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Questions by Northwestern


TOSSUPS


1. It stipulated that British subjects could continue to carry on commerce in the cities of Foochowfoo, Amoy, Ningpo, Shanghai, and Canton "without molestation or restraint," that China would free British hostages, and that the Chinese government would pay a total of 21,000,000 dollars in damages to the British before 1846. FTP, name this August, 1842 treaty which ended the Opium War of 1839-1842 and in which China ceded Hong Kong to the British.

Answer: Treaty of Nanking

2. This work examines how the members of the Marchmain family attempt to escape but are eventually pulled back to their Catholic faith. The repentant alcoholic Sebastian enters a monastery while his sister has an affair with the narrator which she ends because they are living without God. These events are recounted by Captain Charles Ryder upon being stationed near the title estate where he spent part of his youth. FTP, what is this novel by Evelyn Waugh?

Answer:  Brideshead Revisited

3. One killed thousands of fish off the coast of Florida in 1947 while another twenty-one years later destroyed many of the sea bird on England’s Northumberland coast. This phenomenon has been observed since Biblical times, specifically in the book of Exodus as the first plague on Egypt. FTP, what is this phenomenon caused by the proliferation of dinoflagellates which takes its name from the induced water color?

Answer: Red Tide

4. Their name itself means “taker of hashish”. Formed in 1090 by Hasani Sabbah, this sect captured many castles thought to be impregnable in Persia and Iraq during the 11th century. FTP, what name is given to this sect most well known for their religious practice of murdering the leaders of those who opposed them? 

Answer: assassins

5. It is most often a cage fitted with a lever and a means of dispensing either positive or negative reinforcement. An animal is then placed in the cage and learns how to achieve the positive reinforcement or avoid the punishment by operant conditioning. FTP, name this device named after its creator, who put his own child in one.

Answer: Skinner box

6. This chemical compound is found naturally in the mineral cerargyrite, and is a white, cubic crystalline solid in its pure form. It is nearly insoluble in pure water, but is soluble in solutions containing ammonia, potassium cyanate or sodium thiosulfate.  It changes to a deep grayish blue when exposed to light, because it decomposes into its constituent elements.  FTP, name this chemical used in photography and silver plating.

Answer: Silver Chloride (AgCl)

7. Recent successes of his include a best selling gospel hymn album and a recording of his homespun comedy. Starting his film career with such fish out of water pictures as Onionhead and No Time for Sergeants, he returned to the big screen in 1996's Spy Hard as a villain, shocking fans used to seeing him on the side of law and order. FTP, name the actor who portrayed white-suited lawyer Ben Matlock but is better known as Mayberry's Sheriff Andy Taylor.

Answer: Andy Griffith

8. Born Matsudaira Takechiyo in 1543, he was a hostage of the Imagawa clan until its defeat at the hands of Oda Nobunaga in 1560, when he took control of his father’s clan and changed his name. After breaking an oath to serve his ally Toyotomi Hideyoshi’s successor, he crushed his opponents and assumed the title of shogun in 1603. FTP, identify the Japanese military leader who completed the unification of Japan in 1615 and began the peaceful Edo period.

Answer: Tokugawa Ieyasu

9. The name by which it is now known comes from the Chinese for "way of the gods," and it was once known as kannagara, or "the way of the kami." Its texts include the Kojiki and the Nihongi, which were written around 700 AD, already after Buddhism had become the state religion of Japan. FTP, name the loosely organized religion which consists of ancestor and spirit worship, the traditional religion of Japan.

Answer: shinto 

10. It was spun off of the Garment Cutters’ Association of Philadelphia by Uriah Stephens in 1869 and included African Americans in 1883, as well as women. The only people it did not include were doctors, liquor manufacturers, lawyers, bankers, and stockbrokers. FTP, what is the labor organization, inclusive to all workers, that became non-secret in 1881 under Terence Powderly and began its decline after the Haymarket Riot?

Answer: The Noble and Holy Order of the Knights of Labor

11. Its highest peak is found at Phou Bia, about 2817 meters above sea level, and major cities include Phôngsali, Xiangkhoang, and Louangphrabang, once the seat of a constitutional monarch. FTP, identify the Southeast Asian country, with a capital at Vientiane, that gained independence from France in 1947 and was the home of the Pathet Lao Communist movement.

Answer: Laos

12. Born Nikolai Ianovsky in the Ukraine, his grandfather made him change his last name so he would sound like a noble Cossack. This author and playwright was influenced by a 1831 meeting with Pushkin, and he even published stories in Pushkin’s journal. Who is the Russian author, FTP, who pioneered critical realism and wrote such stories as The Nose and Taras Bulba, but was most famous for his play The Inspector General and his novel Dead Souls?

Answer: Nikolai Vasilyevich Gogol

13. Its originator was ordained by the bishop of Alexandria in 311 AD and was exiled eight years later when he accused Bishop Alexander of the Sabellian heresy. Because it was supported by several eastern bishops, including Eusebius of Caesarea, the heresy soon spread across the entire Catholic church. FTP, name the heresy of homoiousion, which states that the Son and the Father were of differing substance and was banned with the Nicene Creed.

Answer: the Arian heresy

14. Lower House member Shinichiro Kurimoto and culinary critic Asako Kishi generally serve as panelists, along with a B movie actor and an attractive yet vapid actress. Scoring is out of twenty points; you must win 3 of 4 judges or lead in total points to be declared victor. If there is a tie, a thirty minute overtime period decides who is the champion on, FTP, what Food Network cult hit which features Morimoto, Kobe, Kenichi, and Sakai taking on all comers to discover whose cuisine reigns supreme.

Answer: Iron Chef

15. "That is my principal objection to life, I think: It is too easy, when alive, to make
perfectly horrible mistakes," claims the title character, rightly so because of the mistake he made: accidentally shooting pregnant Eloise Metzger. Equally absurd developments in this novel include his father’s patronage of Adolf Hitler and the neutron bombing of Midland City. FTP, what is this 1982 novel about Rudolph Waltz, written by Kurt Vonnegut?

Answer: Deadeye Dick

16. He was counsel for the defense in the case that established Shelley’s rule and prosecuted the perpetrators of the gunpowder plot. He is famous for saying such things as “the law is the safest shield” and “A man’s home is his castle.” FTP, name this man, who declared the supremacy of common law over king and wrote the historic Petition of Rights.

Answer: Sir Edward Coke (cook)

17. Already physically deformed, a boy decides to escape the adult world that he fears by ceasing to mature past the age of three. The sociopolitical turmoil, such as the rise of Nazism, experienced by Oskar Matzerath mirrors that which the author experienced during his own youth in Danzig. FTP, Oskar relieves his negative feelings by beating on what title object in a novel by Gunter Grass?

Answer: The Tin Drum or Die Blechtrommel

18. Since the exact calculations to describe diffraction become prohibitively complex for all but the simplest situations, patterns being formed far from the diffraction barrier are represented using this type of simplification. FTP, name the diffraction that assumes that all waves that interfere at the same point in the diffraction pattern leave the obstacle at the same angle.  

Answer: Frauenhoffer diffraction

19. Various sizes of their ATX, Firehawk, 23 Degree, Baja, and Wildnerness lines are being blamed for the problem, which has resulted in nearly 100 deaths and countless injuries. Although the Explorer has been the main target of federal investigation, so too have the Blazer and several Nissan models. FTP, name the company whose problems have spread across continents due to the production of faulty tires for Ford vehicles.

Answer: Bridgestone/Firestone (prompt on partial)

20. Born in 1876, this sculptor’s early influences included both African and Oriental art.  He moved to Paris in 1904 where he gravitated towards minimalism and “pure form.” Most of his works were polished metal or marble, but he also made rough- hewn wood sculptures. FTP, name the Romanian creator of such works as Sleeping Muse, Bird in Space, and a series of marble works all entitled The Kiss.

Answer Constantin Brancusi

21. In many myths he is a fertility god, carrying water and seeds in his humpback. He is also held responsible for unexplained pregnancies that occur during his visits.  Depictions of him are found in the Hopi, Anasazi, Navajo, and Arapaho cultures. FTP, Name this flute-playing spirit often found on cheap souvenirs.

Answer: Kokopelli

22. This man was made prime minister of Britain in 1828, but was forced to resign in 1830 after his anti-reform efforts.  Although he was again prime minister in 1834 and foreign minister under Robert Peel, he was better known for his military achievements, such as the defeat of the Marathas of India in 1803.  He was given command of the Royal expeditionary force in Portugal where he first used his famous scorched earth tactics against French troops.  FTP, He defeated Napoleon at Waterloo in 1815.

Answer: Arthur Wellesley or 1st Duke of Wellington

23. Some say he was actually an Italian diplomat who blabbed about a secret deal, others that he was a courtier involved in the “affair of the poisons” that brought scandal to the court of Versailles. The two most likely candidates were Ercole Matthioli and Eustache Dauger; regardless, he died in 1703 in the Bastille. FTP, identify this famous prisoner, who was hypothesized to be the elder brother of Louis XIV in a novel by Alexander Dumas.

Answer:  The Man in the Iron Mask


BONI


1. Identify these major female players in the campaigns of George W. Bush and 
Al Gore for the stated number of points.

A. (5) Al Gore's oldest daughter, she spoke at the convention and has worked to get out the vote of younger Americans.

Answer: Karenna Gore Schiff

B. (10) She recently had an oil tanker named after her and if Bush is elected, she may become his Secretary of Defense

Answer: Condoleeza Rice

C. (15) Fired from the Dukakis campaign in 1988 for suggesting George Bush had been unfaithful to his wife, she now serves the Gore campaign and has done much work mobilizing the African American vote.

Answer: Donna Brazile


2. FTSNOP, name the dangerously high voltage device from a description.

A. It consists of a metal sphere on top of a column that is attached to a base. Inside the column is a band of rubber or nylon on two rollers. A static charge is built up on the band at the bottom of the column, and that charge is deposited on the metal sphere at the top as the band is rolled.

Answer:  Van de Graff generator

B. This device features an arc of electricity that moves upward as the ionized and heated air rises.  This arc crosses between two conducting rods that form a narrow V.  The V shape also encourages the arc to rise due to reactance considerations with the transformer.

Answer: Jacob’s Ladder

C. It has been theorized that the inventor of this device was commissioned by JP Morgan to create the death ray that made the Tunguska Crater, but this real device is the one that bears his name.  It usually consists of a metal torroid on top of two coils that make an air-core transformer as well as an AC power supply, tank capacitor and spark gap. This type of resonant transformer can generate spectacular voltage.

Answer:  Tesla Coil


3. FTPE, given the situation, name the saint you might invoke if you were a Catholic.

A. You accidentally ate that jagged metal Krusty-O again, and now you’re suffering from sharp abdominal pains.

Answer:  Erasmus of Rotterdam

B. You’re a host on a Carnival Cruise ship that has founded on an iceberg and begun to sink. On top of it all, you’ve just lost your floating coffin and you want to find it.

Answer:  Anthony of Padua

c. While attending the annual Boy Scout Jamboree, you contract a nasty case of poison ivy.

Answer:  George


4. FTPE, name the following terms from the study of animal coloration

A. Model of mimicry in which harmless species resemble poisonous ones to avoid predators.

Answer:  Batesian mimicry

B. Model of mimicry in which two dangerous species tend to become similarly colored.

Answer:  Muellerian mimicry

C. Coloration that warns predators that a creature is poisonous.

Answer:  Aposematic coloration


5. 30-20-10,  Name the composer from works.

A. 30: Lieutenant Kije Suite

B. 20: Scythian Suite, The Fiery Angel

C. 10: Romeo and Juliet, Peter and the Wolf

Answer:  Sergei Prokofiev


6. When MGM and United Artists look for top talent to record themes to James Bond films, they always come through. I'll name the Bond film, you tell me who sang the title theme, 10 points each.

A. Thunderball

Answer: Tom Jones

B. Goldeneye

Answer: Tina Turner 

C. Live and Let Die

Answer: Paul McCartney and Wings


7. FTSNOP, name the female artist from a description.

A. (5) Many of her paintings were of scenes and objects she found in the American southwest, where she lived much of her life.  The photographer Alfred Stieglitz was her companion and a promoter of her works, the most famous of which were large close-up paintings of flowers. 

Answer: Georgia O’Keeffe

B. (10) This impressionist painter often made use of a very low perspective and very shallow spatial depth to give the viewer a sense of being a child observing the scene. Notable works include Children on the Shore and Portrait of a Little Girl.

Answer: Mary Cassatt

C. (15) This American folk artist lived from about 1861 to 1961.  She painted such works as Early Sugaring Off and Horse Shoeing.

Answer: Grandma Moses or Anna Mary Robertson Moses


8. FTSNOP, answer the following questions about Joseph Conrad^Òs Lord Jim.

A. (5) Who narrates the novel?  

Answer:  Charlie Marlow

B. (15) What is the name of the island where Jim is revered by the natives?

Answer:  Patusan

C. (10) What is the name of the ship on which Jim served as mate?

Answer:  Patna


9. For five points per country, name the pair of nations that signed the following treaties

A. Treaty of Ghent

Answer:  United States and Great Britain (or equivalents)

B. Treaty of Portsmouth

Answer:  Russia and Japan

C. Treaty of Tordesillas

Answer:  Spain and Portugal


10. FTPE, name the work given the pair of arch enemies found in it.

A. Howard Roark and Ellsworth M. Toohey

Answer:  The Fountainhead

B. General Dreedle and General Peckem

Answer:  Catch-22

C. Henry Drummond and Mathew Harrison Brady

Answer:  Inherit the Wind


11. FTPE, identify the irrational fear associated with each of the following phobias.

A. Cacophobia

Answer: Fear of ugliness

B. Gymnophobia

Answer: Fear of nudity

C. Ecophobia

Answer: Fear of home


12. Given a river in Russia, identify the largest city on its banks, FTPE.

A. Dniepr River

Answer: Kiev

B. Volga River

Answer: Niznij Novgorod

C. Ienisei River

Answer: Krasnojarsk


13. Identify the work from quotes, 30-20-10.

A. (30) "I found in myself, and still find, and instinct toward a higher, or, as it is named,
spiritual life, as do most men, and another toward a primitive rank and savage one, and I reverence them both."

B. (20) "I never dreamed of any enormity greater than what I have committed. I never knew, and never shall know, a worse man than myself."

C. (10) "The mass of men lead lives of quiet desperation."

Answer: Walden


14. Name the assorted British philosophers, FTPE.

A. This bishop of Cloyne denied the existence of matter and wrote the 1734 tract "The Analyst: A Discourse Addressed to an Infidel Mathematician." 

Answer: Bishop George Berkeley

B. Born in 1711 to a devoutly Calvinistic family in Berwickshire, Scotland, he wrote the groundbreaking Treatise on Human Nature and The Dialogues Concerning Natural Religion.

Answer: David Hume

C. This political philosopher wrote On the Causes of the Present Discontents in 1770 and American Taxation in 1774. He was a prominent Whig parliamentarian in during Lord North’s tenure as prime minister.

Answer: Edmund Burke


15. Answer these questions about macroeconomics, FTPE.

A. What quantity can be expressed as the ratio of nominal GDP to money supply?

Answer: velocity

B. Name the effect that states that changes to the inflation rate correspond to equal changes in the nominal interest rate.

Answer: Fisher effect

C. These are the costs of excessive inflation which come from inconvenience due to holding less cash.

Answer: shoeleather costs


16. FTSNOP, identify these things about the Vedas, epics of early Indian religion and mythology.

A. (5) According to the Rig Veda, he was the war god and was also the most powerful of the gods. This Indo-European diety is also said to have destroyed ninety forts, but his importance waned in later Hindu mythology.

Answer: Indra

B. (10) These cornerstones of Hinduism number about 200, and the oldest are the Brihad-Aranyaka and the Chandogya. Their collective title implies esoteric teachings, and they outline the ideas of Brahman, atman, and karma, among others.

Answer: the Upanishads

C. (15) This final Veda contains many magic spells and incantations, including healing magic such as the bheshanjani and black magic such as the abhichara. More importantly, it contained a foundation for the practices of astrology and medicine.

Answer: Atharva Veda


17. Answer these questions about everybody’s favorite European dynasty, the Hapsburgs, FTPE.

A. What king of the Germans defeated Ottocar II of Bohemia in 1278, bringing Austria, Styria, and Carniola under Hapsburg rule as a result?

Answer: Rudolf I or Count Rudolf IV of Hapsburg

B. Which Holy Roman Emperor caused the power of the Hapsburg dynasty to reach its greatest extent when he became the King of Spain in 1516?

Answer: Charles V

C. Which final Holy Roman Emperor abdicated in 1806, becoming the first emperor of Austria? (Please provide his number as Holy Roman Emperor).

Answer: Francis II


18. FTSNOP, identify the following terms from programming in C++

A. (5) This is a variable that stores a memory address.        

Answer:  Pointer variable 

B. (10) This is an instantiation of a class.

Answer:  Object

C. (15) This is the process by which the default code associated with an operator is superceded by code written by the programmer to enable the use of that operator on user defined data types.

Answer: operator overloading


19. Name these great Sahelian kingdoms of Africa, FTPE.

A. Originally founded by the Berbers around the 5th century AD, this kingdom never converted to Islam, though it was friendly to the Muslim peoples to the north. It fell around 1100 because of a jihad against it, sponsored by the Almoravid sect.

Answer: Ghana

B. This empire was led by the Kanuri, the tribe of Mai Dunama Dibbalemi, who converted to Islam in the 13th century. It takes its name from two Kanuri kingdoms
united by Idris Alawma in the 1500’s, and it eventually spanned a large portion of sub-Saharan Africa.

Answer: Kanem-Bornu

C. According to legend, this state rose from the ashes of Ghana, when a Soso magician named Sundjata seized large gold-trading territories. It reached increased prominence when it swallowed the cities of Gao, Timbuktu, and Djenne, but it waned after the death of its great leader Mansa Musa.

Answer: Mali


20. Given the 2nd largest city, name the nation, FTPE.

A. Samarkand

Answer: Uzbekistan

B. Surabaya

Answer: Indonesia

C. Cali

Answer: Colombia


21. Answer the questions about the Russian conquest of Siberia, FTPE.

A. In the 1320’s, what Grand Prince of Moscow, also called "the Money Bag," gained the favor of the Mongols and began the "gathering of the Russian lands?"

Answer: Ivan I

B. Which people’s khanate of Sibir occupied the region south of the Urals and blocked the way into Western Siberia.

Answer: Tatars

C. Which brutal Russian’s conquest of the Kamchatka took place during the waning years of the 17th century? He was also principally responsible for the peninsula’s exploration. 

Answer: Vladimir Atlasov


