TEASERS


1. In 1967 James Watson published "The Double Helix." For five points, this book was the candid personal account of what major scientific discovery?


Ans:DNA Or DEOXYRIBONUCLEIC ACID


(MENTOR's Note: The book's title refers to the DNA molecule's distinctive shape.)


2. He was the Greek god of science, eloquence and cunning. For five points, what heavenly messenger and florist's symbol was called Mercury by the Romans?


Ans: HERMES     (Used in the registered trademark of FTD)


3. Corvus corax is a subspecies of the crow family. He may be most famous, however, as the bird with the one-track mind. For five points: what Poe bird could only repeatedly croak, "Nevermore"?


Ans: The RAVEN


4. If you sail from Aberdeen to Copenhagen, you would be traversing the North Sea. For five points, what body of water would you be traversing it you sailed from Hokkaido to Kamchatka?


Ans:The SEA OF OKHOTSK


5. An orchestral percussionist may choose between plastic or cowhide skins for his tympani. His tympanic membrane, however, could only be muscle tissue. For five points, what's the better-known term for the tympanic membrane?


Ans: The EARDRUM


6. He invented a submarine battery and experimented with an underwater telegraph cable. He's probably best known, however, as an inventor and manufacturer of firearms. For five points, what Hartford, Connecticut, teenager invented the modern revolver?


Ans: Samuel COLT


7. The Old Testament book of Proverbs contains many pithy and epigrammatic sayings that often seem to contradict one another. For five points, what King of Israel is generally acknowledged to be the author of the book of Proverbs?


Ans: King SOLOMON


8. Right now, this 20-year-old owns the world. In 1988 she became the first woman to win the Grand Slam in the same year since 1970, when Margaret Smith Court did it. For five points, what German is the world's top-ranked women's tennis player?


Ans: Stetti GRAF


9. When the playwright Richard Sheridan created this character, he unwittingly provided students of humor with a technical term for unintentionally amusing word substitution. For five points, what female character from Sheridan's play "The Rivals" is always misusing words?


Ans: Mrs. MALAPROP


(MENTOR's Note: Thus creating the term "malapropism.")


10. At the turn of the century this Italian woman revolutionized educational thinking, when she introduced a program for young children that was structured around their needs for play. For five points: what do we call this system of education, named after its founder, that emphasizes the direction of natural activities instead of strict disciplinary control?


Ans: The MONTESSORI System     (After Dr. Maria Montessori)


11. The name's the same: a diamond-shaped lattice window, an excavation, and the object of pursuit by hounds or birds of prey. For five points, what's the common term?


Ans: QUARRY


12. “I Am Legend,” “Some of Our Blood,” “Salem's Lot” and “Bloodright.” For a quick five points, what horrific creature is the subject of each of these modern novels?


Ans: A VAMPIRE (Accept: VAMPIRISM)


13. Our national parks system contains over 79 million acres of parks, historic sites, battlefields and other scenic areas. For five points, what national monument found in Hawaii has an official acreage ot zero?


Ans: The USS ARIZONA Memorial


(MENTOR's Note: The Memorial, in Pearl Harbor, is built over the battleship's sunken superstructure.)


14. The Pyramid of Cheops may be found at the Egyptian city of Giza. For five points, where might you find the Pyramid of the Sun and the Pyramid of the Moon?


Ans: MEXICO Or MEXICO CITY Or TEOTIHUACAN


15. "The Thinker" by Auguste Rodin is one of the warld's most famous sculptures, so well known that it has become an icon ot modern culture. Less well known is the artist who inspired Rodin's sculpture. For five points, what Italian dramatist and poet who wrote of Heaven and Hell was Rodin attempting to portray?


Ans: DANTE Alighieri


16. It was begun by the censor in 312 B.C. and eventually stretched over 300 miles from Rome to the Adriatic Sea. For five points, what was this "queen of roads"?


Ans:The APPIAN WAY Or VIA APPIA


17. This simple, laidback hillbilly character was so easygoing that he gradually was reduced to the role of a supporting character in his own teature--but never mindt His creator, Al Capp, used this new freedom to write and draw thinly-veiled political and social satire. For five points; in what comic.strip will you find Fearless Fosdick, Hammy Yokum and the Schmoos?


Ans: LIL' ABNER


18.  This former colony of Portugal now under Marxist rule is almost twice the size of California. For five points, what African coastal nation's capital is Maputo?


Ans:MOZAMBIQUE


19. She called the experience “a continuous horror story” and accused him of drinking and physical abuse. For his part, the champ referred to her mother as "a witch." For five points--what actress has received much notoriety for dating, wedding and divorcing Mike Tyson?


Ans: Robin GIVENS


20. Universal Studios is one of the world's most successful film and television studios. Its backstage tours and shows also make it a popular tourist attraction--most of the time. For five points, what portion of the tour based on a Universal film was temporarily closed on October 18, 1989?


Ans:The Simulated "EARTHQUAKE" Ride


 (MENTOR's Note: Officials closed the ride out of respect for the victims of the massive earthquake which struck Northern California the previous day.)


21. Steve Gadd plays the drums and Jack Bruce the electric bass. For five points: what instrument do we associate with Bill  Evans, Glenn Gould and Bruce Hornsby?


Ans: The PIANO


22. There are 365 calendar days in a year--except on leap year. For a quick five points: it every fourth year is a leap year, how many calendar days are there in a century?


Ans: 36,525


(MENTOR's Note: 365 X 100   = 36,500.  100/4 =  25.  25 + 36,500 = 36,525.)


23. He probably didn't mean to create an international incident and he certainly didn't want to go into hiding with a price on his head. For five points, what author of 'The Satanic Verses" has been condemned to death by many in Islam?


Ans: Salman RUSHDIE


24. The southwest portion of this archipelago was occupied by the United States. The northeast chain of islands is still occupied by the Soviet Union. Most of the inhabitants live on four central islands whose combined area is slightly less than that of Montana. Which is a good thing, since over 122 million people live there. For five points, what Asian nation am I describing?


Ans: JAPAN


25. When he died in 1988 he was working on a book entitled “Unfinished Business.” Yet an even greater irony was his death on Halloween almost 50 years to the day he and Orson Welles had thrilled a nation with "The War of the Worlds." For five points: what actor, producer, writer and teacher is best remembered as Professor Charles Kingstield in "The Paper Chase" movie and TV series?


Ans: John HOUSEMAN


STUMPERS


1. (10) The Pittsburgh Steelers have appeared in four Super Bowls, and have won all tour. Thus, a number of Steelers players have four Super Bowl rings. Oddly enough, none of these players--not Terry Bradshaw, not Mean Joe Greene, not Lynn Swann--was the first to accomplish that feat. For ten points, what tight end with Green Bay and Miami was the first player to earn four Super Bowl rings?


Ans: Marv FLEMING


 (MENTOR's Note: Fleming played in Super Bowls I and II with the Packers, Super Bowls VII and VIII with the Dolphins--and was a winner each time!)


2. (10)  He began as a satirical journalist, serving an apprenticeship with H.L. Mencken's "American Mercury," but in 1931 he gave up newspaper work to write the hard-boiled best-sellers that made his reputation. For ten points, who wrote “Mildred Pierce,” “Double Indemnity” and “The Postman Always Rings Twice”?


Ans: James Hallahan CAIN


3. (10) In 1989 two of the top three Democratic leaders in the U.S. House of Representatives resigned their positions under clouds of suspicion regarding some questionable business practices. You can make your opponents resigned to defeat by collecting more points, in this case five, for each fallen Congressman you can identify.


1) This sixth-term Democrat from Merced, California, resigned his seat and his post of Majority Whip.


 Ans: Tony COELHO


2) This Texan was elected Speaker of the House in January of 1987, only to resign in June of 1989.


 Ans:James (Jim) WRIGHT


4. (10) You may think this quiz is the zenith of zaniness, but you'll receive more than zero for answering questions about the letter ..Z..! Five points for each correct answer.


 1) Our English letter 'Z" is probably derived from a letter of the Greek alphabet. Which one?


 Ans: ZETA


2) When Americans speak of the letter 'Z" we pronounce it "zee". How is this letter pronounced in Great Britain?


  Ans: ZED


5. (15)  Giuseppe Verdi, like most Italian composers of the 19th century, devoted most of his energies to writing operas whose texts were typically drawn from Shakespeare, the Bible or mythology. The next generation of Italian opera composers, though, preferred a contemporary idiom and developed their librettos from everyday life. I'll name a work from this period of Italian opera; you tell me who composed it. Five points apiece.


1) Cavalliera Rusticana.


Ans: Pietro HASCAGNI


2) I Pagliacci.


Ans:Ruggiero LEONCAVALLO


3) La Boheme.


Ans: Giacomo PUCCINI


6. Because their right hemispheres are associated with consciousness, left-handed people often remark that they are the only ones 'in their right mind.' George Bush might agree, as he is the fourth southpaw to be elected President of the United States. You'll receive five points for each of the other left handed Presidents you can name.


Ans:James A. GARFIELD,           Harry S. TRUMAN,           Gerald R. FORD


7. (15) Colorado is often called the "Heart of the Rockies," and, indeed, this state is the most mountainous in our nation. Less well known is the fact that more major rivers start in Colorado than in any other state. I'll give you five points apiece for naming the three largest rivers that begin in the "Centennial State" of Colorado.


Ans:The COLORADO, PLATTE and ARKANSAS Rivers


8. (15) The Canadian coat of arms, like the Great Seal of the United States, contains a number of symbols. Here are three questions regarding this national emblem--you'll get five points for each correct answer.


 1)What two animals are depicted framing the shield?


  Ans: A LION AND A UNICORN


2)What musical instrument is featured in one division of the shield?


  Ans:A Celtic HARP


3)What is the motto inscribed beneath the shield?


 Ans: A MARI USQUE AD MARE       (Accept: FROM SEA TO SEA)


9. (15)   Pencil and paper ready, please, for this math Stumper! In baseball, pitchers strive to compile a low earned run average, or ERA. This is computed by multiplying the number of earned runs by nine, then dividing by innings pitched. For fifteen points, if Milwaukee lefty Teddy Higuera allowed 62 earned runs in 227 innings pitched, what is his ERA?


Ans: 2.45 (Accept: 2.46)


(MENTOR's Note: 62 X 9 = 558. 558 / 227 = 2.458. Higuera's officially-rounded ERA of 2.45 tied Minnesota's Alan Anderson for the 1988 American League ERA title.)


10. (10) Since 1977, Woody Allen has put some distance between his current work and his original image as a neurotic Jewish comedian. In so doing, he has won wide acclaim by making extremely personal movies that, like life, cannot be simply categorized as either tragic or comical. For five points each, tell me:


1)What 1989 Allen film tackles the difficult subject of respectable people getting away with murder?


Ans: CRIMES AND MISDEMEANORS


2)Like many Allen films, 'Crimes and Misdemeanors" shows the influence of what European film director?


Ans: Ingmar BERGMAN


11. (15) He received much acclaim in 1922 when he announced that he had, with the assistance of Charles H. Best, succeeded in preparing insulin for use in diabetes cases. As a result of his work, he and another associate were awarded the Nobel Prize for medicine in 1923. For fifteen points, identify this University of Toronto physiologist and you'll also name the Toronto institute which bears his name.


Ans: Sir Frederick Grant BANTING


(MENTOR's Note: He shared the Nobel with Prof. J.J.R. Macleod.)


12. (15) New York Attorney General Robert Abrams said she was a liar and that her backers were hucksters and opportunists. Others disagree. You'll receive five points for each figure you can identity in this controversy of racism and sexual assault.


 1)What black teenager set off a powder keg of racial tension when she accused white policemen of sexual assault?


  Ans: Tawana BRAWLEY


2)What minister and Brawley adviser tanned the flames when he accused the authorities of a coverup?


  Ans: The Reverend Al SHARPTON


3)What leader of the Nation of Islam vowed in a speech to avenge Tawana Brawley?


  Ans: Louis FARRAKHAN


13. (15) A 1979 film released only months before the Three Mile Island accident dramatized the dangers of a nuclear meltdown. The film derived its name from the idea that a hole dug (or in this case, melted) by radioactive waste would come out on the exact opposite side of the world. For five points each, tell me:


1)What was the name of the 1979 film?


  Ans: The CHINA SYNDROME


2) Three Mile Island's coordinates are at about 40 degrees  N., 77 degrees W. What are the coordinates on the exact opposite side of the world?


  Ans: 50 DEGREES SOUTH, 103 DEGREES EAST


3) What country is actually closest to those coordinates?


Ans: AUSTRALIA     (They're in the Indian Ocean)


14. (15) This 19th-century American scientist gained national prominence in 1869 when he began issuing daily weather bulletins for the nation. In 1879 his book "Report on Standard Time" helped establish the system of standard time zones and hourly meridians used in the United States. All told, he advanced the cause of meterology for over 50 years until his death in 1916. For fifteen points, who was this man regarded as "the father of the United States Weather Bureau'?


Ans: Cleveland ABBE


15. (10) The Watusi are nomadic raisers of cattle. The Hutu are subject farmers. Together these two very different groups developed an integrated society in an area that was part of German East Africa. Following independence in 1962, much of that racial harmony was undone by a genocidal tribal war that claimed over 100,000 lives in 19'12. For ten points, this is the capsule history of what former colony of Germany and Belgium?


Ans: BURUNDI


16. (15) British monarchs have been portrayed so often in films that there are many well-known portrayals by different actors or actresses of the same monarch. I'll give you three lists of actors or actresses all associated with the same royal role; you tell me what past or present member of royalty they all portrayed. Five points for each correct answer.


 1)Charles Laughton, Anthony Quayle, Robert Shaw.


  Ans: King HENRY VIII


2)Flora Robson, Bette Davis, Glenda Jackson.


  Ans: Queen ELIZABETH I


3)Eve Lohmar, Pamela Stephenson, Suzanne Daniels.


  Ans: Princess DIANA Or Diana SPENCER


17. (15) Orthodox, Conservative and Reform Jews differ on many things, but all celebrate the traditional Jewish holidays. I'll describe a Jewish holiday; you give me its name. Five points apiece.


1) This day marks the beginning of the Jewish New Year and opens the Ten Days of Penitence.


  Ans:First Day of ROSH HASHANAH


2) This day, celebrated in late February or early March, commemorates Esther's deliverance of the Jews from a massacre-planned by the Persian minister Haman.


  Ans:PURIM Or the FEAST OF LOTS


3) This eight-day festival celebrated in December was in-


   stituted by Judas Maccabaeus in 165 B.C.


  Ans:HANUKKAH Or FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS


18. (10) Canada is the world's chief producer of newsprint and is among the world's leaders in wood pulp production. You'll receive five points tor each question about paper you can answer.


 1)What Nile swamp plant furnished the Egyptians with a precursor to paper?


 Ans: The PAPYRUS Reed


2)What Asiatic tree bark was used by the Chinese for paper?


 Ans: The MULBERRY Tree


19. (15) The Sudbury region of Ontario is one of the most important mining areas in North America. Originally, though, the mines were thought to contain only chalcopyrite. Then miners found rich deposits of sperrylite, as well.


 1)For five points: what highly conductive noble metal is refined from chalcopyrite?


 Ans: COPPER


2)For five points each: what two related precious metals are refined from sperrylite?


 Ans:PLATINUM And PALLADIUM


20. (15) In the musical “1776” a delegate to the Continental Congress threatens in a frightening musical number to block the ratification of the Declaration of Independence it passages critical of the practice of slavery are not expunged. For five points each:


 1)Who is this delegate who later governed South Carolina?


  Ans: John RUTLEDGE


2)What is the name of the musical number in which Rutledge revels in the trading of slaves?


  Ans:"MOLASSES TO RUM TO SLAVES"


3)What name did historians give to the trading of molasses, rum and slaves?


  Ans:The TRIANGLE (Or TRIANGULAR) Trade


21. (15) The Order of the Brethren of the Sword was assembled by the Bishop ot Livonia. These Crusaders wore white capes with a red cross and were granted temporal authority over Estonia, Lithuania and Prussia. For fifteen points, what name have historians given to this monastic army of nobles and priests from the 14th century?


Ans:The TEUTONIC KNIGHTS


22. (15) In serial composition patterns of tones can be organized into number sets in relation to a central tone known as the prime. Tones are numbered according to the number of half-steps above and away from the prime below. I'll provide the prime and a number set; you tell me, for five points apiece, what tones the number set represents. Singing is optional.


 1)The prime is A; the number set is 0, 2, 3.


 Ans: A, B, AND C


 2) The prime is C; the number set is 0, 4, 7.


 Ans: C, E, AND G


 3) The prime is D; the number set is 0, 7, 2.


 Ans: D, A, AND E


23. (15) Many famous people who are otherwise unrelated share the same last name. I'll describe some pairs of unrelated people; you tell me what last name they all share. Five points apiece.


 1)Alfred was a Viennese psychoanalyst; Richard was an American songwriter.


  Ans: ADLER


2)Aaron was a controversial politician; Raymond is a well-known star of television.


  Ans: BURR


3)Henry was a buccaneer; John Pierpont was a financier.


  Ans:MORGAN


24. (10) The battle of Kossovo, the battle of Nicopolis and the battle of Angora were key victories in the early development of this state founded by Osman I. For ten points, what was this empire that at one point included Egypt, Asia Minor, the Balkans and what is now Israel?


Ans:The OTTOMAN EMPIRE


25. (15) Gothic architecture evolved differently in various countries as it was reshaped by economic forces and the neoclassic ideas of the Italian Renaissance. In England builders emphasized vertical decorations, flat arches and fan vaults in a manner that was well-suited to the burgeoning maritime city of London. For fifteen points, what was this precursor to Tudor Style?


Ans:The PERPENDICULAR STYLE
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