2003 ACF Regionals

Tossups by Maryland (Adam Fine, Daniel Greenstein, Michael Starsinic, Sandeep Vaheesan)

1. He consolidated his continental territory by defeating one of his brothers at Tinchebray.  His coronation charter contained the first English royal charter of liberties, and during his reign the offices of justiciar and royal exchequer were created.  Still, nobles complained of the harshness of his rule, and he forced Saint Anselm into exile over the issue of the lay investiture of the clergy.  FTP, name this fourth son of William the Conqueror who gained the throne upon the death of his brother William II in 1100, becoming the first king of his name?


Answer: Henry I or Henry the First
2. Due to Mr. Green’s late arrival he succeeds in taking over the abode of his rival.  He does not meet his son until the boy is 13, and shows no affection for his wife Isabella.  When he gains custody of young Hareton, he raises the boy as a farm worker, to revisit pain upon Frances and Hindley, Hareton’s parents.  After gaining Thrushcross Grange and the titular estate, his vengeance is almost complete.  FTP, name this orphan who loves Catherine and is raised in the Earnshaw household and is the central character of Emily Bronte’s Wuthering Heights.


Answer: Heathcliff
3. In 2000, an Indian mathematician used Eilenberg modules, Hall matchings, Riemann surfaces, Steiner systems, and a map of Madhya Pradesh to prove this theorem.  In 1976 Appel and Haken pioneered the use of the computer in proofs in proving this conjecture.  First proposed by Mobius in 1840, FTP, name this mathematical theorem that states that no more than a certain number of colors are needed to fill in a map.

Answer: four color theorem  

4. The composition begins with enchanting low flute notes, transforming the audience into an idyllic setting.  Woodwind solos and harp glissandos maintain the theme, about the title figure who makes a pass at one of two nymphs; she escapes, leaving him to play with her scarf.  Choreographed and danced by Nijinsky eighteen years after it was first composed, FTP, what Stéphane Mallarmé work was transformed into an Impressionist tone poem in 1894 by Claude Debussy [deh-byoo-SEE]?


Answer: Prelude to the Afternoon of a Faun or “Prélude à l’apres-midi d’un faune
5. The cult of this deity had its early focus at Dandarah, and at Thebes she was regarded as a goddess of death and known as the “Lady of the West.”  Symbolized by the sistrum, snake and papyrus rod, one legend holds she was part of Ra’s plan to destroy humanity, but Ra changed his mind and flooded the fields with beer; she got drunk and could not carry out her mission.  Considered the mother of the pharaohs, FTP, name this Egyptian fertility goddess, daughter of Nut and Ra, and often represented by a cow.

Answer: Hathor
6. One side established camp on the northern side of the Epineus River, while the other deployed near Mt. Dogandzis.  The loser planned to attack the enemy flank supported by archers under Lasienus, but this move was defended against, forcing flight into Egypt and assassination at the court of Ptolemy XII.  The victor would also be assassinated, just four years later.  Fought somewhere in Thessaly, FTP, name this August 48 BC battle at which the forces of Pompey were crushed by Julius Caesar.


Answer: Battle of Pharsalus
7. In the first of three encounters with his cousin, the protagonist of this play turns into a bull and then a shadow.  That protagonist is disguised as a stranger from Lydia.  As the action progresses, the downfall of the Theban dynasty proceeds culminating in the action of a maenad.  At the end Cadmus appears, comforts his daughter, and mourns his grandson.  Of course his daughter, Agave, had just torn his grandson, Pentheus, to pieces.  FTP, identify this Euripides play centering on Dionysus and which takes its name from Dionysus’ attendants.


Answer: The Bacchae
8. When reacted with an NH group and two R groups, they form enamines; when reacted with NH2OH they form oximes; and when reacted with hydrogen cyanide they form cyanohydrins.  When deoxygenated by zinc they undergo the Clemmensen reduction, and when deoxygenated by a hydrazine they undergo the Wolf-Kishner reduction.  When reacted with Grignards, they are reduced to secondary or tertiary alcohols.  FTP, name this organic functional group that consists of a carbonyl bonded to two R groups and whose simplest member is acetone.


Answer: ketone
9. The year after it was finished the artist took this painting on a tour of England.  A little bright color is provided by the red cloth worn by the pensive figure modeled on Michelangelo and seated on the left side.  Two pyramidal structures are formed, first by the two figures waving flags on the top right and second by the title object itself.  The artist studied corpses and interviewed survivors before finishing this painting in 1819, a year after an incident off the West African coast inspired this work.  FTP, name this painting depicting the survivors of a French government ship, the masterwork of Theodore Gericault.  


Answer: The Raft of the “Medusa”
10. A smear campaign was conducted against him by Richard Pigott, who linked him with the murder of Thomas Henry Burke. For his opposition to the Coercion Bill, he was ejected from the House along with 34 of his followers.  Shortly thereafter, the “No Rent” manifesto proclaimed his Land League illegal.  Ironically, he was then forced, by Lord Salisbury’s majority, to ally himself with Gladstone.  However, it all came crashing down when his affair with Kitty O’Shea was revealed.  FTP, name this Irish statesman who fought for Home Rule throughout the 1880s.


Answer: Charles Stewart Parnell
11. Henry James’ “Paste” was drawn directly from one of this man’s more famous works.  His best novel features two competing brothers, whose tumultuous relationship culminates with one’s marriage to Madame Rosemilly.  After publishing a work in the collection The Parties at Medan, he went on to write such novels as A Woman’s Life, Bel-ami and Pierre et Jean.  FTP, name this writer best known for his stories of Norman peasant life as in “A Piece of String” and “The Necklace.”


Answer: Guy de Maupassant 

12. In 1995 scientists at Ohio State discovered that they possess a property called “homing.”  Theories of how they arose are divided into the “late” and “early” camps and could not be resolved when they were discovered in the cyanobacterium Fischerella.  They can occur in the middle of a domain, and sometimes even within a single codon.  They are located by spliceosomes and those genes possessing them are termed “split.”  FTP, name these pieces of DNA that are excised as opposed to exons.


Answer: introns

13. This movie would have had Vivien Leigh in the starring role if David O. Selznick had had his way.  Only at a party near the end is the mcguffin revealed to be something hidden in a wine cellar.  The hero is first introduced upside down in a blurry shot, and then recruits Alicia Huberman to reacquaint herself with Alexander Sebastian.  Its famous last scene is that of Devlin carrying Alicia down the steps to their freedom, while Claude Rains must reenter the house to his death.  FTP, name this 1946 Hitchcock film starring Cary Grant and Ingrid Bergman. 


Answer: Notorious
14. His pupils helped him build a monastic school he named the Paraclete, and shortly after he wrote an account of his ethical system entitled Nosce te ipsum.  Nearly ten years after matriculating from his study under Roscellinus and William of Champeaux, he was condemned by the Council of Soissons for his Nominalist doctrines.  Much of this stemmed from the revelations in his Historia Calamitatum and the compilation Sic et non.  He will best remembered for his association with Canon Fulbert’s daughter.  FTP, name this 12th-century philosopher whose affair with Heloise led to his castration.


Answer: Peter Abelard or Pierre Abelard
15. Its leader is still revered in the tradition of the Hakka, the migratory people from which he came.  Its latter stages were initially suppressed by Frederick Ward, who was succeeded by a more famous individual.  After stalling as a result of imperial resistance organized by the scholar Guofan, it came to an end at the hands of the “Ever-Victorious Army” and Charles Gordon.  It was led by Hong Xiuquan, who was inspired by Protestant missionary tracts and proclaimed a “Heavenly Kingdom of Great Peace.”  FTP, name this religious rebellion that began in 1852 in China. 


Answer: Taiping Rebellion (prompt on “Heavenly Kingdom of Great Peace” or variants)

16. At one point in this poem the poet claims that “a morning glory” at his window satisfies him “more than the metaphysics of books.”  Earlier an allusion is made to “twenty-eight young men” and “twenty-eight years of womanly life,” and the poet is labeled as “a kosmos, of Manhattan the son.”  Not titled until 1881, it actually appeared in 1855 as more than half of a larger poetic collection.  FTP, name this poem by Walt Whitman that opens “I celebrate myself.”


Answer: “Song of Myself”

17. Wilhelm Hallwachs created an experiment to better demonstrate it but could not explain it.  Philip Lenard studied it further but could still not offer an explanation.  It was first demonstrated using two pieces of brass by Heinrich Hertz, who also could not offer an explanation.  It was fully explained mathematically twenty years later when the work function was introduced into the equation.  FTP, name this effect that states that light shined on a surface will cause the emission of electrons.


Answer: photoelectric effect

18. The Archives of the Indies, a collection of documents of New World exploration, has been stored in this city’s Casa Lonja since 1785.  Situated on the Guadalquivir River, this city has many attractions including the Alcazar and the Giralda, a bell tower and former minaret.  Columbus departed from this city, which was known as Hispalis in ancient times.  FTP, name this capital of Andalucia, a city in southern Spain.


Answer: Seville or Sevilla 

19. At the Battle of Quebec General Montgomery died in this man’s arms.  His father was the second president of Princeton, and the first president of Princeton was his grandfather, Jonathan Edwards.  After Governor Clinton appointed him attorney general of his state, he defeated General Schuyler for the Senate, starting a bitter rivalry.  In a future position he cast the deciding vote in the impeachment of Salmon Chase, and at Weehawken, N.Y. killed his enemy.  FTP, name this vice president of Thomas Jefferson and murderer of Alexander Hamilton.


Answer: Aaron Burr
20.  He wrote essays on Goethe and Chekov in Points of View, and his essay on the painter Zurbaran can be found in his The Vagrant Mood.  In his middle years he began openly living with his lover Gerald Haxton and began writing short stories like “Trio,” “Encore” and “Rain.”  He had more success with plays like East of Suez and Lady Frederick, but his current fame rests on novels.  FTP, name this writer who created autobiographical characters like Willie Ashenden and Philip Carey in such novels as Cakes and Ale and Of Human Bondage.


Answer: William Somerset Maugham
21. A ground one of these geological features is a continuous layer of till underneath a retreating glacier.  The lateral form is made up of material eroded from valley walls by a moving glacier.  The medial type is a ridge-shaped features arising from a rock outcropping or converging lateral types, while the push kind rises ahead of an advancing glacier.  FTP, name this distinct accumulation of glacial till.

Answer: moraine
22.  Part of its reforms included awarding of positions based on the nine rank system.  It ended when the Jin dynasty was founded by Sima Yen, and it began when Ts’ao P’ei accepted the abdication of Hsien-ti and established his authority over the north with his capital at Lo-yang.  Soon after rival generals generals established kingdoms in Szechuan and at Nanking.  Thus, the disintegration of the Han dynasty was complete.  FTP, name this period from 220-280 AD when the Wei, Shu, and Wu kingdoms fought for control of China, depicted in a famous Chinese historical romance


Answer: Three Kingdoms Period or San-Kuo or Sanguo
23. The concluding section of this work contains the Bhatt Bani, or hymns by the bards, and the Japji and Mul Mantras.  It is the central object used in worship in gurdwaras.  First compiled in 1604, by 1704 this work of nearly 6000 hymns of Islamic and Hindu saints took the place of religious leaders.  It was Arjun who compiled it, and Gobind who proclaimed its religious role.  Literally Punjabi for “first book,” FTP, name this sacred scripture of Sikhism.

Answer: Adi Granth
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Bonuses by Maryland (Adam Fine, Daniel Greenstein, Michael Starsinic, Sandeep Vaheesan)

1. See if you can avoid a mistake by answering these questions related to Shakespeare’s The Comedy of Errors:

A. For 5 points each, masters and slaves in The Comedy of Errors hail from which two Greek cities?


Answer: Syracuse and Ephesus
B. For 5 points each, The masters from both Syracuse and Ephesus each have the same name, as do their slaves.  For 5 points each, give the names of both the masters and the slaves.


Answer: Antipholus and Dromio
C. For 10 points, This case of twin mistaken identity is based on what comedy by Plautus?


Answer: The Twin Menaechmi 

2. 1960 was a banner year for African independence.  Given a nation, name the European power that granted independence to it in 1960, and the first president of that nation, for 5 points each, 10 points per pair.

A. Senegal


Answer:  France; Leopold Senghor
B. Central African Republic


Answer: France; David Dacko
C. Democratic Republic of Congo, formerly known as Zaire; name either the premier or the president.


Answer: Belgium; Patrice Lumumba (premier) -OR- Joseph Kasavubu (president)

3. Name these particles, FTP each:

A. This class of particles, made of quark-antiquark pairs, was first postulated by Hideki Yukawa in 1935 as carriers of the strong nuclear force.


Answer: mesons

B. This meson, discovered in 1977 contains a bottom quark and an antibottom quark.


Answer: upsilon meson 

C. This heavy meson, discovered and named independently in 1974, was composed of the previously unknown charm quark and its antiquark.


Answer: J or psi or J/psi meson

4. Name these things related to a 20th-century philosophy, FTP each:

A. Name this form of literary criticism that believes due to the nature of language, no text can have a fixed, coherent meaning.

Answer: deconstructionism
B. Name this foremost proponent of deconstructionism, the French-born author of Truth in Painting, Of Grammatology and Margins of Philosophy.

Answer: Jacques Derrida
C. This American deconstructionist wrote Blindness and Insight, The Resistance to Theory and the short work “Form Reveals Only the Ambiguity of Meaning.”

Answer: Paul de Man
5. Name the Latin American authors of these novels, FTP each:

A. Daughter of Fortune, The House of the Spirits

Answer: Isabel Allende
B. How the Garcia Girls Lost Their Accent, In the Time of the Butterflies

Answer: Julia Alvarez
C. Loose Woman, The House on Mango Street

Answer: Sandra Cisneros
6. Charlemagne developed a Frankish empire, but within 30 years of his death, it was partitioned into lands that would develop into medieval French and German states.

A. For 10 points, What son of Charlemagne died in 840, leading to a civil war among his grandsons?


Answer: Louis I or Louis the Pious
B. For 5 points for two or 10 for all three, Name the grandsons of Charlemagne who battled for the Frankish Empire.


Answers: Lothair I; Charles the Bald or Charles II; Louis the German or Louis II
C. For 10 points, On June 25, 841, Charles and Louis prevailed over Lothair at what battle, which led to a settlement?


Answer: Fontenoy

7. Answer these random questions about amino acids, FTP each:

A. The ten amino acids that are used for protein synthesis in humans and must be consumed in food are called what type of amino acids?


Answer: essential amino acids

B. In a neutral solution, the carboxylic acid group donates a proton and the amino group accepts one.  What is the name for this type of electrically neutral organic molecule that has a positive charge at one end and a negative charge at the other.


Answer: zwitterion
C. Like the majority of proteins, amino acids possess this value that is defined as the pH at which the amino acid in solution is neutral.


Answer: isoelectric point

8. Not counting Negro Leaguers, Gary Carter became the sixth catcher inducted into the Baseball Hall of Fame since 1970.  For 5 points each, and a five-point bonus for naming them from earliest to most recent induction, name the five other catchers inducted in the last 34 years.

Answers: Yogi Berra (1972), Rick Ferrell (1984), Ernie Lombardi (1986), Johnny Bench (1989), and Carlton Fisk (2000)

9. Name these regions of the Indian subcontinent, FTP each:

A. Meaning the land of five rivers, this region in northern India and eastern Pakistan has some of the most productive agricultural land on the Subcontinent.

Answer: Punjab
B. One of South Asia’s most densely populated regions, it is crisscrossed by rivers like the Yamuna and Brahmaputra in the south.  This region’s largest cities include Howrah and Dhaka.

Answer: Bengal
C. The famous archaeological sites, Mohenjo-Daro and Harappa, are located in this region.  Pakistan gained this region during the partition, and its largest city is Karachi.

Answer: Sind
10. Name these works of literary criticism written in Victorian England, FTP each:

A. John Ruskin’s defense of J.M.W. Turner was just one aspect of this multi-volume work of criticism that also introduced his concept of the “pathetic fallacy.”


Answer: Modern Painters
B. Walter Pater’s reaction to Ruskin’s Gothic leanings is evident in this brief study that includes sketches on Pico della Mirandola and Da Vinci. 


Answer: Studies in the History of the Renaissance
C. In this 1867 collection of essays Matthew Arnold argued that literature shaped one of the title entities and defended it against scientific materialism.


Answer: Culture and Anarchy
11. Given the name of a Roman emperor, identify both the emperor that preceded him and followed him, for 5 points each.  Note: You must specify which emperor preceded and which followed for the points.

A. Vespasian

Answer: preceded by Aulus Vitellius; followed by Titus 

B. Commodus


Answer: preceded by Marcus Aurelius; followed by Helvius Pertinax
C. Septimius Severus


Answer: preceded by Marcus Didius Julianus, followed by Geta OR Caracalla (or Caracallus)

12. Name  these fractal objects, FTP each:

A. It is a set of connected points in the complex plane created by the iterated equation Z equals Z squared plus C.

Answer: Mandelbrot set

B. This figure with a fractal dimension of approximately 2.727 is created by repeatedly dividing a cube into 27 smaller cubes and removing the center cube as well as the center cube of each face cube.

Answer: Menger sponge or Sierpinski sponge
C. This fractal object is created by iteratively removing the middle third of a line segment and adding the two sides of an equilateral triangle based on the removed segment, and so on.

Answer: von Koch curve
13. Name these operas featuring tragic heroines, FTP each:

A. The title character of this opera throws herself off of Castel Sant’Angelo after killing Baron Scarpia in this opera.


Answer: Tosca
B. Hermann kills a Countess, the guardian of Lisa, in order to figure out a winning game combination.  Lisa falls for Hermann but realizes that he is obsessed with a certain game and drowns herself in this Tchaikovsky opera.


Answer: Queen of Spades
C. The title character of this Wagner opera was a signer who praised Venus, but influenced by his love for Elisabeth, he competes in a song contest at Wartburg.  He sings of Venus anyway, and Elisabeth dies of a broken heart.


Answer: Tannhauser
14. Name these places found in Arthurian legend, FTP each:

A. It is the enchanted isle where Arthur’s sword was forged and where Arthur is carried after the last battle.


Answer: Avalon
B. It is the seat at the Round Table kept vacant for the one who completes the quest of the Holy Grail.


Answer: Siege Perilous
C. It is the magical castle in which the Fisher King keeps the Grail.  Pelles and his daughter Elaine are said to be from there.


Answer: Corbenic
15. His intimate journals, Fireworks and My Heart Laid Bare, were both published posthumously.  FTP each, name:

A. This author, whose other works include The Artificial Paradise, which was inspired by De Quincey’s Confessions of an English Opium Eater.


Answer: Charles Baudelaire
B. The 1857 poetry collection for which Charles Baudelaire is best-known.


Answer: Les fleurs du mal or The Flowers of Evil
C. Baudelaire’s first major publication, a two booklet set of art criticism discussing the art of Daumier, Manet, and Delacroix.


Answer: Les Salons
16. Two of his early acts included naming David Key, a Confederate veteran, as postmaster general and ordering federal troops out of Louisiana and South Carolina.  FTP each:

A. Name this president, who thus strengthened the rumor that he had compromised with the Southern Democrats.


Answer: Rutherford B. Hayes
B. Rutheford Hayes vetoed a bill requiring the unlimited coinage of silver that still went into effect over his veto as this act of 1878.


Answer: Bland-Allison Act 

C. Hayes twice served as congressman from this city, elected for the first time when he was on the front during the Civil War.


Answer: Cincinnati
17. Name these genetic disorders, FTP each:

A. 95% of the cases of this disorder result from a trisomy of chromosome 21.  Symptoms include learning disabilities, a flattened bridge of the nose, and a large, protruding tongue.


Answer: Down syndrome

B. Females with only one functioning X chromosome are affected by this disorder.  They are typically short with a thick, webbed neck.


Answer: Turner syndrome

C. Problems with mitochondrial DNA can result in this vision disorder characterized by shrinking of the optic nerve.


Answer: LHON or Leber’s hereditary optic neuropathy
18. Answer these questions about the painting The Artist’s Studio on the rue de la Condamine, FTP each:

A. Who is the artist seated underneath the stairs on the far left and conversing with Emile Zola?  His paintings include The Umbrellas and Luncheon of the Boating Party.


Answer: Pierre Auguste Renoir
B. Who is the artist with the hat and the cane, standing between Edouart Manet and this canvas’ painter?  His own paintings include a series of water lilies and studies of Rouen cathedral.


Answer: Claude Monet
C. Who is the man talking to Monet and Manet, the painter of this canvas?  This impressionist only produced a short body of work as he died in the Franco-Prussian war at the age of 29.


Answer: Frederic Bazille
19. Name these American detective writers, FTP each:

A. He famously railed against the traditional detective story in his “The Simple Art of Murder,” but is better known for such novels as The Long Goodbye and The Big Sleep, featuring detective Philip Marlowe.


Answer: Raymond Chandler
B. Frederick Dannay and Manfred Lee wrote under this pseudonym creating such forgettable novels as The French Powder Mystery, The Glass Village, and The Tragedy of X.


Answer: Ellery Queen (prompt for full name)

C. After publishing his final novel in 1938 this Southern write wrote detective fiction exclusively.  However, his novels such as The Forge, Unfinished Cathedral, and the Pulitzer Prize-winning The Store are his best known work particularly for their sympathetic portrayal of African Americans.


Answer: T.S. Stribling
20. After running away to England, he was forced upon his return to witness the execution of one of his two close friends and possible lover.  FTP each, name:

A. This man who became a king in 1740.


Answer: Frederick the Great or Frederick II of Prussia

B. The Austrian mineral rich territory that Frederick the Great coveted and demanded in return for Prussian recognition of the Pragmatic Sanction.


Answer: Silesia
C. The major 1741 battle in the War of the Austrian Succession which Frederick was considered the victor of because he only lost half as many casualties as the Austrians despite being driven from the field by the Austrian general Neipperg.


Answer: Battle of Mollwitz 

