Teasers


1. For five points, vivacious Elizabeth Bennett is both fascinated and repulsed by the arrogant, acrid-tongued Mr. Darcy in what famous Jane Austen novel?


Ans:	PRIDE AND PREJUDICE


2. The name's the same: a minor character in literature that makes another seem better by contrast, a thin sheet of metal, and a flexible tour-sided sword having a blunt point.  For five points, what's the common term?


Ans: FOIL


3. In the 1960's, he gave us "Instant Replay." In the 1980's, he brought us "Distant Replay." For five points, what Green Bay guard-turned-author threw the block that allowed Bart Starr to score the winning touchdown in the 1966 NFL Championship game?


Ans: Gerald Louis "Jerry" KRAMER


4. Edward Albee wrote "Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf," and the Three Little Pigs sang "Who's Afraid of the Big Bad Wolf," but-for five points--what band had a No. 3 hit called "Hungry Like the Wolf"?


Ans:	DURAN DURAN


(MENTOR's Note: lt was their first Top Ten single in America, charting in 1983.)


5. Not too many people know of "Las Islas Malvinas," but it is the Spanish name for a place where a war transpired less than a decade ago.  For five points, name this cluster of islands in the South Atlantic.


Ans: The FALKLAND Islands


(MENTOR's Note: Argentina invaded the British-held Falklands in 1982.)


6. lts battle flag consisted of a red field with blue diagonal cross bars which held 13 white stars.  Even though the country no longer exists, the use of this flag still stirs controversy even today.  For five points, name the short-lived country whose armies used this flag.


Ans:	The CONFEDERATE STATES of America (Accept:	The CONFEDERACY)


7. This seventeenth and eighteenth-century British writer was noted for his “Journal of the Plague Year.” He is best known, however, for “Moll Flanders” and a book chronicling the life of a shipwrecked sailor.  For five points, what author penned "Robinson Crusoe"?


Ans: Daniel DEFOE


8. Among other perks, the recipients of this award get $200 per month for life, free travel on government aircraft, admission for them or their children to a service academy, and a right to be buried at Arlington National Cemetery.  For five points, name this award for "uncommon valor."


Ans:	The Congressional MEDAL OF HONOR


9. The Colosseum is built in Rome, Emperor Claudius is poisoned, Jerusalem is destroyed, and the Han dynasty begins in China.  For five points, in what century did all of these events take place?


Ans: The FIRST Century A.D.


10. He was born February 4, 1947, and grew up in Arizona and Indiana.  His parents ran a newspaper, and he attended DePauw University.  He is very well-known, though, for his six-year stint in the Indiana National Guard.  For five points, name this youthful politician.


Ans: James Danforth (Dan) QUAYLE


11. In 1984 astronomers reported that a planetary system might exist around the night sky's fourth brightest star, located in the constellation Lyra.  Name this star, for five points, and you'll also "recall" a popular Chevrolet automobile of the 1970's.


Ans: VEGA


12. In 1988, scientists at AT&T's Bell Laboratories discovered that they can make these using a compound incorporating bismuth.  For five points: it was thought previously that only copper had the necessary properties required for what high-tech component?


Ans:	SUPERCONDUCTORS


13. As we might have told you earlier, a cholorfluorocarbon is a substance that can be disastrous to the ozone layer.  Well, it can also be disastrous to your spelling.  For five points, spell chlorofluorocarbons


Ans:	C H L O R O F L U O R O C A R B O N


14. If I saw someone in the U.S. Army with three silver stars on his or her uniform, I would deduce that that person's rank is Lieutenant General.  For five points: if I saw those same three silver stars on a U.S. Navy uniform, for five points, what rank would its owner be?


Ans:	VICE-ADMIRAL


15. Its premier is Jonathan Motzfeldt.  It has an area of over 800,000 square miles, but only about one-eighth of that is habitable.  Its capital is Godthaab, and it is an autonomous part of Denmark.  For five points, name this icy frontier.


Ans: GREENLAND


(MENTOR's Note: The name alone is a great argument for truth-in-advertising!)


16. The site of the 1988 Summer Olympics, Seoul, and a bottom-dwelling ocean fish, sole, are examples of two words that sound the same but are spelled differently.  For five points, what is the correct literary term for such words?


Ans:	HOMONYMS Or HOMOPHONES


17. Perihelion is the point at which the sun is closest to the Earth, and occurs shortly after New Year's Day.  For five points: when the sun is farthest from the earth in early July, it is called what?


Ans: APHELION


18. While working on his novel, "God Knows," he was struck with a rare disease called Guillain-Barre Syndrome.  Unable to move any muscle in his body, he spent the better part of six months in the hospital.  He made almost a complete recovery, and wrote a book called "No Laughing Matter" based on his experiences.  For five points, name this writer best known for "Catch-22."


Ans: Joseph HELLER


19. In 1978 President Carter called him “A national treasure” after a White House recital.  He himself described his work as "the coordination of mind, heart and finger." For five points, what Russian-born musician who died in 1989 was the most celebrated concert pianist of the 20th century?


Ans: Vladimir HOROWITZ


20. He detested smoking and wrote a book entitled "A Counterblaste on the Use of Tobacco." Some of his other literary offerings covered demonology and scripture, but he's best remembered today for sponsoring another literary opus.  For five points, what king lent his name to a famous translation of the Bible published in 1611?


Ans:	King JAMES I Of England Or JAMES VI OF SCOTLAND  (Do NOT Accept: "James VI" unless followed by "of Scotland.")


21. For a quick five points: where would you find the ilium, the jejunum and the duodenum?


Ans:	In the Small INTESTINE Or In the INTESTINES


22. James Bay, the Belcher Islands, Cape Churchill, Fischer Strait, Rankin Inlet and Wabuk Point.  For five points, what body of water do all of these places have in common?


Ans:	They Are All Found In Or Around HUDSON BAY


23. Powerful motor vessels would set out from St. John's and Halifax, challenge the treacherous Arctic ice flows and track down the .. whitecoats" for their prized hair-fast pelts.  For five points, what animal, known scientifically as Phuca Groenlandia, were they hunting?


Ans:	The HARP SEAL


24. "One Night In Bangkok" from the musical "Chess," was a No. 3 single in 1985 for Murray Head from the musical, "Chess." For five points, what country boasts Bangkok as its capital?


Ans: THAILAND.


25. "The most important thing," he said, "was to beat Carl Lewis." Untortunately, though, the most important thing turned out to be drugs.  For five points, what 100-meter champion lost the gold in Seoul when he tested positive for steroid use?


Ans: Ben JOHNSON


(MENTOR's Note: Johnson has since been banned from international competition.)


STUMPERS


1. (15) It is essentially a morbid book, overwrought with sentimentality.  This is not surprising, as its author was suffering acutely from adolescent melancholia, and had even contemplated suicide.  For fifteen points, name this semi-autobiographical novel, written in the form of letters, which was a catharsis of sorts for young Johann Wolfgang von Goethe (GEHR-tuh).


Ans:	The SORROWS OF YOUNG WERTHER


2. (15) Wooden objects are treated with a variety of paints, sealants and waxes.  Most of these substances are now synthesized by manufacturers, but originally they were created by using some sort of organic material.  For five points each, tell me:


1)	What do we call finishes made by dissolving cellulose material in a solvent?


Ans: LACQUER


2)	What do we call finishes made by dissolving resionous material in a solvent?


Ans: VARNISH


3)	What sealing agent derived from insect residue is the most commonly used varnish?


Ans: SHELLAC


3. (15) Here are three linguistic families: Asianitic, Semitic and Hamitic.  Now, I’ll name three languages; you tell me to which of these families each belongs.  Five points each.


1)	Caucasian.


Ans: ASIANITIC


2)	Tuareg.


Ans: HAMITIC


3)	Basque.


Ans: ASIANITIC


4. (15) If I told you that I flew from LAX to JFK, I'd be telling you, using pairs of three-letter international airport codes, that I flew trom Los Angeles to New York City.  I'll give you three pairs of airport codes; in each case, you tell me trom what city I took ott and in what city I landed.  You have to get both cities right to receive your five points.


1)	ORD to STL.


Ans:	CHICAGO, Illinois to ST.  LOUIS, Missouri


2)	SEA to RNO.


Ans:	SEATTLE, Washington to RENO, Nevada


3)	SAN to SAT.


Ans:	SAN DIEGO, California to SAN ANTONIO, Texas


5. (10) Someone once said, "To get to heaven from the South, you have to change planes to Atlanta." Indeed, Hartsfield International Airport is one of the world's busiest.  For five points apiece, answer the following questions about Atlanta.


1)	Name the conglomeration of skyscrapers and the Atlanta Merchandise Mart that is often called "The Rockefeller Center of the South."


Ans:	PEACHTREE CENTER Or PEACHTREE PLAZA


2)	Name the corporate giant based in Atlanta that recently sold Columbia Pictures to the Sony Corporation.


Ans:	The COCA-COLA Company


6. (10) The American South has provided us with a number of original and idiomatic expressions that have enriched our English language.  I'll give you definitions of two insulting terms from the South; you tell me what words I'm looking for.  Five points for each correct answer.


1)	This term was used to refer to those Northern politicians and adventurers who migrated to the South to take advantage of the unsettled situation following the Civil War.


Ans:	CARPETBAGGER Or CARPETBAGGERS


2)	This term was used to refer to those white Southerners who rejoined the Republican Party and collaborated with federal Reconstruction policy.


Ans:	SCALAWAG Or SCALAWAGS


7. (10) A mind is a terrible thing to waste, but if you can't answer these questions about waste and wastelands, your team's chances may just waste away.  For five points each, tell me:


1)	In what country is the town of Arica, which had no measurable rainfall for 14 consecutive years?


Ans: CHILE


2)	What state leads the U.S. in number of hazardous waste sites?


Ans:	NEW JERSEY


8. (15) I’ll give you three clues to the identity of a year.  You'll receive fifteen points it you identify it correctly on the first clue, ten points it it takes two clues and five points it you require all three clues.


1)	Cyrus Field completes the first transatlantic cable.


2)	A pro-slavery constitution is rejected in Kansas.


3)	The Lincoln-Douglas debates take place.


Ans: 1858


9. (15) There are over 400 known species of these ocean burrowers found in warm waters.  While they are related to starfish and have the same short ot suctorial feet, they are typically spherical, disc-shaped, or heart-shaped.  Many species excavate nest-like chambers from solid rock with their teeth and spines.  For fifteen points, identity these marine echinoderms.


Ans:	SEA URCHINS


10. (15) Our Founding Fathers wrote the U.S. Constitution to protect "inalienable rights." You have the right, however, to alienate your opponents and make some points in this Stumper about constitutional amendments.  I'll paraphrase a passage from the Constitution; you tell me to what amendment I'm referring.  Five points each.


1)	The District of Columbia shall receive electoral representation in presidential elections.


Ans:	The 23RD Amendment Or Amendment XXIII


2)	Excessive bail or fines and cruel and unusual punishments are prohibited.


Ans: The 8TH Amendment Or Amendment VIII


3)	The 18th Amendment is hereby repealed.


Ans: The 21ST Amendment Or Amendment XXI


11. (10) If you've explored an encyclopedia or almanac recently, you've probably run across the names of famous explorers.  I'll ask you to identify an explorer by naming something that he was the first European to explore.  You'll receive five points for each correct answer.


1)	The present-day state of Florida.


Ans: Juan PONCE DE LEON


2)	The St. Lawrence River.


Ans: Jacques CARTIER


12. (15) Once again, I'll provide you with some words followed by three short definitions.  You tell me which definition is most correct.  Five points for each correct answer.


1)	Is an apodosis a character in Greek tragedy, a clause in a sentence or a vitamin deficiency?


Ans:	A CLAUSE in a Sentence


2)	Is a diptych a character in Greek tragedy, a writing tablet or a blood-sucking mite?


Ans:	A WRITING TABLET


3)	Is a horologe a character in Greek tragedy, a cough drop or a timepiece?


Ans: A TIMEPIECE


13. (15) It has been a popular site for filmmakers wishing to capture a “gingerbread town” on celluloid.  But this quaint Texas town with its achingly grotesque courthouse has a lot more money in mind than the film industry can bring.  For fifteen points, name this seat of Ellis County that is the future home of the multibillion dollar supercollider.


Ans:	WAXAHACHIE (WALKS-a-hatchy)


(MENTOR's Note: It's about 25 miles south of the Dallas/Ft. Worth Metroplex.)


14. (10) The Heisman Trophy is presented annually to the nations's outstanding college football player.  For many years, however, that usually meant the best running back as the college level was largely dominated by ground-oriented offenses.  In recent years, however, a number of quarterbacks have won the Heisman as more and more college programs beef up their aerial attack.  For five points each:


1)	What diminutive Boston College signal-caller won the Heisman in 1984?


Ans: Doug FLUTIE


2)	What 1986 Heisman winner from Miami now suits up with the Tampa Bay Buccaneers?


Ans:	Vinnie TESTAVERDE


15. (15) The Soviet Union is divided into fifteen Soviet Socialist Republics, or S.S.R.'s. I'll give you the capital city of an S.S.R., and you give me the name of the republic in which it can be found.


1) Kishinev.


Ans:	MOLDAVIAN S.S.R. Or MOLDAVIA


2) Yerevan.


Ans:	ARMENIAN S.S.R. Or ARMENIA


3) Riga.


Ans:	LATVIAN S.S.R. Or LATVIA


16. (10) It's commonly called a blood clot, but doctors refer to it by a different name.  Whatever the name, it's still a bit of foreign matter--be it air, fat, or cancer cells blocking the flow of blood.  For ten points, what's the scientific term?


Ans:	EMBOLUS Or EMBOLISM


17. (15) The Bible contains a number of lengthy geneaologies.  These lists of ancestors had prophetic significance to the early Christians and were held in high esteem.  Today most readers of the Bible read these passage simply to find out who "begat" whom.  I'll provide you with a characater from the Old Testament; you tell what Biblical character "begat" that person.  Five points each.


1)	What uncle of Lot begat Isaac?


Ans: ABRAHAM


2)	What son of Isaac begat Joseph and his brothers?


Ans:	JACOB Or ISRAEL


3)	What son of Lamech began Ham, Japheth and Shem?


Ans:  NOAH


18. (15) This Los Angeles high-school math teach won great acclaim for taking a group of disadvantaged Hispanic students that the system had given up on and teaching them the intricacies of calculus.  For tive points each:


1)	Who is this inspirational character?


Jaime ESCALANTE


2)	What critically-acclaimed film released in 1988 told the story of Escalante and his students?


Ans:	STAND AND DELIVER


3)	What actor who portrayed Escalante was nominated for an Academy Award?


Ans:	Edward James OLMOS


19. (15) He was a High Tory, bitterly anti-American and opposed to Canadian independence.  Yet this man who vilified colonial separatism has been called the first true colonial writer.  For fitteen points, what Nova Scotian created Sam Slick, in his book, "The Clockmaker"?


Ans:	Thomas Chandler HALIBURTON


20. (15) The underseas adventures of Jacques Cousteau are legendary documentaries of life on and under the seas.  For five points, apiece, answer the following questions about Captain Cousteau:


1) What device developed by Cousteau and his associates helped make much of his subsequent work possible?


Ans: The AQUALUNG


2)	For decades, Cousteau has spent much of his time sailing the world.  What is the name of his famous ship?


Ans: The CALYPSO


3)	What name has been given to the Cousteau Society's latest technological marvel, a research vessel fitted with giant cylindrical sails?


Ans: The ALCYONE


21. (15) During his many years of government service he held many posts,, including Ambassador to Washington and Secretary of State.  He also headed Canada's delegation to the United Nations and during the Suez Catial crisis proposed the creation of a United Nations emergency torce.  For fifteen points, name this statesman who received the Nobel Peace Prize in 1957.


Ans: Lester Bowles PEARSON


(MENTOR's Note: He also served as Prime Minister of Canada from 1963 to 1968.)


22. (10) Although actor and comedian John Belushi is gone, his comic genius lives on in the few films he made.  For five points apiece, give me the first and last names of the characters he played in the following movies.


1) The Blues Brothers.


Ans:	"Joliet" JAKE BLUES


2)	Animal House.


Ans:	JOHN BLUTARSKY (Bluto)


23. (15) I'll give you three clues to identity of a great sculptor from the 17th century.  You'll receive fifteen points for naming this Baroque master with one clue, ten it you need two clues and five points it you require all three clues.


1)	His many fountains of fanciful design may be seen throughout the city of Rome.


2)	His "Vision of Santa Theresa" is the highlight of the Cornaro Chapel which he designed.


3)	His altarwork and tombs for Urban VIII and Alexander VIl are among his chief contributions to St. Peter's Basilica.


Ans: Giovanni Lorenzo BERNINI


24. (15) It's a strange but amusing fact that the symbols from the periodic table of elements can be arranged to four four-letter words.  For instance, the symbols for barium and beryllium form the word "babe." I'll provide you with a four-letter word; you tell me which two elements' symbols form that word.  Five points each, and no swearing!


1) Acne.


Ans:	ACTINIUM And NEON


2) Bind.


Ans:	BISMUTH And NEODYMIUM


3) Fear.


Ans:	IRON And ARGON


25. (10) Pencils and paper ready for this Stumper! Take the year that President Kennedy was assassinated.  Add the atomic number of neon.  Subtract the number of states that begin with the letter "C." Express the sum of these calculations in Roman numerals, for ten points.


Ans: MCMLXX	(Do NOT Accept: 1,970)


(MENTOR's Note:	President Kennedy was assassinated in 1963.  The atomic number of neon is 10.  Three states--California, Colorado and Connecticut--all begin with the letter "C." 1,963 + 10 - 3 = 1,970--or MCMLXX.)
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