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Tossups by North Florida and Cornell (Jason Keller, Scott Francis)

1. In antiquity, it was popularly thought to be two separate bodies, Eosphorus and Hesperus.  A large highland area, Ishtar Terra, consists mainly of a high plateau, Lakshmi Planum, which is surrounded by enormous mountains.  Data from Magellan’s imaging radar showed that much of its surface is covered by lava flows.  It lacks a   magnetic field, probably because of its slow rotation.  FTP, name this planet  whose features like Maxwell Montes are obscured by clouds of sulfuric acid.

Answer: Venus
2. A childhood fascination with the novel Huck Finn sparked a desire in this individual to become a forest ranger, but only French classes were offered near his isolated village.  He mastered French and studied with a translator of Rabelais, wrote a thesis on Sartre, and won acclaim with his story “The Catch.”  More recent efforts include A Quiet Life and the science fiction effort The Treatment Tower.  His first novel Nip the Buds, Shoot the Kids did not directly deal with his son Hikari, who is a prominent composer despite severe birth defects.  FTP, name this author of A Personal Matter and The Silent Cry, the Japanese winner of the  Nobel in Literature in 1994.

Answer:  Oe Kenzaburo

3.  As inspiration one commanding officer repeated most of Thomas Grey's famous “Elegy Written in a Country Churchyard” from memory.  Afterwards, Brigadier General Robert Monckton, second in command, led  a force of 4,500 through Anse de Foulon, a lightly protected cove two miles south of the target city.  The surprised French elected to attack across the flat terrain anyway, but their line of battle was shattered by a sharp volley from British muskets.  Thus, it was actually fought on the Plains of Abraham.  FTP, name this fierce 1759 battle that saw the deaths of generals Montcalm and Wolfe outside a Canadian city.

Answer:  Battle of Quebec (accept early buzz of Plains of Abraham)

4. Like the Wahhabis, members of this group describe themselves as muwahhidun or monotheists.  They are divided into uqqual and juhhal, and Hamza developed the doctrines of this offshoot of the Ismaili sect, which includes the belief that al-Hakim would return on Judgment Day.  FTP, name this closely-knit religious community, famously represented by the Progressive Socialist party under the leadership of Walid Jumblat, most of whom live in Syria and Lebanon.

Answer: Druzes

5. Photolysis or pyrolysis in which a bond is broken without forming ions can produce these by-products of normal metabolism, which play a valuable role in fighting infection.  Dr. Denham Harman, a professor emeritus at the University of Nebraska, is considered the father of a theory of aging in which they are key.  Their namesake reactions involve covalent single bond changes in which one electron comes from each reactant.  FTP, name these molecules with at least one unpaired valence electron, and thus an electrical charge, which can damage cell membranes and cause DNA mutations.

Answer: free radicals
6. She is briefly befriended because whole chickens embedded in aspic are tasty.  In addition it is impossible to eat a woman’s food without talking to her.  The red-bearded author of “revolutionary potations,” Cornudet, is horrified by the Bonapartist politics of the title character, but he still wants to hook up.  The other ladies traveling overland to Dieppe repress their collective longing to throw the corpulent title character in the snow.  FTP, name this hussy with a heart of gold, the almost tragic heroine of a short story by Guy de Maupassant.

Answer: “Boule de Suif” or “Ball of Fat” or “Tallow Ball”

7. He was brought up at the estate of Macellum in Cappadocia and as a youth converted to Neoplatonism.  Ammianus Marcellinus describes him as a stocky, athletic type, which is confirmed by his statue in the Louvre.  He defeated and expelled the Alemanni and the Franks, and was set to take on Constantius II, when Constantius died.  After assuming power in 361, he ruled for only twenty months.  FTP, identify this nephew of Constantine the Great who gained his nickname when he renounced Christianity and became a pagan.


Answer: Julian the Apostate

8. This active member of the controversial Jesus Seminar earned a doctorate in mathematics and physics in  at the University of Leyden. He directed a foreign television series about a medieval Ivanhoe called Floris that was a smash, and a string of European hits including A Girl Called Keetje Tippel, Turkish Delight, and Soldier Of Orange brought him to the attention of Steven Spielberg.  His 1987 farce about a police officer turned into a destructive machine was followed by a tale of mind-tampering in the 21st century, Total Recall.  FTP, name this director of Robocop, Starship Troopers, and Showgirls.

Answer: Paul Verhoeven
9. He named his sword Azoth after he cured the paralyzed daughter of an innkeeper with a teaspoonful of wine and his “azoth of the red lion.”  His opposition to the Galeno-Arabic system of medicine, his burning of Avicenna’s writings in a public square, and the polemical tone of his discourses delivered in German drew the hatred of authorities in Basel.  He maintained that disease is caused by agents outside of the body and became associated with the Rosicrucian movement.  FTP, name this bombastic occultist, who claimed to know more than the great Roman doctor Celsus.

Answer: Paracelsus or Theophrastus Bombastus von Hohenheim
10. He found that the scattering of electrons was the primary source of the opacity of stars, and the divisor of the inequality for finding a star’s maximum luminosity bears his name.  He interpreted Einstein’s theory of relativity for the English-speaking public in his Space, Time, and Gravitation, but tarnished his reputation with incessant, misguided critiques of the work of Chandrasekar.  FTP, name this man who organized the 1919 expedition that confirmed the prediction of the relativistic bending of light in a strong gravitational field.

Answer: Sir Arthur Eddington
11. A Mugwump licks warm honey from a crystal goblet in Hassan’s Rumpus Room.  Herds of sheep and goats pass between the students on the campus of Interzone University.  The night porter has shot up all of the adrenaline for kicks, but Dr Benway massages the patient’s heart with the rubber vaccum cup from a toilet plunger.  Allen Ginsberg claimed that this novel’s provocative title refers to the unpleasant instant of seeing what is on the end of our media’s “long newspaper spoons.”  FTP, the word horde was unlocked in what disjointed, hallucinatory 1959 work by William Seward Burroughs? 

Answer: Naked Lunch

12. Roger II of Sicily conquered much of their western empire.  Adid the last of their rulers was a puppet figure anyway, and his death saw the death of this dynasty.  Moizz was its first ruler to have substantial outside recognition and power greatly grew by the time of Al-hakim, the third caliphs, who destroyed the Church of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem.  Their founding is linked with the rise of the Mahdi in 909 and their ending with the rise of the Ayubbid dynasty of Saladin in 1171.  FTP, name this Muslim dynasty of North Africa that claimed descent from a daughter of Muhammad.


Answer: Fatimid dynasty

13. The recommended recording of it is Leondard Bernstein’s 1987 one with the Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra, which comes paired with the composer’s Fifth Symphony.  Woodwinds and brass are given equal presence to that of the strings, in this work that begins with an introductory passage in the cellos and basses.  The true main theme comes from the clarinet and oboe in B minor.  Not long after its composer finished his Ninth Symphony, he wrote its first two movements were written in 1822.  FTP, name this Eighth Symphony of Franz Schubert, left incomplete at his death.


Answer: Unfinished Symphony (accept early buzz of Schubert’s Eighth Symphon)

14. In a notorious section of this book, Buddha bests a thoroughly unsympathetic Nietzsche in an argument held before the Almighty.  An entire chapter is devoted to Byron, because the vast work’s aim was to treat the “Political and Social Circumstances” surrounding its subject.  Its introduction  unsurprisingly suggests political liberalism as the best solution to the eternal conflict between social cohesion and liberty.  FTP, we learn that Plato’s Republic can only achieve skill in war and enough to eat in what 836 page tome first published in 1946,  a best-seller for Bertrand Russell?

Answer: A History of Western Philosophy
15. They account for one-third of the cases of the second-most common cause of illness in the U.S.  Although humans are their only hosts, shellfish living in contaminated waters have been known to carry these members of family Calciviridae.  Also found in fresh fruit, salad vegetables and cake frosting, they are usually transmitted by a fecal-oral route, and cause intense stomach cramps, diarrhea, and vomiting.  Named for the town in Ohio which first experienced such an outbreak, FTP, name this common cause of viral gastroenteritis, which has recently been seen in passengers on cruise ships.


Answer: Norwalk viruses or norovirus
16. In this work, Paca la Roseta is carried off willingly by a few men to have a fling in an olive grove, and it is concluded that they are from elsewhere because people from town would not do such things.  La hija de la Librada is killed in act II for murdering a child she had out of wedlock, and in Act III, Prudencia observes that a ring of pearls represents tears.  These events do not bode well for Angustias [an-GOO-stee-as], who received the ring from her fiancé Pepe el Romano, even though he is having an affair with her younger sister Adela.  FTP, name this Federico García Lorca play, in which men have no lines.


Answer: La Casa de Bernarda Alba or The House of Bernarda Alba
17. Replaced by Lew Wallace in 1881 as ambassador to Turkey, he lost popularity in after the Civil War owing to his Republicanism and friendship with Grant.  Under Bragg, he directed the assault that broke the Union line at Chickamauga, but lost the use of his arm when wounded in the Wilderness.  Among his nicknames are “old Pete” and the “Old War Horse.”  His critics blamed his hesitation to attack during the second day and his slowness in ordering “Pickett’s Charge” for the loss at Gettysburg.  FTP, name this Confederate Lieutenant General, Lee’s second-in-command at Gettysburg.


Answer: James Longstreet
18. Its water supply increases greatly where it receives the Olyokma River.  Before that, it flows through the bottom of the Pyany Byk ravine, and receives the Vitim River, which marks the end of its upper course.  In its lower course, below the Aldan River, it enters the Yakut Lowland, bending around the Verkhoyansk Mountains before emptying into the Laptev Sea.  FTP, name this river of Siberia, the 10th longest in the world, whose headwaters begin on the shores of Lake Baikal.


Answer: Lena River

19. Beaman suggests that it be combated by teaching psychology.  Other factors that may decrease its likelihood include smaller numbers, recognition of each other, and a perceived sense of emergency.  Latane and Darley found that it results from people asking “Is my help needed?” rather than “Should I help or not?”  Stemming from social loafing and a diffusion of responsibility and resulting in the death of Kitty Genovese, FTP, name this effect in which individuals in groups are less likely to help someone in need.


Answer: bystander effect
20. Studies at CERN show that they decay into three types of neutrino, which indicates that there are only three sets of leptons and quarks.  Having a mass about 100 times greater than the proton, they have been observed in collisions between protons and antiprotons, and have been used to explain “neutral current” interactions between electrons and neutrinos.  Electroweak theory provides for the existence of two neutral particles: one being the photon and the other being, FTP, what boson, the neutral counterpart of the charged W particle?


Answer: Z particle

21. Young men in the middle ages celebrated this event by dressing as women called Rosetta, chased by a lustful bear that was shot, revived, shaved, and killed again.  Greek Orthodox churches refer to it as Hypapante, and Roman Catholics refer to it as the Presentation of the Lord, as it commemorates the presentation of Jesus by Mary at the Temple in Jerusalem, as well as her 40-day purification after giving birth.  As such, it occurs 40 days after Christmas, and derives its current name from a custom introduced in the 5th century.  FTP, identify this Christian festival which coincides with Groundhog Day, and is named for the custom of lighting candles in its observance.


Answer: Candlemas
22. In act one of this opera, “Che farrano vecchi miei” causes Larkens to cry.  The title character describes her life in “Oh, se sapeste” in act two, and in “Laggiù nel Soledad, era piccina” in act one, she imagines a happy life after marrying Jack Rance.  The tenor solo “Ch’ella mi creda libero e lontano” in which Dick Johnson wishes that the title character not be told that he is dead, may be the most famous aria of, FTP, what Puccini opera, set in California during the Gold Rush?


Answer: Girl of the Golden West or La Fanciulla del West
23. Its male protagonist latches on to the prominent birthmark of his deceased father’s lover, as an emblem of disgust.  She attempts to arrange his marriage with Fumiko, but he commences an affair with her mother, Mrs. Ota, another of his deceased father’s lovers.  Finding no happiness in this affair, and hindered by his hate for Chikako, Mitani Kikuji cannot find the will to marry Fumiko.  Set against the intricacies of the tea ceremony, FTP, identify this Kawabata novel, whose title refers to the pattern on Fumiko’s kimono.


Answer: Thousand Cranes
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1. Name these Mexican authors, FTP each:

A. He hosted the documentary series Espejo enterrado, but is better-known for 1962’s La muerte de Artemio Cruz.


Answer: Carlos Fuentes
B. He published two works of fiction: the short story collection El llano en llamas and the novel Pedro Páramo, which influenced García Márquez while he was writing 100 Years of Solitude.


Answer: Juan Rulfo
C. Her collection of essays Mujer que sabe latín comments on women in writing and describes her feminist philosophy, which can also be found in her poetry.  Twelve of her poetry collections were combined to form 1972s Poesía no eres tú.


Answer: Rosario Castellanos
2. Go narc, and identify these Russian secret police agencies FTP each:

A. An acronym, its Russian expansion translates to “All-Russian Extraordinary Commission for Combating Counterrevolution and Sabotage.”  Established in 1917 to punish anti-Bolshevism, it executed thousands during the “Red Terror” of the Russian Civil War.

Answer: Vecheka
B. Later absorbed into the NKVD, this organization replaced the Cheka, and was responsible for mass collectivization, the creation of gulags, and the deportations of kulaks, Mensheviks, and other dissenters.

Answer: OGPU or GPU
C. Created in 1954, and more staunchly communist than its predecessors, this “Committee for State Security” lasted until the dissolution of the Soviet Union in 1991.

Answer: KGB or Komitet Gosudarstvennoy Bezopasnosti
3. Questions about semiconductors, FTP each.

A. This is the application of a negative voltage to the p side of a p-n junction.


Answer: reverse bias
B. This is the process of adding impurities to a semiconductor to alter its electrical conductivity.


Answer: doping
C. This is the sudden increase in current which occurs when the reverse bias on a highly-doped p-n junction allows electron tunneling.  It is employed in a namesake diode, which is often used as a voltage regulator.


Answer: Zener breakdown
4. Identify the philosophical works with a common theme FTP each.

A. Written after David Hume woke its author from his “dogmatic slumber,” it is divided into “Transcendental Doctrines of Elements” and of “Method.”  It asserts that nothing can be thought of without an a priori image, and posits the existence of “categories of the understanding” to order experience.


Answer: Critique of Pure Reason or Kritik der reinen Vernunft
B. This other Immanuel Kant work outlines his aesthetic philosophy, and describes how the artistic representation of something is only a partial understanding of the “Ding an sich,” or “thing in itself.”


Answer: Critique of Judgment or Kritik der Urteilskraft
C. This Johann Gottlieb Fichte work criticizes faith, calling instead for a philosophy of practical maxims.  Kant was so impressed by it that he had it published, thus making Fichte’s career.


Answer: An Attempt at a Critique of All Revelation or Versuch einer Kritik aller Offenbarung
5. Identify these mortal inhabitants of Tartarus from, FTP each:

A. He is condemned to stand in a river with a fruit tree above his head.  Whenever he reaches for the fruit, the branches bend away, and when he stoops to drink, the water recedes.


Answer: Tantalus
B. This progenitor of the Centaurs is condemned to roll about Tartarus, tied to a flaming wheel.

Answer: Ixion
C. In a punishment similar to that of Prometheus, two vultures continually tear out the liver of this son of Earth, who attempted to rape Leto.

Answer: Tityus
6. Identify these works of Johann Wolfgang von Goethe, for 15 points each:

A. Similar in construction to The Sorrows of Young Werther, it is based on the life of the Italian epic poet who praised the house of Este and author of the works Rinaldo and Aminta.


Answer: Torquato Tasso
B. This 1798 epic idyll in verse, set after the French Revolution, details the middle-class simplicity and honesty of the two title characters.


Answer: Hermann and Dorothea
7. Name these things related to tribal treaties, FTP each:

A. Mad Anthony Wayne’s victory at Fallen Timbers resulted in this 1795 treaty that opened the Ohio Valley to American settlement.


Answer: Treaty of Ft. Greenville
B. Andrew Jackson’s crushing victory over the Creek at this March 1814 battle resulted in the Treaty of Fort Jackson.


Answer: Horseshoe Bend
C. William Hobson secured this sinister 1840 treaty with the Maori, who unknowingly granted major concessions to the British.


Answer: Treaty of Waitangi
8. Name these things about a recent scientific discovery:

A. For 10 points, In 2002, Kayal, Agrawal, and Saxena found an algorithm that tests this numerical property in polynomial time.


Answer: primality (accept reasonable equivalents)

B. For 5 points each, From the standpoint of computational complexity, primality testing lies in these two sets, because an instance can be proven in polynomial time and can also be refuted in polynomial time.


Answers: NP and co-NP
C. For 10 points, This is the last major problem not known to be polynomial-time solvable which lies in NP intersection co-NP.  Computer scientists hope that a polynomial-time algorithm will be not found to solve this problem for RSA encryption’s sake.


Answer: factorization
9. Name these Asian tennis players, FTP each:

A. Last year, he led the tour in hardcourt matches won, ousted Andre Agassi at Wimbledon, and became the first tennis player from Thailand to win a tournament.  This year, he won the TATA Open at Chennai.


Answer: Paradorn Srichaphan
B. Ok so he’s American, but he is of Asian descent.  This American tennis player announced his retirement at the end of this year, and still remains the youngest male to win a Grand Slam after beating Lendl in the French in 1989.


Answer: Michael Chang
A. In 1999, he teamed with fellow Indian Mahesh Bhupathi [BOO-pat-ee] to win Roland Garros and Wimbledon.  In 2003, he won the mixed doubles at the Australian Open with Martina Navratilova.


Answer: Leander Paes
10. Identify these sculptures featuring sharp weapons, FTP each:

A. The title character of this Benvenuto Cellini bronze statue wears winged sandals and holds a sword in one hand.


Answer: Perseus and Medusa or Perseus Trampling Medusa and Exhibiting Her Severed Head
B. An angel holding an arrow stands over the titular woman of this marble frieze by Gianlorenzo Bernini.


Answer: The Ecstasy of St. Teresa
C. This knight of a Donatello sculpture carries a riding stick in his right hand, and his left hand rests firmly on a very long sword.


Answer: Equestrian Statue of Gattamelata
11. Name these family members of Gargantua:

A. For 5 points each, Identify Gargantua’s parents, the king of Utopia and his bawdy, independent wife


Answer: Grandgousier and Gargamelle
B. For 10 poitns, When this wife of Gargantua dies in childbirth, he produces a flood of tears so large that he drowns an entire city.


Answer: Badebec
C. For 10 points, Badebec died giving birth to this son, whose own set of bawdy adventures are detailed by Rabelais along with Gargantua’s.


Answer: Pantagruel
12. Given a European country, name its royal family:

A. For 5 points, Great Britain


Answer: Windsor
B. For 10 points, Spain


Answer: Bourbon
C. For 10 points, Sweden


Answer: Bernadotte
D. For 5 points, The Netherlands


Answer: Orange-Nassau

13. Name these terms related to the skull, FTP each:

A. Holes through a bone or any continuous structure in the body are called what?  The skull’s ones include the magnum.

Answer:
foramina or foramen 

B. This is the name for the lower jaw, which is complemented by the maxillae.


Answer: mandible
C. The cheek bones join the temporal and maxillary bones to form this arch below the eye socket.


Answer: zygomatic arch

14. Given Canadian cities, name the province in which they are located, FTP each:

A. Fond-du-lac, Yellow Grass, Moose Jaw


Answer: Saskatchewan
B. Salmon Arm, Dawson Creek, Kelowna


Answer: British Columbia
C. Seacow Pond, Elmira, Charlottetown


Answer: Prince Edward Island
15. Identify these Luigi Pirandello plays, FTP each:

A. They appear on an empty stage, whereupon they announce that they are incomplete conceptions of the author, and demand to act out their not-yet-realized drama.


Answer: Six Characters in Search of an Author or Sei personaggi in cerca d’autore
B. A man falls off a horse on the way to a party, and goes insane, believing himself to be the titular monarch.


Answer: Henry IV or Enrico IV
C. Pirandello satirizes the Italian fascist movement in this play, in which a company of lost actors attempts to impose society upon the titular beings.


Answer: The Mountain Giants or I giganti della montagna
16. Answer these questions about Habsburg power, FTP each:

A. With the election of what count as German king and Holy Roman Emperor in 1273 did the Habsburg’s come into prominence?


Answer: Rudolf I
B. This Holy Roman Emperor from 1493 to 1519 brought Habsburg hegemony to central Europe.  He would be succeeded by his grandson Charles V.


Answer: Maximilian I
C. The Habsburg’s held the office of Holy Roman Emperor for almost 400 years before this man abolished the office in 1806.


Answer: Napoleon Bonaparte (accept either name)

17. Name these organic compounds, FTP each:

A. These compounds have formula RMgX, where R is a hydrocarbon and X is a halide.


Answer: Grignard reagents

B. Grignard reagents react with carbon dioxide to form this class of compounds.


Answer: carboxylic acids
C. When combined with an alkyl halide, it will produce a quaternary ammonium salt.  Generally represented by R3N, this class of compounds is noted for not reacting with Grignard reagents.


Answer: tertiary amines (prompt on “amines”)

18. Name these novels of Sir Walter Scott, FTP each:

A. The title character is the son of Cedric the Saxon and is fated to marry the beautiful Rowena in this adventurous novel.


Answer: Ivanhoe
B. This favorite of Scott’s novels tells of Major Neville’s pursuit of Isabella Wardour.  Jonathan Oldbuck, the title character, was a member of a profession that fascinated Scott.


Answer: The Antiquary
19. It takes its name from the nickname for the old Edinburgh Toolbooth or prison and centers on Jeanie and Effie Deans.


Answer: The Heart of Midlothian
19. Name these U.S. rebellions, FTP each:

A. It began in 1842 with the namesake launching an assault on the Providence arsenal when his platform was not recognized.


Answer: Dorr’s Rebellion

B. It was a 1799 uprising by farmers in eastern Pennsylvania who opposed a direct federal property tax.


Answer: Fries’ Rebellion

C. This revolt of 1676 by Virginia farmers began as a result of dissatisfaction over Indian policy.


Answer: Bacon’s Rebellion

20. Name these moons, FTP each:

A. Stickney, a 10-kilometer-wide crater, is located on this moon, which may be pulled into Mars by tidal forces in a billion years.


Answer: Phobos
B. Located just inside Lambda and Epsilon, it is the innermost of the satellites of Uranus.


Answer: Cordelia
C. This largest satellite of Neptune is also the largest satellite to exhibit retrograde motion. 


Answer: Triton
