TEASERS


1. Their story is told in Virgil's "Aeneid." It was adapted as a tragedy by Christopher Marlowe, and the only opera of Henry Purcell was adapted from it. For five points, name these star-crossed lovers.


Ans:DIDO AND AENEAS


2. Bordered by Libya, Sudan and Israel, this country is almost entirely desolate and barren. Its currency is the pound; its chief crop is cotton. For five points and a chance for more, what country's capital is Cairo?


Ans: EGYPT


3. On one side, a yellow field; on the other, the papal coat of arms on a white field. For five points and a chance for more, this little flag is the emblem for what little sovereign state?


Ans:The VATICAN CITY


4. Admiral Lord Fisher was an early proponent, David Bushnell the earliest known inventor of one, and John Holland the first successful manufacturer of, for five points, what sort of vessel?


Ans:A SUBMARINE Or SUBMERSIBLE


5. The accordion, the harmonica, or the ocarina. For a quick five points, which of these instruments might be called the "musical sweet potato"?


Ans: The OCARINA (Accept: THIRD Or LAST)


6. For a quick five points, what French psychologist devised the first test to determine the intelligence quotient (or I.Q.) in humans?


Ans: Alfred BINET


7. His early plays include "Five Finger Exercises" and "The Royal Hunt of the Sun." He later developed his theme of a man searching to know the mind of God in such plays as "Equus" and the more recent "Ainadeus." Identify this British playwright, for five points.


Ans:Peter SCHAFFER


8. Most of the people belonging to this religion inhabit the state of Punjab in northwestern India. Combining beliefs of Islam and Hinduism, it rejects idol worship and embraces monotheism. For five points, name this faith founded by Guru Nanak in the 16th century.


Ans: SIKHISM


9. The name's the same: the fleshy crest or catuncle on the heads of domestic fowl; the crest or ridge of a hill; a mass of cells built by certain social wasps; or any of several toothed devices used to adjust hair. For five points and a chance for more, what's the common term?


Ans: A COMB


10. In 1953, Queen Elizabeth II paid a special visit to Tui Mallia, a member of the royal family of Tonga. She found Tui nearly blind and showing some signs of senility--not suprising, since Tui was then 176 years old! For five points, identify the nature of Tui, a gift from James Cook to the King of Tonga.


Ans:She Was A TORTOISE (Accept: TURTLE)


11. Ignace Paderewski, Arturo Toscanini and Percy Grainger were all musicians. But, for a quick five points, which of these men was not a concert pianist?


Ans:Arturo TOSCANINI (Accept: SECOND Or MIDDLE.)


12. Among his earliest films were 'Presto-Changeo" and "Porky's Hare Hunt." It was only in 1939's "A Wild Hare" that his flippant attitude, jaunty demeanor and all-pervasive air of superiority made him a star. For five points, name this ... wascally wabbit."


Ans:BUGS BUNNY


13. For a quick five points, which of the following archaic games is closest to bowling: barsom, skittles or crowball?


Ans:SKITTLES (Accept: SECOND Or MIDDLE)


14. A simple implant can cost $1,500; a dorsal flap, $3 500; a radical reconstruction and removal, as much as $8,060. For five points, these are all operations performed on what organ?


Ans:The BREAST


15. One happened in Chicago in 1671, another in Hamburg in 1842, and a really big one occurred in London in 1666. For five points, what catastrophe happened in those cities in those years?


Ans: FIRES


16. Arms control, the most critical issue in East-West relations for many years, appeared closer to reality as 1987 neared its end. A basic accord was hammered out in Washington between U.S. Secretary of State George Shultz and, for five points, which Soviet Foreign Minister?


Ans:Eduard A. SHEVARDNABZE


17. If you're a stoic, you're indifferent to it. If you have algophobia, you're abnormally fearful of it. If you're a sadist you give it, and if you're a masochist you want it. For five points, what's the subject.of this Teaser?


Ans: PAIN


18. At a distance of 25 tril ion miles, it takes light 4.3 years to reach us from this binary-star system, our nearest fixed neighbor in the heavens. For five points and a chance for more, identify this yellow star of magnitude 17.


Ans:ALPHA CENTAURI A Or PROXIMA CENTAURI


19. The Syrian is bigger than the Namibian. The Nubian is bigger than the Syrian. The Libyan is bigger than the Nubian. But, for five points and a chance for more, just what are they?


Ans: DESERTS


20. Built in the 14th century, it was ordered burned by Rostopchin, the Russian governor, in 1812. Rebuilt in 1816, this world-famous Moscow fortress is now identified with the Soviet government. For five points, where does the Politburo meet?


Ans: The KREMLIN


(MENTOR'S Note: Governor Rostopchin ordered the Kremlin burned to keep it from the invading French army under Napoleon.)


21. With 96 victories, he was the top U.S. flying ace in World War but later made a name for himself as an automobile-racing driver. He became one of America's three leading drivers but he never bothered to get a driver's license. For five points, name this 20th century adventurer who went on to become president of Eastern Airlines.


Ans:Edward Vernon “Eddie” RICKENBACKER


22. The music, particularly the "Habanera," is inspired by Afro-Cuban folk dances. The setting is Spanish, the language is French. For five points, what opera by Georges Bizet am I describing?


Ans: CARMEN


23. His family was Jewish, but they converted and reared him as a Roman Catholic. Originally a physician, he became known for his prophetic gifts which came to light with the publication of his book, "Centuries." Identify, for five points, this 16th-century diviner.


Ans: Nostradamus


24. It was a great landing--but it was in the wrong place! For five points, what West German pilot was sentenced in 1987 to four years in a Soviet labor camp for landing his Cessna in Red Square?


Ans: Matthias RUST


25. Born Josef Korzenlowski, he was a seaman from 1874 to about 1894. He became a British citizen in 1886 and is best known for his novels in English that study small groups of men at moments of extreme moral crisis. For five points, identify this author of "Nostromo," "Lord Jim," and "Heart of Darkness."


Ans:Joseph CONRAD


STUMPERS


1. (15) This famed American inventor gave us many useful items, including the radio-tube oscillator, the telephone amplifier, and the radio beacon. Identify this American equivalent of Marconi, for fifteen points.


Ans: Lee DE FOREST


2. (15) Many literary greats have not been convinced of their own worth. Being artists, however, they could not resist a certain creativity in arranging their own deaths. Ernest Hemingway, for instance, shot himself with a shotgun. I'll name three famous literary figures; you tell me how they ended their lives, for five points each.


1)Arthur Koestler.


Ans: He Took POISON In A Suicide Pact With His Wife


2)Virginia Woolf.


Ans: DROWNED Herself After Prolonged Fits Of Insanity


3)Yasunari Kawabata.


Ans:Committed Ceremonial HARA-KIRI Or SEPPUKU


3. (15) I'll describe some gemstones; you provide their names, for five points each.


1)Also called chrysolite or olivine, it is typically brown or olive green.


Ans: PERIDOT


2) Its name means "Turkish Stone." It's usually sky-blue with white or brown streaks.


Ans: TURQUOISE


3)In various colors, this' banded and layered quartz stone has been used for years to make marbles.


Ans: AGATE


4. (15) Many pop singers over the years have recorded number-on6 songs with the help of a partner or second lead singer. I'll name the determined and distinctive duo, and you name their recording of remarkable repute. Five points for each right answer.


1)The year was 1983; the pair was Paul McCartney and Michael Jackson.


Ans:SAY SAY SAY


2)in 1985, the work by Phil Collins and Marilyn Martin.


Ans:SEPARATE LIVES


3)The song featuring John Travolta and Olivia Newton-John in 1978.


Ans:YOU'RE THE ONE THAT I WANT


5. (15) You can build up your score by fifteen points with a correct answer on the first clue, ten points on the second, or five points on the third if you can name this world-famous building.


1)It celebrated its 900th anniversary on December 28, 1965.


2)It contains 12 chapels, and it is the burial place of at least 13 kings of England.


3)It's the most famous abbey-church in London.


Ans:WESTMINSTER ABBEY


6. (10) Pencil and paper ready, please! Take the number of stories in "The Decameron" by Boccaccio. Subtract the prime number between 17 and 23. Express as a Roman numeral, for ten points.


Ans:LXXXI (81)


(MENTOR's Note: 100 stories by Boccaccio; the prime number between 17 and 23 is 19; 100 - 19 = 81, which is LXXXI as a Roman numeral.)


7. (15) I'll give you three clues to the identity of a famed astronomer. You'll get fifteen points if you can guess his identity in one clue, ten for two, five for three, or zero if you miss it entirely!


1) He is considered the father of modern cosmology.


2) He proved that the universe is expanding with his discovery of the "red shift."


3) He is the namesake of NASA's projected orbital telescope, which will be the most powerful in history.


Ans:Edwin Powell HUBBLE


8. (15) If you were to snatch some "Z's" at this moment you could miss fifteen "E-Z" points about countries beginning with the letter "Z." For five points each, give me the three African nations whose names begin with the letter "Z."


Ans:ZAIRE, ZAMBIA And ZIMBABWE


9. (15) In an attempt to disguise the inequities of apartheid, South Africa has created a number of homelands within its borders for its black populace. As of 1987, four of these homelands had been declared independent, but not a single country other than South Africa recognizes them as nations. Name any three of the four "independent" homelands, for five points each.


Ans:BOPHUTHATSWANA, CISKEI, TRANSKEI And VENDA


10. (15) You may think your Mentor is leering, but in fact I'm probably grimacing in sympathy. You'll raise a smile and receive five points for each correct answer about the following "Lear-ing" individuals.


1)First, name the Lear who wrote "The Owl and the Pussycat."


Ans: EDWARD Lear


2)Next, name the Lear who gave us "All in the Family" and "Maude."


Ans:NORMAN Lear


3)Finally, name the Lear who invented a jet and the 8-track tape player.


Ans:WILLIAM Or BILL Lear


11. (10) It's time to play name that down-under rock group! I'll name a number-one song; you name the "down-under" band that brought it to the American pop charts. Five points for each right answer.


1)The Aussie band that recorded "Down Under" in 1983.


Ans:MEN AT WORK


2)The "Jive Talkin"' down-under group that recorded no less than nine number-one hits in the '70s.


Ans: The BEE GEES


12. (10) He sought after the Revolution to unite Midwestern tribes against encroachment of their homelands. Despite British support, his plans were thwarted by the defeat of his twin brother, Tenskwatawa (The Shawnee Prophet), at the Battle of Tippecanoe in 1811, and he himself died fighting for the British in 1813. For Len points, name this great Indian chief, warrior and orator.


Ans: TECUMSEH


13. (15) You can earn fifteen points for answering this question on the first clue, ten points on the second clue, and five points on the third clue if you can name this famous "show."


1)Descended from the Italian Commedia dell'Arte, its characters were introduced into London in 1666.


2)One major character is identified with Pontius Pilate; the other with Judas the Betrayer.


3)It's a comic-puppet-show that has also been found in Egypt, Persia, India, China and Japan.


Ans:PUNCH AND JUDY


14. (15) For example: when bonded with cobalt, tungsten carbide's unusual hardness makes it the standard for high-performance cutting tools. Others, such as aluminum oxide and titanium carbide, can triple tool life with the application of only a thin coating. Another, silicon dioxide, is the foundation of all glasses. For fifteen points, what group of compounds am I describing?


Ans: CERAMICS


15. (15) In Brahmanism it is a synonym of Moksha, meaning spiritual freedom. In Buddhism, it means the final release of the soul from the necessity of transmigration. For fifteen points, what is the Sanskrit word which literally means "blowing out"?


Ans: NIRVANA


16. (15) The Triple Alliance among Germany, Austria-HungaLry and Italy did not survive the conflagration of World War I; neither did its rival mutual-assistance pact, the Triple Entente. You'll receive fifteen points (all or nothing) for naming every nation that belonged to the Triple Entente.


Ans:Great BRITAIN Or ENGLAND, FRANCE And RUSSIA


17. (15) In 1944, Bing Crosby might have said that things were "going his way." See if you can answer these questions about Bing and his movie that made his critics sing, ding, ring, ping and zing! Five points for each correct response.


1)Name this winner of the Best Picture Oscar.


Ans:GOING MY WAY


2)Name its director, who also was rewarded with an Oscar.


Ans:Leo McCAREY


3) Bing won for Best Actor ' but who won the award for Best


Supporting Actor in the same movie?


Ans:Barry FITZGERALD


18. (10) You're all colorful players and I'm a colorful Mentor. But let's see how well you know your spectrum from the following allusions. I'll describe two colors; you tell me what they are, for five points each.


1)The color of profanity and of first place.


Ans: BLUE


2)The color of royalty and ill-suppeessed anger.


Ans: PURPLE


19. (10) A Baseball Hall of FaLmer, he set a single season strikeout record in 1946 with 348. In 1938, he struck out 18 batters in a single game. For ten points, who did Cleveland Indians fans call "Rapid Robert"?


Ans: Robert "Bob" FELLER


20. (15) Drugs are commonly classified by their effects. Opium, for instance, is a narcotic while alcohol is a depressant. I'll name a drug; you tell me what sort of drug it is. Five points each.


1)Phencyclidine.


Ans:HALLUCINOGEN (It's better known as PCP or Angel Dust)


2)Caffeine.


Ans:STIMULANT


3) Cocaine.


Ans:STIMULANT


21. (15) Prisons are overcrowded and many states' new "get tough" laws are increasing the problem. You'll receive five points for each question you can answer about our states' prisons.


1)Which state currently has the most inmates?


Ans:CALIFORNIA


2)Which large state's prisons are now the most overcrowded?


Ans: OHIO


3)Which Western state currently has the least number of offenders with sentences longer than one year?


Ans: HAWAII


22. (10) A trefoil is an architectural decoration that roughly resembles a clover leaf, or the "club" suit in any standard deck of playing cards. This design is formed by the intersection of three cusps For ten points, in what kind of building would you likely find a trefoil and such items as a triptych and a chancel?


Ans:In A CHURCH Or CATHEDRAL


23. (10) Fermilab, Brookhaven and Stanford have done exceptional work in the field but theirs are now, probably, inadequate. Scientists have recently proposed the construction of the Superconducting Super Collider, which would be the world's largest.


1)For five points, it would be the largest what!


Ans:PARTICLE ACCELERATOR Or CYCLOTRON


2)For five points, what building block of protons are particle accelerators designed to study?


Ans: The QUARK


24. (15) The social and economic problems of the turn of the century were kept in the public eye by Realist fiction writers. We'll provide three celebrated works of Realist fiction, you give me the authors, for five points each.


1)The author of “Sister Carrie”


Ans: Theodore DREISER


2)The author of "The Jungle."


Ans: Upton SINCLAIR


3)The author of "The Lower Depths."


Ans: Maxim GORKY


25. (10) World War 11 effectively ended the American isolationist movement and elevated the new position of Secretary of Defense to one of great importance. I'll describe two well-known U.S. secretaries of Defense; you provide their names, for five points &piece.


1)This Ford Motor Company executive and critic of nuclear policy served in this position during the Vietnam War.


Ans: Robert McNAMARA


2)This career bureaucrat, who currently heads the Defense Department, succeeded Caspar Weinberger in 1987.


Ans: Frank CARLUCCI
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