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Tossups by ACF Editors
1. The title character’s two brothers, who are called “Baalites of pelf,” are banished in section 60 of the poem.  After the title character sees her lover’s ghost in a vision, she goes to his grave on the banks of the Arno, digs up his head, wraps it in a silk scarf, and puts it in a pot of basil.  FTP, identify this poem based on a story of Bocaccio, which depicts the murder of Lorenzo, a work by John Keats.


Answer: “Isabella; or, the Pot of Basil”

2. He expounded his views on agapasm, synechism, and tychism in a series of articles published in The Monist that included "Man's Glassy Essence".  In "Some Consequences of Four Incapacities" he argued against Cartesian skepticism, though his best known articles appeared in the Popular Science Monthly starting in 1877 and included "The Fixation of Belief" and "How to Make Our Ideas Clear".  FTP, name this American philosopher, a pioneer of semiotics who founded the philosophical movement known as pragmatism.

        Answer: Charles Sanders Peirce
3. Some types of these instruments use a length of natural fiber, like a strand of hair, which changes with variations in the property being measured. The wet and dry bulb type uses two vertical thermometers, with one of the bulbs covered in absorbent cloth dipped in water. The dew-point type consists of a polished metal mirror that gradually cools until a fine mist of water forms on it, and once the dew point is determined, the water vapor content of the air can be calculated. FTP, identify this type of instrument which measures the relative humidity of a gas.

Answer: hygrometer
4. In the late eighteenth century, they were supplemented by the Speenhamland system that gave allowances to workers who received insufficient wages.  The Elizabethan ones, codified from 1597 to 1601, required that each parish establish overseers who would collect the parish tax and provide assistance for the aged, young, and infirm.  The New One of 1834 sought to punish the indigent and provided no relief except for work in the dreary workhouses for able-bodied paupers.  FTP, give the term for these English welfare laws.

Answer: Poor Laws

5. The protagonist of this novel turns out to be the daughter of Captain Hawdon, and marries Allan Woodcourt after being released from another engagement.  The lawyer Tulkinghorn is murdered by Mademoiselle Hortense before he can release that the narrator’s mother is Lady Dedlock, while Ada Clare’s husband, Richard Carstone, dies of frustration related to the interminable lawsuit of Jarndyce v. Jarndyce.  FTP, identify this book centering on Esther Summerson, a work of Charles Dickens.


Answer: Bleak House
6. His mother was the only surviving daughter of Niobe, while his father was a son of Poseidon and Tyro who contested with a twin brother, Pelias, for the thrown.  When his father refused to cleanse Hercules of a blood debt, this child was the only one of his family left alive.  As a youth he was an Argonaut and as an adult he would fight against Troy, though he left his son, Pisistratus, at home.  FTP, name this king of Pylos, the oldest and wisest of the Achaian warriors.


Answer: Nestor

7. He postulated that the four carbon valences of a carbon atom are directed towards the corners of a regular tetrahedron and showed that optical isomers are mirror images of the same molecule.  This man’s namesake isochore defines the connection between the equilibrium constant and temperature.  Along with Ostwald, he founded a scientific journal in 1887, three years after he consolidated his ideas in Etudes de dynamique chimique. Name this chemist who defined the concept of chemical affinity as the maximum work obtainable from a reaction, and who, FTP, received the first Nobel Prize in Chemistry in 1901.

Answer: Jacobus Henricus van’t Hoff
8. The story is set at Nebraska’s Fort Romper, and the titular establishment is owned by Pat Scully.  His son Johnnie loses a fight after cheating at cards, but the man who beats him is himself stabbed to death by a gambler at the town’s saloon.  FTP, identify this story in which the Swede is killed, first published in 1898 by Stephen Crane.


Answer: “The Blue Hotel”

9. Before 29 of them were executed, several petitions of had been delivered calling for the expulsion of these “perfidious deputies.”  Two of them, Etienne Claviere and Jean-Marie Roland, served as finance minister and interior minister respectively. They were led by the oratory of Pierre Vergniaud [ver-NYO], and were also known as Brissotins after their leader Jacques-Pierre Brissot.  Opposed to Marat and Danton, FTP, identify this faction of the National Convention that stood against the Montagnards.

Answer: Girondins or Girondists or (accept early Brissotins)

10. In front of it on the left and right are two intarsia skeletons affecting celebratory poses.  To the right and left of it, in so-called “boxes,” are various dignitaries including Federigo, the patron.  It consists of two figures, with the one on the left holding an iron tipped spear, though everything else is in white marble.  The centerpiece of the Cornaro Chapel, it draws attention from the numerous rays of sunshine streaking down to the title character, who conveys total surrender.  FTP, name this most famous sculpture of Gianlorenzo Bernini.


Answer: Vision of the Ecstasy of St. Theresa

11. The work containing this man’s most important mathematical result was discovered in 1896. One of his devices, a “magic horse,” describes an automaton simulating a horse that drinks after being decapitated. Other devices listed in his Pneumatica include a fountain, and a double forcing-pump for a fire engine. FTP, identify this 1st century AD native of Alexandria, who, in his treatise Metrica, proves a formula for finding the area of a triangle in terms of its sides.

Answer: Hero or Heron of Alexandria
12. At her death in 1979 she was still working on her autobiography, Smile Please, and her other late works include the stories collected in Sleep It Off, Lady and Tigers Are Better Looking.  She published her first book, The Left Bank and Other Stories, in Paris, and went on to write such novels as Voyage in the Dark and After Leaving Mr. Mackenzie.  FTP, identify this author, born Ella Williams, who is best remembered for feminist novels like Good Morning, Midnight and the 1966 story of Rochester’s Creole wife, Wide Sargasso Sea.


Answer: Jean Rhys
13. John Knox Laughton, the premier British authority on it, wrote that Charles Blount and Thomas Gerard were the two pivotal strategists of the plan against it.  It was created in response to the Treaty of Nonsuch and was to be bolstered by surprise reinforcements from the Duke de Parma; but conflicts at Portland Bill and Plymouth saw its decimation and the end came soon after at Gravelines.  Lord Charles Howard was the commander who cost the duke de Medonia-Sidonia almost half of its strength.  FTP, name this force organized by Philip II for a naval invasion of England in 1588.


Answer: Spanish Armada or Invincible Armada
14. It is divided into four parts, of which the third is titled “Survival of These Principles in Ancient Systems of Law and Ancient Economies.”  The second part explains the extension of the title action in terms of “Liberality, honor, and money,” while the first part concentrates on that action primarily in a Polynesian context.  Melanesian and Northwest American forms are also discussed, though the author never did any fieldwork himself.  FTP, name this work subtitled “The Form and Reason for Exchange in Archaic Societies,” the most famous work of Marcel Mauss.


Answer: The Gift or Essai sur le don
15. At the end of the play, the title character’s half-brother and his son Eurysaces assist in his burial.  Athena prevents the title character from committing murder, humiliating him in front of his wife Tecmessa, his followers from Salamis, and his adversary Odysseus, after which he kills himself.  FTP, identify this drama about the son of Telamon who went mad after failing to receive the armor of Achilles, a work by Sophocles.


Answer: Ajax
16. He negotiated the Burlingame Treaty with Anson Burlingame, ensuring most favored nation status between the U.S. and China.  By allying himself with Thurlow Weed he was able to gain the support of the newly formed Whig party and soon gained the governorship of New York from 1839 to 1843.  While recovering from a carriage accident, he was stabbed in the neck by Lewis Powell the same night his boss was killed.  FTP, identify this man, Lincoln's Secretary of State, best known for his purchase of Alaska.

Answer: William Seward
17. Unlike the more primitive turbellarians, animals in this class lack cilia, and have a thick cuticle secreted by inner cells instead of a cellular epidermis. Like the Cestodans, they have suckers by which they attach themselves to a host, and much of their body is occupied by reproductive organs. Although one order is ectoparasitic, the endoparasitic varieties involved multiple hosts in their life cycle and pose major health risks to humans in areas with contaminated water. FTP, identify this class of flatworms whose most infamous member causes schistosomiasis.

Answer: trematoda or trematodes or flukes

18. Its first movement opens with an ominous theme played by the brass.  The strings soon enter with a minor motif that shifts in a major theme before all tonality disappears.  Its second movement begins with quiet, sweet music for winds and strings and builds into an uninterrupted transition to the third and final movement, which alludes to the work’s title.  The section titles of “Luttes” and “Voluptes” were later added, FTP, to what first major orchestral composition of Alexander Scriabin, preceding both Prometheus and the Poem of Ecstasy?


Answer: Divine Poem or Scriabin’s Symphony No. 3 in C Minor
19. At one point he found himself on trial for bribing a juror in a case involving the bombing of the Los Angeles Times Building.  His professional experiences resulted in a couple of successful novels including An Eye for an Eye and Farmington.  At various times, his partners included the unusual combination of Edgar Lee Masters and John Peter Altgeld.   FTP, name this man who saved Big Bill Heywood’s skin, blistered William Jennings Bryan at the Scopes trial, and saved Leopold and Loeb from the death penalty.

Answer: Clarence Darrow

20. In 1881, this man led an expedition to Mount Whitney to examine the absorbing effects of the Earth’s atmosphere on the Sun’s radiation; a year earlier, he invented the bolometer in order to measure radiation from stars. In 1887, he became secretary of the Smithsonian, where he founded the Astrophysical Observatory, but his interest later turned to aerodynamics. In 1896, he tested the first successful pilotless aeroplane, which was launched by catapult, and flew over the Potomac River for a distance of 4,200 feet. FTP, identify this scientist whose groundbreaking flight experiments paved the way for the Wright brothers.

Answer: Samuel Pierpont Langley
21. It is filled with delicate musical touches, perhaps most evident in the section entitled “Total Satisfaction.”  In its final piece, “The Poet Speaks,” we are returned to the same key of G major that starts this work.  It begins with “From Strange Lands and People,” though the seventh piece, “Dreaming” is the most famous.  Almost all of the thirteen sections are miniature ternary, A-B-A, forms in this collection of compositions for keyboard.  FTP, name this group of works by Robert Schumann, intended to evoke memories of youth.


Answer: Scenes from Childhood or Kinderscenen
22. In South America they number about 14,000, mostly in churches in Argentina and Uruguay, while they have at least 120 organized churches and 29,000 members in Italy.  A new wave of immigration to the U.S. in the 19th-century resulted in large communities on Staten Island and Monett, Missouri, though they mostly merged with the Presbyterians in the 1970s.  Often confused with the Cathari, they were simpler, affecting a lifestyle of poverty, rejecting the veneration of saints, and the notion of purgatory.  FTP, name these “poor men of Lyon,” a Christian movement that began in the 12th-century under Peter Waldo.


Answer: Waldenses or Waldensians

23. He fell in love with Mrs. Barry after she took the lead role in his first play, Alcibiades.  After writing Friendship in Fashion, he served in the Netherlands with the Duke of Monmouth, an experience that helped him write The Soldier’s Fortune and The Atheist.  FTP, name this English dramatist, best known for two tragedies of the 1680’s, The Orphan and Venice Preserv’d.


Answer: Thomas Otway
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1. FTP each, answer these questions about a certain concept from C++.

1. This is the term for a class or function that has at least one generic, or parameterized formal argument. Similar to overloaded functions, they can be called with different data types; however, only one abstract framework definition is necessary for all types.

Answer: template
2. First developed by Hewlett-Packard and now included in ANSI C++, this is a group of templates that implements commonly reused algorithms like searching and sorting, and generic data structures called containers.

Answer: STL or Standard Template Library
3. These templates, which are like generalized pointers, provide methods to traverse through the elements in a container data structure, and to keep track of position within the containers.

Answer: iterators

2. Identify these works of Bertolt Brecht, FTP each.

1.  Azdak decides to give a disputed child to Grusche rather than the child’s natural mother in this play written at the end of World War II.


Answer: The Caucasian Chalk Circle or Der kaukasische Kreidekreis
2.  This play in 15 scenes concentrates on the title character’s encounter with the Inquisition.


Answer: The Life of Galileo or Leben des Galilei
3.  This 1929 work is set in the United States and was set to music by Kurt Weill.


Answer: Rise and Fall of the City Mahagonny or Aufstieg und Fall der Stadt Mahagonny

3. Answer these questions about 20th-century Australia FTP each.

1.  He was prime minister from 1939 to 1941, but it was Liberal-Country Party coalition that regained him the prime ministership from 1949 to 1966.


Answer: Robert Gordon Menzies
2.  The Commonwealth of Australia was created in this year.

Answer: 1901
3.  Prime Minister from 1983 to 1991, this Labor Party member convened Australia’s first national economic summit in 1983.

Answer: Bob Hawke
4. Name the composers of these geographical symphonies, FTP each

1. His Israel Symphony is for 5 voices in addition to orchestra.


Answer: Ernest Bloch
2. His Symphony No. 7 in C major is commonly referred to as “Leningrad.”


Answer: Dmitry Shostakovich
3. He claimed that his Symphony No. 3 in C or “English” was intended to be an English equivalent to Mendelssohn’s Italian and Schumann’s Rheinish.  He also happened to be a teacher of Ralph Vaughan Williams.


Answer: Sir Charles Hubert Hastings Parry
5. Answer these questions about an Italian author, FTP each.

1.  This author of The Triumph of Death and The Daughter of Jorio may be better known today for a military raid he led against a town in modern day Croatia.


Answer: Gabriele D’Annunzio
2.  This D’Annunzio play is not about a work by Leonardo, but a model who seduces the sculptor Lucio Settala.


Answer: La Gioconda
3.  The title character of this 1901 tragedy by D’Annunzio appears in the second circle of Dante’s Inferno along with her husband’s brother.


Answer: Francesca da Rimini
6. Answer these questions about the bottom of the ocean FTP each.

1. The ecosystems of the ocean are subdivided into the pelagic division, consisting of plankton and nekton, and this division, which contains organisms dwelling on the bottom of the ocean.

Answer: benthic division

2. When the ocean is divided into zones, this zone below the bathyal zone extends to about 19,000 feet down and contains about three-quarters of the deep-ocean floor. The freaky blind fish live way down there.

Answer: abyssal zone

3. Ocean trenches extend deeper than the abyssal zone into this deepest zone, which has pressures over 600 times that of atmospheric pressure.

Answer: hadal zone

7. Name these pieces of inflammatory colonial legislation FTPE.

1.  This 1764 act attempted to increase tax revenues for Britain while also cutting down on the smuggling trade in molasses.

Answer: Sugar Act

2.  This 1766 accompanied the repeal of the Stamp Act, but also said that the British Parliament’s right to tax in America was equal to its right to tax in Britain.

Answer: Declaratory Act

3.  The most heinous of the Intolerable Acts was this one that removed British officials from the jurisdiction of Massachusetts courts.

Answer: Impartial Administration of Justice Act

8. Identify these characters created by Balzac, FTP each.

1.  After this man dies of apoplexy, his daughters, Madame de Nucingen and Madame de Restaud, send their empty carriages to his funeral.


Answer: Père Goriot or Father Goriot
2.  He comes to Paris as a young law student in Pere Goriot and goes on to appear in other novels as the husband of Augusta de Nucingen, Goriot’s granddaughter.


Answer: Eugéne de Rastignac
3.  This resident of Saumur appears in an 1833 novel in which her father prevents her from marrying her cousin Charles.


Answer: Eugénie Grandet
9. Name these tools of mathematical economics, for the stated number of points.

5. For 5 points, It is the branch of economics that uses mathematical methods and models.  Tinbergen and Frisch won their Nobel for their pioneering work in it.


Answer: econometrics
10. For 10 points, It is the name of the system invented by Wassily Leontief to “describe the flow of goods between all individual sectors of a national economy over a stated period of time.”


Answer: input-output analysis

15. For 15 points, Leontief also introduced linear programming to economics, a tool that was greatly enhanced by the discovery of this algorithm by the Russian mathematician Leonid Khachian.


Answer: polynomial time algorithm

10. Identify these physical effects FTP each.

1. Named for the Welsh physicist who first predicted it, in this effect, electric currents can flow across a very thin insulating layer separating two superconductors when at low temperatures.

Answer: Josephson effect

2. When an electric current flows through a conductor whose ends are maintained at different temperatures, heat is released at a rate approximately proportional to the product of the current and the temperature gradient.


Answer: Thomson effect or Kelvin effect

3. After its discoverer showed in 1921 that the blue color of the sea is produced by the scattering of light by water molecules, he went on to discover this effect, the scattering of monochromatic light when passed through a transparent substance.

Answer: Raman effect

11. Identify these members of the Scriblerus Club, FTP each.

1.  Pope addressed a famous epistle to this physician to Queen Anne, who wrote The History of John Bull.


Answer: John Arbuthnot
2.  The author of Trivia and Rural Sports, his Polly was a sequel to his best known work.


Answer: John Gay
3.  This Irish author of the preface to Pope’s translation of the Iliad is best known for his “Night Piece on Death.”


Answer: Thomas Parnell
12. Identify these mathematical concepts relating to set theory FTP each.

1. This result states that two sets have the same cardinality if there is an injective mapping from each set to the other.

Answer: Schroeder-Bernstein or Cantor-Bernstein theorem

2. Equivalent to Zorn’s lemma or the idea of cardinal comparability, it states that if A is a set such that each member of A is a nonempty set and any two distinct members of A are disjoint, then there exists a set C containing exactly one element from each member of A.

Answer: axiom of choice
3. Consider the set S, the set of all sets that are not members of themselves. S must be and cannot be a member of itself. Identify this paradox that totally screwed up Frege’s system of logic.

Answer: Russell’s paradox

13. Answer these questions about Palestinian relations FTPE.

1.  This movement, whose name means “resurgence” or “throwing off,” emerged in 1987 to launch attacks on Israeli forces in occupied areas of Palestine.

Answer: Intifada
2.  This British field marshall’s defeat of Turkish forces at Megiddo in 1918 led to the Ottoman capitulation in Palestine.

Answer: Edmund Allenby
3.  In 1974, this organization, founded in 1964, became the first nongovernmental delegation to be admitted to a plenary session of the UN General Assembly.

Answer: Palestinian Liberation Organization

14. Name these tall mountains, for the stated number of points.

15. For 15 points, The third highest in the world, it sits on the Nepal-Sikkim border and consists of five peaks, the tallest of which is 28,209 feet.


Answer: Kanchenjunga
10. For 10 points, This peak in the Ecuadorian Andes is the point on the earth’s surface that is farthest from its center.


Answer: Chimborazo
5. For 5 points, This second highest peak is also known as Godwin-Austen, after a man who climbed it.


Answer: K-2
15. Answer these questions about an exotic religion, FTP each.

1. What religion had its basis in Yoruba culture but emerged amongst slaves sent to the New World in the 19th-century?  Its practitioners revere a series of orishas, or saints.


Answer: Santeria (prompt on “Way of the Saints”)

2. Although Santeria recognizes this figure as a supreme god, most prayer is to one’s personal orisha.


Answer: Olodumare or Olorun
3. Santeria employs elements of Roman Catholocism as evidenced by this orisha, the patron of miners and workers, who was invented to equate with St. Peter.


Answer: Oggun

16. Answer these questions about the dismemberment of Alexander’s empire FTSNOP.

5. This general became ruler of Egypt upon Alexander’s death in 323 BCE and established the empire bearing his name that ruled until 30 BCE.

Answer: Ptolemy I Soter

10. In 306 BCE, this general declared himself king, causing the official split of Alexander’s empire.  The dynasty he founded ruled Macedon until 168.

Answer: Antigonus I Monophthalmus

15. In this climatic battle of 301 BCE, the forces of Ptolemy defeated and killed Antigonus, setting the balance of power in the region for the next hundred years.

Answer: Ipsus
17. Identify these prose works by Walt Whitman, FTP each.

1.  This 1871 work began as a response to Carlyle’s attack on American society in Shooting Niagara and defends the country by appealing to the future.


Answer: Democratic Vistas
2.  This 1888 work states that Leaves of Grass was his “carte visite to the coming generations of the New World” and concludes that “the strongest and sweetest songs yet remain to be sung.”


Answer: A Backward Glance O’er Traveled Roads
3.  First published in 1882, this autobiographical work includes a section published separately as Memoranda During the War.


Answer: Specimen Days
18. Identify these ancient anatomists and physicians FTSNOP.

5. Friend and physician to Marcus Aurelius, this prolific Greek scientist developed a physiological system in which the heart, liver, and brain were central to living processes. Works attributed to him include 15 commentaries on Hippocrates.

Answer: Galen or Claudius Galenus

10. A Roman writer and physician during the 1st century AD, his De Medicina was rediscovered by Pope Nicholas V. A 16th century Swiss physician and alchemist based his adopted name on this man.

Answer: Aulus Cornelius Celsus
15. Born in the 3rd century BC on the island of Chios, this man moved to Alexandria and founded a school of anatomy. His belief that arteries carry air was disproved by Galen, through whom most of his theories are known today.

Answer: Erasistratus of Chios or Erasistratus of Julis
19. Name these early Mannerists, FTP each

1. Among his works is Joseph in Egypt and Holy Family with Saints, but the ugliest by far has to be his Deposition, with its discordant light blues and pinks.


Answer: Pontormo or Jacopo da Carucci
2. One of the few Mannerists with talent, you know him for his Madonna with the Long Neck.


Answer: Parmigianino or Parmigiano or Girolamo Mazzola
3. This pupil of Raphael completed Raphael’s Transfiguration, but he became Mannerist in his frescoes for the Te Palace in Gonzaga, particularly Fall of the Titans and Sala dei Giganti, or “The Giants’ Hall.”


Answer: Giulio Romano

20. Anarchists!  Everyone loves anarchists!  Answer these questions about anarchism FTPE.

1.  This French philosopher declared, “Property is theft!” in his work “What is Property?” and was the first thinker to deem the term anarchism a positive one.

Answer: Pierre-Joseph Proudhon
2.  This Russian thinker, a disciple of Proudhon, advocated violence and had a following-out with Marx in the First International due to his rejection of Marx’s authoritarianism.

Answer: Mikhail Bakunin
3.  This form of anarchism developed in the 1880s and emphasized the role of labor unions, which would lead workers to a general strike that would paralyze the state.

Answer: anarcho-syndicalism
