2009 Geography Monstrosity
Editors Packet by George Stevens
1. A quarry near this city has recently been turned into the Ngomongo Villages and Haller Park, and its suburbs include Bamburi and Likoni. Supposedly founded by Shehe Mvita, the Portuguese founded Fort Jesus at the site of this city, and it is separated by the Port Reitz and Tudor creeks from the mainland. In the harbor of this city, Venus and some nymphs save sailors from the treachery of Bacchus in The Lusiads, shortly after da Gama’s ships have been poorly received at nearby Kilwa. Connected to the mainland by Nyali Bridge and the Makupa Causeway, this city features ► Kilindini Harbor and is served by Moi International Airport. Located on its namesake island in the Indian Ocean, for 10 points, name this major port city of Kenya.

ANSWER: Mombasa [or Manbasa; or Kisiwa Cha Mvita]
2. The chief deity of these people’s mythology, also known as the Lady of Anboto, is served by the Sorginaks, and her consort is Sugaar. These people worshipped the aforementioned Mari until their conversion to Christianity, and their native land includes the Urkiola and Aralar mountain ranges. Gassia Semen was a leader of these people who began a revolt in the 9th century, and their lands had earlier been incorporated into the Banu Qasi, which had its capital at Tudela. Their largest city is centered on the Nervion River, and until recently, Jurdan Martitegi led a terrorist organization of these peoples known as the ETA. The Alava, Guipuzcoa and Biscay provinces make up their home region, whose cities include Vitoria, ► Guernica and Bilbao. The victors of the Battle of Roncevaux Pass over the forces of Roland, for 10 points, name these people of southern France and northern Spain who speak a non-Indo-European language and created Jai alai.

ANSWER: Basques [or Vascos; or Gascons; or Euskaldunak]

3. The proposed Wonthaggi desalination plant will supply water to this city, and the Bunurong and Wurundjeri are two of the nations which made up the Kulin Alliance that ruled the territory around it prior to European settlement. This city is surrounded by Organ Pipes and Morrington Peninsula national parks, and it was planned and built according to the Hoddle Grid. The Flinders Street Station of this city was once the busiest railway station in the world, until the land bust in 1891, and it hosted the 1956 Summer Olympics. John Batman purchased land along the Yarra River from local aborigines to found this city, and it lies on ► Port Phillip Bay. For 10 points, name this second largest city of Australia, the capital of Victoria.

ANSWER: Melbourne [accept Victoria until “city” is read]
4. Drained by the Jupiter River, Lake Wickenden is the largest of this island, and its most populous town is Port-Menier. Along with the nearby Mingan Archipelago, this island was owned solely by Louis Jollet for a time, and troops of William Phips occupied it during King William’s War. The Honguedo Strait separates this from the Gaspe Peninsula, while the Jacques Cartier Strait separates it from Labrador. For 20 points, name this sparsely populated island in the middle of the Gulf of Saint Lawrence, controlled by Quebec.

ANSWER: Anticosti Island
5. Before colonial rule, this island was controlled by the kingdom of Wewiku-Wehali, and in the 17th century, the Topasses ruled it from the city of Lifau, which is now in its Oecussi-Ambeno region. Kemak, Bunak and Atoni are among the native languages spoken here, although Tetum is the only one with official status, and this island was the final destination of William Bligh and crew after the mutiny and a failed attempt to land at Tofua. This island lies south of the Ombar and Wetar straits, and east of the Savu Sea, while its larger cities include Baucau, Pantemakassar and Kupang. The murder of cameramen known as the Balibo Five occurred on this island, and was a result of conflicts between the FRETELIN and FALINTIL, while the 1991 Santa Cruz Massacre here brought international attention to an independence movement led by Xanana Gusmao and Jose Ramos-Horta, which succeeded in ► 1999. For 10 points, name this island of the Lesser Sundas which is shared by Indonesia and a former Portuguese colony with capital at Dili.

ANSWER: Timor
6. This body of water’s namesake national recreation area features Cochran Shoals, and is where it meets its tributary Vickery Creek, and its namesake bay is separated from the Gulf of Mexico by the islands of St. George, St. Vincent and Dog. This river forms the ACF Basin with its largest tributary, the Flint River, which it meets in Lake Seminole, and this body of water was the subject of an epic poem by Sidney Lanier. Flowing past Columbus and the suburbs of ► Atlanta, for 10 points, name this river which creates much of the Georgia/Alabama border and is known as the Apalachicola while in Florida.

ANSWER: Chattahoochee River [accept Apalachicola River until read]
7. The Berger-Parker and Shannon-Wiener indices are used to measure this, although the Simpson method is more common, and Rapoport’s Rule states that this is smaller at low latitudes than high ones. Edward O. Wilson uses the acronym HIPPO to simplify the threats to this, and Facilitation is an effect of high rates of it. The Svalbard ► Seed Vault’s purpose is to preserve this in case of global catastrophe, and lack of this is what caused Phytophthora infestans to be so devastating during the Irish Potato Blight, sometimes called monoculture. For 10 points, name this term of ecology which refers to the variation of flora and fauna within a given ecosystem.

ANSWER: Biodiversity
8. Thor Heyerdahl’s The Search for Odin recounts his archeological work along this river, and Strabo refers to its delta as the Maeotian marshes. The banks of this body of water were the site of Dmitri I’s 1380 victory over Mamai, known as the Battle of Kulikovo, and this river rises near the city of Novomoskovsk in the Tula Oblast. This body of water was instrumental in the planning of Operation Uranus, and the construction of the Tsimlyansk Dam along this river submerged the ancient fortress of Sarkel, which had served as the capital of the Khazars. Flowing through Rostov and emptying into the ► Sea of Azov, for 10 points, name this river of Russia and the Ukraine which features prominently in the works of Mikhail Sholokhov.

ANSWER: Don River
9. In pre-Columbian times, this entity’s city of Zaculeu served as the capital of the Kingdom of Mam, although their descendants now live in Huehuetenango. The Usumacinta and Motagua rivers form part of its borders, and this entity contains lakes Izabal and Atitlan. Its ancient sites of El Mirador and Nakbe in the Peten Basin are much overshadowed by another city there, which features the Lost World Pyramid and the Temple of the Giant Jaguar, Tikal. Its city of Iximche was the center of the Kaqchikel Maya population, and this nation was conquered by the man responsible for La Noche Trieste, Pedro de Alvarado. The site of the training of the motley crew who took part in the ► Bay of Pigs invasion, for 10 points, name this Central American nation which borders El Salvador, Honduras, Belize and Mexico.

ANSWER: Republic of Guatemala
10. This site lies on the Pulwar River, and was partly cut out of the nearby Mountain of Mercy. When this city dwindled in power, nearby Estakhr overtook it in importance, and Tachara and Hadish are among the minor palaces at this site. Ernst Herzfeld, the first European to excavate this, believed that its purpose was to celebrate Nowruz, and planning of the nearby Sivand Dam has been met with protest out of fear that it would damage this site, as well as nearby Pasargadae. Nearby Naqsh-e Rustam served as a tomb for several rulers, and this site’s Gate of All Nations opened up to the Apadana Palace. Located in the Fars Province, which has its capital at ► Shiraz, this site is sometimes known as the thrown of Yima or Jamshid, a shepherd who was made king by Ahura Mazda. Destroyed by a fire started by the army of Alexander the Great, for 10 points, name this ancient city of Iran which served as the ceremonial capital of Achaemenid Persia.

ANSWER: Persepolis [or Parsa; or Chehel Minar; accept Takht-e Jamshid before read]
11. The basin of this body of water is bordered by the Gambaga Scarp, Afram Plains and Kwahu Plateau, and Digya National Park lies on its western shore. Upriver from this body of water in the Brong-Ahafo region, the Bui Dam is currently under construction, and its northernmost point is near the town of Yapei. The idea for this body of water was first proposed by Albert Ernest Kitson, and it was created to allow the construction of an aluminum smelter at nearby Tema. Created in 1965 by the Akosombo Dam, this lake is fed by the Nazinon, Mouhoun and Nakambe rivers, more commonly known as the ► Red, Black and White tributaries of its namesake river. For 10 points, name this largrest man-made reservoir in the world, located in the center of Ghana.

ANSWER: Lake Volta [accept Volta River until “Digya” is read]
12. The Steinheimer and Ries craters in the west of this region are believed to have been created by the impact of a binary asteroid, and its city of Ergolding was destroyed during the Landshut War of Succession. The Allgau mountain range is located in the south of this state, and the control of one of its ruling houses was ended via the Anif Declaration. The Agilolfings ruled this region until their last ruler, Tassilo III, was deposed by Charlemagne, and the founder of its capital, Henry the Lion, was a member of the House of Guelph who was deposed by Frederick Barbarossa. This state contains its nation’s highest peak, Zugspitze, and its cities include Regensburg, Augsburg and Nuremburg. Its ► Neuschwanstein Castle was built by Mad King Ludwig, and this state’s capital was the site of the Beer Hall Putsch. Bordered by Hesse, Saxony and Baden-Wurttemberg, for 10 points, name this largest state of Germany, with capital at Munich.

ANSWER: Free State of Bavaria [or Freistaat Bayern]
13. Kunza was the language spoken by this region’s namesake people, and a mythical bird of this region is said to provide good luck to miners who follow it without getting caught, the Alicanto. One extreme portion of this region is located between the Domeyko and Vicuna Mackenna mountain ranges, and south of the Loa River. Containing copper mines at Chuquicamata and Escondida, this region also includes the Paranal Observatory, which is notable for its Very Large Telescope. This region is created by the Humboldt Current, and although it is sparsely populated, the urban centers of Iquique and Antofagasta lie in it. The Tacna and Arica provinces of this region were ceded in the Treaty of Ancon following the ► War of the Pacific, which was fought over this desert’s saltpeter resources. For 10 points, name this desert of South America in southern Peru and northern Chile, the driest desert in the world.

ANSWER: Atacama Desert
14. The Emigrant and Hoover Wildernesses are adjacent to this region, and the Clark and Cathedral ranges run through it. Lafayette Bunnell was one of the first to explore and write about this place, and the O’Shaghnessy Dam has created a reservoir in this park’s Hetch Hetchy Valley. The Ahwahneechee tribe believed that the spirit Pohono lived in this park’s Bridalveil Fall, and it contains the valleys of the Tuolumne and Merced rivers. This park features Half Dome, and The Nose is a famous climbing route to the top of its El Capitan. Conserved largely from the efforts of ► John Muir, for 10 points, name this national park of the Sierra Nevadas located largely in Mariposa County, California.
ANSWER: Yosemite National Park
15. One writer associated with this place wrote Desultory Thoughts in London and Titus and Gisippus after having a major nervous breakdown which caused him to show up at another writer's place claiming to be the devil. Another writer associated with this place wrote Recolleections of a Tour made in Scotland, kept an extremely important journal, and was written of in a poem as having "shooting lights" in her "wild eyes." Another writer associated with this place was an essayist who wrote a highly laudatory "Discourse on the English Mail Carriage." Yet another writer associated with this place wrote about a simoom in his ► "Thalaba the Destroyer" and another poem in which little Peterkin enquires about the efficacy of a certain battle in "After Blenheim." For ten points, identify this place associated with poets like Robert Southey and the authors of Lyrical Ballads, Samuel Taylor Coleridge and William Wordsworth.
ANSWER: The Lake District
16. This country’s Plateau of the Rivers is it’s only natural UNESCO World Heritage Site, and the five qsur of its M’zab region form an urban conglomerate known as Pentapolis. This nation contains Roman ruins at Timgad and Djemila, while the Tademait Plateau lies north of its city of In Salah. Tamanrasset is the chief city in the south of this nation, and Mount Tahat is the highest peak of its Ahaggar Mountains. This nation contains the Aures and Tell ranges of the ► Atlas Mountains, and its main cities include Annaba, Constantine and Oran. The center of the Maghreb, for 10 points, name this nation of North Africa between Tunisia and Morocco.
ANSWER: People’s Democratic Republic of Algeria [or al-Jaza’ir]
17. This region’s namesake medieval kingdom had its capital at Anacopia, now called New Athos, and this region was also part of the ancient Kingdom of Egrisi, also known as Lazistan. The Psou River runs along part of this region’s northern border, while the Inguri River creates its border with the Samegrelo-Zemo Svaneti region to the east. As recently as 2008, this region’s Kodori Valley has been the site of fighting, although the war for which it is best remembered began after its declaration of independence in 1991, and ended with a favorable peace treaty in nearby Sochi. With capital at Sukhumi, for 15 points, name this autonomous republic on the Black Sea which is, like South Ossetia, located in Georgia.

ANSWER: Republic of Abkhazia
18. The Quadiriki Caves are a feature of the Arikok National Park, which takes up almost one fifth of one of these islands, and an oil refinery on one of these islands was attacked in 1942 by the German U-156. The islands of Orchila and Los Roques are located east of this, as is the Las Aves archipelago, which was the site of a 1678 naval disaster, when an entire 17 ship fleet under Jean d’Estrees struck a reef. Frenchman’s Pass on Mount Jamanota, the highest peak of this archipelago, was the site of fighting between pirates and natives, and the most widely spoken language here is Papiamento. Peter Stuyvesant served as governor of one of these islands from 1642 to 1644, and they lie just north of the Falcon state’s Paraguana Peninsula. With cities like Kralendyke, ► Willemstad and Oranjestad, for 10 points, name this archipelago of the Lesser Antilles north of Venezuela, which is owned by the Netherlands.

ANSWER: ABC Islands [or Aruba, Bonaire and Curacao; prompt on Lesser Antilles until read; prompt on Netherlands Antilles; accept Aruba until “islands” is read]
19. This city features the Oscar Niemeyer-designed Volcan Cultural Center, and its post-war reconstruction by Auguste Perret, the teacher of Le Corbusier, made this city one of the few contemporary UNESCO World Heritage Sites. Lying in the Pays de Caux region, this city was the objective of Operation Astonia, and its citizens renamed it after Jean-Paul Marat for two years during the Revolution. This city was first named after Francis I, who founded it to replace the nearby ports of Honfleur and Harfleur. The setting for Monet’s ► Impression, Sunrise, for 10 points, name this port city of Normandy at the mouth of the Seine.

ANSWER: Le Havre
20. The kingdoms of Dali and Nanzhao were centered in this region, and its Lake Dian was used as the model for an artificial lake in Beijing’s Summer Palace. This region is home to the “Fortunate Victory Prayer Wheel”, a structure in bas-relief that represents its nation’s 56 ethnic groups, and pilgrims travel to this region to take the two week-long kora around its Mount Kawagebo, which features the Ganden Suntseling Monastery. The aforementioned features are located near this region’s town of Zhongdian, whose name has recently been changed to Shangri-La in an attempt to attract tourists to nearby Pudacuo National Park as well as the ► Three Parallel Rivers region. With capital at Kunming, for 10 points, name this Chinese province, the source of the Mekong and Yangtze rivers, which borders Sichuan and Tibet as well as Burma, Laos and Vietnam. 

ANSWER: Yunnan Province
TB. This entity once claimed the territory of Chamizal, and it ceded the Horcon Tract around the city of Rio Rico to its southern neighbor in 1970. The city of New Braunfels was founded here as part of Adelsverein, a failed attempt to create a German colony in the 1840s and a Karankawa raid doomed Robert De La Salle’s attempt to colonize this in the 1680s. The shipwreck of the Narvaez expedition and Cabeza de Vaca eventually led to the colonization of this region, and the Battle of Goliad was part of the conflict in which it became an independent republic with capital at ► Washington-on-the-Bravos. For 10 points, name this state which has been ruled by itself, France, Spain, the Confederacy and Mexico, as well as the United States.

ANSWER: Texas [prompt on United States until “New Braufels” is read]
