MENTIS 8et 74, Teaser No. 1 (5 points)


George Orwell ' s book "Homage to Catalonia," Pablo Picasso's painting "Guernica," and TEASERS


1. George Orwell’s book “Homage to Catalonia,” Pablo Picasso’s painting “Guernica,” and Ernest Hemingway's novel "For Whom The Bell Tolls." For five points, these works are all concerned with what contlict of the 20th century?


Ans: The SPANISH CIVIL WAR     (1936-39)


2. Sgt.  John M. Stryker, Matt Garth, Rooster Cogburn, and Genghis Khan.  For five points, what late actor is associated with all of these film roles?


Ans: John WAYNE


3. Hurricane Hugo smashed into South Carolina on September 22, 1989.  The historic old city of Charleston was especially hard hit by the region's worst storm in 35 years.  Nothing escaped Hugo's fury, not even a solidly-built landmark in the city's harbor.  For five points, what national monument from the Civil War was seriously damaged by Hugo?


Ans:	FORT SUMTER National Monument


 (MENTOR's Note: The historic old tort whose bombardment triggered the Civil War suffered over $1 million in damage from the hurricane.)


4. The original European colonists called it "broken land." Later, this urban area became well known for its gangsters, athletes and other colorful characters.  For five points, what New York City borough am I describing?


Ans: BROOKLYN


5. The New York Institute for the Investigation of Polling Spheroids is, in fact, a real organization devoted to blue streaks, agates and cat's-eyes.  For five points, in what sort of activity does this group fanatically engage?


Ans:	MARBLE Games Or MARBLES


6. Archimedes used the displacement of water, while Robert Hare employed an inverted U-tube connected to an air pump.  Today this property is usually measured with a hydrometer.  For five points, what do scientists call the ratio of the mass of a body to a standard substance with mass of equal volume?


Ans:	SPECIFIC GRAVITY


7. In Hamburg, it's a "kartoffel." In Paris, it's called a "pomme de terre." In Idaho, it's probably just a spud.  For five points, what crop's failure helped promote Irish immigration to America?


Ans: The POTATO


8. Robert Ludlum has written a number of popular thrillers, including “The Scarlatti Inheritance.” For five points: it you received an inheritance from Domenico Scarlatti, would it most likely be a microscope a mandolin or a muzzle-loading rifle?


Ans: A MANDOLIN


(MENTOR's Note: Domenico Scarlatti was a celebrated composer of the 18th century.)


9. Elmo Lincoln was the first but others followed, including Ron Ely and Johnny Weissmuller.  For five points: what character, created by Edgar Rice Burroughs, is often addressed as "Lord Greystoke"?


Ans: TARZAN Of The Apes


10. A percussionist makes his living with it, a broadcaster filters it selectively and a phonophobe is terrified by it.  For five points: what word describes a din, a clamor or pandemonium?


Ans: NOISE


11. Ferdinand de Saussure, Jacob Grimm and Leonard Bloomfield all have had a great influence on the development of this intellectual pursuit.  For five points, what social science is concerned with morphemics, phonemics and phonetics?


Ans:	LINGUISTICS


12. For a quick five points: what British-owned group of islands includes Jersey, Guernsey, Alderney and Sark?


Ans: The CHANNEL Islands     (In the English Channel)


13. With the death of its last inmate in 1988, this celebrated European facility definitely went out of business, as work on its demolition started almost immediately.  For five points, what jail housed Rudolf Hess for over forty years?


Ans: SPANDAU Prison     (In West Berlin)


(MENTOR's Note: Hess had been the last remaining Nazi war criminal imprisoned at Spandau.)


14. Albert Schweitzer's last name is German.  He was, however, a citizen of France.  This seeming discrepancy may be more easily explained if you can deduce his birthplace.  For five points, what European territory was for many years the subject of a border dispute between Germany and France?


Ans:	ALSACE-LORRAINE


15. Almost nothing is known about this writer's life.  Only fragments of her work have survived the long centuries, but her poems "To Aphrodite" and an unnamed "Maiden" have cemented her reputation as one ot the greatest poets of antiquity.  For five points, who was this woman born on the Greek isle of Lesbos?


Ans: SAPPHO


16. An example known as Charybdis can be found between Italy and Sicily.  Ott the coast of Norway is one known as "the Great Maelstrom." Both are justifiably feared by mariners.  For five points, what do we call a localized area of water whose currents are in a continual state of pronounced vertical spin?


Ans: A WHIRLPOOL


17. There are many Republics in Asia and Africa.  For a quick five points, what ancient Greek philosopher promoted use of this term by authoring "The Republic"?


Ans: PLATO


18. When this Detroit product made it to the top, he bought a flamingo-pink Cadillac.  Although his last years were troubled by diabetes and Alzheimer's disease, his public image is still that of the flamboyant boxer often considered "the greatest fighter, pound for pound, who ever lived." For five points, name this boxing legend who died in 1989.


Ans: "Sugar" Ray ROBINSON


19. McFadden Holdings purchased it for $412.5 million, which is about $412.5 million more than the average American pays for it. Of course, McFadden wasn't buying a copy of this popular weekly, but the tabloid itself.  For five points, what is this staple of supermarket checkstands?


Ans:	The NATIONAL ENQUIRER


 (MENTOR's Note: For "Enquiring" minds like yours: $412.5 million will buy two copies of the Enquirer for every man, woman and child in the U.S.)


20. The son of a customs official, he harbored dreams of success as an artist.  He was drafted and served his country with distinction in World War 1. After the war ended he abandoned the artist's life and sought a career in politics.  For five points, this is a quick sketch of the early life of what 20th-century leader?


Ans: Adolf HITLER


(MENTOR's Note: As more than one person has said, "What a pity he had no artistic talent")


21. The name's the same. a fruit once known as the Chinese gooseberry, species ot birds generically called apteryx and a nickname for natives ot New Zealand.  For five points, what one word am I looking tor?


Ans: KlWl


22. In terms ot area, Canada is the largest nation in North America and Brazil is the largest nation in South America.  For five points, what country whose capital is Khartoum is the largest African nation in area?


Ans: The SUDAN


23. Abraham Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation in 1863.  This is well remembered.  Less well known, however, is another national proclamation of Lincoln's from that same year, which he issued at the urging of Mrs. Sarah J. Hale.  For five points, what holiday did this proclamation establish?


Ans:	THANKSGIVING


(MENTOR's Note: Although this holiday is well-entrenched by now, a presidential proclamation of Thanksgiving is still issued each year.)


24. He was described by his contemporaries as "the demon of the revolution" but his writings were banned in 1936 as the ravings of a lunatic.  Under glasnost, however, this man reviled for decades as the arch-villain of Soviet history is receiving a new look.  For five points, what revolutionary's centenary in 1989 was marked by the release of his once-banned writings?


Ans: Leon TROTSKY


25. In 1979 the minority government of Joe Clark collapsed, only six months after the Progressive Conservatives had defeated the ruling Liberal Party.  On that same day, the Canadian Supreme Court voided a controversial Quebec law.  For five points, what did this law attempt to make official and exclusive in that province?


Ans: The Use of The FRENCH Language


STUMPERS


1. (15) Do you know what time it is? Time to make points! You can make fifteen points in a very short time by identifying this year with one clue, ten points it you need two and five points it you require all three clues.


1)	At age 38, Ted Williams leads the American League in hitting with a batting average of .388.


2)	President Eisenhower sends federal troops to Little Rock, Arkansas, to enforce school integration.


3)	The Soviet-Union launches Sputnik 1, the first man-made satellite in Earth's orbit.


Ans: 1957


2. (15) Many scholars feel that these three books did more to change the thinking of Victorian-era man than any others.  I'll name the author; you give me the title of his influential book.  Five points each.


1)	Karl Marx.


Ans:	CAPITAL Or DAS KAPITAL


2)	Charles Darwin.


Ans:	On The ORIGIN OF SPECIES By Natural Selection


3)	Sigmund Freud.


Ans:	The INTERPRETATION OF DREAMS


3. Neil Simon is probably the best known Americad playwright, with a steady stream of Broadway hits like "Barefoot in the Park" and "The Odd Couple," but critics have complained that much of his work is superficial.  Of late, however, Simon has quieted much of the criticism with a trilogy of bittersweet plays drawn from his childhood and early adolescence.  You'll receive five points each for naming these three mature works of Neil Simon.


Ans:	BRIGHTON BEACH MEMOIRS, BILOXI BLUE, BROADWAY BOUND


4. (10) In the 1950's he sailed a replica of a Polynesian raft across the South Pacific.  In the 1970's he built a replica of an Egyptian ratt made of papyrus reeds and sailed it across the Atlantic to Barbados.  For ten points, who is this flamboyant and daring Norwegian anthropologist?


Ans: Thor HEYERDAHL


(MENTOR's Note: Heyerdahl's feats proved that prehistoric cultures in Africa and the Americas possessed the technology to traverse large bodies of water.)


5. (15) Central America often seems like one large jungle to us gringos, but, like most parts of the world, it contains a number of different political and religious groups.  I'll describe a Central American country; you give me its name.  Five points apiece.


1)	This Commonwealth nation does not belong to the OAS.  One out of every twenty citizens practices the Baha'i faith.


Ans: BELIZE


2)	This former Colombian territory has a large Muslim population and is a member of the non-aligned movement.


Ans:  PANAMA


3)	This Republic has no standing army and its Roman Catholic population supports the region's most democratic society.


Ans:	COSTA RICA


6. (10) In 1988 his studio was accused of producing a "Mighty Mouse" short that promoted the use of cocaine.  This is a little understandable, as this maverick of the animation world has made a number of adult films that feature explicit sex and drug use.  For ten points, who directed films like "Fritz the Cat' and "American Pop"?


Ans: Ralph BAKSHI


7. (15). "Satisfaction," as performed by The Rolling Stones, was a classic song of the '60's.  The Stones had many more hits and are justitiably considered one of the most important bands in the history of rock.  Ah, but what about all those groups who had only one hit in them? I'll name a classic song of the '60's; you tell me what one-shot group made it famous.  Five points each.


1)	"Land of 1000 Dances."


Ans:	CANNIBAL AND THE HEADHUNTERS


2)	"96 Tears."


Ans:	? (QUESTION MARK) AND THE MYSTERIANS


3)	"I Fought the Law."


Ans:	The BOBBY FULLER FOUR


8. (15) Most experts in the field of linguistics recognize three major branches ot European language: Germanic, Slavonic and Romance.  I'll name a European tongue; you tell me whether it is a Germanic, Slavonic or Romance language--five points for each correct answer.


1)	Polish.


Ans: SLAVONIC


2)	Portuguese.


Ans: ROMANCE


3)	English.


Ans: GERMANIC


9. (15) Stamp collecting is one of the world's most popular hobbies.  You can earn five points for each correct answer and stamp yourself with a mark of distinction in this Stamper--I mean, Stumper.


1)	What one word describes a stamp collector?


Ans:	A PHILATELIST


2)	The first adhesive postage stamp was issued in 1840.  What name derived from its color and denomination has been given to this rare British stamp?


Ans:	The PENNY, BLACK


3)	A one-cent stamp from 1856 is generally regarded as the world's rarest stamp.  What British colony in the New World issued it?


Ans:	BRITISH GUIANA (Now the independent nation of Guyana)


10. (15) Time marches on! You can march away with five points for each part of this Stumper about recent times, as we play "Examining the 80's!' I'll name a celebrated event from the 1980's; you identity the year in which the event occurred.


1)	The Senate rejects the nomination of Robert Bork to the Supreme Court.


Ans: 1987


2)	Mikhail Gorbachev succeeds Konstantin Chernenko as leader of the Soviet Union.


Ans: 1985


3)	The Equal Rights Amendment falls three states short of ratification.


Ans: 1982


11. (15) For many years it was believed that the earth and other heavenly bodies were perfect spheres.  Scientists now know,, however, that the earth is somewhat flattened in shape.  You'll deflate your opponents by perfectly answering questions about this phenomenon; five points for each correct answer.


1)	Within ten miles, what is the earth's mean radius?


Ans:	3,958.89 Miles (Accept: 3,948.89 - 3,968.89 Miles)


2)	Which is greater--the earth's polar radius or the earth's equatorial-radius?


Ans:	The EQUATORIAL Radius (3,960.97 vs. 3,947.64 Miles)


3)	Obviously, the earth is NOT a perfect sphere.  What term accurately describes its true geometric shape?


Ans:	An OBLATE SPHEROID


12. (10) In the latest example of the resurgent popularity of dinosaurs, the U.S. Postal Service has, with great publicity, issued a series of stamps designed to cash in on this Cretaceous craze.  One of the stamps has aroused the ire of paleontologists, because it identifies the creature with a term no longer used by the scientific community.  For five points each:


1)	What now-obsolete name meaning 'thunder lizard" appears on the stamp in question?


Ans:	BRONTOSAURUS


2)	What name do paleontologists now give to the creature incorrectly identified as a brontosaurus?


Ans:	APATOSAURUS


13. (10) The ancient Greeks practiced a type of religious psychotherapy: sick pilgrims would flock to the temples and undergo marathon sessions of fasting and sacrifice.  When they dozed off, priests would give them drugs and make suggestions for cures.  You'll receive the best cure for a low score--five points--for each correct answer in this Stumper about ancient Greek medicine.


1)	What son of Apollo was the center of these ancient Greek healing cults?


Ans: ASCLEPIUS


2)	Asclepius carried a staff with a serpent curled around it.  What do we call this device that became a medical symbol?


Ans: A CADUCEUS


14. (15) Let's take a trip down the Nile and play "Disgusting Demigods!' I'll name a character from Egyptian mythology.  You'll receive five points for each one you can identify.


1)	This Egyptian goddess of the earth was regularly visited by her husband in the form of the Nile.


Ans: ISIS


2)	This Egyptian deity was hot only Isis's husband; he was also the god of the lower world and of fertility.


Ans: OSIRIS


3)	This Egyptian deity w:lth the head of a Jackal was the emblem of watchfulness and fidelity.


Ans: ANUBIS


15. (15) Michael Dukakis lost the 1988 presidential election but was successful in beating back challenges from a number of rivals for the Democratic nomination.  I'll describe three of these candidates; you give me their names, for five points apiece.


1)	This Congressman from Missouri emphasized protectionism in his campaign and is now House Majority Leader.


Ans:	Richard "Dick" GEPHARDT


2)	This Senator from Tennessee is named after his father and has held the same offices- Congressman and Senator.


Ans: Albert GORE, Jr.


3)	This Delaware Senator withdrew from the race after charges ot plagiarism.


Ans: Joseph BIDEN, Jr.


16. (15) The comic book character 'Superman" has a flowing red cape and a big letter "S" on his chest.  This is probably not what a certain thinker had in mind when he coined the term "Superman." But you might be a mental "superman" it you can answer all three questions about this philosopher and his ideas.  Five points each.


1)	What German philosopher conceived the "Superman' doctrine?


Ans: Friedrich Wilhelm NIETZSCHE   (NEET-chuh)


2)	If the comic book "Superman" had been true to Nietzsche's prototype, what big letter might he have had on his chest?


Ans: The Letter "U"     (From the German, "Ubermensch")


3)	What proper name did Nietzsche give to his own fictional "Superman"?


Ans:	ZARATHUSTRA


17. (15) Canada won ten medals at the 1988 Summer Olympics, including three golds.  Two of these golds were awarded in the same sport.  You'll get a gold medal or five points (my choice), for correctly answering each of these Summer Olympics questions:


1)	In what relatively young sport did Canada earn the two gold medals?


Ans:	SYNCHRONIZED SWIMMING


2)	What world champion won medals in both the solo and duet competitions of synchronized swimming?


Ans:	Carolyn WALDO


3)	What super-heavyweight boxer claimed Canada's other gold medal in Seoul?


Ans: Lennox LEWIS


18. (10) The Abbot ot Glastonbury sent a message to Henry VIII to protest the mistreatment of monasteries by certain manor lords.  This messenger stole the deed to the manor of Wells and the Abbot was falsely accused and punished for the crime.  For ten points, this historical anecdote about a lackey making off with a ..plum" assignment is supposed to have inspired what children's nursery rhyme?


Ans:	LITTLE JACK HORNER


(MENTOR's Note: "...he put in his thumb, and pulled out a plum! Oh, what a good boy am I")


19. (15) This Dutch jurist, theologian and philosopher was a believer in “natural law” but also gave the customs and agreements of society much weight.  This eclectic approach is demonstrated in his famous treatise "The Law of War and Peace." For fifteen points, what 17th-century thinker has been rightly called "the father of international law"?


Ans: Hugo GROTIUS


20. (10) You may think this quiz is the zenith of zaniness, yet you can make more than zero by spelling the following words beginning with the letter "Z'! For five points each, spell:


1) Zephyr.                     


Ans: Z E P H Y R


2) Zucchini.                   


Ans: Z  U C C H I N I


21. (15) In 1989 Boston third baseman Wade Boggs, despite hitting .330, tailed to win the batting title in the American League for the first time since 1984.  You'll win five points for answering each question about batting titles in the '80's.


1)	What Twins center fielder beat out Boggs for the batting title in the last days of the 1989 season?


Ans: Kirby PUCKETT hit .340 in 1989


2)	What Oakland A and former American League batting champion also finished ahead of Boggs?


Ans: Carney LANSFORD hit .336 in 1989


3)	What Yankees first baseman was the last player to edge Boggs in the A.L. batting race prior to 1989?


Ans: Don MATTINGLY hit .343 in 1983


22. (15) When we think of romance, we might think of many things--Barbara Cartland, the high school prom or even a group of languages.  When the adjective "Romantic" is applied to music, however, it generally refers to European music written between 1830 and 1900.  I'll name a well-known piece of music from the Romantic period; you give me its composer.  Five points each.


1)	The Damnation of Faust.


Ans: Hector BERLIOZ


2)	Transcendental Etudes.


Ans:	Franz LISZT


3)	Parsifal.


Ans:	Richard WAGNER


23. (10) In his amusing "Hitchhiker" series of books, Douglas Adams writes of an alien race which builds a gigantic supercomputer called "Deep Thought" designed to calculate the “Answer to the Ultimate Question about Life, the Universe and Everything.” In 1989 five graduate students at Pittsburgh's Carnegie-Mellon University built their own “Deep Thought” computer.  For five points each:


1)	What was this real-life "Deep Thought" designed to do?


Ans:	It Was Designed To PLAY CHESS


2)	What world champion did "Deep Thought" play in 1989?


Garri KASPAROV


(MENTOR's Note: Kasparov easily defeated the supercomputer twice in a span of five hours.)


24. (10) In 1988 the General Synod of the Church of England voted to admit women to the priesthood, despite opposition from the Archbishop of Canterbury.  You'll receive five points for each answer you can provide on this controversy in Christendom.


1)	What Archbishop of Canterbury warned that the issue of female priests could split the church?


Ans: Robert RUNCIE


2)	What black priest, originally from Philadelphia, became the first female bishop in the Episcopal Church?


Ans: The Reverend Barbara C. HARRIS     (Now of Boston)


25. (10) Many of our U.S. states observe holidays that honor individuals or commemorate events important in the particular state's history.  I'll provide three pairs of state holidays; you give me the states in question.  Five points apiece.


1)	Will Rogers Day and Cherokee Strip Day.


Ans: OKLAHOMA


2)	San Jacinto Day and Confederate Heroes Day.


Ans: TEXAS
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