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1. The Agar is the closest Hungarian relative of this breed of dog, while other breeds related to this one include the Russian Borzoi. A cross between this breed of dog and any other kind of dog is referred to as a “lurcher”. This dog was first bred for deer and later hare coursing. This breed is probably the best-known (*) sighthound, and thus is related to the Egyptian Saluki, as well as to the smaller Whippet. Massachusetts is the most recent state to ban the use of these dogs for their most common purpose, in which they chase a white rabbit. For ten points, name this breed of dog used for racing, which also names a bus company. 

ANSWER: Greyhound
2. Because these birds prefer high-salinity areas, they have adapted to be able to drink boiling water, which lets them drink from geysers. Four species of this bird live in South America, including the James’s, the Andean, and the Chilean, while the other two species live in Africa, including in the  (*) Great Rift Valley. This animal’s most notable feature comes from carotenoid proteins in the plankton that these birds eat. This bird’s downward curved beak is good for filtering silt, and they can wade deep into water because of their long legs. They can also stand on just one leg. For ten points, name this bird that is pink. 

ANSWER: Flamingos
3. A user by the name of “Vorepunny” has posted a story on hungrypokemon.net in which one of these creatures eats a Quilava. According to one Pokedex entry, this creature’s colors change based on the angle in which you view them, while numerous Pokedex entries note how viewing it will calm your emotions. In the Platinum game, the sprite for it was mis-designed so that when it was shiny, its antennae appear blue if it’s female, while red if male. It is of the third generation like Luvdisc and it also learns the (*) safeguard move, which it does before learning “aqua ring.” Frustratingly, catching the precursor to this Pokemon usually involves fishing in one of six or so squares of water that changes daily. Its name comes from a statue current housed in the Louvre and is the only Pokemon to be obtained by evolving its predecessor when its “beauty” is high enough. For 10 points, identify this evolved form of Feebas.

ANSWER: Milotic
4. This dinosaur’s closest known relative is a Brazilian dinosaur whose name means “annoying”, Irritator. This lizard-hipped dinosaur was first discovered in Egypt, but that original skeleton of this theropod was destroyed during the Allied bombing of Germany in World War Two. This Cretaceous dinosaur’s close relatives included the fish-eating Suchomimus and Baryonyx, and this dinosaur’s (*) long snout also suggests a diet of fish. Unlike the smaller Tyrannosaurus, this dinosaur had fully formed forearms. This dinosaur was the largest land predator to ever live. For ten points, name this massive meat-eating dinosaur, with a giant sail on its back. 

ANSWER: Spinosaurus
5. The niphobles species of this animal, called the “grass” [this], can be caught from the shore. The rubripres species of this animal is a model organism used in medical research, and its genome has been completely sequenced. The liver of this animal is strictly regulated and is illegal to sell, and a special utensil called the “willow blade” is used to slice this animal. This animal’s most notable characteristic comes from the fact that it is colonized by the Pseudoalteromonas bacteria, which produces (*) Tetrodotoxin, which blocks sodium channels and thus shuts down the nervous system. For ten points, name this food fish prized in Japan, which is extremely poisonous and must be prepared by a specially trained chef. 

ANSWER: fugu or pufferfish
6. After this creature is designed, a newspaper headline reads that this creature will “make life worthwhile”, and a cardboard stand-up of this creature is used to advertise brillo pads for 98 cents. This creature tells kids to “always recycle…TO THE EXTREME!” This creature claims to be “half Joe Camel and a third Fonzareli”, as well as “a kung fu (*) hippie from gangster city” in a rap song. This creature is first encountered during a trip to a fireworks factory, when he is seen as a hitchhiker with a surf board. This creature died on the way back to his home planet, a response to his unpopularity as a character. For ten points, name this cartoon character voiced by Homer Simpson, a canine who was briefly the companion of Itchy and Scratchy. 

ANSWER: Poochie or Poochie D

7. In 1995, the first carnivorous members of this phylum were discovered, an adaptation to life in resource-poor areas like Antarctica. Collagen in these animals is produced by cells called Lophocytes, which are amoeba-shaped and move freely though these creatures’s bodies. The largest and most complex creatures in this phylum adopt the Leuconoid body shape, while simpler creatures adopt the Syconoid or Asconoid shape. This phylum’s (*) sclerocyte cells produce the spicules that give these creatures structure. The body of these creatures is made up of a substance called Mesohyl, which has holes called ostia. These animals have special flagellated “collar cells” called Choanocytes that create a flow of water through these creatures, which are shaped as simple tubes. For ten points, name this simplest animal phylum, home to sponges. 

ANSWER: Porifera [prompt on “sponges”]
8. A species of this creature, called Jackson’s [this creature], has three horns on its face and is found in the mountains of Tanzania. These creatures exhibit Zygodactyly, or having half of their toes facing inwards and half facing outwards, which allows them to grasp branches. These creatures are found primarily in Africa, Madagascar, and on islands in the Indian ocean. These creatures have stereoscopic eyes that can (*) move independently. The tongues of these reptiles have a suction mechanism on their tip, allowing these lizards to eat by shooting out their long tongue, to which prey will stick. For ten points, name these lizards who can change their skin color. 

ANSWER: Chameleons [accept: Chamaeleonidae]
9. In one work by this author, an octopus is described as a "creeping murderer" in the Great Tide Pool on the tip of the Peninsula as a character collects starfish. Enrique, Pajarito, Rudolph, Fluff and Senor Alec Thompson followed a character in another work by this man. Another of that character's dogs had been healed by the intercession of St. Francis, but was run over by a truck shortly afterward. In some of his works, Doc collects specimens for Western Biological, and likes (*) octopi a little better than his female companion as he grows more interested in his research into octopod apoplexy, and in another, the Pirate preached to his dogs about stories of St. Francis. In another work, one character gets in trouble by his reaction to a shared characteristic of Oryctolagus cuniculus and members of the Muridae family, and died thinking about the Leporidae family. For ten points, name the author of this work where Lennie and George plan to buy a rabbit farm, as well as the novels Sweet Thursday, Cannery Row, Tortilla Flat, Of Mice and Men.

ANSWER: George Steinbeck
10. Cladoselache is a notable genus of shark from this period. Ammonites, a now-extinct group of cephalopods that superficially resemble nautiluses, first evolved during this period. The dominant predator of this period was Dunkleosteus, a giant armored (*) fish. Acanthostega, Ichtyostega, and the recently discovered Tiktaalik all evolved from lobe-finned fishes during this period; those creatures were early tetrapods. This period saw the evolution of the first amphibians and land vertebrates, though these did not flourish until the subsequent Carboniferous. For ten points, name this “Age of Fishes”, a geologic period that came after the Silurian. 

ANSWER: Devonian 
11. This person was mocked for showing pity for sailors killed during the Crimean War, but not for his own victims. This person was informed that “no breeze can compare with the breeze of divine revelation” in a section that listed past revelations received by the Commander of the Faithful and the Prophet. This person was then exhorted to “have a drink” as part of a metaphor that analogized true revealed religion to a choice wine whose seal had finally been broken. This man was notable because he was (*) related to Sheik Muhammad-Baqir, who had escaped his debts by ordering the execution of the Nahri brothers, who were nicknamed the “Twin Shining Lights”. For ten points, name this Persian cleric whose father persecuted followers of Bahaulla, to whom a Bahai epistle is addressed. 

ANSWER: The Son of the Wolf [accept: Aqa Najafi]
12. The Japanese sport of Kingyo-sukui is played using this animal, while in China, these animals are divided into “Ce” and “Wen” varieties, with the latter being more prestigious. These animals are members of the Cyprinid family, which also includes minnows and barbs. The Shubunkin is a calico-colored breed of this creature, while the Ryukin breed has a shoulder hump. Other fancy breeds of this creature include the hooded Oranda, and the Black Moor, which has protruding eyes. This animal’s relatives include a larger, similar looking fish called the (*) koi, which, along with this fish, is just a domesticated crap. For ten points, name this most common pet fish, named for its orange color.

ANSWER: goldfish [accept: Carassius auratus auratus; prompt on “carp”]
13. This family is home to the five genuses of “Racer Snakes”, noted for their great speed. The largest species in this snake family is the black Indigo Snake, found in Florida. While they’re not Rattlesnakes, a common North American member of this family is the Diamondback Water Snake. This is the only snake family with members that produce musk, such as the Hog Snake and the (*) Fox Snake. Small members of this snake family include the Garter Snake. This family also includes king snakes, rat snakes, and corn snakes. For ten points, name this family of smaller, mostly non-venomous constrictor snakes that are not boas or pythons.
ANSWER: colubrids [accept: Colubridae]
14. The Duke of Burgundy is not a nobleman, but a common European species of this insect. South and Central America is home to a family of these insects called “Skippers”, named for their ability to dash. The largest known species of this insect occur in India and are members of the  (*) “Birdwing” family. Popularly known species of this insect include the swallow-tail. The most iconic American species of this insect migrates in large numbers of Mexico and has larva that feed on milkweed before becoming a chrysalis. For ten points, name these larger relatives of moths. 

ANSWER: Butterflies

15. The “pygmy” variety of this animal is believed to be its evolutionary ancestor and went extinct 2 million years ago. The sesamoid bone in this creature’s wrist is unusually large and protruding, giving it a limited grasping ability. That feature has been called this creature’s “thumb”. In the wild, this animal lives at altitudes of 5,000 to 13,000 feet, and the disappearance of forests at that altitude has caused some to argue that (*) saving this species is not cost-effective, because it has no native habitat left. Because this creature feels pain during copulation, breeding them is extremely difficult, and keepers have resorted to tactics such as dressing up as this animal and simulating mating. This creature was once believed to be related to raccoons, but is now placed in the Ursidae family with bears. For ten points, name this bamboo-eating, black and white animal from China.

ANSWER: Giant Panda [accept: Ailuropoda melanoleuca]
16. According to one description, this creature’s eyes were red like cherries, and fir and cyprus trees were growing on its back. This creature lived near the Hi River, and it demanded human sacrifice once a year for seven years. Fences and gates were constructed as part of a plot to have this creature drink (*) liquor, after which it passed out and was slain. This figure’s killer had transformed his future wife into a comb to protect her from this creature. This creature had eight tails and eight heads and its body contained the sword Kusanagi. For ten points, name this serpent from Japanese myth, slain by Susanowo. 

ANSWER: Yamata-no-Orochi
17. Top YouTube hits for this creature include a this creature’s tryout for the 2010 Red Bull Flugtag set to the theme to Rocky, as well as a 2009 video of Deion Sanders claiming that “there is a brother inside” of this creature after watching this creature run the ball against a team of children. In another video, this creature motions helplessly while a (*) tossup on itself is read; that video was shot inside of the Coffman Memorial Union, was produced for the Big Ten Network, and features this creature attending practice with Rob Carson. For ten points, name this mascot of the University of Minnesota. 

ANSWER: Goldy Gopher [prompt on “Golden Gopher”, as he is merely one of many Golden Gophers, just like or Adam Weber or Andrew Hart]

18. The most common species of this animal is called the “short beaked”, a reference to the long, slender snouts on which these creatures have both their nostrils and their small, specialized mouths. Males of this critter have a four-pronged penis, but only two prongs are inserted into the female’s (*) cloaca. This critter’s young is called a “puggle”, and the young are raised in a pouch after hatching from an egg. This animal’s alternate name comes from the fact that it is an insectivore and has spikes protecting its body. For ten points, name this monotreme that is not the platypus. 

ANSWER: Echidna or Spiny Anteater
19. New Zealand was once home to a giant species of this bird named for Haast. It’s not a cow, but one species of this bird is called the “Stellar’s sea-[this]”. Sub-Saharan Africa is home to the long-crested variety of this bird, as well as to the “Martial” species of this bird. One of the largest and most wide-spread species of this bird is the (*) Golden. America is home to a species of this bird that can steal food from others in flight and can catch salmon from above. For ten points, name this bird of prey, whose white-headed “bald” variety is our nation’s symbol. 

ANSWER: eagles

20. This animal’s second-to-last owner was a brother of Sarpedon, while it’s first mortal owner was a daughter of Agenor who received this creature from Zeus. One owner of this creature gave this creature and a javelin away as a gift after being cured of a condition in which he ejaculated spiders and scorpions. That owner, who later became a judge of the dead, was King (*) Minos of Crete. This animal’s doom was caused by Cephalus, a hunter who was married to this animal’s last owner, Procris. This animal was turned to stone by Zeus after being sent after the Teumessian fox, which could never be caught, thus preventing a paradox. For ten points, name this dog from Greek mythology that would always catch what it chased. 

ANSWER: Laelaps
