2000 Chicago Open

Tossups by Wesley Matthews

1. The euhemerists claimed that this creature represented a volcanic mountain of the same name in Lycia, which was home to several different kinds of animals.  As a favor to King Proetus of Tyrins, Iobates sent someone to do battle with this beast, expecting that he would never return, but this offspring of Typhon and Echidna was slain with the help of the gods and a flying horse.  FTP, what was this fire breathing menace slain by Bellerophon, which had the head of a lion, the body of a goat and the tail of a snake?


Answer: the Chimera
2. In 1476, Galeazzo Maria was assassinated, and his son Gian Galeazzo ruled for three years, supporting Florence during the Pazzi conspiracy before being usurped by his uncle.  The first of them was the son-in-law of Filippo Maria, the last of the Visconti, and was invested with the ducal title in 1450, while the usurper, Ludovico il Moro, patronized Bramante and Leonardo before being captured by Louis XII of France in 1500.  FTP, give the common surname of this family, whose founder Francesco established a humanist court in Milan.


Answer: the Sforza
3. Controversy still surrounds the final 40 chapters, which may have been written by an unknown author.  The main character's affairs with Black Jade and Precious Clasp earn him reprimands from his father, as the lifestyle of Pao-Yu comes into conflict with the Confucian ideals of his family.  FTP, identify this portrait of the Manchu aristocracy, which describes the decline of the Chia family, a work by Ts'ao Chan which is considered the greatest Chinese novel.


Answer: The Dream of the Red Chamber or Honglou meng or The Story of the Stone
4. It was explained by Frank and Tamm three years after its discovery. This phenomenon results from electromagnetic waves emitted by displaced electrons in the path of an energetic charged particle, and it is analogous to a sonic boom. One example would be with alpha particles in a nuclear reactor surrounded by water. The particles travel through the water faster than light would, resulting in a characteristic blue glow. FTP, identify this phenomenon, discovered by and named for a Soviet physicist in 1934.  


Answer: Cherenkov Radiation

5. He has a dog named Rush, a sister named Roll, and men named Yamoto, Snake and Pharaoh as enemies. Created by Doctor Francis Xavier Light, his first identity was as a lab assistant named Rock. He was reprogrammed, however, after Light's assistant Dr. Wiley stole all of his designs and tried to take over the world. FTP, name this adventurer known in Nintendo circles as the blue bomber.


Answer: Mega Man
6. He first entered the House of Representatives as a Jeffersonian Democrat in 1816, and he resigned from the Senate twenty years later after his state legislature ordered him to support Benton against Clay.  He turned to the Whigs, but his veto of Clay's bank bill as President led his entire cabinet, except Daniel Webster, to resign, after which he made Calhoun his secretary of state.  FTP, name this President, who returned to Virginia after a term which saw the annexation of Texas, having gained office on the death of William Henry Harrison.


Answer: John Tyler 

7. He mostly wrote autobiographical works, such as Days of Life and Death and Escape to the Moon and Not Dying, during the 60's and 70's.  His earlier writings include such novels as The Laughing Matter and Rock Wagram and stories collected in Inhale and Exhale, but he is best known for works written in the 30's, including My Heart's in the Highlands and My Name is Aram.  FTP, name this Armenian-American author of The Daring Young Man on the Flying Trapeze, The Time of Your Life, and The Human Comedy.


Answer: William Saroyan
8. His early researches were into the development of embryos from separated blastomeres and the effect of salt concentration on the development of eggs. He collaborated with C.B. Bridges on the seminal publication The Mechanism of Mendelian Heredity, which set forth all his famous research. Along with his students, including A. E. Sturtevant, he created linear chromosome maps with genes assigned to specific positions. FTP, name this scientist whose 1933 Nobel was a result of his research with Drosophila melanogaster, or the common fruit fly.


Answer: Thomas Hunt Morgan
9. His last recordings were made in November 1971 while on a tour for George Wein. His unique renditions of Tin Pan Alley standards like “Tea for Two,” “Liza,” and “Memories of You” show his approach to the keyboard. Brilliant Corners, Misterioso, and Straight No Chaser are some of his personal albums, which include the songs “Green Chimneys,” “Blue Bolivar Blues,” “Well You Shouldn't,” and “Just a Gigolo.” FTP, name this jazz immortal.


Answer: Thelonious Monk
10. The spring tides in this body of water begin in the north near Ouessant [WESS-aunt] Island and flow southeast toward Biarritz. Half of its area is occupied by its namesake Abyssal Plain, while one of its more notable features is Cape Breton, in its southeast. The principal rivers flowing into it include the Adour, Dordogne, and Loire. FTP, name this inlet of the North Atlantic Ocean that borders the western coasts of France and Spain. 


Answer: Bay of Biscay or Golfe de Gascogne
11. He married the daughter of Louis of Anjou in the Union of Krewo, after promising to convert to Christianity and recognize his cousin Witold as Duke.  Under his 48 year reign, the first Peace of Thorn was reached, the Charter of Cracow affirmed the rights of the nobility, and the Battle of Tannenberg was fought.  FTP, name this Grand Duke of Lithuania, who took the title of Vladislav V in 1386 when he married Jadwiga, beginning a namesake dynasty of Polish rulers.


Answer: Jagiello (accept Vladislav V before it is mentioned; it's the Jagiellonian dynasty)

12. In this poem, written in 1,334 lines in octosyllabic couplets, a poet is lulled to sleep by the story of Ceix and Alcyone.  In his dream, he follows a hunting party to a knight in mourning for his lost love, who tells of his dead mistress's virtue and their courtship.  When the hunters return, a clock strikes twelve, awakening the dreamer.  FTP, name this poem, written around 1369 by Geoffrey Chaucer, and thought to be a lament for John of Gaunt's first wife, the noblewoman of the title.


Answer: The Book of the Duchess
13. Although known since antiquity, it was not described as a constellation until Augustine Royer wrote about it in 1679. One of its most notable features is the Coalsack nebula. It is now visible from Florida and North Africa, appearing around 30 degrees north latitude. Consisting of five bright stars, one star is badly symmetrically placed, giving the form an irregular appearance. FTP, name this constellation that appears on the flags of Western Samoa, New Zealand, and Australia, a staple of the southern hemisphere.


Answer: the Southern Cross or Crux
14. He was purchased from Cretan pirates by Xeniades, a citizen of Corinth, who gave him his freedom.  Born in Sinope around 400 B.C., his work in anatomy and physiology earned him a mention by Aristotle in his History of Animals, who was impressed with his understanding of veins.  Against the Sophists and The Nature of Man may be parts of the work of this pupil of Antisthenes, who was said to have walked around in broad daylight with a lantern in search of an honest man.  FTP, name this philosopher, a leader of the Cynics who spent a lot of time in the tub.


Answer: Diogenes 

15. The painting is set in front of three arches, with black space between them. A constant tile pattern is on the floor, and on it stand a small child and a baby enclosed in the arms of one of the women on the right. In total there are three women on the right, with all of them portraying some sort of grief. However, one’s eyes are drawn to the helmeted figures on the left, three brothers in partial armor and red capes who extend their arms toward the central figure, who holds three swords. FTP, identify this depiction of a famous Roman story, a painting by Jacques Louis David.


Answer: The Oath of the Horatii
16. It was drafted by Dorman Eaton, who served as the first head of the bipartisan three-man commission that it established.  Initially it only covered 10% of the field that it was passed to oversee, however that number has broadened in scope to the present day 90%. Because of it, appointments were made proportionate to state populations, and a list was created based on competitive examinations.  FTP, identify this 1883 act, sponsored by an Ohio senator, that responded to the assassination of President Garfield by eliminating personal appointments to government positions.

 
Answer: Pendleton Civil Service Act

17. His lesser known works include the non-fiction Message in the Bottle, The Thanatos Syndrome, and Lancelot.  While recovering from tuberculosis, he read the works of Beckett and Sartre and converted to Catholicism, and his faith is reflected in the subtitle "The Adventures of a Bad Catholic at a Time near the End of the World" to his novel Love in the Ruins.  FTP, name this Birmingham, Alabama native, who won a National Book Award for his first novel, The Moviegoer.


Answer: Walker Percy
18. McArdle’s Disease results from problems maintaining this substance in the body, and all in all there are 13 types of diseases associated with retaining this compound. Most of the maladies deal with problems in its namesake transferase enzyme, whereas others are caused by a phosphorylasekinase deficiency. With formula C6-H10-O5, it has a superficial structural resemblance to that of the amylopectin component of starch. Its synthesis in the body usually starts with Glucose-6-phosphate. FTP, identify this polymer of glucose that is made and stored in the liver and muscle cells of higher primates.


Answer: glycogen
19. The composer had initially sold the libretto of this work to the Paris Opera, which had Pierre Dietsch write the music and staged it. Act II of this opera contains the Spinning Chorus, to which a young girl responds with a ballad about the title character. That young girl had been the lover of Erik, but her father had promised her marriage to the title character. True to her nature Senta, the daughter of Daland, remains faithful to the title character, who had only been able to return to shore every seven years. FTP, name this Wagner opera based on an old sailing legend. 


Answer: The Flying Dutchman or Der Fliegende Hollander
20. In his Vita, he explains how he befriended the actor Aliturus and curried favor with Poppaea. He gained special favor due to his descent, through his mother, from the Asmonean princes and from his treatise against the Alexandrian Greek scholar Apion. As governor of Galilee, he held out in Jotapata against a siege for 47 days, but he eventually surrendered and is believed to have betrayed his people. It was as a ward of Vespasian that this former Pharisee wrote his best-known works. FTP, identify this historian known for his Bellum Judaicum, or History of the Jewish War.


Answer: Flavius Josephus
21. In his greatest work, he analyzed the obsession of Americans with love and the relationship through the Romance of Tristan and Iseult, concluding that it is irrational to seek such cruel and painful feelings. He is also known for his essays on civilization and the books Talk of the Devil, The Growl of Deeper Waters, and The Devil's Share. FTP, name this French 20th century sociologist, author of Love in the Western World.


Answer: Denis de Rougemont
22. New ones are recognized daily, and they can include plants, fish, beasts, rocks, ancestors, creator spirits, emperors, or any inanimate or animate object that commands respect and reverence. Often manifested in a symbolic object such as a mirror, they are worshipped in shrines to such ones as Hino, Yamano, Ukano and Ukemochi No. The first one was the Sun Goddess Amaterasu. FTP, what Shinto forces are given the Japanese word for deity?


Answer: Kami
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1. You might be able to tell something about the character and appearance of some Dickensian characters just from their names. FTP each, name these characters from brief descriptions.

A. Just as his name states, this educator in Hard Times is quite harsh with his students, telling them that "Facts alone are wanted in life." 


Answer: Thomas Gradgrind
B. This hypocritical architect of Martin Chuzzlewit tries to bully young Martin's girlfriend into marrying him. His daughter Mercy marries Martin's cousin Jonas.

Answer: Mr. Pecksniff
C. Yet another evil educator, he starves and brutalizes his students at the Dotheboys Hall. Nicholas Nickleby thrashes him and makes off with his drudge, Smike, whom he especially abused.

Answer: Wackford Squeers
2. Given a short description, name the South American battle in question FTP each.

A.  At this battle of Dccember 9, 1824, Sucre defeated la Serna and Canterac to force Spain to cede Peru.

Answer: Battle of Ayacucho
B. An army of insurgents under Jose de San Martin and Bernardo O'Higgins defeated Spanish general Rafael Maroto near Santiago on February 12, 1817, beginning the expulsion of the Spaniards from Chile.

Answer: Battle of Chacabuco 

C. Paraguayan troops under Jose Estigarribia invaded Bolivia and encountered resistance at an outpost east of Sucre. Lasting from March to July of 1934, it was the site of the heaviest fighting of the Gran Chaco War.

Answer: Battle of Ballivian
3. Name these winners of the Nobel Prize for Physiology given the achievement for the stated number of points.  

A. For 5 points, He shared it in 1953 for his co-discovery of the Citric Acid Cycle, which is also known by his name.


Answer: Hans Adolf Krebs
B. For 15 points, This man shared the 1953 prize with Hans Krebs.


Answer: Franz Lipmann
C. For 10 points, The first recipient, he won it in 1901 for his work in serum therapy and its application to diptheria in children.


Answer: Emil Adolf von Behring


4. Name these works by Hector Berlioz FTP each.

A. Supposedly inspired by Confessions of an English Opium Eater, it begins with a love scene in the country and ends with a dream of a witch's sabbath. The idee fixe is heard throughout the program.


Answer: Symphonie Fantastique
B. After the 1834 premiere of this symphony, most famous for its viola solo, Paganini fell at his feet, declaring that Berlioz's genius would continue the tradition of Beethoven. It is based on a work of Byron.


Answer: Harold in Italy
C. Written in 1846, it concerns the downfall of the title character after he refuses to repent of his affair with Helen of Troy, among other transgressions.


Answer: The Damnation of Faust
5. Given allusions from T.S. Eliot's The Waste Land, answer these questions about them FTP each.

A. The line "You -- hypocrite lecteur, mon semblable, mon frere" that ends the section The Burial of the Dead comes from this nineteenth-century French poet.

Answer: Charles Baudelaire
B. Eliot calls her "The wisest woman in Europe."  The name is taken from the sorceress of Ecbatana in the Aldous Huxley novel Chrome Yellow.  This master of the Tarot Pack also shares her name with an early Pharaoh.

Answer: Madame Sosostris (Sesostris)

C. In the last two lines of the poem, this protagonist of The Spanish Tragedy gets mad again, swearing to fit his son's murderers to a revenge play in which they will be killed.

Answer: Hieronymo
6. Name these Americans represented in the United States Capitol's Statuary Hall FTP each.

A. Representing Oklahoma, this creator of an alphabet is the only Native American in the Statuary Hall. 

Answer: Sequoyah
B. He represents Delaware, and is remembered for an 80 mile horseback ride he made to the Continental Congress.

Answer: Caesar Rodney
C. This sheriff of Nye County, Nevada later authored a 1953 bill with Senator Walter that removed all restrictions on all other countries from immigration laws. The Las Vegas International Airport is named for him.

Answer: Patrick Anthony McCarran
7. FTP each, identify the following about radiation.

A. It states that the total energy emitted by an object is proportional to the fourth power of its temperature.


Answer: Stefan-Boltzmann Law

B. Although a black body emits radiation at a variation of wavelengths, this law states that the wavelength reaches a maximum proportional to the inverse of the temperature of the black body.


Answer: Wien's Law

C. In this effect, because momentum is conserved, a crystal lattice that contains a gamma ray emitting atom recoils, releasing a phonon. If no phonon is released, the gamma rays have an energy spread inversely proportional to the temperature of the lattice.


Answer: Mossbauer effect

8. Given a description, name the work by Soren Kierkegaard for the stated number of points.

A. For 5 points, The title of this work refers to the choice every individual must make between an aesthetic or ethical life. According to the book, you can't have both.


Answer: Either/Or or Enten-Eller
B. For 10 points, In this work Kierkegaard compares the biblical story of Abraham's sacrifice of Isaac to his breakup with Regine Olson, questioning the idea that God is the epitome of the ethical and concluding that faith is paradoxical.


Answer: Fear and Trembling or Frygt og Baeven
C. For 15 points, The first section of the book is modeled on Plato's Symposium and deals with eros, sarcastically attacking women in general. The last section, entitled “Guilty/Not Guilty” tries to reconcile love tragedies with the conflict of aesthetics and suffering.


Answer: Stages On Life's Way or Stadier Paa Livets Vei
9. FTP each, name these Australian Deserts.

A. From east to west, it extends from Kalgoorie to the Stewart Range. Covered mostly by sand hills and spinifex grass, it is home to the Weapons Production Center at Woomera, and Nullarbor National Park.


Answer: the Great Victoria Desert

B. Located in the Southeast corner of the Northern Territory, it is bounded by the Finke River, the Macdonnel Ranges and Lake Eyre. The Great Artesian Basin supplies it with water, which is mainly used for cattle raising.


Answer: the Simpson Desert

C. The Great Sandy Desert lies to its north, and it is bounded on the South by the Great Victoria Desert, on the east by the Northern Territories border, and on the west by Lake Disappointment. It is entirely located within Western Australia.


Answer: the Gibson Desert

10. Identify these African authors from works on a 10-5 basis.

A. 10: Miramar and The Beginning and the End
5: The Cairo Trilogy
Answer: Naguib Mahfouz
B. 10: The Conservationist and The Lying Days
5: July's People
Answer: Nadine Gordimer
C. 10: Matigari and Petals of Blood
5: A Grain of Wheat
Answer: Ngugi wa Thiong'o 

11. Name these famous ancient Romans from clues FTP each.

A. The second legendary king of Rome, he is credited with the formation of the religious calendar, the Vestal Virgins, and the cults of Romulus, Jupiter and Mars.

Answer: Numa Pompilius

B. After Lucius Minucius's army was surrounded by the Aequi in 458 B.C., the senate named him dictator, though he only served for 16 days.

Answer: Lucius Quinctius Cincinnatus
C. After serving as praetor of Sicily, the Senate sent him to Transalpine Gaul, but he returned with an army and was defeated in the Campus Martius by Pompey in 77 B.C.  His son of the same name may be better remembered for his role as a triumvir.

Answer: Marcus Aemilius Lepidus
12. Name these asteroids FTP each.

A. Though not the largest asteroid, it is the brightest, and the only one visible to the naked eye.


Answer: Vesta
B. The first asteroid to be measured by radar, it has the highest eccentricity of any body in the solar system besides comets, passing only 30 million miles from the sun.


Answer: Icarus
C. This asteroid was the first to be discovered when Giuseppe Piazzi spotted it in 1801.


Answer: Ceres
13. Identify the following relating to mythological bovines, FTP each.

A. Because Zeus had an affair with her, Hera changed her into a cow and sent a gadfly to torment her.

Answer: Io
B. For his tenth labor, Hercules had to go to the island of Erythea and fetch the cattle belonging to this monster. 

Answer: Geryon
C. A famous painting shows this cow nourishing the giant Ymir while creating Buri by licking away an ice cliff.

Answer: Audhumbla or Audhumia
14. Answer the following about some Italian painters FTP each.

A. This man is best known for the awry perspective he created in his masterpiece, The Battle of San Romano.


Answer: Paolo Uccello or Paolo di Dono
B. This artist was forced to rename his Last Supper into Feast in the House of Levi after a Vatican commission pressured him to do so.


Answer: Paolo Veronese or Paolo Caliari
C. Vasari states that this 15th and 16th century Italian “lived on hard-boiled eggs, which he cooked while he was boiling glue, to save the firing.” This teacher of Andrea del Sarto is best known for his Death of Procris, The Visitation of Two Saints, and his Immaculate Conception, which can be found in the Uffizi.


Answer: Piero di Cosimo or Piero di Lorenzo
15. Identify these literary critics associated with deconstruction from titles of some of their books, FTP each.

A. Of Grammatology and Spectres of Marx
Answer: Jacques Derrida
B. Allegories of Reading and Blindness and Insight
Answer: Paul de Man
C. The Fate of Reading and Saving the Text
Answer: Geoffrey Hartman
16. Name these ships that played a role in United States history FTP each.

A. On June 10, 1772, this revenue boat had pissed off irate Rhode Islanders for the last time, and they torched it in Narragansett Bay.

Answer: the Gaspee
B. This steamer was seized by Canadian militia on the Niagara river in December 1837, causing quite a ruckus after Alexander McLeod, a Canadian, claimed to have killed an American during the affair.

Answer: the Caroline
C. The rescue operation and seizure of this ship by Marines off Cambodia cost 41 American lives and was condemned by President Ford as an act of piracy.

Answer: the Mayaguez
17. Answer the following about a group of elements FTP each.

A. This phenomenon is a decrease in the radii of the elements following element 71 compared to what would be expected if there were no f-transition metals.


Answer: lanthanide contraction
B. The lanthanides exist primarily in this oxidation state.


Answer: +3 or plus 3
C. The lanthanides are not really all that rare, except for this element, number 61, which is produced artificially.


Answer: Prometheum or Pm
18. Name this thing found in many religions, 30-20-10.

30: The Buddhist version of this is Karmavacara, in which the five senses are experienced in a variety of bodies and perceptions.

20: In Islam, they include El Lazai and Al Hutameh, contained within Jahannam, and are located beneath the bridge to paradise.

10: It is the Christian equivalent of the abode of Niflheim, Sheol and Tartarus in Norse, Jewish and Greek mythologies.

Answer: hell(s) 

19. Given some languages identify the family to which they belong FTP each. 

A. Kannada, Telugu, and Tamil


Answer: Dravidian
B. Hadzo, Nara, Nama, and Hottentot


Answer: Khoisan (do not accept Click Languages)

C. Arabic, Maltese, and Hebrew


Answer: Semitic or Hamito-Semitic 

20. Answer the following questions about the history of the Golden Horde, or Kipchak Khanate, FTP each.

A. This was its capitol, near present day Volgograd.

Answer: Sara'i Berke
B. This grandson of Temujin founded the Golden Horde in the 13th century.

Answer: Batu Khan

C. Fought between Horde General Mamai and the Prince of Vladimir, this 1380 battle resulted in the first major victory of a European army over the Mongols.

Answer: the Battle of Kulikovo Polye

