2000 Chicago Open

Tossups by Ezequiel Berdichevsky with appreciated help from David Hamilton and John Nam

1. The poem ends as it begins with a reference to the parking lot which has replaced a condemned building. The speaker reflects on the changing physical nature of Boston, and there is an allusion to the atomic bomb as featured in a Mosler safe advertisement. But the centerpiece of the work, described as “out of bounds now ... when he leads his black soldiers to death,” references the bronze likeness of a Civil War relief which must be held up as the old aquarium comes down. FTP, identify this poem originally published in Life Studies as “Col. Shaw and the Mass. 54th,” an important work by Robert Lowell.

Answer: For the Union Dead 

2. The son of a merchant, he held various administrative posts before his great opportunity came in 1651, when Mazarin was forced to leave Paris during a Fronde uprising and he became the Cardinal's agent.  Under him, the colonies of Cayenne and Madagascar were founded, as was the Academy of Science and a powerful fleet.  He came to power after orchestrating the downfall of Nicolas Fouquet, and by 1661 was serving as chief minister of France.  FTP, name this statesman, who served under Louis XIV.

Answer: Jean-Baptiste Colbert
3. In 1875, this scientist invented the radiometer. He had earlier founded the weekly journal Chemical News, and in 1861 isolated thallium. While working with his best-known invention, he noticed a light-free gap in the discharge near the cathode, which is called his eponymous "dark space." FTP, identify this English scientist whose high-vacuum discharge tubes were an important step in discovering X-rays and the electron.

Answer: William Crookes
4. At first glance the overwhelming white of the background seems to indicate a snowstorm of some kind. The foreground becomes progressively darker dominated by tans, browns, and shades of black. To the left one can make out a bridge which runs off of the canvas, as well as the indication of water at the base of the painting. But the centerpiece of the work is located on the right as a snakelike figure headed by a chimney seems to be moving out of the picture at the viewer, smoke trailing behind it. FTP, identify this 1844 painting subtitled “The Great Western Railway,” a work by Joseph Turner.

Answer: Rain, Steam, and Speed 

5. The two photographs described on the wall of the police station early in the novel foreshadow the ending, tying the two men depicted together in shame and death. One man, an American bank robber, ends up serving as bait for the other in a manhunt that involves the revolutionary Red Shirts as well as the Mexican police. The reader finally realizes what the protagonist is guilty of when we meet his former mistress Marcia and their daughter, a situation contrasted with that of the cowardly Jose who had given up his role as a priest. Montez is finally captured because his American counterpart is Catholic and in need of confession. FTP, identify this 1940 novel focusing on a fugitive, alcoholic priest, written by Graham Greene.

Answer: The Power and the Glory 

6. An official investigation of this incident was led by Judge Alfred T. Denning. One of the key figures was a naval attache of the Soviet Embassy, Captain Ivanov, who was most likely a spy. The potential security risk arose because it was discovered that a certain Christine Keeler had been intimate with both Ivanov and Harold Macmillan’s secretary of war. When the news broke in 1963 that this man had lied to the House of Commons about the affair all hell broke loose. FTP, identify this political scandal involving a ring of expensive call girls and the demotion of the namesake political figure.

Answer: The John Profumo scandal 

7. Unlike their companion types they have nicotinic receptors, which serve as binding sites for acetylcholine. Individual ones are separated from each other by a surrounding fascia, which can become part of a tendon. Some of the major ones include the Palmaris longus and the sternomastoid. Their fibers are about 10 to 80 microns in diameter and extend the entire length of their parent structure. Their cells are * striated and multinucleated. FTP, identify this type of muscle that makes up 50 percent of the body’s muscle mass.


Answer: skeletal muscle (accept striated before *)

8. On their way, they stopped for water in Nemea and a serpent killed the infant Opheltes, which was a bad omen. They set off after Aegia was given in marriage to a man who had gone to Argos after being banished from his city, and after the necklace of Harmonia persuaded Eriphyle to get her husband to join the mission.  The winged horse Arion carried off the only survivor, Adrastus, after the two brothers who started the whole thing killed each other. FTP, identify this cursed group of champions charged with invading the city once ruled by Oedipus.

Answer: the Seven Against Thebes
9. The year before he died he ran for mayor of New York City as an independent democrat, and published The Science of Political Economy. It was during his stint as a cabin boy and his travels to poor countries such as Australia and India that he became interested in money and its effects on people. He first gained attention with a pamphlet called Our Land and Land Policy in which he argued that the boom in the American West did more harm than good. To combat this trend he suggested shifting the tax burden from buildings to land, in other words a single tax. FTP, identify this American economist whose idea was expanded in the classic 1879 work Progress and Poverty.

Answer: Henry George 

10. The title character is hurt financially by the scheming of his so-called friend who rents him an apartment at an exorbitant price, and then convinces the landlady to keep him there by having an affair with him. He agrees to Tarantyev’s plan because his life has so deteriorated that he can’t even control his valet Zahar. After his true love Olga leaves him she meets his best friend, whose energy and active way of life win her over. They get married and she adopts the Stolz name, while the novel’s central figure passes away in the same place where he spent most of his life: his bed. FTP, identify this 1858 novel, whose title character became a synonym for extreme aristocratic apathy, the most famous work of Ivan Goncharov. 

Answer: Oblomov 

11. Among those paying him tribute during his reign was Hezekiah, King of Judah.  When this man was assasinated by his own sons, Esarhaddon ascended to the throne.  His most savage military reprisal was sparked by the revolt of the Chaldean prince Merodach-baladan, and by 689 Babylon had been reduced to rubble. His time on the throne was also notable for the rebuilding and enlargement of Nineveh, which was henceforth the Assyrian capital and a city of legendary magnificence.  FTP, identify this successor to Sargon II and king of Assyria from 705 to 681 BC, whose cohorts came down like a wolf on a fold in a famous poem by Byron about the destruction he wrought.

Answer: Sennacherib 
12. In the IBM 8086 architecture, they use interrupt 21h, function 31h in order to exit. Used for tasks like background monitoring of the keyboard, disk drives, or ports, the transient portion of the program accomplishes some preliminary steps before exiting and installing the main portion of the program in memory. FTP, identify these types of computer programs which are loaded into memory and left there to run in the background.

Answer: TSR or Terminate-and-stay-resident program

13. This hip-hop anthem is contained on the 400 Degreez album, but its featured artist is not alone on the cut- sharing the mike with fellow “hot boys” Manny Fresh and Lil’ Wayne. Though the subject matter is far from original, the infectious sing song response and manic style as well as the catchy hook telling big fine women to perform the titular motion have made it a dance floor staple. FTP, identify this song performed by Juvenile, another rap ode to the gluteus maximus.

Answer: Back that Azz Up 
14. Before all hell breaks loose in this play the most significant resistance is the wife’s secret mastery of the telegraph by which she communicates to the world.  Change comes with the arrival of her cousin, a quarantine officer, and the deterioration of her husband’s health.  Finally, the long suffering Alice decides to hook up with Curt, and the children get involved when Judith’s love for Allan is dismissed by her greedy father.  But the kids get together and the shock proves too much for Edgar, who nevertheless spits in his wife’s face before he expires.  FTP, identify this drama, whose title refers to the rhythmic cycle of destruction that envelops the family members in this August Strindberg work.

Answer: The Dance of Death 

15. The charter for independence at its beginning was drawn up with the help of John Bidwell, later an unsuccessful presidential candidate for the Prohibition Party. It officially began on June 14, with a band of insurgents led by William Ide, and it ended on July 9, when the U.S. forces under Commodore John Sloat defeated the rebels. Though there were only 500 Americans as compared to 10,000 Mexicans, the Americans revolted anyway, seizing Sonoma and electing John Fremont as their governor. FTP, identify this 1846 independence movement by Californian settlers, named for the flag that was raised.

Answer: Bear Flag Revolt

16. He developed a wave guide device for radar at Massachusetts Institute of Technology, and after the war, his research dealt with shock-wave theory and quantum mechanics. At Cornell he became interested in investigating the source of stellar energy. By 1939 he had developed a promising answer to the problem posed by the large energy production of stars over long life spans. But this man is probably most famous for his involvement with weapons of mass destruction, joining Teller to develop the hydrogen bomb and later serving as chief of the theoretical division of the atomic bomb project. FTP, identify this scientist who negotiated the 1963 partial test ban treaty and won the Nobel Prize for Physics four years later.

Answer: Hans Albrecht Bethe
17. Originally the Etruscan city of Felsina, it lies at the northern foot of the Apennines, on the ancient Via Aemilia.  It became a free commune when the emperor recognized its rights in the early 12th century, though the conflict between the Guelphs and Ghibellines led to the city's domination by a series of signori (the Pepoli, Visconti, and Bentivogli) before it was incorporated into the Papal States in 1506.  Its famous university, founded in the 11th century, originally had no fixed location until Pius IV erected the Archiginnasio Palace in 1562.  FTP, name this road and rail center of northern Italy, lying north of Florence between the Reno and Savena rivers.

Answer: Bologna
18. Originally produced and published in 1964, the play was based on a murder trial that took place nine years earlier in Mississippi. After a former drug addict returns to the Southern town of his birth he is killed by the white bigot Lyle Britten for not knowing his place. The rest of the play concerns the trial and eventual acquittal of Richard Henry’s murderer. FTP, identify this work by James Baldwin whose title derives from a slang word for “white man.” 

Answer: Blues for Mr. Charlie
19. This composition calls for the largest ensemble of any of the composer’s orchestral works, including piccolo, contrabassoon, extra brass, triangle, and bass drum. The various pieces were all joined together in a ten-minute sonata-allegro movement. It consists of “We Have Built a Stately House," "The Sovereign," "What Comes from On High?," and, most famously, "Let Us Therefore Rejoice." All four were popular drinking songs for students at the time. FTP, identify this work composed in response to an honorary doctorate from the University of Breslau, an 1879 overture by Johannes Brahms.


Answer: Academic Festival Overture
20. The priests of this city made daily sacrifices to a "spear" which they believed to be the scepter Hephaestus made for Zeus.  In later times, it became famous as the home of Plutarch, though it is better known for the two battles fought there.  One of them took place in 86 BC and saw Archelaus's army lose to the Romans, while the other was a triumph of the Macedonian phalanx over the allied troops of Athens and Thebes, as the 18-year-old Alexander led the charge against the Sacred Band.  FTP, name this site, where Philip II ended Greek liberty in 338 BC.

Answer: Chaeronea
21. After his conviction on the basis of treasonable utterances in 1863 he travelled to Canada. Running in absentia he lost a bid for the post he had held since 1858 in his home state. Originally a newspaperman and lawyer, his political ideology was influenced by Calvinism and Edmund Burke, and his opposition to centralization of government and emancipation led him to vehemently attack the wartime policies of Abraham Lincoln. As a US representative from Ohio he supported a negotiated peace on terms favorable to the South. FTP, identify this political figure most famed for being the leader of the Peace Democrats or Copperheads.

Answer: Clement Laird Vallandigham 

2000 Chicago Open

Bonuses mostly by Berdichevsky with some help from Nam and Hamilton

1. The recent death of Senator Paul Coverdell leads Zeke to ask about other government officials who have died while serving in office.  Identify these from descriptions for the stated number of points

A. For 5 points, this man collapsed on the House floor in 1848, was carried to the Speakers' Room, and died two days later. By the way, he was our 6th president.

Answer:  John Quincy Adams
B.  For 10 points, this Commerce Secretary died in a plane crash in May of 1996.

Answer:  Ronald Brown
C.  For 15 points, this Congressman was assassinated at the orders of cult leader Jim Jones just  before the Jonestown Massacre in 1978.

Answer:  Leo Ryan
2. Identify the following chemical interactions FTP each:

A. This is the name given to the attraction between adjacent, instantaneous, oppositely charged dipoles that happen to pop up at the same time.

Answer: London Dispersion Forces 

B. This law states that for every incremental change in pressure there will be an inversely proportional change in the volume.

Answer: Boyle’s Law

C.This is the blanket term given to phenomena that depend on the number of particles not their chemical identity. Examples include osmotic pressure and freezing point depression.

Answer: colligative properties 
3. Answer the following about an English novel FTP each:

A. Published in 1885 it tells the tale of a young Roman whose idyllic life on the estate Whitenights is interrupted by the death of his best friend Flavian and the arrival of Christianity.

Answer: Marius the Epicurean 

B. Marius the Epicurean is the work of this 19th century British critic and writer who is also well known for his Studies in the History of the Renaissance.

Answer: Walter Pater 

C. Marius’s conversion of sorts takes place after he meets Cornelius, who takes him to a rich home on the Appian way headed by this woman, who incidentally shares her name with the patron saint of music.

Answer: Cecilia 
4. Answer these questions about a Vedic god, FTP each.

A. Also known as Sahasraksha for his thousand eyes, he killed Vala for stealing the heavenly cows and often is at war with the Asuras and Daityas.

Answer: Indra
B. Indra lives in Svarga with this goddess, the queen of heaven.

Answer: Indrani or Aindra
C. As the god of life, it's Indra's job to do battle with this god of death and drought. Indra most famously defeated the dragon or serpent form of this god.

Answer: Vritra or Ahi
5. Identify the following about the Easter rebellion FTP each:

A. The hostilities began when a group of men led by Patrick Pearse seized this building in Dublin, which then became the rebel headquarters.

Answer: The post office (accept equivalents)

B. This British consular agent was later convicted of treason for helping the Home Rule agitators.

Answer: Sir Roger David Casement 

C. This group of Dubliners under the leadership of Jim Larkin and James Connolly joined with Sinn Fein and the Irish Volunteers to spearhead the uprising.

Answer: the Citizen Army 

6. Identify the following hormones FTP each:

A. Released by the anterior pituitary gland it increases mammary gland and milk production.

Answer: Prolactin 
B. Derived from tyrosine, this hormone is released by the adrenal medulla and is used during activation of the sympathetic stress response, it in turn produces CAMP.

Answer: Epinephrine or adrenaline
C. This hormone also released by the pituitary is a tropic hormone and regulates cortisol.

Answer: ACTH or adrenocorticotropic hormone
7. Identify the following gothic novels from major characters FTP each or from authors for 5.

A. 10: Rosario; Ambrosio

5: Mathew Lewis 

Answer: The Monk 

B. 10: Madame Laurentini; Emily St Aubert

5: Anne Radcliffe

Answer: The Mysteries of Udolpho 

C. 10: Falkland; Tyrell

5: William Godwin

Answer: The Adventures of Caleb Williams 

8. Identify these Musical dudes from clues FTP each:

A. Much of this man’s music including Atmospheres and Poeme Symphonique for ten musicians and 100 metronomes involves complex masses of sound and shifting tone colors, but he may be best known for scoring a certain film about the turn of the century.

Answer: Gyorgyi Ligeti 
B. Although he composed an enormous amount of his own music this man’s biggest contributions lay in his work on the keyboard music of JS Bach, his piano concerts, and his writings on music theory collected in The Essence of Music. 

Answer: Ferrucio Busoni 
C. Sir Thomas Beecham introduced this man’s work to the US. His compositions include Brigg Fair for orchestra, the operas Fennimore and Gerda, and A Village Romeo and Juliet.

Answer: Frederick Delius 
9. Identify the following current and former sorry white dudes of the NBA for the stated number of points.

A. For 5 points, This bitch ass always cried about his feet, in this years Finals Shaq repeatedly served him reducing his finesse game to nothing, oh yeah he’s Dutch.

Answer: Rik Smits 
B. For 5 points, This bastard did some sideline reporting for a while, before that he surfed and masturbated over the antics of his boy Dennis Rodman on the Chicago bench.

Answer: Jack Haley 
C. For 10 points, This dude actually had talent, a talent for running into people and going to the foul line somehow, anyways he played for Golden State in the early 90s and led the Lithuanian team to a medal at the Olympics in Barcelona.

Answer: Sarunas Marculionis 

4. For 10 points, This guy isn’t white but he was pretty sorry, and had one of the best stat lines ever in his first season with the New Jersey Nets. A product of the international basketball scene at GW he left early for no reason.

Answer: Yinka Dare 

10. Answer these questions about the wacky British and their propensity to use foreign troops in their army for the stated number of points. 

A.  For 5 points, an attempt to force these native troops of India to use cartridges allegedly greased with pork fat led to their 1857 mutiny.

Answer: sepoys

B.  For 10 points, the fame of these fighters spread throughout the world after they fought the British army in the Anglo-Nepalese War.  Although the British defeated Nepal, they were so impressed by them that they were enticed to enter the British (and subsequently, Indian) army.

Answer:  gurkhas

C.  For 15 points, The Hanoverian origins of the British kings and the conquest of Hanover by Napoleon led to many of their countrymen fleeing to England to join the army. Name the regimental unit formed on December 19, 1803, which eventually became the nucleus of the Royal Hanoverian Army in 1814.

Answer:  the King's German Legion
11. Identify the following about the fine art of seeing for the stated number of points.

A. For 5 points, identify either of the two types of photopigments which are active in the cones and rods.

Answer: Rhodopsin and iodopsin 
B. For 10 points, the trichromatic theory of color visions is also known by this name honoring its two discoverers. One was a British physicist and the other a German scientific jack of all trades. Name the German as the Brit would be a repeat.

Answer: Hermann von Helmholtz
C. For 15 points, An alternative to the Young-Helmholtz theory was later proposed by Ewald Herig and is known by this name.

Answer: Opponent-process color theory

12. Identify the following literary works from a description FTP each.  Don't be surprised if they turn out to have something in common.

A. This collection of short stories is unified by the pervasive use of symbolism from Greek myth and includes “Moon Lake” and “Shower of Gold.”

Answer: The Golden Apples 
B. This 1937 drama tells the story of the violinist Joe Bonaparte who denies his artistic dreams and becomes a prizefighter.
Answer: Golden Boy 
C. Along with his servant, Jupiter, William Legrand searches Sullivan’s Island for Captain Kidd’s booty.

Answer: The Gold Bug
13. Given a description, name the Catholic order FTP each.

A.  Customarily, it is said that the founder of this group actually founded three orders including the Friars Minor and the Brothers and Sisters of Penance, early in the 13th century.

Answer:  Franciscan Order

B.  It was established in 1098 by St. Robert, Abbot of Molesme in the Diocese of Langres, for the purpose of restoring as far as possible the literal observance of the Rule of St. Benedict.

Answer:  Cistercian(s) (or Order of Citeaux)

C.  The date of the founding of this order, named after a mountain in the Holy Land, is uncertain.  The order claims for its founders the prophets Elijah and Elisha, whereas modern historians deny its existence previous to the second half of the twelfth century.

Answer:  Carmelite Order

14. Identify the following sociologists from a brief description FTP each:

A. In his most influential work, Social Theory and Social Structure, he holds that anomie and deviant behavior result when a society does not offer individuals the means to realize the aspirations the society raises.

Answer: Robert Merton
B. This man wrote about the effect and expression of nonverbal interaction in such works as Behavior in Public Places and The Presentation of Self in Everyday Life.

Answer: Erving Goffman 

C. In his most famed work this man asserted that arbitrary, self-interested power in U.S. society was held by a ruling capitalist and military group, also called the military-industrial complex. His works include White Collar, The Sociological Imagination, and of course The Power Elite.

Answer: C. Wright Mills 

15. Identify these Austrian authors from clues FTP each:
A. This man used interior monologue to trace the despair of an expiring Roman poet, and also wrote a novel in three parts about Joachim von Pasenow.

Answer: Hermann Broch 

B. This man wrote stories such as “Fraulein Else” and “None but the Brave,” but is better known for his sexually frank plays such The Green Cockatoo and La Ronde.

Answer: Arthur Schnitzler 

C. The last person you'd expect to find in Benet's, he merged the contemporary preoccupation of psychoanalysis with biography in his works on famous historical figures including Erasmus and Marie Antoinette. He also wrote poems such as Jeremiah and a memoir, The World of Yesterday.

Answer: Stefan Zweig 
16. Identify these scientists important in disproving spontaneous generation for the stated number of points.

A. For 10 points, In 1668, in order to disprove the hypothesis that flies were generated from raw meat, he left one slab of pink, oozing meat in an open jar to fester and get covered with swarming teems of crazed, meat-hungry maggots. The control jar was covered and remained maggot-free.

Answer: Francesco Redi
B. For 15 points, In order to disprove the idea that microorganisms arose from a "vital force" in the air, this 18th century scientist boiled two flasks of broth, sealed one, and left the other open. Opponents argued that he had destroyed the "vital force" by boiling the water.

Answer: Lazzaro Spallanzani
C. For 5 points, In order to answer objections to Spallanzani's experiment, this scientist used a curved-neck flask that allowed air to enter. The broth remained clear for more than a year, until he removed the neck and allowed microorganisms to enter.

Answer: Louis Pasteur
17. Identify the following poems by Sylvia Plath from lines FTP each:

A. “And I a smiling woman / I am only thirty / And like the cat I have nine times to die”

Answer: Lady Lazarus 

B. “Stasis in darkness / Then the substanceless blue / Pour of tor and distances”

Answer: Ariel 

C. “Bit my pretty heart in two / I was ten when they buried you / At twenty I tried to die / And get back, back, back to you / I thought even the bones would do”

Answer: Daddy 

18. Identify the following about a structure FTP each:

A. Though it now houses the French embassy in Rome, construction on this building began in 1534 when a certain Cardinal became Pope Paul III. For this reason it carries his original family name.

Answer: The Farnese Palace

B. Although Antonio da Sangallo was originally commissioned to be the architect for the Farnese Palace this was, the work was continued and greatly modified by this more famous contemporary.

Answer: Michelangelo 
C. The Palace is also famed for its Galleria, frescoed with mythological scenes by this painter from Bologna whose works include The Butcher’s Shop and the Romulus Cycle.

Answer: Annibale Carraci 

19. Identify these astronomy laws, FTP each.

A. This law states that the mean latitude of sunspots varies systematically through a complete cycke.

Answer: Spoerer's law or Carrington's law

B. Named after its 19th century American originator, it states that when a star contracts its internal temperature rises.

Answer: Lane's law

C. Giving the rate of expansion of the universe, it states that the rate of separation of any two galaxies is proportional to their distance of separation.

Answer: Hubble's law
20. Identify the following about an early military leader and his exploits FTP each.

A. The son of Godigeselus, he came to power in 428 and soon defeated the Roman general Bonifacius, and when he captured Carthage in 439 he made it his capital.

Answer: Gaiseric 

B. Identify the tribe whom Gaiseric led at the apex of their power.

Answer: Vandals 

C. Gaiseric entered Rome after the death of the emperor Valentinian in 455, at which point he took this woman, the emperor’s widow, hostage. 

Answer: Eudoxia 
