MELD 2010: Not Waving but Drowning
Packet 9, by Will Nediger

1. This woman’s kiss is the subject of the poem “Love Palpable.” One poem about this woman is a couplet which runs, “White as Zenobia’s teeth, the which the girls / of Rome did wear for their most precious pearls.” Another poem compares her nipples to “the pretty beam a strawberry shows half-drown’d in cream.” The speaker of one poem claims that the origin of “camphor, storax, spikenard, [and] galbanum” is this woman unlacing herself. The speaker notes “how sweetly flows the liquefaction of” the title garments in the poem “Upon [this woman’s] Clothes.” For 10 points, name this woman who is the addressee of a whole lot of poems by Robert Herrick.

ANSWER: Julia
2. Radcliffe Squires described this poem’s climactic event as “an inevitability, predetermined by the subjugation of selfhood.” The final stanza of this poem begins, “So on we worked, and waited for the light, and went without the meat, and cursed the bread.” Its title character “was always quietly arrayed” and “always human when he talked,” even though he “glittered when he walked.” That character is also described as being “richer than a king” by the townsfolk, who “wish[ed] that [they] were in his place.” For 10 points, name this Edward Arlington Robinson poem which was adapted into a Simon & Garfunkel song in which the title character “put a bullet through his head.”

ANSWER: “Richard Cory”

3. At the beginning of this work, the author describes being told by Francis Adirubasamy that he has a story that will make him believe in God. Characters in this novel include Father Martin and Mr. Kumar, who teach the protagonist Christianity and Islam, respectively. Mr. Okamoto and Mr. Chiba refuse to believe the protagonist’s story because they don’t believe that bananas float. At one point, the protagonist comes upon a carnivorous island made of algae. For much of the story, the protagonist’s only companion is Richard Parker, a 450-pound Bengal tiger. For 10 points, name this novel about a boy who drifts on the Pacific Ocean for 277 days after being shipwrecked, a work by Yann Martel.

ANSWER: Life of Pi
4. This character’s sister, whose agent is nicknamed Uncle Puffs, is a singer who is nicknamed The Brass Monkey. This character’s biological parents are William Methwold and Vanita, Wee Willie Winkie’s wife, although he is switched with another infant at birth by the midwife Mary Pereira. He organizes a conference including such characters as his nemesis Shiva and Parvati-the-Witch, although he later loses his telepathic powers due to an operation on his enormous nose. Along with one thousand other children, he was born on August 15, 1947, in the first hour of India’s independence. For 10 points, name this protagonist of Salman Rushdie’s Midnight’s Children.
ANSWER: Saleem Sinai [prompt on Sinai]

5. At one point, this character recites a parodic poem called “The Ballad of Joking Jesus.” During a discussion of Shakespeare at the National Library, he comes up with the playbill for a play subtitled “a national immorality in three orgasms,” Everyman His Own Wife. Another character holds a grudge against this character for referring to his mother as “beastly dead,” and he often refers to that character as “Kinch.” He brings the Englishman Haines from Oxford to stay with him at the Martello Tower in an episode based on the story of Telemachus. Described in the first sentence of Ulysses as “stately” and “plump,” for 10 points, who is this roommate of Stephen Dedalus?
ANSWER: Malachi “Buck” Mulligan [accept any]

6. This author wrote about a barber shaving a man who once tortured him in the short story “Razor.” He criticized Walter Arndt’s translation of Eugene Onegin, producing his own copiously notated translation including an appendix which was later published as Notes on Prosody. His last novel published in his lifetime, a fictional autobiography of V. V., is entitled Look at the Harlequins!. A biography of Nikolai Chernyshevsky makes up the fourth chapter of his novel The Gift. His other novels include one which takes place on a world where electricity is banned, Antiterra, and one including a poem whose second canto deals with the suicide of Hazel Shade. For 10 points, name this author of Ada and Pale Fire, who also created Humbert Humbert and Lolita.
ANSWER: Vladimir Nabokov
7. This author wrote a short story whose title character kills himself after stealing $3,000 from Denny & Carson’s to take a trip to New York. She also wrote a novel in which the memory of Tom Outland fascinates the titular academic, Godfrey St. Peter. Aside from writing “Paul’s Case” and The Professor’s House, she wrote a novel in which Joseph Vaillant and the title character, Jean Latour, try to establish a diocese in New Mexico, and one in which Jim Burden narrates the tale of titular Bohemian woman. For 10 points, name this author of Death Comes for the Archbishop and My Ántonia.
ANSWER: Willa Cather
8. One character in this play remarks that Tokays, much like photographs, require sunlight. Another character says that ideals and lies are related like typhus and typhoid fever. A theology student who believes he is possessed by demons reads to a character whose eyesight is failing. That character’s real father is Haakon Werle, who impregnated Gina and married her off to another character, whose father is a former huntsman who teaches his granddaughter how to use a pistol. Molvik says “The child is not dead, but sleepeth” during this play’s climax, referring to the daughter of Hjalmar Ekdal. For 10 points, name this Henrik Ibsen play in which Hedvig shoots herself rather than the titular creature.
ANSWER: The Wild Duck [or Vildanden]

9. The speaker of one poem written in this language says, “I dance between the knives standing in the ring, tips pointing up.” That poem is “The Circus Lady” by Celia Dropkin. One short story in this language is about a meek man who goes to Heaven and is offered anything he wants, but chooses to live in poverty as he had on Earth. Aside from I.L. Peretz’s “Bontshe the Silent,” works written in this language include a short story about a breadmaker named Gimpel and the novel The Magician of Lublin, both of which are by Isaac Bashevis Singer. Another author who wrote in this language was Sholom Aleichem, whose stories about Tevye the Dairyman were the inspiration for Fiddler on the Roof. For 10 points, name this language spoken by most Hasidic Jews.
ANSWER: Yiddish
10. In one play by this author, Hillcrist blackmails Hornblower into selling him a piece of land called The Sentry. In addition to The Skin Game, he wrote a play in which Jones steals the title object from John Barthwick, The Silver Box. He is better known for a series featuring the troubled marriage of Winifred and Montague and Fleur’s marriage to Michael Mont. That series is about a man whose wife is more interested in Young Jolyon and Philip Bosinney than in him, and includes the novels To Let and In Chancery. For 10 points, name this author of A Man of Property and the rest of the Forsyte saga.
ANSWER: John Galsworthy
11. One character in this novel knocks Frederick Lawrence off of his horse with a whip out of jealousy. Other characters in this novel include the adulterous Lady Lowborough and Milicent Hargrave’s brother Walter. The title character flees Grassdale to protect her son Arthur from his father, who is also named Arthur Huntingdon. Eliza Millward spreads rumours about the title character of this novel after being rejected by Gilbert Markham. The title character of this novel is a supposed widow named Helen Graham who moves into the titular mansion. For 10 points, name this novel by Anne Brontë.

ANSWER: The Tenant of Wildfell Hall
12. In one poem in this collection, the speaker forgives the addressee’s “sensual fault,” noting that “roses have thorns, and silver fountains mud.” Another poem in this collection boasts that “not marble, nor the gilded monuments of princes, shall outlive this powerful rhyme.” The speaker of one poem in this collection says, “In faith, I do not love thee with mine eyes, for they in thee a thousand errors note.” The last twenty-six poems in this collection are addressed to a woman known as the Dark Lady, but the majority are addressed to a figure known as the Fair Youth. Including a poem beginning “My mistress’ eyes are nothing like the sun” and one beginning “Shall I compare thee to a summer’s day?”, this is, for 10 points, what set of 154 poems by William Shakespeare?

ANSWER: The Sonnets of Shakespeare

13. One poem in this book describes a field rat being killed by a mower being driven through the weeds. It also contains a poem which begins “I am a reaper whose muscles set at sundown,” entitled “Harvest Song.” One section of this work sees Tom Burwell kill Bob Stone because of his love for Louisa. Aside from “Blood-Burning Moon,” it contains a section about the beauty of Karintha and one about a teacher who is afraid of being lynched after moving to rural Georgia, “Kabnis.” For 10 points, name this collection of poems and short stories about the black experience, a classic work of the Harlem Renaissance by Jean Toomer.

ANSWER: Cane
14. This poet wrote “I think with my eyes and my ears and my hands and feet and nostrils and mouth” in the poem “The Herdsman.” He wrote about “the impossibility of producing superior art” in a work published under the name of the Baron of Teive, The Education of the Stoic. This poet imagined a Fifth Empire led by “the hidden one” in the third cycle of his collection Mensagem. He wrote under names such as Alvaro de Campos and Alberto Caeiro, and José Saramago wrote about another of his heteronyms in The Year of the Death of Ricardo Reis. For 10 points, name this Portuguese poet of The Book of Disquiet.
ANSWER: Fernando Pessoa [accept Alberto Caeiro before “Baron of Teive,” because that’s what Pessoa would have wanted]

15. The title character of this novel has a landlord who continually offers to make him “a nice cup of tea,” and is teased mercilessly after ordering fried prawns at a restaurant. One character in this novel makes a pun on Maxim Gorki’s name while on a fishing expedition. The only character whom the protagonist has any affection for is his family’s maid, Kiyo. Other characters include one nicknamed the Porcupine and one nicknamed Redshirt, both of whom are colleagues of the protagonist, who works under a headmaster nicknamed the Badger. For 10 points, name this novel about a middle school mathematics teacher by Natsume Soseki.

ANSWER: Botchan
16. This author wrote a “novel in dramatic form” in which Black saves White by jumping in front of the titular train, The Sunset Limited. He wrote a novel which sees Culla abandons his sister Rinthy’s baby in the woods to die, Outer Dark. One of his novels is about a man named Cornelius who leaves his family to work as a fisherman on the Tennessee River. He also wrote a novel about a runaway referred to as “the kid” who joins the Glanton gang. In another novel, he wrote about a father and son walking towards the sea through a post-apocalyptic wasteland. For 10 points, name this author of Suttree, Blood Meridian, and The Road.
ANSWER: Cormac McCarthy
17. One character in this novel tells a story about a minister at a wedding accidentally referring to the man as the bride and the woman as the groom. William Dane frames the protagonist of this work for stealing church money in order to marry his fiancée Sarah. One character dies after selling the horse Wildfire, and the discovery of his body leads to his brother’s revelation of his previous marriage to Molly. That character, Dunstan Cass, had earlier stolen the fortune of the miserly title character. Eppie chooses to stay with the protagonist despite Godfrey Cass being her biological father. For 10 points, name this novel about the titular weaver of Raveloe, written by George Eliot.

ANSWER: Silas Marner: The Weaver of Raveloe
18. One character in this novel customarily eats a bowl of cooked green wheat for lunch. In its first chapter, a poet is kicked out of a café, his job having been rendered unnecessary by the radio. Other characters in this novel include a former teacher who constantly spells English words, a dentist who steals false teeth from corpses, and a café owner who is addicted to hashish and young boys. The cripple-maker Zaita and the widowed landlady Saniya Afify are among the residents of this novel’s titular location. Ibrahim Faraj lures Hamida into prostitution in this novel, resulting in the murder of Abbas. For 10 points, name this Naguib Mahfouz novel set in a backstreet in Cairo.

ANSWER: Midaq Alley [or Zuqaq al Midaq]

19. At one point in this play, an envoy who speaks in riddles says that the Queen is embroidering an invisible handkerchief. A beggar speaks the only line in its eighth scene, “Long live the Queen!” before Chantal is killed on the titular structure. Arthur is shot in the forehead after being told to play a corpse, and he had earlier played an executioner while a patron of the titular establishment acted as a judge punishing a thief. Ultimately, patrons playing the roles of the Chief Justice, the General, and the Bishop are forced to take over for their counterparts, who have been killed in a rebellion. For 10 points, name this Jean Genet play about a brothel run by Madame Irma.

ANSWER: The Balcony [or Le Balcon]

20. This author wrote an novella consisting of a series of letters about the titular chess player, Don Sandalio. His other works include the novel Love and Pedagogy and a novella about a priest who is secretly an atheist, “San Manuel the Good, Martyr.” He also wrote a novel about the jealousy between the poet Joaquín and his brother, the titular painter Abel Sánchez, and a “nivola” whose protagonist, Augusto, visits the book’s author and discovers that he cannot commit suicide because he is a fictional character. For 10 points, name this member of the Generation of ’98 who wrote “The Tragic Sense of Life” and Niebla.
ANSWER: Miguel de Unamuno y Jugo
TB. This country is home to the author of An Episode in the Life of a Landscape Painter and How I Became a Nun, César Aira. Other writers from this country include Manuel Mujica Láinez and Roberto Arlt. In Gravity’s Rainbow, Francisco Squalidozzi leads a group of anarchists from this country who make a film version of an epic poem by this country’s José Hernández. That poem, Martín Fierro, influenced an author from this country who collaborated under the pseudonym H. Bustos Domecq with Adolfo Bioy Casares. For 10 points, name this country home to the author of Kiss of the Spider Woman, Manuel Puig, as well as the author of Ficciones, Jorge Luis Borges.

ANSWER: Argentina
