Round F

Questions by Ken Mitchell and Tom Chuck

TOSSUPS

1. This book was written in an attempt to curry favor with the reigning member of the de Medici family, but the de Medici never liked the author and never read the book. However, notable readers of this book include Mussolini, Hitler, Lenin, and Stalin. In this work, the author asserts that a ruler is not bound by ethical norms, and should only be concerned with power. FTP, name this 1532 work by Niccolò Machiavelli.

Answer: The Prince or  Il Principe

2. At this culture’s zenith, Chaco Canyon had twelve villages sustaining over 15,000 people, with straight roads connecting outlying settlements. Neighbours of the Hohokam culture, they lived in New Mexico, Arizona, Colorado, and Utah. FTP, identify this Native American culture, which, after a prolonged drought in the thirteenth century, resettled along the upper Río Grande, where their pueblos remain to this day.

Answer: The Anasazi

3. Its members are found generally anywhere near water, and are important constituents of plankton. Most members of this kingdom also possess flagella or cilia at some point during their life cycles, and all members can reproduce asexually as well. FTP, identify this kingdom, which includes among other members the parasites Plasmodium and Trypanosoma, which cause malaria and African sleeping sickness, respectively.

Answer: Kingdom Protista

4. After this landmark fell, the British garrison at Crown Point on Lake Champlain almost immediately surrendered. An undermanned fortress on the route to Montréal, in May 1775 it was captured by two Americans, one of whom would later become a traitor. FTP, identify this fort that was overrun by Benedict Arnold and Ethan Allen, along with his Green Mountain Boys.

Answer: Fort Ticonderoga

5. This Tchaikovsky ballet features music for the celestina, which, at the time, was a new instrument that Tchaikovsky was desperate to keep a secret from his rivals. When the libretto was created, much of E.T.A. Hoffmann’s juxtaposition of fantasy and reality was lost. FTP, name this ballet, a story of a little girl and her Christmas presents, which features the famous “Dance of the Sugar-Plum Fairy”.

Answer: The Nutcracker

6. This man had a prosperous life, living to the ripe old age of 105, but he didn’t die of old age. He was “poisoned, stabbed, shot, hung, stretched, disemboweled, drawn and quartered.” He still had enough life in him to say, “Time is but a door, death is but a window; I’ll be back.” This ‘scourge of Carpathia’ and ‘sorrow of Moldavia’ proclaimed, “On a mountain of skulls, in a castle of pain, I sat on a throne of blood!” FTP, identify this despot, the principal antagonist in Ghostbusters II.

Answer: Prince Vigo the Carpathian

7. He was born Neftalí Ricardo Reyes y Basoalto in 1904, but he changed his name in order to protect his family’s honor if his literary exploits were unsuccessful. He was dispatched to Burma in 1927, where his poetry very heavily dwelt on the notion of death. This was four years before his first volume, Crespusculario, was published, and three years before his most famous work. FTP, identify this Chilean poet, best known for his 20 Love Poems and a Song of Despair.

Answer: Pablo Neruda

8. It is approximately 1000 miles from east to west, 600 miles north to south, and is bordered by such mountains as the Khangai and Altai ranges. Sometimes referred to as the Sha-mo, the first European to cross it was Marco Polo. A French Jesuit priest was the second person to cross it in 1670, almost 400 years later. FTP, identify this Asian desert which lies principally in Mongolia.

Answer: The Gobi Desert

9. This artist was born in Cody, Wyoming in 1912 and was a member of the so-called “New York School.” When a cockroach crawled onto one of his paintings that was a work in progress, he drowned it in paint, not only killing the foul thing but also making it a part of the painting. FTP, identify this artist, famous for his “action painting” technique, who had the alias “Jack the Dripper.”

Answer: Jackson Pollock

10. It has a formula of C3H5(NO3)3, and it is a heavy, oily, colorless or light-yellow liquid that has a sweet, burning taste. In proportion to relative weight, it is eight times as powerful as gunpowder, and it produces 10,000 times its own volume of gas when detonated. FTP, name this explosive, sometimes used medically to dilate blood vessels, first used as an explosive in dynamite by Alfred Nobel in 1866.

Answer: Nitroglycerin

11. When celebrating this holiday, which is also known as Pesach, be sure to leave a spot at the table for Elijah, whose coming will usher in the Messiah. Sing special songs and read special prayers from the special service book, called a Haggadah (huh-GAAH-duh) as you enjoy your seder meal of lamb, matzo, and bitter herbs. FTP, identify this Jewish holiday that celebrates the exodus of the Israelites from Egypt.

Answer: Passover

12. This work was first published in 1947 under the title Het Achterhuis, which is Dutch for “The House Behind.” It appeared in the US in 1952 under its present-day, more famous title. Describing events that happened while in seclusion from July 1942 to August 1944, its author died at Bergen-Belsen less than a year later. FTP, identify this work, a writing describing the daily trials of two Jewish families hiding from the Nazis in Amsterdam.

Answer: The Diary of Anne Frank

13. This country just completed its third presidential election since the end of communism there in 1989. The winning candidate, who avoided a run-off by acquiring almost 54% of the vote, campaigned with a heavy focus on attaining EU member status for the nation, a move largely disliked by the rural sector. FTP, name this country where Aleksander Kwasniewski will continue as president, originally taking office in 1995 after defeating Solidarity candidate Lech Walesa.

Answer: Poland

14. This man had a long-lived life in politics, with his first involvement at the national level being his election to the Continental Congress in 1775. He became the first governor of New York, and held this position from 1777-1795 and again from 1801-1804. FTP, identify this man, perhaps best known as the fourth vice-president of the US under James Madison who shares his name with the leader of  Parliament Funkadelic.

Answer: George Clinton

15. He was the son of a Thracian prince and the muse Calliope. Unfortunately for him one day, the Maenads, frenzied worshippers of Dionysus swept upon him and tore him to pieces. He his head was tossed into a river, where it floated to the island of Lesbos and uttered prophecies. FTP, identify this skilled lyre player who could tame anyone or anything with his playing, who fell in love with the wood nymph Eurydice.

Answer: Orpheus

16. In this period, the supercontinent Pangaea began to separate; the terrain was dominated by evergreen trees, mainly conifers and ginkgoes; icthyosaurs and plesiosaurs fluorished; 75 percent of invertebrate species were obliterated by a mass extinction. FTP, identify this period, lasting from 245 million to 205 million years ago, which saw the appearance of the dinosaurs.

Answer: Triassic Period

17. Sveikas (SVAY-kahs) is a greeting in this highly inflective European language that has no articles. The standard version of the language has seven cases, although some dialects have more then eight. It is rich in the use of diphthongs, and in rising and falling intonations. FTP, name this Baltic language, which you would be almost certain to encounter in Vilnius.

Answer: Lithuanian

18. This game was originally a preparation for wartime action, and was referred to as baggataway by the Native Americans who first practiced it. It received its present name from the equipment used, which resembles a bishop’s crosier. FTP, name this sport, of which Johns Hopkins and Princeton are perennial powerhouses, where teams attempt to score goals by tossing a ball with netted sticks.

Answer: Lacrosse

19. Pregnant twice at age 14 by her own father, Celie is sold by him to another cruel man, Albert, to be his wife. Celie’s new husband uses her as a servant and flaunts his affair with Shug Avery, a juke joint singer. However, Shug and Celie eventually become friends, and Celie’s stepson Harpo brings home a powerhouse new girlfriend named Sofia to join the group of women. So goes the plot of, FTP, what pulitzer-prize winning novel by Alice Walker?

Answer: The Color Purple

20. In examining the hierarchy of this religion, the general authorities consist of a presiding bishopric, which is superseded by a First Quorum of the Seventy, which in turn is superseded by a Patriarch, then the Council of the Twelve Apostles, and a First Presidency. Currently led by Gordon B. Hinckley, FTP, identify this Christian religion, promulgated by Joseph Smith and Brigham Young.

Answer: Mormon(ism) or The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints

21. There are more than 50 thousand known species in this phylum, most of which are marine. They are soft-bodied animals, but most are protected by a hard shell of calcium carbonate. They consist of three main parts: a muscular foot for movement, a visceral mass where most internal organs are, and a mantle, which may secrete a shell over the visceral mass. FTP, name this phylum, members of which include slugs, snails, clams, octopuses, oysters, and squids.

Answer: Mollusca (Mollusks)

22. Alledgedly at Cleopatra’s request, Antony launched his fleet, consisting of some 220 heavy craft, at the forces of Octavian, whose 260 lighter vessels had greater maneuverability. The alarmed Cleopatra withdrew the Egyptian contingent of ships, thus causing Antony’s remaining forces to be annihilated. FTP, name this decisive naval battle that occurred in 31 BC, the ultimate struggle for control of the Roman Empire between Antony and Octavian.

Answer: Actium

23. The central thesis of this work is that capital is best employed for production and distribution of wealth under conditions of governmental non-interference, or laissez-faire. Production and exchange of goods can only be stimulated through efficient operations of private entrepreneurs. FTP, name this seminal work of economics, where this ‘invisible hand’ concept is presented, a 1776 work by Adam Smith.

Answer: An Inquiry into the Nature and Causes of the Wealth of Nations




BONI

1. Answer the following questions about a certain religion FTSNOP:

A. FFP: This religion was founded in the 16th century CE by Guru Nanak. Currently, it has approximately 22 million followers.

Answer: Sikhism

B. FTP: Most of Sikhism’s followers live in this northern India state.

Answer: The Punjab

C. F15P: The Guru Arjan built the Golden Temple in this city, Sikhism’s holiest.

Answer: Amritsar


2. Identify the year, 30-20-10.

A. 30: Lieutenant William Calley was sentenced to life imprisonment for the premeditated murder of 22 South Vietnamese at Mylai.

B. 20: Charles Manson and three of his followers were found guilty of first-degree murder for the slaying of actress Sharon Tate and six others. Willy Brandt won the Nobel Peace Prize.

C. 10: The infamous Pentagon Papers were published by the New York Times and the Washington Post. The 26th Amendment was passed.


Answer: 1971


3. Identify the oxidation number of nitrogen in the following compounds for ten points each given a name, or for five points if you need a formula.

FTP: ammonia
      FFP: NH3

Answer: N = -3

FTP: sodium nitrite
      FFP: NaNO2

Answer: N = +3

FTP: hydrazine
      FFP: N2H2

Answer: N = -1


4. Given the author, name the work that was the inspiration for a composition by Benjamin Britten for ten points each.

A. Britten wrote this 1954 opera based on a book by Henry James.

Answer: The Turn of the Screw

B. This 1951 opera was based on a Hermann Melville work.

Answer: Billy Budd

C. This 1973 opera was based on a famous Thomas Mann opus.

Answer: Death in Venice


5. Name these types of taxes for ten points each.

A. This tax system imposes higher percentage of taxes on those with more income.

Answer: Progressive (also accept Graduated)

B. This term describes any tax imposed on a specific item, such as gasoline, alcohol, or tobacco.

Answer: Excise

C. Taxes on external costs, such as a tax on pollution created by a business, is an example of this eponymous type of tax.

Answer: Pigouvian tax


6. Answer these questions about the life of Perseus FTPE.

A. Zeus appeared to this woman, Perseus’ mother, in the form of a golden shower of light.

Answer: Danae

B. This grandfather of Perseus set his mother and him adrift at sea in a large box because it had been prophesied that his grandson would kill him.

Answer: Acrisius

C. After slaying Medusa, Perseus rescued this Ethiopian princess from a sea monster and later married her. 

Answer: Andromeda


7. Identify the following characters from Victor Hugo’s Les Misérables FTPE.

A. The principal protagonist of the work, he is the former prisoner 24641 who then becomes mayor of Montreuil-sur-Mer under an assumed name before being discovered by Javert.

Answer: Jean Valjean

B. Fantine, desperate to save her daughter Cosette’s life, pays this undesirable couple to care for her.

Answer: The Thenardiérs

C. When Cosette grows up, she falls in love with a revolutionary student, Marius. Those two would have never met had it not been for the efforts of this girl, who herself liked Marius also.

Answer: Eponine


8. Given a Pokémon or two, name the Pokémon into which it or they evolve, for five points each and a five-point bonus for all correct. For example, if I said Pikachu, you should say Raichu.

A. Charmander, Charmeleon

Answer: Charizard

B. Koffing

Answer: Weezing

C. Bulbasaur, Venusaur

Answer: Ivysaur

D. Oddish, Gloom

Answer: Vileplume

E. Pidgey, Pidgeotto

Answer: Pidgeot


9. Identify the following cell organelles FTPE:

A. Generally considered the cell’s smallest organelle, this organelle, which occurs in free and bound varieties, is the site where the cell assembles proteins.

Answer: Ribosome

B. It has a cis face and a trans face, and the cis face is usually located near the endoplasmic reticulum. Many transport vesicles travel to this organelle after leaving the ER.

Answer: Golgi apparatus

C. This organelle is a membrane-enclosed bag of enzymes that the cell uses to digest macromolecules.

Answer: Lysosome


10. Identify these events of the year 1869 FTSNOP:

A. FFP: On December 10th, a woman’s suffrage law was passed in this territory, now a state.

Answer: Wyoming

B. FTP: On May 10th, the Central Pacific and the Union Pacific railroads were joined at this point in Utah.

Answer: Promontory Point

C. F15P: Attempts to corner the gold market resulted in this financial catastrophe on September 24th.

Answer: Black Friday (do not accept Panic of 1869, there was no such thing)


11. Identify these poisonous snakes, none of which can be found in the US FTPE.

A. A bite from this snake produces a slow onset of cardiac distress, and in some cases sudden death. At four to seven feet long, it is considered the most dangerous of all Australian snakes. 

Answer: Common or Brown snake

B. This snake can be found in dry areas ranging from India to Africa. Up to two feet long, its bite causes severe bleeding and fever, making this snake responsible for more human fatalities than any other snake.

Answer: Saw-scaled Viper or Carpet Viper

C. This seven-foot-long snake is found only in South Africa. Its bite causes rapid breathing and cardiac difficulties, as well as a swelling of the skin. It has the most toxic venom of any cobra.

Answer: Yellow or Cape cobra


12. Answer questions on these art galleries for ten points each.

A. Recently, this museum moved from Malibu to a more scenic location in Los Angeles near Westwood.

Answer: Getty Museum

B. This Parisian landmark is known for having all its air and water pipes running on the exterior of the building.

Answer: Georges Pompidou Center

C. This complex of art galleries on a Roman hill was founded by Pope Sixtus IV, with Michaelangelo designing the original Palace (1536, completed 1603).

Answer: Capitoline Museums


13. Identify these 20th century plans FTPE.

A. It was basically this retired German officer’s ideas to invade the Western Front at Belgium that German officials used in the beginning of World War I.

Answer: Alfred, Graf von Schlieffen Plan

B. This plan named after an American financier that was developed after World War I established the stringent schedule of reparation payments from Germany to the Allies. 

Answer: Dawes Plan

C. Harry Truman – seeing that the Marshall Plan was so successful – created this program for less developed countries around the world, beginning in 1949.

Answer: Point Four Program/Plan


14. Identify the following characters from the Aeneid FTPE:

A. Aeneas’ father, who dies in Sicily in Book III. Aeneas later goes to consult him in Hades in Book VI.

Answer: Anchises

B. The Amazon warrior maiden who leads troops to aid Turnus. Her death is avenged by Diana in Book XI.

Answer: Camilla

C. The daughter of Latinus and Amata, it is her betrothal to Aeneas that causes the war between the Trojans and the Latins.

Answer: Lavinia


15. Technically speaking, there are only 46 states. Answer these questions about those that are not states. 

A. For ten points, what term is given to these remaining four states?

Answer: Commonwealths

B. For five points each, identify the four commonwealths, with five-point bonus for all correct.

Answer: Massachusetts, Kentucky, Virginia, Pennsylvania


16. One of many f-words used by quiz bowlers is “Faulk…ner” [apologies to Dennis Miller].  Answer these questions regarding Faulkner works for ten points each.

A. This 1930 novel chronicles the experiences of the Addie Bundren’s family as they attempt to bring her corpse to Jefferson, Mississippi for burial.

Answer: As I Lay Dying

B. In his sixth novel Absalom! Absalom!, Faulkner provides a hand-drawn map of this county where most of his books are set.

Answer: Yoknapatawpha County

C. Faulkner received his second Pulitzer for this 1962 novel about three people who take a joyride to Memphis.

Answer: The Reivers


17. Answer these questions on the Pullman Strike for ten points each.

A. This man was the president of the American Railway Union.

Answer: Eugene Victor Debs

B. Debs was later convicted of conspiring against interstate commerce, an enforcement of what antitrust law?

Answer:  Sherman Antitrust Act

C. His conviction of contempt of court also established that these mandatory or prohibitory “orders” issued from a federal court could be used to stop injurious action by unions.

Answer: (Federal) Injunction


18. Answer these neuroscience-related questions for ten points each.

A. Signals between neurons traverse this gap through neurotransmitters.

Answer: Synapse

B. These cells wrap around the axon to produce myelin sheath in white matter nerve tissue.

Answer: Glia or Schwann cells

C. Neuritic plaques and tangles containing beta-amyloid precursor protein and apolipoprotein E along with low levels of acetylcholine are associated with this common form of dementia.

Answer: Alzheimer’s Disease


19. Answer these questions on the novel Frankenstein by Mary Shelley for ten points each.

A. This alumni from the University of Ingolstadt finds out his brother had been murdered and deduces his creature was culpable.

Answer: Victor Frankenstein

B. Upon seeing his potential mate destroyed, the creature vows to Victor that he will seek his revenge on the night of this important day.

Answer: his wedding/marriage (note: no date is given)

C. Mr. Kirwin accuses Victor of another murder committed by the monster.  Name this childhood friend of Victor’s who becomes the Monster’s second victim.

Answer: Henry Clerval (either name acceptable)


20. Identify these art media for ten points each.

A. Many Dada artists used this technique to juxtapose paper cutouts onto the canvas to enhance their paintings.

Answer: Collage

B. A common traditional Chinese medium, it combines painting with intaglio relief.

Answer: Lacquer

C. This technique used since the ancient Egyptians involves fixing pigments in hot wax.

Answer: Encaustic


21. Answer the following questions related to philosophy F15PE.

A. This type of knowledge, as opposed to a posteriori reasoning, asserts that belief does not depend on experience for validation.

Answer: a priori reasoning

B. This type of reasoning, as opposed to deduction, is about mere probability; its success depends on how accurately you observe, and over how many cases.

Answer: Induction




