TEASERS


1. In Latin it literally means "one sound," and in orchestration it indicates the performance of a musical passage at the same pitch or in octaves. For five points, what is the interval of the perfect prime?


Ans: The UNISON


2. It's a fight for the ages: Jack Johnson, legendary heavyweight, versus Darth Vader, legendary heavy in films. The heavy question: how will it play? For five points, what Tony- and Emmy-winning actor is associated with both roles?


Ans: James Earl JONES


(MENTOR's Note:Jones, the voice of Darth Vader, made his reputation playing Johnson in the Pulitzer Prize-winning play, "The Great White Hope.")


3. If you're not winning right now. you might understandably perceive your opponents or your Mentor as insolently abusive and humiliating, or, for short, contumelious. For five points, spell "contumelious."


Ans:C O N T U M E L I O U S


4. In some states, it's an Assembly. In others, it's a House of Representatives or a House of Delegates. In one state, however, it's a nothing. For five points, what 37th state has a unicameral legislature and, thus, no lower house?


Ans: NEBRASKA


(MENTOR's Note: In fact, all of Nebraska's legislators are called Senators!)


5. After eight years in office he admitted, "I have only two regrets: that I have not shot Henry Clay or hanged John C. Calhoun." For five points, what seventh President was called "Old Hickory"?


Ans: Andrew JACKSON


6. Flachenblitz is an unusual type of atmospheric disturbance. For a very quick five points, what's the more common term for such an electrical display?


Ans: LIGHTNING


7. This country averaged a new government every nine months during its first 56 years of independence. Then it had a dictator, Porfirio Diaz, for 34 years; then it had a bloody revolution that took the best part of a decade to run its course. For five points, of what Western Hemisphere nation are we speaking?


Ans: MEXICO


8. In Latin, it means "wedge-shaped." The Latin has stuck, since we don't know what the ancient Sumerians called their technique. For five points, what method of writing employed a stylus and clay tablets?


Ans: CUNEIFORM


9. Donald Regan, George Shultz, John Connally, Andrew Mellon and William Simon. For a quick five points, what Cabinet post did all these men occupy?


Ans: Secretary Of The TREASURY


10. In 14th-century physics, this term denoted a substance that was supposed to fill all space. The word is still used colloquially to refer to the medium of radio, but, for five points, what early anesthetic was distilled from alcohol and sulfuric acid?


Ans: (The) ETHER


11. It is a circle, divided by a wavy line. One side of the demarcation is light with a dark spot; the other, dark with a light spot. For five points, what two Chinese words describe this dualistic symbol?


Ans:The YIN And The YANG


12. Erie and Huron are lakes. Iowa, Illinois and Delaware are states. Natchez, Wichita and Omaha are American cities. For five points, what else do all these places have in common?


Ans: They Are All Named After American INDIAN Or


 NATIVE AMERICAN Tribes Or Tribal Groups   ---------------


13. Peace-of-God Knight, God-reward Smart and Kill-sin Pimple are all real names of members of this sect obsessed with scriptural names. For five points, name this English sect which, in 1630, founded the Massachusetts Bay Colony.


Ans: The PURITANS


14. He was the first actor to win an Oscar for a role in a musical, yet this brash, blond Irish-American was better known for work in another genre. For five points, who portrayed George M. Cohan in "Yankee Doodle Dandy"?


Ans: James CAGNEY


(MENTOR's Note: Best Actor Oscar, 1942.)


15. It is typical of the author's humor to label one of his works "the fourth book of a trilogy." For five points, what satirical series of books by Douglas Adams features the space-hopping Arthur Dent?


Ans:"The HITCHHIKER'S Guide To The Galaxy" Series


16. A star at the University of Texas, his professional career was delayed by a series of nagging injuries. In 1986 he proved that he could put it all together, with a record-setting 20-strikeout game. For five points, what Boston Red Sox righty has won back-to-back Cy Young Awards?


Ans: Roger CLEMENS


17.  The name's the same: a bird of prey belonging to the hawk family, the last name of a title character in a Beatles song, and a device made of a light wooden framework and a paper, cloth, or plastic covering. For five points, what's the word I'm looking for?


Ans: KITE


(MENTOR's Note: The Beatles song is "Being for the Benefit of Mr. Kite.")


18. A single word might describe yeasts, mushrooms or any other plant  in this group, all of which reproduce by means of spores and are  lacking in chlorophyll, leaves or flowers. For five points, what's the word?


Ans:FUNGI Or FUNGUS


19. In separate incidents, baseball executive Al Campanis and pigskin prognosticator Jimmy Snyder were fired from their respective jobs for allegedly racist remarks captured on television. Ironically, this is not their only racial connection. For five points, what is the common ethnic ancestry of Snyder and Campanis?


Ans: GREEK


(MENTOR's Note: Snyder, of course, is universally known as "Jimmy the Greek.")


20. It is about the size of Arizona, which makes it the fourth-largest island in the world and the largest in its ocean. Once a French colony, its population today contains much Malay and Polynesian blood. For five points, what Indian Ocean republic's national capital is Antananarivo?


Ans:The Democratic Republic Of MADAGASCAR


(Accept:MALAGASY REPUBLIC)


21.  To the Egyptians, it was Mentu. To the Norse, it was Tyr. To the Greeks, it was Ares; to the Romans, Mars. For five points, what was the principal occupation of each of these gods in mythology?


Ans: They Were Gods Of WAR


22. For many years, thunder and lightning were seen as tokens of divine wrath. For this reason, many early Americans were appalled by his invention and Bible scholars denounced it as heretical. For five points, what free-thinking deist and patriot invented the lightning rod?


Ans: Benjamin FRANKLIN


23. The name's the same: a military unit comprised of two or more squads, a division of labor in baseball, and an electrifying 1986 film set in Vietnam and directed by Oliver Stone. For five points, what's the common term?


Ans: PLATOON


(MENTOR's Note: The film won the Best Picture Oscar and Stone was honored as Best Director.)


24. Sir Thomas More coined the term. Saint-Simon,, Fourier and Robert Owen all labored in the belief that one was possible. Orwell and Huxley wrote warily of such "ideal" societies. For five points, what word of Greek origin literally means "nowhere"'?


Ans: UTOPIA


25. According to John Steinbeck, it is "...a poem, a stink, a grating noise, a quality of light, a tone, a habit, a nostalgia, a dream." For five points, what celebrated landmark of Monterey, California, inspired two of Steinbeck's novels?


Ans: CANNERY ROW


(MENTOR's Note: One novel, of course, was "Cannery Row"; the other was "Sweet Thursday.")


STUMPERS


1. (10) Answer this Stumper about deserts and you'll receive your just desserts--or, at least, five points for each desert correctly identified.


 1)This desert region encompasses virtually all of Nevada,   most of Utah, and parts of Oregon and Idaho. It may be   regarded as the largest desert in the United States.


 Ans:The GREAT BASIN And Range


2)This desert stretches across Arizona, New Mexico and a large part of Texas, but most of it is a part of Mexico.


 Ans:The SONORAN Desert


2. (15) He lived from 1743 to 1817 and is known to science for his pioneering work in chemical analysis. He is credited with discovering uranium and zirconium, and with the co-discovery of cerium. For fifteen points, name this influential German chemist.


Ans: Martin Heinrich KLAPROTH


(MENTOR's Note: Berzelius and Hisinger are also credited with the discovery of cerium.)


3. (10) I'll read you his last command: "Go now and wander for the welfare and happiness of many, out of compassion for the world. Let not two of you proceed in the same direction. Proclaim the Dharma." For ten points, who with these words finally dismissed his disciples?


Ans: Siddhartha Gautama BUDDHA   (Accept: The ENLIGHTENED ONE)


(MENTOR's Note: The Dharma was the "universal truth" he proclaimed to all men.)


4. (15) In this primary season and this election year it might behoove us to bone up on our glossary of political terms. I'll define a phrase from politics; you give the term I'm looking for. Five points each.


 1)A latecomer unexpectedly nominated or entered into a    political arena, especially a party convention.


 Ans:A DARK HORSE


2)Single-candidate or single-issue voting that neglects the rest of the slate.


 Ans:A BULLET VOTE


3)A politician's office account that receives practically   unlimited, usually unethically concealed, contributions.


 Ans:A SLUSH FUND


5. (15) Besides histories, William Shakespeare wrote many classic comedies and tragedies. I'll name three characters from each of three Shakespearean works; you identify the plays, for five points each.


 1)Mistress Ford, Falstaff, Mistress Page.


 Ans:The MERRY WIVES OF WINDSOR


2)Duke Orsino, Viola, Sir Toby Belch.


 Ans: TWELFTH NIGHT    (Accept: WHAT YOU WILL)


3)Sebastian, Prospero, Caliban.


 Ans: The TEMPEST


6. (15) We may rail against Jim Bakker, Jimmy Swaggart and Jerry Falwell., but high-profile evangelists will probably always be with us. For five points apiece, identify:


1)The diminutive, black American evangelist who amassed a    fortune while claiming to be the Messiah.


 Ans:FATHER DIVINE (Accept: George BAKER)


2)The Kentucky faith healer who described Atlantis and   reincarnation while in a trance.


 Ans:Edgar CAYCE


 3)The founder of the Foursquare Gospel Church who pioneered    radio evangelism and whose mysterious disappearance led to    revelations of an affair with her male secretary.


 Ans:Aimee Semple McPHERSON


7. (15) Before the dinosaurs walked the earth, these hard-bodied, joint-legged invertebrates filled the Cambrian Sea. For fifteen points, name these arthropods that died out later in the Paleozoic Era.


Ans:TRILOBITES


8. (10) Most of us are lucky to know our fathers, but how well do you know your Biblical patriarchs? I'll briefly describe two such figures; you give me the correct names, for five points each.


 1)This patriarch was reared by PhaLraoh's daughter and   married Zipporah.


 Ans: MOSES


 2)This patriarch was the son of Nun and the successor to   Moses.


 Ans: JOSHUA


9. (15) Some called it a "Super Bore" and, indeed, its Nielsen ratings were the lowest since 1974. Yet Super Bowl XXII, on January 31, 1988, still featured some memorable moments. For five points apiece, name:


 1)The game's Most Valuable Player, who was the first    black quarterback to start in a Super Bowl.


 Ans: Doug WILLIAMS (Of The Washington Redskins)


 2)The National Football League's MVP, who was outdueled    by Williams's Super Bowl-record 340 yards.


 Ans: John ELWAY (Quarterback Of The Denver Broncos)


 3)The rookie Washington receiver who set Super Bowl records    when he "burned" Denver's defensive backfield.


 Ans: Ricky SANDERS


10. (15) He was the king of Epirus. In Plutarch's "Lives," he was quoted as lamenting the battle of Asculum with the following words: "Another such victory over the Romans, and we are undone." For fifteen points, identify this king whose name has become a synonym for dearly-won triumphs and empty victories.


Ans: PYRRHUS


(MENTOR's Note: As in a "Pyrrhic" victory.)


11. (15) In 1987, a vicious child-custody case in New Jersey focused public debate on the practice of surrogate motherhood. Answer these questions about that controversial case, for five points each.


 1)What single letter identified the innocent infant?


 Ans: Baby M


 2)What husband and wife ultimately gained custody of Baby M?


 Ans: William And Elizabeth STERN    (Accept: The STERNS)


 3)What surrogate mother lost custody and faced criminal charges for abducting Baby M?


 Ans:Mary Beth WHITEHEAD-Gould


(MENTOR's Note: Whitehead, who has since remarried, later was awarded visitation rights.)


12. (15) Americans have learned from our bitter experience with Vietnam, but have we learned Vietnamese history? For five points each:


 1)What premier under Bao Dai deposed that monarch, starting   a republic in South Vietnam with himself as president?


 Ans: Ngo Dinh  DIEM


 2)Who became-president of South Vietnam in 1967, four years   after Diem was killed in a military coup?


 Ans:Nguyen Van THIEU


 3)What Communist leader of North Vietnam opposed the French   colonial authorities, Diem, Thieu and the U.S.?


 Ans: HO Chi Minh


13. (10) It was originally a pure example of the Byzantine style, but the later additions of angular gables and pinnacles incorporated Gothic elements into this edifice. For ten points, name this landmark of Venice that dates from the 11th century.


Ans:ST. MARK'S Cathedral


14. (10) Every element has a melting point--from solid to liquid--and a boiling point--from liquid to gas. For five points each:


 1)What do chemists call the heat necessary to convert   a solid substance directly into a gas?


 Ans:The Heat Of SUBLIMATION


2)What inert gas has the lowest heat of sublimation?


 Ans: HELIUM


15. (15) I'll give three clues to the identity of an African republic. You'll receive fifteen points for naming it with one clue, ten if you need two, and five if you need all three clues.


 1)Its national language is Chichewa and its monetary   unit is the kwacha.


 2)This landlocked country is about the same size as   Pennsylvania and its capital is Lilongwe.


 3)It is surrounded by Mozambique, Zambia and Tanzania.


Ans: MALAWI


16 (15) Many of us have heard of Arnold Schoenberg and his system of composition involving twelve tones. For five points apiece, answer these questions about Schoenberg and his system.


 1)What city was home to Schoenberg and his disciples?


 Ans: VIENNA


 2)What is another word for the particular series of tones   found in a twelve-tone composition?


 Ans: A SET Or A ROW Form


 3)Schoenberg himself did not like to use terms like "twelve-tone" or "atonality" to describe his music. What word,  meaning "all of the tones," did he prefer?


 Ans:PANTONALITY


17. (15)  The team of W. S. Gilbert and Sir Arthur Sullivan produced a series of delightful entertainments that both celebrated and satirized the Victorian age. I'll name some famous characters from three Gilbert and Sullivan operettas; you name those operettas, for five points apiece.


 1)Bob Becket, Bill Bobstay, Dick Deadeye.


 Ans:H.M.S. PINAFORE


 2)Mabel, Fredric, Major-General Stanley.


 Ans:The PIRATES OF PENZANCE


3i Dame Carruthers, Elsie Maynard, Wilfred Shadbolt.


 Ans:The YEOMEN OF THE GUARD


18. (15) Many Cabinet officers attain as much notoriety as the U.S. presidents they serve. I'll name some famous Cabinet members; you name the president they served collectively. Five points for each correct match.


 1)John Quincy Adams, John C. Calhoun, William Crawford.


 Ans: James MONROE


 2)William Seward, Salmon P. Chase, Edwin M. Stanton.


 Ans: Abraham LINCOLN


 3)Herbert Hoover, Charles Evans Hughes, Albert Fall.


 Ans: Warren Gamaliel HARDING


19. (15) Their name is derived from the Latin word meaning, "to shine." The minerals of this group are shiny enough when they appear in small scales in silica. Their sheet-like quality makes them flexible, elastic and transparent. For fifteen points, what glass-like group of minerals has been used as glass and as electrical insulation?


Ans: The MICA Group


20. (15) Once again, I'll provide a word and follow it with three short definitions. You'll receive five points for matching it with the correct definition.


 1)Is a Thurible a Norse grant, a cloud belt or an incense   burner?


 Ans:An INCENSE BURNER


2)Is a Chancel a painful sore, a part of a church or a   political emissary?


 Ans:A PART OF A CHURCH (Around The Altar)


3)Is a Phylactery a reminder, a lover of Aristotle or   an act of breast-feeding?


 Ans: A REMINDER


21. (10) Article 1, Section 10 of the U.S. Constitution limits the powers of the individual states. For ten points, of the three branches of the federal government, which is outlined in Article 2?


Ans: The EXECUTIVE Branch    (Accept: The PRESIDENCY)


22. (10) After the death of Emperor Theodosius I in 395, the Roman Empire was divided. The Western remnants of the old empire fell in 476, but the Eastern empire flourished for several more centuries. For five points apiecet


 1)What is the common name by which this Eastern Roman Empire   became known?


 Ans: The BYZANTINE Empire


 2)What city was the spiritual and political center of the   Byzantine Empire?


 Ans: CONSTANTINOPLE Or BYZANTIUM    (Do NOT Accept: Istanbul)


23. (15) Believe it or not, there are many exciting filmmakers who are not proteges of Steven Spielberg or George Lucas! I'll name several films; in each case, name the man who directed them. Five points for each correct answer.


 1)"Alien," "Blade Runner," "The Duellists."


 Ans: Ridley SCOTT


 2)"Animal House," "The Blues Brothers," "Trading Places."


 Ans: John LANDIS


 3)"Taxi Driver," "Raging Bull," "The Color of Money."


 Ans: Martin SCORSESE


24. (10) A number of countries administer dependencies--islands or territories that are not in themselves sovereign. I'll give two lists of dependencies; in each case, name the country that administers them. Five points each.


 1)Svalbard, Bouvet Island, Queen Maud Land.


 Ans: NORWAY


 2)Tokelau, the Cook Islands, the Ross Dependency.


 Ans:NEW ZEALAND


25. (15)  For five points apiece: I'll briefly quote President Reagan, and you tell me to what event of his administration he is alluding.


 1)"I am saddened and disappointed that the Senate has bowed today to a campaign of political pressure."


 Ans:REJECTION Of Robert BORK As A Supreme Court Nominee


2)"If I hadn't thought it was right in the beginning, we never would have started it."


 Ans:Sale Of ARMS To IRAN (Accept: IRAN-CONTRA Affair)


3)"We won't put this system in place, this defensive system, until we do away with our nuclear missiles."


 Ans:STRATEGIC DEFENSE INITIATIVE Or SDI Or STAR WARS
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