2004 Chicago Open

Editor Packet 1 – Tossups by Subash Maddipoti

1. Against the wishes of his father, he married the widow of Siferth, a powerful Danish thane of the time.  He experienced a string of successes before a disastrous defeat at Asandun, and he would be dead shortly thereafter.  This happened after he had agreed to partition the country, which ended the strife following the acceptance of him as ruler of the Five Boroughs of the Danelaw and crowning as king in April 1016.  Despite the nobles supporting Canute, this son of Aethlred the Unready fought valiantly.  FTP, name this king of England, whose stout defense earned him his “strong” appellation. 

Answer: Edmund Ironside

2. The author wrote a second introduction to this novel specifically to explain why his hero uses the word “Horican” for a local lake.  One of its characters, referred to as the “Reed that Bends,” is possibly homosexual.  Perhaps even more overtly gay is the Calvinist psalmodist who is forced to dress like a clown and who is named David Gamut.  In contrast to them is the aged Tamenund, who doesn’t appear until the very end of the novel.  The end also realizes the love of Duncan Heyward for Alice Munro, whose sister Cora is killed after refusing Magua’s offer of marriage.  FTP, name this novel, whose title most likely refers to Uncas, the most popular of Cooper’s Leatherstocking Tales.


Answer: The Last of the Mohicans  

3. Modifications of this reaction include the Huang-Minlon Modification.  The central step in this mechanism was modeled on the equally similar formation of an oxime with a carbonyl.  It gives yields of about 70% due to the isomerization of side products, and has an acid analog known as the Clemmenson reaction.  The key ingredients are the base and heated hydrazine hydrate.  FTP, identify this reaction that creates methyl or methylene groups from carbonyl compounds, a reduction named for its two discoverers.


Answer: Wolf-Kishner reduction

4. The artist claimed that he reworked the foot of one of this painting’s title characters 20 times.  He also later added the baby with its back turned to the viewer in the rear, though the dejected child holding the baby was part of the original painting.  The scene was drawn from the recent staging of a Corneille tragedy and features a couple of swooning women at the far right.  The focal point though is the set of three swords held by the man in the center, to which the title characters make a pledge.  FTP, name this Jacques Louis David depiction of three brothers from Roman history.


Answer: The Oath of the Horatii
5. Notable sections include Chapter 48, in which the title character presents a long list of followers, and Chapter 44, which presents the difference between the good and bad forms of flattery.  Its title character was born in the earthly paradise of Plutus and is first introduced in the garb of a jester.  The work is often accompanied by commentary from the scholar Gerard Lijster [LYE-ster] and the author’s defense in a letter to Martin Dorp.  The author’s savage attack on Julius II amused Leo X and its Greek title, the pun Moirae Encomium, amused its dedicatee Thomas More, in whose house it was written in 1509.  FTP, name this satire by Erasmus.


Answer: In Praise of Folly (accept early buzz of Moirae Encomium)  

6. When notified of the President’s decision to take military action, Congressman Robert Drinan and Senator Gaylord Nelson opposed it.  The next year, a General Accounting Office report on this incident showed that the U.S. knew of Chinese intervention on their behalf.  Nevertheless, action was taken against Tang Island, and forty-one Americans died in the action, even though the thirty-nine sailors involved had already been freed.  FTP, name this incident that occurred three weeks after the fall of Saigon in 1975 when the Cambodians briefly held the namesake American cargo ship.


Answer: Mayaguez affair

7. It opens with a quote from Horace’s Satires regarding those who do not “wish well to adulterers.”  The author drew the two central lovers from Aphra Behn’s Helena and Willmore and their interplay reaches its climax in the humorous “contract” scene in Act IV.  Additional comedy is provided by the servants Betty, Mincing, and Foible and the comeuppance that Fainall, this play’s villain, receives.  By the end Lady Wishfort has given her approval to the union of Mirabell and Millamant.  FTP, name this last and greatest play by William Congreve.


Answer: The Way of the World
8. To derive its exponential effectiveness one must define an area known as the Thomson Cross Section and use the Larmor Power formula.  It only predominates with very small particles and can be considered elastic since the photon energies of the involved photons does not change.  It is simply defined as the dispersion of electromagnetic radiation from free electrons that occurs without changing the wavelength of the incident light.  FTP, name this type of scattering that causes the blue color of the sky


Answer: Rayleigh Scattering (accept just the name after “scattering” is mentioned)

9. James Gandolfini has a small role as a mob goon who forgets to check under the bed for his objective, and Bronson Pinchot plays a producer’s assistant who becomes an informant for the police.  Michael Rappaport plays a struggling actor who sets up the film’s climactic drug deal, which sees a massive gunfight in a Beverly Hills hotel suite and also the last appearance of Elvis, as played by Val Kilmer, in the suite’s bathroom. Perhaps the best scene is one in which Christopher Walken’s mob boss character interrogates and then shoots Dennis Hopper.  Young lovers Patricia Arquette and Christian Slater get away with the money in, FTP, what 1993 film written by Quentin Tarantino?


Answer: True Romance 

10. To support himself he worked as a cellist at the Paris Opera-Comique, where his first work, the one-act opera Pepito, debuted.  He followed up with more short operas, which included such hits as La belle Helene and The Parisian Life.  In that thirty-year span he composed almost 90 operettas, many of them to librettos by Ludevic Halevy.  The most successful was his Orpheus in the Underworld, but it was another opera, to which he had only completed the piano score by the time of his 1880 death, for which he would become most famous.  FTP, name this French composer of Tales of Hoffman.


Answer: Jacques Offenbach
11. The chief chronicler of his expedition was a man simply known as the Gentleman of Elvas.  It was Elvas who recorded that his body had at first been placed in a grave then disinterred and placed in the trunk of a tree before being sunk.  He had been a captain under Pedro de Avila, whose daughter he married, and served under Pizarro in Peru before Charles V made him governor of Cuba.  Two years later, he led his expedition, making it as far north as the Carolinas sometime in 1540.  FTP, name this Spaniard who, one year later, came across the Mississippi River.


Answer: Hernando De Soto   

12. Its first edition featured a cover and pictures by Ben Shahn, and James Merrill’s copy of that edition is available online for 1500 pounds.  The poet created a complex stanza form for this poem, partly modeled on W.B. Yeats’ “In Memory of Major Gregory.”  The final of its five sections is a peroration from the poet and concludes its 57 stanzas of eight rhymed lines each.  It begins with an invocation of the dead subject but perhaps most interesting is the middle section of seductive dialogue between the two poets.  FTP, name this work that first appeared in book form in 1956, 284 years after the death of its subject, a long poem by John Berryman.


Answer: Homage to Mistress Bradstreet. 

13. Among those that have been found to date in bacteria include IS3, which can be among the 10-20 found in the typical E. coli cell.  One example of the retro variety in humans constitutes about 4% of the mass of the total human genome and is known as LINE-1.  They were first discovered in studies of the aleurone layer of a specific substance and how they affected pigment expression in that substance, zea maize.  FTP, name these segments of DNA that can move from one location to another in a chromosome and which were termed “jumping genes” by Barbara McClintock.


Answer: transposons or transposable elements (prompt on “jumping genes”)

14.  In the introduction – “the Subject, Method, and Scope of this Enquiry” - its author explains some of his methodology, including his “three conditions of success,” and his “uses of synoptic charts.”  Chapter Six explains the significance of the tasasoria [TUH-suh-SO-ree-uh] and the kabigidoya [kuh-BIGG-ih-DO-yah], or rituals of the trial run and ceremonial visiting.  This follows a chapter on the magic of building and the important fourth chapter, which discusses the sociology of ownership of the masawa, or large canoe.  The chief focus of the book, though, is the Kula system of trading.  FTP, name this study of the Trobriand Islanders, the major work of Bronislaw Malinowski.


Answer: Argonauts of the Western Pacific
15. Snorri Sturluson claimed that Thor was the grandson of this mythological figure.  In one sense this man was the grandson of the River Scamander as his mother, the nymph Strymo, was the daughter of the river.  His life was once spared in exchange for a veil that had been embroidered by his sister and from that day forward he was no longer known as Podarces and took a new name meaning “bought” or “ransomed.”  He met a more violent death than his brother Tithonus as he was killed on an altar of Zeus by Neoptolemus.  FTP, name this son of Laomedon and father of fifty sons, including Paris and Hector. 


Answer: Priam (accept early buzz of Podarces)  

16.  During his time as president, he abolished the Civil Guards and the Lotta Svard organization.  He had come to that post by succeeding Risto Ryiti and would serve for two years before giving way to Juho Paasikivi.  He made his name as commander-in-chief of his nation’s armies, after it had declared independence in 1918 and when he had led the White faction in a victory over the leftist Red faction.  But he is best known for his plan, conceived for a war with Russia, for a fortified front across the Karelian Isthmus.  FTP, identify this Finnish leader and namesake of a Finnish line of defense.


Answer: Carl Gustav Mannerheim

17. One of this novel’s characters is trying to write a book but can’t get past the opening line because he wants the perfect manuscript.  Another character goes crazy and randomly fires his gun in the street until he is arrested.  That figure, Cottard, had been enlisted to help Raymond Rambert flee, but Rambert became ashamed and stayed behind to help such men as Castel and Jean Tarrou, who dies near the end.  The tale of all these residents of Oran is narrated by Dr. Bernard Rieux.  FTP, name this novel by Albert Camus that chronicles the time during a disease epidemic.


Answer: The Plague (or La Peste)

18. Their theorization helped to resolve an old paradox revolving around the specific heat of an electron as predicted by the equipartition law.  One of their formulators showed that they can also be obtained when the total wave function of a system is antisymmetrical.  When using them, at most one particle is allowed in a nondegenerate state.  FTP, identify these statistical descriptions of particles that satisfy the exclusion principle, named for the Italian and British physicists who proposed them.


Answer: Fermi-Dirac statistics

19. A skeleton known as this state’s namesake “man” was found near Pelican Falls in 1931.  In the north-central part lies Leech Lake, to the east of which are the Cuyuna and Vermilion mountain ranges.  Its northern border is interrupted by Rainy Lake and some of its eastern border is formed by the St. Croix River.  It was Michel Aco who discovered the Falls of St. Anthony, near which its capital sits.  FTP, name this state that is also home to Lake Itasca as well as the cities of St. Cloud, Duluth, and St. Paul.


Answer: Minnesota
20. In a bizarre occurrence at this meeting the French were represented by a foreign emissary, William Waddington.  One of the provisions called for the principality of Eastern Rumelia to be governed by a Christian appointee, a measure which had been chiefly favored by Count Corti and Count Gyula Andrassy.  Alexander Gorchakov ensured that his country would get Batum and Kars, much to the chagrin of Alexander Karatheodori, his Ottoman counterpart.  FTP, name this conference that was called following the recent Russo-Turkish War to reconsider the Treaty of San Stefano and which met in the namesake German city.


Answer: Congress of Berlin
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1. Name these novels of Mario Vargas Llosa, FTP each:

A. Don Rigoberto and his wife Lucrecia arouse each other by telling erotic myths based on classical paintings in this brief and highly sensuous novel.  Oh yeah, there’s also an incest plot, but Matt Reece’s favorite parts are the lengthy descriptions of Lucrecia’s croup.


Answer: In Praise of the Stepmother 

B. One half of this excellent novel’s story is an account of the aspiring author Marito Varguitas, who falls in love with the divorced sister-in-law of his Uncle Lucho.


Answer: Aunt Julia and the Scriptwriter (or La tia Julia y el escribidor)

C. This novel’s chapters alternate between the tale of Saul Zuratas, a Peruvian Jew who takes on the title role for the Amazonian Machiguengas tribe, and the tales of the tribe themselves. 


Answer: The Storyteller (or El Habladore)

2. Answer these questions about chromosome storage in the cell, FTP each:

A. This is the complex of DNA, histones, and nonhistone proteins found in the nucleus of a eukaryotic cell.  Its fundamental subunit is a nucleosome.


Answer: chromatin
B. Nucleosomes are packed upon one another to generate this more compact structure, which can only occur if Histone H1 is present to draw the nucleosomes together.


Answer: 30-nanometer fiber or 30-nm fiber

C. This is the most highly condensed form of interphase chromatin.  It typically makes up about 10% of an interphase chromosome, and in mammals it is typically concentrated around the centromere region and the ends of the chromosome.


Answer: heterochromatin

3. Name these things one might encounter by reading Thomas Macaulay’s highly entertaining Lays of Ancient Rome, FTP each:

A. One of the lays concerns this figure whose valiant defense of the Sublician Bridge allowed Rome to hold Lars Porsena’s Etruscan army at bay. 


Answer: Horatius Cocles

B. Another lay tells of this battle in which the Romans, aided by Castor and Pollux, defeated the Latins.  The battle has been historically placed in the first decade of the fifth century BC.


Answer: Battle of Lake Regillus
C. In the second edition of the Lays Macaulay added the ballad “Ivry,” which tells of this king’s victory over the Huguenots at the title locale.


Answer: Henry IV or Henry of Navarre
4. The bonus that all you dorks have been waiting for.  Name these RPG series for the PC and other consoles, FTP each:

A. The two expansion packs to the fourth edition of this game were titled The Gathering Storm and Winds of War.  They introduced such new creatures as the goblin knight, frenzied gnasher, and megadragon.


Answer: Heroes of Might and Magic (do not prompt on “Might and Magic”)

B. The second edition of this highly entertaining series was known as Shadows of Amm and was followed up by the expansion pack Throne of Baal, which featured Demogorgon, one of the chief demon princes.


Answer: Baldur’s Gate
C. The U.S. seventh edition of this series featured the annoying task of breeding a gold chocobo, which was a must to obtain the overpowered Knights of the Round materia.  Andrew Yaphe’s favorite move was Cloud’s Level 4 limit break, Omnislash


Answer: Final Fantasy
5. Answer these questions about Hermes, FTP each:

A. Hermes was the son of Zeus and what nymph, a daughter of Atlas?


Answer: Maia
B. One of Hermes’ possessions was what rod entwined by two serpents?


Answer: caduceus [kuh-DOO-shus] (or kerykeion)

C. Hermes was the father of what friend of Heracles, who was eaten by some flesh-eating mares while keeping guard over them?


Answer: Abderus
6. Name these men associated with everyone’s favorite Victorian scholar J.A. Froude, FTP each:

A. In 1849 Froude met this writer, who would become his lifelong mentor.  Froude’s frank biography of this writer of The Early Kings of Norway and Past and Present resulted in much controversy in the 1880s.


Answer: Thomas Carlyle
B. Earlier, after becoming disenchanted with the Tractarian Movement, Froude became a friend of this novelist of Hereward the Wake and Alton Locke.


Answer: Charles Kingsley
C. After being appointed Regius professor of modern history at Oxford in 1892, Froude gave a notable lecture on the “Life and Letters” of this man, whose parents’ lives were fictionalized in Charles Reade’s The Cloister and the Hearth.


Answer: Desiderius Erasmus
7. Name these laws of electromagnetism, FTP each:

A. It gives the voltage, or EMF, produced in a current ring by a time changing magnetic flux through the ring.


Answer: Faraday’s Law

B. The effect named for this German scientist states that when heat flows across lines of magnetic force, there is observed an EMF in the mutually perpendicular direction.


Answer: Nernst Effect

C. This slightly varied form of Ampere’s law, known by the name of its two formulators, relates a spatially varying magnetic field to the current density.


Answer: Biot-Savart Law

8. Name these North African Muslim dynasties, FTP each:

A. It arose from a puritanical sect founded by Ibn Tumart, and its greatest ruler was Yakub, who was the patron of Averroes.  


Answer: Almohad
B. The Almohads captured Morocco and Muslim Spain from this Berber dynasty, which, in 1062, founded Marrakesh as the capital of its powerful empire.  Yusuf Ibn Tashfin and Abu Bakr proved its most able rulers.


Answer: Almoravid
C. The Almoravids had pushed south and destroyed this ancient state and ransacked its capital of Kumbi Saleh in 1076.


Answer: Ghana
9. Answer these questions about a certain composer, FTP each:

A. What man produced his underrated ballet The Stone Flower ten years before his March 5, 1953 death, the same day that Joseph Stalin died?  By then he had already completed Peter and the Wolf

Answer: Sergei Prokofiev
B. Another of Prokofiev’s works was what cantata written in celebration of the 30th anniversary of the October Revolution?  It lasts less than ten minutes in performance.


Answer: Flourish, Mighty Homeland
C. Prokofiev attempted to adapt Italian opera buffa to the Russian stage with what work based on a Richard Brinsley Sheridan comedy and a libretto from Prokofiev’s second wife, Mira Mendelssohn?


Answer: Betrothal at the Monastery or The Duenna
10. Answer these questions about a philosopher, FTP each:

A. In 1738 what man published his advocacy of British empirical philosophy, Elements of the Philosophy of Newton?  This was five years after the publication of his English Letters.


Answer: Voltaire (or Francois-Marie Arouet)

B. Among those that Voltaire praised in Elements of the Philosophy of Newton was what author of The Reasonableness of Christianity?


Answer: John Locke
C. Voltaire was forced to leave Berlin when he wrote a biting critique of what president of the Royal Berlin Academy?  This French mathematician and astronomer is credited with inventing the principle of least action.


Answer: Pierre-Louis Maupertuis 

11. Name these fictional American detectives, FTP each:

A. He marries Linda Loring by the end of Playback, but this Raymond Chandler creation will be most often remembered as a bachelor.


Answer: Philip Marlowe
B. The subject of numerous Dashiell Hammett stories, he appears in two of Hammett’s novels, The Dain Curse and Red Harvest.


Answer: the Continental Op
C. Some of Chester Himes’ detective novels like A Rage in Harlem, The Real Cool Killers, and Cotton Comes to Harlem feature a fine pair of black police detectives with memorable nicknames.  Name either.


Answer: “Coffin Ed” Johnson or “Gravedigger” Jones (prompt on just the last names)

12. Name these statistical measures, FTP each:

A. The square root of the variance is this measure of the dispersion of a group of measurements relative to the mean of that group.

Answer: standard deviation
B. Commonly known by its five-letter abbreviation, this statistical test is used for comparing means of three or more samples to avoid the error inherent in performing multiple t-tests.


Answer: ANOVA or analysis of variance
C. This test statistic is calculated as the sum of the squares of observed values minus expected values all divided by the expected values.

Answer: chi-square
13. Name these men who served in cabinet positions under Woodrow Wilson, FTP each:

A. From 1919-21 this “Fighting Quaker” was attorney general.  In that time he initiated a series of notorious raids to round up suspected communists and deport them.


Answer: A(lexander) Mitchell Palmer
B. He was appointed secretary of state upon William Jennings Bryan’s resignation in 1915, but strong disagreements with Wilson over the League of Nations and the Versailles Treaty led to his 1920 resignation.


Answer: Robert Lansing
C. He served for two years as secretary of the treasury before resigning in 1920 to run for the Senate.  His name is more often associated with four sections of the Banking Act of 1933.


Answer: Carter Glass
14. Name these English painters who weren’t really English, FTP each:

A. Most of his works depict idealized settings of ancient civilizations or medieval France.  The best known of his canvases is A Roman Emperor.  Though born in the Netherlands, he would become knighted.


Answer: Sir Lawrence Alma-Tadema
B. He considered himself a French painter, though he was born to English parents, and thus this artist of Flood at Port-Marly is sometimes labeled the only major English Impressionist.


Answer: Alfred Sisley
C. In 1763 this artist of The Death of General Wolfe moved to England for good, forsaking his American citizenship.


Answer: Benjamin West  

15. His best-known work deals with structural phonology and is revealed in his magnum opus The Sound Shape of Language.  FTP each, name—

A. This Russian-born linguist.


Answer: Roman Jakobson
B. The linguistic school of analysis that Jakobson is credited with co-founding along with Rene Wellek and others.


Answer: Prague School

C. The theory that Jakobson articulated stating that specific traits, like the height of the tongue and rounding of the lip, are the key factors to take into account in phonological analysis.


Answer: distinctive feature theory

16. Name these writers whose early works included translations of German writers, FTP each:

A. Her first published work was an American translation of Johann Peter Eckermann’s Conversations with Goethe.  Original works include Women in the Nineteenth Century and Summer on the Lakes.


Answer: Margaret Fuller
B. Her first major work was a translation of Strauss’ Life of Jesus.  Her stories “Amos Barton,” “Mr Gilfil’s Love-Story,” and “Janet’s Repentance” appeared shortly thereafter.


Answer: George Eliot (or Mary Ann Evans or Mary Ann Cross)

C. In 1799 he published a translation of Goethe’s Gotz von Berlichingen.  Six years later he wrote the romantic poem “Lay of the Last Minstrel.”


Answer: Sir Walter Scott
17. Name these theories of acid-base chemistry, FTP each:

A. According to this definition, acids are oxide ion acceptors and bases are oxide ion donors.


Answer: Lux-Flood theory

B. In 1939 a Russian scientist came up with this broad approach.  Simply put an acid is a substance that donates a cation or accepts an anion or an electron; and a base is a substance that donates an anion or accepts a cation.


Answer: Usanovich theory

C. This theory defines an acid as a hydrogen ion donor and a base as the hydrogen ion acceptor.  It also employs the concepts of conjugate acid-base pairs.


Answer: Bronsted-Lowry theory

18. Name these early Haitian leaders, FTP each:

A. This self-educated former slave led the movement for Haitian independence but was captured by French forces in 1802 and died in a French prison.  Wordsworth celebrated him in a fine sonnet.


Answer: Francois Dominique Toussaint L’Ouverture [TOO-san LOOV-er-ture] (accept either name)

B. He served as a general under Toussaint and earned the nickname of the “Tiger.”  Upon independence in 1804 he was chosen governor for life and crowned himself emperor Jacques I shortly thereafter.


Answer: Jean Jacques Dessalines 

C. This man tried to assert the superiority of the mulattoes and, along with Alexander Petion and Jean Pierre Boyer, launched a revolt against Toussaint in 1798.


Answer: Andre Rigaud
19. Name the authors of these stories, FTP each.  If you need a work in the literary form they are better known for, you might get 5 points.

A. 10: “Defender of the Faith”

5: The Human Stain

Answer: Philip Roth
B. 10: “A Silver Dish”

5: Ravelstein

Answer: Saul Bellow
C. 10: “That in Aleppo Once . . .”

5: Despair

Answer: Vladimir Nabokov
20. Name these compounds involved in the citric acid cycle, FTP each:

A. The cycle begins when acetyl coenzyme A combines with what four-carbon molecule, to form the six-carbon citrate?


Answer: oxaloacetate
B. Each turn of the cycle produces one molecule of FADH2, one molecule of GTP, and three molecules of this.


Answer: NADH or reduced nicotinamide adenine dinucleotide
C. Following the conversion of citrate to isocitrate, the loss of the first carbon dioxide results in this five-carbon intermediate.


Answer: alpha-ketoglutarate

