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1.  It was once home to the Berg Strait and presently contains the large Renaissance Island, the northern part of which is referred to as Mergensay, while the southern part belongs to the Karakalpak autonomous region, and it reportedly was the site for open-air testing of biological weapons. The Garagum Canal diverts one of the two rivers that flow into this body of water, which sits northwest of the Kyzulkum Desert. Fed by the Syr Darya and Amu Darya Rivers, FTP, name this once much larger sea that sits on the border of Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan to the east of the Caspian.


Answer: Aral Sea
2.  A story about a tiger running loose in a dining room and a discussion of Mr. John Silver prompt the protagonist to ruminate about the Hayes Society. Dr. Meredith provides medical care for the protagonist’s father, and Dr. Carlisle gives him a ride when his car breaks down. The protagonist attempts unsuccessfully to have Mr. Graham help him master the art of bantering. Mr. Farraday is the new owner of Darlington Hall, where the protagonist is employed, and Miss Kenton is the head housekeeper, whose departure leads to the journey across the British countryside during which the events of the novel are recounted. FTP, name this 1989 novel about the butler Stevens, the finest work of Kazuo Ishiguro.

Answer: The Remains of the Day 
3.  Along with Nernst, he gives his name to an effect also known as iontophoresis that is a mechanism along with electroosmotic flow and the damage effect for the computation of ionic drug fluxes through the skin. A special case of his more famous notation is given by von Mosengeil’s transformation, named for his student. The area under his namesake curve increases as temperature increases, because of the Stefan-Boltzmann law, and is a product of his solution to the UV catastrophe, known as his radiation law. Also the namesake of a constant H, FTP, name this German physicist who formulated the concept of quanta or packets of energy.

Answer: Max Planck
4.  Quintilian states that this man had a son, for whom he wrote a treatise on style, and a daughter, who was married to a teacher of oratory named Lucius Magius. Pliny the Younger famously claimed that a man came all the way from Cadiz to see this man. Augustus reportedly called this man a “Pompeian”, indicating that he had Republican sympathies, and he supposedly helped Claudius study history. He was born in modern-day Padua in Cisalpine Gaul, and the Periochae is all that remains of his work Ab Urbe Condita, or From the Founding of the City. Born in 59 B.C. long before Tacitus, FTP, name this writer of a 142-book history of Rome.

Answer: Livy (or Titus Livius)
5.  William Poundstone wrote a book on it, which discussed the most famous treatment of it, the Flood-Dresher experiment. Robert Axelrod considered it in a so-called tournament that was “won” by Anatol Rapoport. It can be extended to n-persons, as in the tragedy of the commons, and Tit-for-Tat is a highly successful solution to it. It’s similar to the so-called stag hunt, and turns on a deficient equilibrium point. Classically referring to a situation in which each of two people have the choice to cooperate or defect but paradoxically tend to defect even though mutual cooperation is more beneficial, FTP, name this game theory dilemma named after people who are interrogated when they are put in jail.

Answer: Prisoner’s Dilemma (or paradox, prompt on “game theory” or symmetric game, etc.)

6.  This common noun appears in many musical works, including what is often cited as the first part or passage of the Grundthema in Wagner’s Parsifal. The Symphony for Solo Piano by Charles Alkan contains a 10-minute set of variations known as Aesop’s one of these. A more famous work that uses it is dedicated to Lord Berners, was selected and arranged by Sir Osbert Sitwell, and is subtitled “For Baritone, Orchestra, and Chorus.” Perhaps the most famous, a work of Handel, is based on an equally well-known poem and ends “he rais’d a mortal to the skies, she drew an angel down.” FTP, name this event at which William Walton situated Belshazzar, and Handel and John Dryden situated Alexander, a large gathering where people eat.


Answer: feast (accept at any time: Love Feast, Feast for Aesop, Belshazzar’s Feast, etc.)
7.  This common literary word appears in a Jean Toomer poem about a “cotton” one, and the English poet Thomas Hood wrote about one “of the Shirt.” It appears in the title of two of Franz Werfel’s most famous works, one of which is about a saint who sees the Virgin Mary in a cave. Claude McKay wrote some “of Jamaica,” Mikhail Lermontov wrote one “of the Merchant Kalashnikov,” and Ariel Dorfman wrote about the last one of Manuel Sendero. Norman Mailer wrote about the Executioner’s one and William Blake wrote ones of innocence and ones of experience. FTP, name this word, found in a Walt Whitman poem “of Myself.”

Answer: songs   
8.  This man authored the essay “On Death” and the articles “We Blacks” and “Black Souls in White Skins” under the pseudonym Frank Talk. Harold Synman is famous for his connection to this man, as is Peter Cyril Jones, who was also targeted by Section 6 of the so-called Terrorism Act, and this man eventually became the subject of the Truth and Reconciliation Committee. Initially a medical student, he was a champion of Black Consciousness philosophy and heavily involved with the organizations known as BCP and SASO. FTP, name this prominent critic of Apartheid, brought into custody in 1977 and apparently beaten to death, drawing world-wide condemnation.


Answer: Stephen Bantu Biko
9.  This process is sometimes classified as Barrovian, after George Barrow, who observed it in the Dalradian sequence of the Scottish Highlands. Eclogites are very rare evidence of its occurrence. It can happen in snow, leading to avalanches, and can be divided into general types including regional, contact, and shock. Often, the result of this process is foliation, although not in minerals like hornfels and greenstone, which are unlike phyllites, migmatites, and gneisses [NICE-es]. Occurring because of an increase in heat or pressure, FTP, name this geologic process responsible for changing limestone into marble, a transformation in the structure of rock.


Answer: metamorphism (or metamorphic processes, etc.)    
10.  The production company that he started with Harold Hecht and James Hill is best known for 1955's Marty. His acting roles include Italian adaptations of I Promessi Sposi and The Leopard. He tried but failed to get the part of Don Corleone, and was asked but refused to play the lead in Ben-Hur. He got his break when Mark Hellinger was unable to get Wayne Morris and was forced to cast him in an adaptation of The Killers. Among his last roles were opposite Susan Sarandon in Atlantic City and as Moonlight Graham in Field of Dreams. FTP, name this actor who played the lead in films including The Rainmaker, Gunfight at the OK Corral, Elmer Gantry and From Here to Eternity.

Answer: Burt Lancaster
11.  Early in this work, a man protests that there have been discourses on such frivolous subjects as the utility of salt, and defers to the expertise of Phaedrus. Another character claims that humans originally had four arms and four legs, and moved about by rolling at great speed. As related by Aristodemus, Eryximachus modifies the claims of Pausanias by stressing the importance of harmony in all endeavors. The wise Diotima of Mantineia helps Socrates to see that there is a mean between wisdom and ignorance, and mortality and divinity, which is the place of eros. FTP, name this Platonic dialogue set in the house of Agathon featuring speeches on the nature of love, named for a place where ancient Greeks would get together and drink.
             Answer: Symposium (or the Banquet)

12.  One character reveals that she had run off to Switzerland to have her baby and then drowned it in front of her lover, who proceeded to shoot himself in the face. A minor character with no eyelids produces a bell, but explains that it does not always work. Another character explains that she knows what torturers look like because she’s seen herself in a mirror. The last main character only wants people to see that he’s not a coward, but they refuse to understand this. At the end, one character stabs another with a paper knife, forgetting that all of them are already dead. Estelle, Inez, and Garcin learn that “hell is other people” in, FTP, what existential Jean-Paul Sartre play about people who can’t get out of a drawing room. 

Answer: No Exit (or Huis Clos)

13. When this case was reargued after no majority was reached, Justice Whittaker was forced to recuse himself. The majority opinion cited the decision in Gomillion v. Lightfoot, while the defense unsuccessfully relied on Colegrove v. Green, which declined judicial intervention in a similar situation. Justice Clark filed a concurring opinion in this case that involved the Shelby County Quarterly Court, and led to the decision in Reynolds v. Sims two years later. Justices Frankfurter and Harlan dissented citing the political nature of the case. FTP, name this 1962 Supreme Court decision that dealt with the apportionment of districts in Tennessee.

Answer: Baker v. Carr
14.  They are composed of septum and endothecium tissue, and their expansion results in rupture of the tapetal membranes. This begins their most important process, known as dehiscence, which occurs upon dessication of the tissue. They are bilocular and each locule contains a microsporangium, with tissue between the locules referred to as the connective. They can be attached in a basifixed or versatile manner to the filament, and this will determine whether pollen is released longitudinally or through pores. Sometimes possessing a cap, FTP, name this flower part defined as the terminal end of a stamen.


Answer: anther
15.  When the city tried to revoke its mining contract, this man marched on Volterra with the army of the Duke of Urbino. He made a diplomatic trip to the court of Ferrante of Aragon to prevent him from allying with Pope Sixtus IV. Early in life, he defended his father from the Poggio clan, protecting the bank in the process. A lavish ceremony accompanied his marriage to Clarice Orsini, and he brought Savonarola back from exile in Bologna, probably a mistake. This man’s brother Giuliano died in the Pazzi Conspiracy that he survived. The son of Piero, FTP, name this famous patron of art, a Magnificent Medici ruler of Florence.

Answer: Lorenzo de Medici  (or Lorenzo the Magnificent)

16.  The main character yells “people don’t drink the sand because they’re thirsty, they drink it because they don’t know the difference.” Earlier, he requests a dozen dogwoods from Carmen’s Flowers, after being informed that it is the state flower of Virginia by Mrs. Chapil, but they don’t have any dogwoods so he sends a ham instead. He slams a pool cue down when another character insinuates that he might have been a history professor. More famously, he tells Bob Rumson to come at him with more than a burning flag and an ACLU membership card if he wants to engage in a character debate, but not to mess with Sydney Ellen Wade. Starring Michael J. Fox and Martin Sheen, FTP, name this 1995 movie that features Michael Douglas as the title character, President Andrew Shepherd.


Answer: The American President (prompt on Andrew Shepherd)

17.  This god had a son named Ihy, a falcon child-god, and in one story, it is this god who cheers Ra up with a lewd display after the baboon god Baba taunts him that his shrine is empty. Similar to the pre-dynastic god Bat, items associated with this god include malachite, lapis lazuli, the menat necklace, and the sistrum, and the major cult center at Dendera, where she was worshipped along with Horus-Behdety. The “lady of the west,” she is a peaceful god, unlike her companion, who is also the eye of Ra. FTP, name this Egyptian goddess represented as a female cow with the sun between her horns. 


Answer: Hathor 
18.  The posterior surface contains at its upper part a prominent ridge known as the popliteal line, and a deep transverse groove provides for the insertion of the tendon of the semi-membran-osus. In the male, the direction of it is almost entirely vertical, but in the female it has an oblique downward direction. It contains the styloid process and three distinct centers for ossification, and is prismoid in shape. The soleus and flexor digitorum longus both attach on the posterior surface. A posterior intercondyloid fossa separates the lateral and medial condyles in, FTP, this second largest bone in the human body, which articulates with the femur, patella, fibula, and ankle, and is known commonly as the shin bone.


Answer: tibia (prompt early on shin bone)

19.  It was set in motion when Miles Moore persuaded the approval of a deal between Clarence Cunningham and the Morgan-Guggenheim syndicate. An article published by Collier’s Magazine led to investigations that revealed a phony letter perhaps authored by Oscar Lawler, supposedly based on the equally suspect Wickersham Report. This document engineered the dismissal of Louis Glavis, who was then unsuccessfully defended by Louis Brandeis, exonerating the former mayor of Seattle. FTP, name this dispute about land exploitation in Alaska, named for the Secretary of the Interior and the head of the Forest Service under William Howard Taft.


Answer: Ballinger-Pinchot Controversy (or affair or whatever)
20.  Examples of it include Picnic on the Battlefield, The Two Executioners, and The Architect and the Emperor of Assyria, all works of a Spanish playwright. Other examples include Princess Ivona, a Polish fairy tale, and the plays The Invasion, Professor Taranne, and Le Ping-Pong, all works of Arthur Adamov, a forerunner along with Fernando Arrabal of this style. First coined in a landmark 1962 book by Martin Esslin, it is perhaps best exemplified by a work in which two men Vladimir and Estragon sit indefinitely on a park bench, Waiting for Godot. FTP, name this dramatic style seen in the work of Eugene Ionesco focusing on unexplainable and silly situations.


Answer: Theater of the Absurd (or Absurdism, or accept Panic Theater before “Princess Ivona”)

1.  Name these creators of free-standing sculptures, FTPE.
  A. This Romanian-born guy is known for simplified geometrical forms, in works like Mademoiselle Pogany and Bird in Space.


Answer: Constantin Brancusi
  B. This Swiss Surrealist sculptor famous for elongated form completed such works as Spoon Woman, The Glade, Man Walking, Woman Standing, and busts of his brother Diego.


Answer: Alberto Giacometti
  C. This female Brazilian Surrealist is known for works like Eighth Veil and she carried on an affair with Marcel Duchamp.

Answer: Maria Martins
2.  Jack Brennan is a welterweight champion who bets on his opponent only to see both of them try to lose the fight. FTPE:

  A. Name this short story, published in 1927.


Answer: “Fifty Grand”

  B. Name the author of “Fifty Grand,” a giant of American literature known for works like A Moveable Feast and The Sun Also Rises.


Answer: Ernest Hemingway
  C. “Fifty Grand” is a part of this Hemingway collection, along with “The Killers” and “Hills Like White Elephants.”


Answer: Men Without Women
3.  Ships in the War of 1812, FTPE.

  A. This frigate, commanded by Isaac Hull and William Bainbridge at various times, was dubbed “Old Ironsides”.


Answer: U.S.S. Constitution
  B. The Constitution earned its nickname by making short work of this British ship commanded by Captain James Dacres in August of 1812.


Answer: HMS Guérriere
  C. Shortly thereafter, Stephen Decatur commanded the frigate United States in a defeat of this British ship 500 miles off the Azores. It would later be used by the US Navy.


Answer: HMS or U.S.S. Macedonian
4.  Name these computer networking protocols, FTSNOP.

  A. For five, this application-level protocol is used on the World Wide Web to transfer pages, which may include text, images, and other media, between servers and clients.


Answer: HTTP or HyperText Transport Protocol
  B. For ten, this network-level protocol allows two end hosts to communicate by assigning addresses to the hosts, which are used by routers to decide where to send packets. Version 6 is being pushed today.


Answer: IP or Internet Protocol
  C. For fifteen, this is a link-level protocol popularized by the ubiquity of Ethernet in recent years. It provides a simple mapping between IP addresses and physical or MAC addresses, which are globally unique 6-byte identifiers assigned to pieces of hardware, such as Ethernet cards.


Answer: ARP or Address Resolution Protocol
5.  Answer some questions about solution chemistry, FTPE.

  A. This law states that the equivalent conductivity of an electrolyte at infinite dilution is equal to the sum of the ionic motilities of the ions produced by the electrolyte.


Answer: Kohlrausch’s Law

  B. This basic principle important to solution chemistry says that a dynamic equilibrium will act to counter any change to that equilibrium’s conditions.


Answer: Le Chatelier’s Principle

  C. An example of Le Chatelier’s Principle is this principle which states that, when salts are dissolved in a solution containing one of the same charges from which the salt was formed, the solubility of the salt decreases.


Answer: common ion effect
6.  Name these men of medieval philosophy, FTPE.

  A. This 13th century Scholastic Dominican monk is eminently known for his Summa Theologica.


Answer: Thomas Aquinas
  B.  This philosopher from Bollstadt was born in 1206 and completed seven treatises on logic, a commentary on the works of Denis the Areopagite, and a Summa Theologiae. If that doesn’t help, he was known as Doctor Universalis.


Answer: Albertus Magnus (or Albert the Great, etc.)
  C. This German cardinal born in 1401 near Trier studied under Cesarini and was interested in astronomy, publishing improvements to the Alfonsine Tables, but he’s better known for works on logic like a treatise on the finite and the infinite and the 1464 Compendium.


Answer: Nicholas of Cusa
7.  Name these people and places that give conspiracy theorists a hard-on, FTPE.

  A. David Koresh and the Branch Davidians were hanging out in this sleepy Texas town when the ATF paraded in and did what they do best, shoot stuff.


Answer: Waco
  B. While the ATF was attempting to infiltrate an Aryan group, they became involved in a standoff with Randy Weaver at this site in the Idaho panhandle; again, they shot stuff, namely Randy’s wife.      


Answer: Ruby Ridge
  C. This guy founded the first Texas chapter of the Posse Comitatus, refused to pay income tax, and got in a shootout in North Dakota in 1983, at which point he killed two officers and stole their car. He was later killed in a standoff in Arkansas.  


Answer: Gordon Wendell Kahl
8.  Identify these stages of biological development, FTPE.

  A. This is the second stage of mitosis, in which condensed chromosomes lie in a central plane between two poles of the cell.


Answer: metaphase

  B. This is the stage of embryonic development that follows the blastula, consisting of a hollow, two-layered sac of ectoderm and endoderm surrounded by an archenteron.


Answer: gastrula
  C. This is the first phase of meiotic prophase I, in which the chromosomes become visible and are often arranged in a bouquet configuration, with one or both ends gathered at one spot on the inner nuclear membrane.


Answer: leptotene
9.  Answer some related lit questions, FTPE.

  A. D-503 is the First Builder of the Integral, the machine implemented to spread perfection by OneState, in this best known novel of Yevgeny Zamyatin.


Answer: We
  B. Kira Argounova meets the idealistic fugitive Leo Kovalensky and the hardline communist Andrei Taganov and, somehow, appreciates them both in this short novel.


Answer: We the Living
  C. We, the People is a work of this American playwright best known for The Adding Machine and Street Scene.

Answer: Elmer Rice
10.  Name stuff about landmarks works of anthropology, FTPE.

  A. The result of fieldwork done off the Bay of Bengal from 1906-1908, this book was a revision of a rather boring doctoral thesis, and is the most famous work of Alfred Radcliffe-Brown.


Answer: The Andaman Islanders
  B. Derek Freeman followed up this work, which discussed such customs as the taupou or protection of virginity in painting a rather idyllic picture, an ass-famous work of Margaret Mead.

Answer: Coming of Age in Samoa
  C. This man kindled the neo-evolutionist movement with his landmark 1959 book The Evolution of Culture: The Development of Civilization to the Fall of Rome.


Answer: Leslie White 
11.  Answer the following about pre-Colombian civilizations, FTPE.

  A. Surrounded by the Tonala River, the site of La Venta was an important center for these people, known for their Great Burial Mound and giant stone heads.


Answer: Olmecs

  B. The two largest stone heads were discovered at this site, which controlled the central floodplain, and rivaled La Venta as the center of Olmec power.


Answer: San Lorenzo
  C. The ascendancy of the Zapotecs led to the establishment of this major site in the Oaxaco valley, famous for its Temple of the Danzantes.


Answer: Monte Alban  
12.  Given a list of poems, name the author…and, by poems, I mean 80s song titles…and, by author, I mean name the band: 5-15-25-30.
  A. “Gypsy,” “Straight Through the Heart,” “Holy Diver”


Answer: Dio or Ronnie James Dio
  B. “Musta Got Lost,” “Freeze Frame,” “Centerfold”


Answer: J. Geils Band

  C. “Once in a Lifetime,” “Road to Nowhere,” “Psycho Killer”


Answer: Talking Heads
  D. “Streets in Paradise,” “Love is a Killer,” “Edge of a Broken Heart”


Answer: Vixen
13.  Identify the following types of numbers, FTPE.

  A. This unordered field can be defined as the algebraic closure of the Real numbers. It contains both the Reals and the Imaginaries as proper subsets.

Answer: Complex numbers or C
  B. The relation i2 = j2 = k2 = ijk = -1, together with associativity, defines this non-commutative set of numbers. Those relations were famously carved by their deviser on Brougham [BROOM] Bridge in Dublin.

Answer: Quaternions or H
  C. This ordered field contains the Reals as a proper subset, although it is actually a class, not a set. It is, in fact, the largest ordered field. It was defined in a book by Donald Knuth, and John Conway is often associated with it.

Answer: Surreal numbers

14.  Early poets who wrote about some vulgar things, FTPE.
  A. He wrote “The Disabled Debauchee” and “The Mock Song,” and penned such lines as “in liquid raptures I dissolve all over,” which appears in his “The Imperfect Enjoyment.” Johnny Depp portrays him in the movie “The Libertine.”


Answer: John Wilmot or Earl of Rochester
  B. She penned a famous poem “On the Death of the Late Earl of Rochester” and complained about a man named Lysander not being able to get it up in “The Disappointment,” but is probably most famous for her novel Oroonoko, which, to continue the trash theme, Allen Shore reads on Boston Legal to go to sleep.

Answer: Aphra Behn
  C. A nymph does some pretty vulgar things in his “A Beautiful Young Nymph Going to Bed,” but he is better remembered for works like  “The Tale of a Tub” and Gulliver’s Travels. I’m sure he showed up in a humorous movie or two, but I don’t want to check.


Answer: Jonathan Swift
15.  Name some New Testament Epistles, FTPE.
  A. Paul addresses this letter to the master of a slave named Onesimus, who has run away and been converted by Paul.


Answer: Philemon
  B. This letter of Paul is designed to prove to the title group that the Gospel of Christ supersedes the Law of Moses. It comes between Philemon and James.


Answer: Hebrews
  C. Three of the Pauline letters have had their authorship doubted on linguistic and doctrinal grounds and are known as the "Pastoral Epistles." Name any two, for five points each.


Answer: 1 Timothy; 2 Timothy; Titus (prompt on "Timothy")

16.  Name these minimalist composers, FTPE.

  A. This most famous minimalist did works on Gandhi, Akhenaten, and Columbus. He’s probably most known for Einstein on the Beach.


Answer: Philip Glass
  B. Some colorfully titled works of this California composer include “A Rainbow in Curved Air,” “Poppy Nogood and the Phantom Band,” and “The Persian Surgery Dervishes,” but he’s surely best known for the revolutionary, “In C.”


Answer: Terry Riley
  C. This Estonian won first prize with his children’s cantata Our Garden, and other early works include the Nekrolog and Perpetuum Mobile.

Answer: Arvo Part
17.  Answer stuff about the World War I era in Greece, FTPE.

  A. This 1920 treaty, a year after the Treaty of Neuilly, gave Greece eastern Thrace and the Aegean Islands from the Ottomans and designated the city of Smyrna a Greek protectorate.

Answer: Treaty of Sevres
  B. This Turkish leader and founder of the republic responded to the setback of Sevres with victories at Sakarya and Dumlupinar the following years, promptly reoccupying Smyrna. 


Answer: Mustafa Kemal Ataturk
  C. This man who served five times as prime minister from 1910 to 1932 led the Liberal Party and established a rival government to King Constantine I in 1916, beginning the so-called National Schism.


Answer: Eleutherios Venizelos
18.  Answer these things about Saturn, FTPE.
  A. The apparent separation between the A and B ring of Saturn is the gap known by the name of this French-born astronomer.

Answer: Giovanni Cassini
  B. This is the gap that further separates the A ring near its outer area.


Answer: Encke gap

  C. This is the narrow band across Saturn’s disk when the ring tilt is high, barely visible pressed against the planet.


Answer: crepe ring or band (prompt on C-ring)
19.  A movement in poetic literature, FTPE.
  A. This short-lived English surrealist movement of the 20th Century included J.F. Hendry, G.S. Fraser, Norman MacCraig, and Henry Treece and produced three anthologies, including The Crown and the Sickle and The White Horseman.


Answer: New Apocalypse Movement

  B. The New Apocalypse movement was formed in opposition to the social poetry of this man, famous for works like Homage to Clio and The Age of Anxiety.


Answer: Wystan Hugh Auden
  C. I guess the New Apocalypse gang liked this guy a lot, who wrote “Now as I was young and easy under the apple boughs” in his poem “Fern Hill.”


Answer: Dylan Marlais Thomas
20.  It features the primordial god Zurvan and its teachings are embodied in the set of scriptures known as the Zend-Avesta. FTPE:

  A. Name this ancient Persian religion.


Answer: Zoroastrianism

  B. Give the name for the most ancient parts of the Zend-Avesta, the sacred hymns, a set of 17 composed around 1200 BC. 


Answer: Gathas
  C. This sage son-in-law and successor of the prophet Zoroaster wrote down his teachings including the Gathas.


Answer: Jamaspa

