than a football field and ' taller than the Leaning Tower of Pisa. But, for five points, what prehistoric reptile star of numerous movies is known to many as "Gojira"?


Ans: GODZILLA


(MENTOR's Note: "Gojira" is his Japanese name.)


8. In Norway and Denmark it's the krone. In Poland, it's the zloty. For five points, what English word or phrase might describe the rupee, the franc or the dinar?


Ans: CURRENCY Or MONETARY UNITS Or COINS Or MONEY


9. The most influential man in Chinese history, after Mao Zedong. may have been the man who first unified China in the third century B.C. For five points, who was this first emperor of the Ch'in dynasty?


Ans:SHIH HUANG TI


10. In philosophy, it is the simplest unit or substance composing reality, and is usually conceived as being nonphysical and a spiritual atom. Gottfried von Leibniz, the mathematician and philosopher, was the most famous exponent of this doctrine. For five points, identify this basic building block of reality.


Ans: A MONAD


11. Red, Black, White, Rock and Ohio. For a rapid five points, these are all major tributaries of what mighty American river?


Ans:The MISSISSIPPI River


12. In 1987, an American, Dr. Donald Cram, shared the Nobel Prize for chemistry with Jean-Marie Lehn of France and Charles J. Pederson, a former research chemist at the du Pont Company. That year, M.I.T. professor Robert Solow won a Nobel Prize as well--but, for five points, in what field?


Ans: ECONOMICS


13. Red howler, squirrel, night, proboscis, mandrill, spider, macaque and rhesus. For five points. I've just named eight varieties of what mammal?


Ans: The MONKEY


14. He won the Heisman Trophy in 1979 but was a fizzle in the NFL. That is, a fizzle until the Rams traded Eric Dickerson. For five points, what former USC running back resurrected his career in 1987 after this trade?


Ans: Charles WHITE


15. For a quick five points, if my mental age is fifteen and my chronological age is twelve, what is my I.Q. according to the standard Stanford-Binet calculation?


Ans: 125


(NENTOR's Note: I.Q.mental age of 15 / chronological age of 12 X 100.)


16. They invented the concept of zero and their three-symbol system of mathematics allowed them to calculate into the millions. They could predict eclipses and the movements of planets, and they even devised a 365-day calendar. For five points, name this Central- American civilization which, curiously, never used the wheel.


Ans: The MAYA Or MAYAN Civilization


17. In the land of the Ainu you can hear the samisen, eat sashimi or fight with kites. For five points, what Asian nation calls itself Nippon?


Ans: JAPAN


18. When used in diplomacy and statecraft, the word indicates a regent, subordinate or agent invested with full power to act for his or her country in a foreign nation. For five points, can you spell "plenipotentiary"?


Ans-. P L E N I P O T E N T I A R Y


19. In the original cartoons the organist played his theme, which asserted that "he would keep on walking." His namesake kept on flying, not with a magic bag of tricks, but in an airplane. For five points, what cartoon character's namesake won world attention for surviving in a jetliner for some two weeks?


Ans:FELIX THE CAT


20. For some reason, serious musicians are fascinated with this man. In fact, several composers have written a total of over forty operas celebrating the Admiral. For five points, who commanded the Nina, the Pinta and the Santa Maria?


Ans:Christopher COLUMBUS (Accept: Cristobal COLON)


21. His fantastic series of books elevates young Horatio from midshipman to Commodore to captain to, eventually, Lord! For five points, what author of "The African Queen" also penned the "Hornblower" series?


Ans: C.S. FORESTER   (That's Cecil Scott Forester)


22. For a quick five points, what do anthropologists call the practice of marriage only within one's own tribe or social group?


Ans: ENDOGAMY


23. The word's the same: a verb meaning "to cast aspersions," a verb that indicates a distortion of speech, and a musical figure that connects two or more tones. For five points, what's the common term?


Ans: A SLUR


24. On March 18, 1995, a tremendous combination of high winds and bad weather wreaked havoc and devastation over Missouri, Illinois and Indiana. Nearly 800 persons lost their lives in the disaster. For five points, what high-speed phenomenon was the subject of this tri-state tragedy?


Ans:The Great Tri-State TORNADO(ES)


25. In this ancient Irish alphabet, vowels are represented by notches and consonants are represented by lines. For five points, give the better-known name for this alphabet, which is often seen in tombstone inscriptions.


Ans: The OGAM Or OGHAM Alphabet (Accept:Irish RUNES Or The FUTHORC Alphabet)


STUMPERS


1. (10) The final paragraph reads as follows: "Upon this act, sincerely believed to be an act of justice, warranted by the Constitution upon military necessity, I invoke the considerate judgement of mankind and the gracious favor of Almighty God". For ten points, what is this famed symbolic declaration of 1863?


Ans:The EMANCIPATION PROCLAMATION


2. (15) Many early explorers of the New World worked for foreign governments; for instance, Columbus was an Italian employed by the Spanish. I'll name three early explorers of the Americas; you give me their nationalities AND the nations that hired them. Five points for each correct pair of answers.


1)Henry Hudson.


Ans:BRITISH Or ENGLISH; Sailed For The DUTCH


2)Vitus Bering.


Ans:DANISH; Sailed For The RUSSIANS


3)John Cabot.


Ans:ITALIAN; Sailed For The BRITISH Or ENGLISH


 (MENTOR's Note: John Cabot originally was Giovanni Caboto.)


3. (15) The Disney film "Fantasia" was a flop in its initial release, but its daring and abstract animation set to pieces of classical music has won it a cult following today. I'll identify a piece by describing the scene that accompanied it in "Fantasia"; you give me the name of the work. Five points each.


1)The ballet of pagan Russia by Stravinsky that accompanied  scenes of prehistoric life.


Ans:The RITE OF SPRING Or Le SACRE DU PRINTEMPS


2)The Dukas tone poem that became a vehicle for Mickey Mouse.


Ans:The SORCERER'S APPRENTICE


3)The Moussorgsky work that depicted a giant devil and his army of ghouls.


Ans:NIGHT ON BALD MOUNTAIN


4. (10) It could become the biggest one that modern man has ever known. It began inland in the desert of Mauritania and has now grown to include most countries in North Africa. For ten points, what is the cause of this 1988 plague, the worst on record since 1954?


Ans: A Giant Swarm of LOCUSTS


5. (15) Here's another fact of everyday life nobody thinks about often: rules of the calendar. For five points each:


1)In a leap year, if February 1 falls on a Wednesday, on what day of the week will March1 fall?


Ans: THURSDAY


2)If Friday the 13th occurs in June, how many other times does this "unlucky" event happen in that year?


Ans: ZERO Or NONE


3)If December I fell on a Sunday, what other month in that year began on a Sunday?


Ans: SEPTEMBER


6. (15) In education, B.S. usually stands for Bachelor of Science. I'll provide three common initials for university degrees; you provide the honorifics of education for which they stand, for five points apiece.


1) Ph.D.


Ans:DOCTOR Of PHILOSOPHY


2) J.D.


Ans:DOCTOR Of JURISPRUDENCE


3) B.D.


Ans:BACHELOR Of DIVINITY


7. (15) It is a chemical derivative of benzene not found in nature; its earliest known method of production was by alkali fusion of natural gum resins. It provides the basic reagent for a variety of dyes, is used as an antiseptic in cosmetics, and was popular in the 19th century as a treatment for skin diseases. For fifteen points, what is this substance?


Ans:RESORCINOL


8. (10) This physician's daughter was one of the leading exponents of “method” acting. She was an Oscar nominee for such films as "Hondo," "Interiors" and "Sweet Bird of Youth," but it was 1985's "The Trip To Bountiful" that finally brought her the Oscar. For ten points, name this popular actress who died on June 13, 1987.


Ans: Geraldine PAGE


9. (15) Flowers typically have a number of specialized parts. I'll describe three such parts; you name them, for five points each.


1)The greenish envelope just beneath the petals, also known as the calyx.


Ans: The SEPAL


2)The pollen-carrying bodies that are the male sexual organs of the flower.


Ans: The STAMENS


3)The female flower part that may be divided into stigma, style and ovary.


Ans: The PISTIL


10. (15) We all remember Charles Lindbergh and his heroic solo flight across the Atlantic. Let's see if you can identify these other record-setting aviators.


1)The Air Corps major who set a 150-hour record for endurance and later commanded our nation's Air Force.


Ans: Carl SPAATZ


2)The Air Corps captain and World War II air hero who made the first blind flight using only instruments.


Ans: James "Jimmy" DOOLITTLE


3)The Swiss physicist who was the first man to ascend into the stratosphere.


Ans:Auguste PICCARD


11. (10) Schistosomiasis is a disease caused by parasites infesting the blood vessels and is known colloquially as snail fever. You'll get ten points in this Stumper if you can spell this debilitating disease.


Ans:S C H I S T O S O M I A S I S


12. (10) Ray Dandridge was one. Judy Johnson was another. Two more were Buck Leonard and Satchel Paige. For fifteen points,, what special distinction is shared by all of the aforementioned Baseball Hall of Famers?


Ans:They Were All Players In The NEGRO LEAGUES


13. (15) It is known variously as Werner's Disease, Cockayne's Syndrome, and Hutchinson-Gilford Syndrome. This rare disorder, characterized by dwarfism, gives its victims the appearance of premature senility. Arthritis, anginal attacks and arteriosclerosis combine to limit the average lifespan to about 16 years. For fifteen points, identify this tragic condition.


Ans: PROGERIA


14. (15) This South American republic has long been a turbulent society -- it had 48 presidents during its first 131 years as an independent nation. In the last two years alone, President Leon Febres-Cordero faced two rebellions and was for one day held hostage by dissident soldiers. For fifteen points, name this country.


Ans: ECUADOR


15. (15) Many elements from the Periodic Table have symbols which are derived not from their present names, but from their ancient ones. I'll provide three pairs of ancient words; you tell me the modern-day elements they represent. Five points for each correctly-named pair.


1)Argentum And Aurum.


Ans:SILVER And GOLD


2)Stibium And Cuprium.


Ans:ANTIMONY And COPPER


3)Natrium And Hydrargyrum.


Ans:SODIUM And MERCURY


16. (10) "My head is Spinoza," this writer said, "but my heart is with Paul and John!" This Lake poet's heart may have been in the right place, but his head was often filled with his favorite narcotic! For ten points, who created the Ancient Mariner?


Ans: Samuel Taylor COLERIDGE


(MENTOR's Note: The narcotic was opium.)


17. (15) In a panic, Alexander Haig wrongly asserted that he was "in charge" during the immediate chaos following the attempted assassination of President Reagan. He was actually, as they say, a couple of heartbeats away. For five points apiece,


1)What was Haig's official title on March 30,, 1981?


Ans:U.S. SECRETARY OF STATE


2)Where was he in numerical order of presidential succession?


Ans: FOURTH


3)If the Secretary of State did assume the presidency, which officeholder would be next in line at that point?


Ans: The SECRETARY OF TREASURY


18. (15) I'll read a passage from the work of a 20th-century theologian; you tell me who is speaking, for fifteen points.  "In Germany, the Nazis came for the Communists and I didn't speak up because I was not a Communist. Then they came for the Jews and I did not speak up because I was not Jewish-- then they came for the Catholics and I was a Protestant so I didn't speak up. Then they came for me... By that time there was no one to speak up for anymore."


Ans: Martin NIEMOLLER


19. (15) I'll name three famed operas in Italian; you provide the names of the celebrated composers who wrote them and you'll be rewarded with opera tickets--I mean five points each.


1)Madame Butterfly.


Ans: Giacomo PUCCINI


2)I Pagliacci.


Ans:Ruggiero LEONCAVALLO


3)La Gioconda.


Ans:Amilcare PONCHIELLI


20. Modern criminology has come a long way from the days of Bertillon and Galton, particularly in the area of physical evidence. For five points each:


1)What is the name of the scientific discipline associated with criminology?


Ans:FORENSIC SCIENCE Or CRIMLNALISTICS


2)What name is given to the site of a forensic investigation?


Ans:A CRIME SCENE


21. (15) "The Lord watch between me and thee when we are absent one from the other." So said Jason to his son-in-law, the Biblical patriarch, Jacob. They had just built a monument that symbolized their loving, yet wary, relationship. This "heap of witness" gave its name to a divided medallion worn by lovers today. For fifteen points, what do we call such medals?


Ans: MIZPAH Coins


22. (10) Like Puerto Rico, it is self-governing. Its people are considered U.S. citizens who have a voice, if not a vote, in Congress. For ten points, identify this U.S. possession, the largest of the Mariana Islands, seized by Japan in 1941 but retaken in July, 1944.


Ans: GUAM


23. (15) "Who touches a hair/Of yon grey head--/ Dies like a dog! March on,/He said."


The famous ballad ending with these words is based on a confrontation between a Confederate general and a 90-year- old woman who offers to die for the Union Stars and Stripes. For five points each:


1)Who was this legendary Frederick, Maryland, lady?


Ans:BARBARA FRITCHIE


2)What general was so impressed with her that he did not pull down the flag?


Ans: Thomas Jonathan "Stonewall" JACKSON


3)What contemporary of Emerson, Longfellow and Whitman wrote this poem?


Ans: John Greenleaf WHITTIER


24. (10) It was approximately four feet long, two feet wide and two feet high. This portable wooden chest overlaid with gold was a central piece of equipment in early Jewish worship, although its exact contents are now unknown. For ten points, identify this long- vanished relic of the Hebrews which inspired a popular action- adventure movie of 1981.


Ans:The ARK OF THE COVENANT


 (MENTOR's Note: The movie was, of course, "Raiders of the Lost Ark.")


25. (15) Its members revolutionized the orchestral practice of the 18th century with such novelties as crescendo and sudden dynamic changes. For fifteen points, what German city boasted this famous symphony led by Johann Stamitz?


Ans: MANNHEIM
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