MELD 2010: Not Waving but Drowning
Packet 3, by Will Nediger

1. This poet wrote a satirical epitaph for the womanizing James Smith, which concludes “Perhaps he was your father!” One poem by this author contains a brief paean to whiskey and other spirits, saying “Inspiring bold John Barleycorn, what dangers thou canst make us scorn!” The title character of that poem gets drunk and sees a vision of “warlocks and witches in a dance” in Alloway Kirk, calling one of the witches Cutty-sark. This author of “Tam O’Shanter” also wrote a poem dedicated to a “timorous beastie” and one comparing the speaker’s love to a “red, red rose.” For 10 points, name this poet of “To a Mouse” and “Auld Lang Syne.”

ANSWER: Robert Burns
2. This author wrote about a man who is sacrificed by being plastered into the title structure in The Three-Arched Bridge. A nameless Italian general searches for the bodies of his countrymen killed in World War II in his first novel, The General of the Dead Army. Two Homeric scholars from Ireland travel to Albania to study the region’s epic poetry in his novel The File on H. He also wrote a novel in which Gjorg Berisha kills his brother’s murderer under the Code of Lekë Dukagjini. For 10 points, name this Albanian novelist of Broken April.
ANSWER: Ismail Kadare
3. The second section of this novel opens with a recipe for marinated crab filled with digressions about how one character’s kisses are like fire due to his habit of eating raw onions. One of the title characters of this novel makes love to his wife on Wednesdays and Saturdays and plays a lullaby written for his wife on the bassoon. Another of the title characters is a gambler who has a love for the number seventeen and tries to seduce the protagonist after coming back from the grave. The protagonist marries Dr. Teodoro after her first husband, Vadinho, dies while dancing the samba. For 10 points, name this novel by the author of Gabriela, Clove and Cinnamon, Jorge Amado.
ANSWER: Dona Flor and Her Two Husbands [or Dona Flor e Seus Dois Maridos]

4. At one point, a railroad engineer speaks this sentence in response to a character who asks him how long he intends to wait for a red light to change. This sentence is also the first sentence of the novel from which it originated, spoken by a bum to Eddie Willers. It is often used sarcastically as a response to an unanswerable question, and although it is thought by some to refer to the discoverer of the lost island of Atlantis, it actually refers to the inventor of a motor which runs on atmospheric static electricity. For 10 points, name this question which asks for the identity of a man who leads a strike of the productive members of society in Ayn Rand’s Atlas Shrugged.
ANSWER: “Who is John Galt?” [accept “Who is John Yang?”]

5. One work by this poet reads, in its entirely, “Suddently discovering in the eyes of the very beautiful Normande cocotte the eyes of the very learned British museum assistant.” Another work by this poet notes that “with usura hath no man a house of good stone,” blaming usury for the failure of the Medici bank. It is said of the title character of another of his works that “his true Penelope was Flaubert” and that “for three years … he strove to resuscitate the dead art of poetry.” He translated the first ninety-nine lines of the Old English poem “The Seafarer” into English, and his other translations include “The River Song” and “Taking Leave of a Friend,” both translated from the Chinese of Li Po. For 10 points, name this American Imagist poet who wrote “Hugh Selwyn Mauberley” and The Cantos.
ANSWER: Ezra Pound
6. One character in this play is known as Vincent Cradeau in the American adaptation, and is laughed at for asking for a toothbrush. While watching a funeral, another character complains that Gabrielle doesn’t want to cry because it would make her mascara run, and she had earlier caused her lover to commit suicide by murdering her illegitimate child. That character, Estelle, tries to stab Inès with a paper knife, but it has no effect, since all three main characters are already dead. For 10 points, name this play in which Garcin states that “Hell is other people,” a work by Jean-Paul Sartre.

ANSWER: No Exit [or Huis Clos]

7. This poet described a woman with “her jade arms cold in the clear moonlight” in the poem “Moonlit Night.” He noted that “always it’s the greatest timber that’s hardest to put to use” in his “Ballad of the Ancient Cypress.” The first section of Kenneth Rexroth’s One Hundred Poems from the Chinese consists of translations of this poet’s works. The “rumble rumble” of the title objects opens his poem about the hardships of conscripted soldiers, “The Song of the Wagons.” He wrote that “the low moon’s glimmer on a rafter seemed to be your face” in a poem about seeing Li Po in a dream. For 10 points, name this Tang Dynasty poet.
ANSWER: Du Fu [or Tu Fu]

8. The narrator of this work uses the example of a needle on a table to explain why women are required to utter a “peace-cry” whenever walking in public. In one chapter, Pantocyclus quashes the “chromatic sedition” led by Chromatistes with an impassioned speech. At one point, the narrator explains to his grandson that three cubed has no geometric analogue, unlike three squared. The narrator dreams about a land inhabited by points, whose king is unable to comprehend the title location, before being visited by a sphere, who refuses to believe in the possibility of a fourth dimension. For 10 points, name this novel narrated by A. Square, a “romance of many dimensions” by Edwin Abbott Abbott.

ANSWER: Flatland: A Romance of Many Dimensions
9. In the preface to this novel, the author writes that children being educated should be told that they are in the process of being indoctrinated. The attempted suicide of the blind Tommy, who is the son of the protagonist’s friend Molly, is among the events discussed in the protagonist’s unfinished novel The Shadow of the Third. The protagonist also wrote a best-selling novel about her experiences in Africa, Frontiers of War. Consisting of a five-part conventional novel entitled Free Women interweaved with excerpts from the Black, Red, Yellow and Blue notebooks, this novel centers on Anna Wulf. For 10 points, name this 1962 novel by Doris Lessing.
ANSWER: The Golden Notebook
10. The narrator of the book in which this character appears describes him as “not a fanatic,” but “simply an early lover of humanity.” At one point, this character comes to the aid of a boy whose friends are throwing rocks at him, but the boy responds by biting his finger. He also becomes friends with Kolya, and convinces him to reconsider his nihilistic beliefs. His mentor is a monk who once challenged an officer to a duel when he was in the army, but later reconsidered and allowed the officer to take the first shot. This character embraces the earth after the death of that mentor, Father Zosima. He also listens to one of his brothers recount a poem about Jesus’ encounter with the Grand Inquisitor. For 10 points, name this brother of Dmitri and Ivan in a novel by Fyodor Dostoevsky.

ANSWER: Alexei Fyodorovitch Karamazov [or Alyosha; or Alexei]

11. This play opens with a prologue spoken by a household deity which reveals that the main character is much like his father and grandfather. Strobilus tells a cook named Anthrax that the main character sleeps with a balloon tied to his mouth shortly before the main character accuses another cook, Congrio, of threatening him with a knife. Megadorus plans to marry one character in this play, but that character ends up marrying Megadorus’s cousin, Lyconides. Although the end of this play is now lost, we know that the main character eventually gives the titular object to Lyconides and his own daughter, Phaedria. For 10 points, name this play about the miserly Euclio, a work by Plautus.

ANSWER: The Pot of Gold [or Aulularia]

12. A minor character in this novel comments that he has read more deeply into Henrik Pontoppidan than most people while on a cruise on the Gunnar Myrdal. Caroline constantly accuses her husband Gary of being depressed in this novel. One character in this novel is fired from the Generator for sleeping with her boss’s wife, and a brother of that character writes the screenplay “The Academy Purple” before losing his job as a professor and working for a Lithuanian criminal warlord. The Axon Corporation develops a mind-altering treatment called Corecktall using a patent of Alfred, the Parkinson’s-afflicted patriarch of this novel’s central family. Enid Lambert tries to gather her family for one last Christmas in, for 10 points, what novel by Jonathan Franzen?

ANSWER: The Corrections
13. A poem by Mahmoud Darwish named for this city ends with the line, “You killed me … and I forgot, like you, to die.” Selma Lagerlöf wrote a novel about Ingmar Ingmarsson’s journey to this city. In one poem named after this city, Tancred unwittingly kills his lover Clorinda. That poem also features the sorceress Armida, who bewitches the Crusader Rinaldo. Another poem sometimes named for this city was written as a preface to an epic poem about John Milton and begins, “And did those feet in ancient time.” For 10 points, name this city which is “delivered” in an epic poem by Torquato Tasso.

ANSWER: Jerusalem
14. One character in this novel sees blood on his penis and thinks it is from a pig he had killed before realizing it is his wife’s blood. That character’s wife has her picture taken with her friend Lydia, and that picture ends up in a coffee-table book published by Life. The title character of this novel abandons his lover Ellen and takes control of a bakkie owned by his employer. This novel ends with Maureen chasing after a helicopter to escape the village to which she had initially fled with her husband, Bamford, to escape a rebellion in Johannesburg. For 10 points, name this Nadine Gordimer novel named for the servant of the Smales family.

ANSWER: July’s People
15. A character in this work known as “Friar Flatterer” is the basis for the “flattering friar” in the satire Jack Upland. Robert Crowley added a line referring to the intercession of Mary to one edition of this poem. Charlotte Brewer posited the existence of a so-called “Z version” of this work, while W.W. Skeat considered only the A, B, and C texts to be definitive. Narrated by a man named Will who has a vision while asleep in the Malvern Hills, it features the characters Do-Well, Do-Better, and Do-Best. For 10 points, name this Middle English allegorical poem by William Langland.

ANSWER: The Vision of William, Concerning Piers the Plowman [or Visio Willelmi de Petro Ploughman]

16. In the second play in which this character appears, he attempts to take over the Bar Beach Show, where public executions take place. In that play, he names himself General of the newly created Church of the Apostolic Salvation Army of the Lord. In the first play in which he appears, he calls himself “velvet-hearted” and the “articulate hero of Christ’s crusade.” He also refers to women as “daughters of discord” before commanding Chume to beat his wife Amope in that play. For 10 points, name this character who convinces the gullible citizens of Lagos that he is a prophet, whose “trials” and “metamorphosis” are described in two plays by Wole Soyinka.

ANSWER: Brother Jeroboam

17. Jacques Lacan divided this story into two scenes, calling the first one the “primal scene” and saying that the second “may be considered its repetition.” One character in this story remarks that it is an error to consider mathematical truths to be abstract or general. At one point, the main character describes an eight-year-old boy who outwitted his friends at the game of “even and odd.” The protagonist leaves a note with a quotation from Crebillon’s Atrée for a character whose house had earlier been searched by the Prefect of the Police, although the search proved fruitless. That character had stolen the title object from the boudoir of a prominent personage, and hidden it in plain sight. For 10 points, name this short story, the third to feature the detective Auguste Dupin, by Edgar Allan Poe.
ANSWER: “The Purloined Letter”

18. The narrator of this novel is hospitalized after a boiler explodes during a fight in a paint factory. The narrator is expelled by Dr. Bledsoe after introducing Mr. Norton to Jim Trueblood. In the first chapter, the narrator is forced to fight a battle royal while blindfolded. The narrator delivers a eulogy for a character who is killed selling dolls on the street, stating, “His name was Tod Clifton, and they shot him down.” This novel culminates in a race riot sparked by the enmity between the Brotherhood and the followers of Ras the Exhorter, who tries to kill the narrator with a spear. For 10 points, name this novel by Ralph Ellison.

ANSWER: Invisible Man
19. The speaker of this poem describes “lovers who … would sigh and quote with learned looks precedents out of beautiful old books,” in response to another character who says that “to be born woman is to know … that we must labour to be beautiful.” The speaker bemoans having “grown as weary-hearted as that hollow moon” and notes that “there is no fine thing since [the title character’s] fall but needs much labouring.” For 10 points, name this poem which likely deals with a meeting with Maud Gonne and her sister, a work by William Butler Yeats with a Biblical title.

ANSWER “Adam’s Curse”

20. This author’s son Klaus wrote a Faustian novel about the actor Hendrink Höfgren’s collaboration with a Luftwaffe general, entitled Mephisto. In one work by this author, Detlev Spinell writes Herr Kloterjahn a letter accusing him of not being worthy of his wife. Aside from the novella Tristan, he wrote an unfinished work in which the title character travels around the world impersonating the Marquis de Venosta, and a novella which sees the title character discover Hans Hansen and Ingeborg Holm at a Danish resort. Another of this author’s title characters shoots the hypnotist Cipolla. For 10 points, name this author who created such characters as Felix Krull, Tonio Kröger and wrote “Mario and the Magician” as well as Buddenbrooks and Death in Venice.
ANSWER: Thomas Mann
TB. In one work by this author, a woman detaches her right arm and gives it to the narrator to keep for a night. In one of his novels, the patriarch of the Ogata family reconsiders his relationship with his philandering son Shuichi. In another, Kikuji has an affair with Mrs. Ota, a former mistress of his dead father. He also wrote a novel which centers on a match between Otake and Shusai, and one in which Shimamura has an affair with the geisha Komako while visiting the titular region of Japan. For 10 points, name this first Japanese winner of the Nobel Prize in Literature, who wrote The Sound of the Mountain, Thousand Cranes, The Master of Go, and Snow Country.
ANSWER: Yasunari Kawabata
