MELD 2010: Not Waving but Drowning
Packet 4, by Will Nediger

1. One character in this novel is deaf because his eardrums were destroyed in the war and spent time in Buchenwald after escaping the Germans three times. Other characters include a Latvian bricklayer and a pair of Estonians. Another character is a former captain who discusses cinema with Caesar, who is envied by the other characters because he receives food parcels. Along with the aforementioned characters, the protagonist, whose surname is Shukhov, belongs to the 104th along with a Baptist named Alyosha and the foreman Tyurin, who directs the other prisoners. For 10 points, name this novel about the title character’s imprisonment in a gulag camp by Alexander Solzhenitsyn.

ANSWER: One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich [or Odin den’ Ivana Denisovicha]
2. In one poem, this poet threatens to send the addressee three hundred more poems if he doesn’t return a napkin he stole. A line from this poet is the source of the title of a short story collection edited by Jeffrey Eugenides. He wrote an elegiac couplet whose speaker states “I hate and I love.” One of his poems begins, “Wandering through many countries and over many seas, I come, my brother, to these sorrowful obsequies.” That poem, which ends with the words “ave atque vale,” is addressed to the “silent ashes” of his brother. Many of his poems are thought to be addressed to Clodia Metelli. For 10 points, name this Roman poet many of whose poems are about his mistress Lesbia. 

ANSWER: Catullus
3. This author wrote a poem on his own death which begins by discussing Rochefoucauld’s maxim that “in the hard times of our best friends we find something that doesn’t displease us.” In another poem by this man, Strephon is dismayed to discover that “Celia, Celia, Celia shits!” In addition to “The Lady’s Dressing Room,” he wrote a satirical essay which cites “the famous Psalmanazar, a native of the island of Formosa.” He warned that the titular action would cause a stock market crash in “An Argument Against Abolishing Christianity,” and wrote a series of pamphlets against William Wood’s monopoly on copper coinage. For 10 points, name this satirist who wrote Drapier’s Letters and suggested that the Irish should engage in cannibalism in “A Modest Proposal.”
ANSWER: Jonathan Swift
4. The protagonist of this work has a tortoise gilded and encrusted with jewels and plants a garden of poisonous flowers. Minor characters in this novel include Auguste Langlois, whom the protagonist takes to brothel in order to make a murderer out of him, and a circus acrobat named Miss Urania. This novel’s protagonist enjoys the writings of Baudelaire, Poe, and Petronius, and furnishes his house with the paintings of Gustave Moreau, but falls ill and must return to Paris, leaving behind his purely aesthetic existence. For 10 points, name this Decadent novel about the Duc des Esseintes by Joris-Karl Huysmans.

ANSWER: Against the Grain [or Against Nature; or À Rebours]

5. One poem by this poet begins, “The swung torch scatters seeds in the umbelliferous dark.” This poet wrote that “there is a moment when the pelvis explodes like a grenade” in a poem whose title is taken from François Villon, “Petit Testament.” The speaker concludes “I am still the black swan of trespass on alien waters” in his poem “Dürer: Innsbruck, 1495.” In 1944, his poem cycle “The Darkening Ecliptic” was published in Max Harris’s magazine of modernist poetry, Angry Penguins, despite its utter lack of literary merit. For 10 points, name this fictitious Australian poet who was invented as a hoax by James McAuley and Harold Stewart.

ANSWER: Ernest “Ern” Malley
6. Virginia Hlavsa connected this novel’s twenty-one chapters with the twenty-chapters in the Gospel of St. John. As a child, the protagonist makes himself sick by eating toothpaste after discovering the dietitian Miss Atkins having a tryst with an intern. One subplot in this novel concerns a reverend who is obsessed with his Confederate grandfather’s exploits, Gail Hightower. Another subplot follows a woman who walks to Jefferson to search for Lucas Burch, the father of her unborn child. The protagonist of this novel is shot and castrated by Percy Grimm after cutting the throat of his lover, Joanna Burden. For 10 points, name this William Faulkner novel about Joe Christmas.

ANSWER: Light in August
7. A station worker in this novel mistakes the protagonist for a mountain climber with a painting set. This work ends with a police report declaring the protagonist missing, signed by his mother Shino. The protagonist creates a device to collect water after a failed attempt to catch a crow, and he also tries to escape by having sex in public with the title character, who responds by punching him in the stomach. The plot of this work is set into motion when the protagonist misses a bus back to his hometown while on an insect-collecting expedition. For 10 points, name this novel in which Niki Junpei is trapped in a sand pit by the titular widow, a work by Kobo Abe.

ANSWER: The Woman in the Dunes [or Suna no Onna]

8. The central character of the second novel in this trilogy travels to Zurich to meet with the Jungian analyst Johanna von Haller. One character in this trilogy acts as an understudy for Sir John Tresize under the name Mungo Fetch and becomes a magician after being abducted by Willard, performing under the name Magnus Eisengrim. At the end of the first book in this trilogy, the Brazen Head answers “He was killed by the usual cabal” when asked “Who killed Boy Staunton?” A character who is hit by a snowball at the beginning of this work, Mary Dempster, is seen as a saint by Dunstan Ramsay. For 10 points, name this trilogy consisting of Fifth Business, The Manticore, and World of Wonders, a work of Robertson Davies.
ANSWER: The Deptford Trilogy

9. One chapter in this novel sees one character drop his nine-dragon pendant and another character compose the Lament of the Five Beauties. In David Hawkes’ translation of this novel, one character is named Adamantina. Another character orchestrates the suicide of her husband’s concubine. Those characters, Miaoyu and Sister Feng, are two of this novel’s “Twelve Beauties of Jinling.” The protagonist of this novel falls in love with the reincarnation of the Crimson Pearl Flower, and is born with a piece of jade in his mouth. That protagonist is Baoyu, a member of the Jia family. For 10 points, name this classic Chinese novel written by Cao Xueqin.

ANSWER: The Story of the Stone [or The Dream of the Red Chamber; or Hónglóu Mèng; or Shítóu Jì]

10. Mark Underwood is among the title characters who frequent the Palladium in his first novel, The Picturegoers. Tubby becomes obsessed with Kierkegaard in his novel Therapy. One of his characters is working on a thesis entitled “The Structure of Long Sentences in Three Modern English Novels”; that character is the protagonist of The British Museum Is Falling Down. He wrote about an exchange between the universities of Plotinus and Rummidge in Changing Places, and the University of Rummidge also features in two other novels by this man. For 10 points, name this author of Small World and Nice Work, whose novels often satirize academia.
ANSWER: David Lodge
11. The speaker of this poem notes that “it is truly strange to no longer inhabit the earth” and implores the reader to “throw the emptiness out of your arms to add to the spaces we breathe.” The speaker recalls how, “in the grieving for Linos, first music ventured to penetrate arid rigidity” and makes reference to a tablet in the Venetian church of Santa Maria Formosa, which this poem’s author visited. The speaker asks “Have you remembered Gaspara Stampa sufficiently yet?” and upholds her as an “intenser example of love.” This poem begins by asking “Who, if I cried out, would hear me among the Angelic Orders?” For 10 points, name this poem which begins a set of ten poems written by Rainer Maria Rilke and inspired by his visit to a castle in Trieste.

ANSWER: first Duino Elegy [or erste Duineser Elegie; accept equivalents; prompt on Duino Elegies or Duineser Elegien, just to be nice]
12. One author with this surname was a Harlem Renaissance poet who wrote collections such as Bronze and An Autumn Love Cycle. Another author of this surname wrote a short story collection narrated by a recovering heroin addict, Jesus’ Son, as well as the novels Fiskadoro and Tree of Smoke. This surname is also shared by the author of a novel about a ragtime musician who passes as a white man, The Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man. The most famous author with this surname wrote an imitation of Juvenal’s tenth satire, “The Vanity of Human Wishes,” as well as a single novel about the titular prince of Abyssinia, Rasselas. For 10 points, name this surname possessed by the author of an early dictionary of the English language, who was famously the subject of a biography by James Boswell.
ANSWER: Johnson
13. An institution in this novel bans Sherlock Holmes stories from its library because the main characters smoke too much. Miss Lucy is one of the teachers at that institution, though she later leaves under mysterious circumstances. The protagonist of this novel enjoys looking at pornographic magazines in order to find her “possible.” A character named Madame sees the protagonist crying while listening to a cassette tape of Songs After Dark by Judy Bridgewater, one of whose songs lends this novel its name. Ruth and Tommy are among the students at Hailsham in, for 10 points, what Kazuo Ishiguro novel about Kathy H., a clone who is destined to become an organ donor?

ANSWER: Never Let Me Go
14. One of this author’s title characters travels to Romania with his wife Minna. The title character of his final novel asks the narrator to write a memoir about him, since he is dying of AIDS. Another of his title characters has been divorced by both Daisy and Madeleine, and spends much of his time composing letters that he never actually sends. Another is a writer who mentors Charlie Citrine named Von Humboldt Fleisher. Yet another of his title characters begins the novel which he narrates by stating, “I am an American, Chicago born.” For 10 points, name this author of Herzog and The Adventures of Augie March.
ANSWER: Saul Bellow
15. One poem in this collection ends with “the beating of a bloody fist upon a splintered table” and is entitled “The Ninth Symphony of Beethoven Understood at Last as a Sexual Message.” Its first poem, “Trying to Talk with a Man,” begins, “Out in this desert we are testing bombs, that’s why we came here.” This collection also includes a poem describing the effect of strip mining on the “lovely landscape of southern Ohio,” “When We Dead Awaken.” The speaker of the title poem loads the camera and reads the book of myths before putting on “the body-armor of black rubber” to enter the title location, “not like Cousteau with his assiduous team … but here alone.” For 10 points, name this 1973 poetry collection by Adrienne Rich.

ANSWER: Diving into the Wreck
16. The protagonist of this novel becomes distressed when he drops a sugar cube under a table in a restaurant, and he later attends a performance of the Délibes-Saint-Saëns Synthesis by the composer Berthe Trépat. Many of its chapters consist of excerpts from the writings of an author named Morelli, and other characters include Pola and Rocamadour, the latter of whom is the son of Lucía, who is nicknamed La Maga. Wong and Ossip Gregorovius are members of the Serpent Club along with this novel’s protagonist, Horacio Oliveira. For 10 points, name this novel with ninety-nine expendable chapters which can be read sequentially or by jumping between chapters, a work by Julio Cortázar.

ANSWER: Hopscotch [or Rayuela]

17. One character in this novel is upset by the discovery of a birdcage with the body of a goldfinch in it. The title character leaves a will insisting that he not be buried in consecrated ground and that nobody should mourn him. The former relationship between two characters is revealed when Jopp reads some love letters aloud in an inn, leading to a skimmington ride which causes Lucetta Templeton’s death. Richard Newson returns at the end of the novel, twenty-one years after buying Susan for five guineas when the title character drunkenly decides to auction her off. For 10 points, name this Thomas Hardy novel in which Donald Farfrae and Michael Henchard both hold the titular office.

ANSWER: The Mayor of Casterbridge
18. The narrator of this story considers beginning it with the protagonist shouting “Go to the devil!” in a passage which compares the task of a narrator with that of a painter. The fact that one character sneezes more often than she yawns arouses the suspicion of a habitué of tea parties. Siegmund is unable to understand the protagonist’s obsession with that character, who is the supposed daughter of the physics professor Spalanzani. The protagonist associates the titular figure with the man who may have caused his father’s death, Coppelius. Famously interpreted by Freud in his essay “The Uncanny,” for 10 points, name this short story about Nathanael’s obsession with an automaton named Olimpia, written by E.T.A. Hoffmann.

ANSWER: “The Sandman” [or “Der Sandmann”]

19. This author wrote about Mary Cochran, whose father dies of a heart attack before he can tell her he loves her, in the short story “Unlighted Lamps.” He also wrote a short story in which the narrator’s father claims that, unlike Christopher Columbus, he can stand an egg on its end without cheating. In addition to “The Triumph of the Egg,” he wrote a short story in which George has sex with Louise Trunnion in a berry field. That story, “Nobody Knows,” appears in the same volume as a story about Adolph Myers, who changes his name to Wing Biddlebaum after being accused of molesting his students. That volume, his most famous work, is a short story cycle centered on George Willard. For 10 points, name this author of Winesburg, Ohio.
ANSWER: Sherwood Anderson
20. Several of this author’s discourses were translated into English by Wheeler Thackston under the title Sign of the Unseen. He wrote that “for he who is living in the Light of God, the death of the carnal soul is a blessing” in the poem “Our Death is Our Wedding.” A poem called “The Song of the Reed Flute” serves as the preface to his most famous collection, which consists of 424 stories in six books. This author of the Divan of the Shams of Tabriz popularized the ghazal form, and his followers founded the Whirling Dervishes. For 10 points, name this Sufi poet who wrote the Spiritual Couplets.
ANSWER: Rumi
TB. In this poem’s thirty-sixth and thirty-seventh stanzas, the speaker describes a critic as a “nameless worm” and a “noteless blot.” Its fiftieth stanza describes Caius Cestus’ tomb as “one keen pyramid with wedge sublime.” The final stanza notes that the soul of the title character “burn[s] through the inmost veil of Heaven” and “beacons from the abode where the Eternal are.” The speaker later assures the reader that the title character “is not dead” and “doth not sleep,” and that “’tis Death is dead, not he,” even though he asks Urania to “lament anew” for the title character, and the reader to “weep for” him. For 10 points, name this elegy on the death of John Keats by Percy Bysshe Shelley.

ANSWER: “Adonaïs: An Elegy on the Death of John Keats”

