MELD 2010: Not Waving but Drowning
Packet 5, by Will Nediger

1. He wrote a novel in which Danusia is kidnapped by the titular group, who are later defeated at the Battle of Grunwald. In addition to The Teutonic Knights, he wrote a novel in which Pan Yan spares the life of the villainous Bogun. That novel, set during the Khmelnytsky rebellion, forms a trilogy along with The Deluge and Fire in the Steppe and is entitled With Fire and Sword. His most famous novel features such historical figures as Petronius and Tigellinus as well as fictitious characters such as Marcus Vinicius and Ligia, and takes place during the Christian persecutions under Nero. For 10 points, name this Polish author of Quo Vadis.
ANSWER: Henryk Sienkiewicz
2. In an allusion to Lewis Carroll, one of this novel’s sections is entitled “Sylvie & Bruno Concluded.” Aside from Sylvie and Bruno, characters in this novel include a magician who uses memory palaces for divination, Ariel Hawksquill, and a charismatic despot who is a reincarnation of Frederick Barbarossa named Russell Eigenblick. Many of this novel’s scenes are set in Edgewood, a country house which is larger inside than outside, as hinted at by the novel’s title. Smoky Barnable marries a daughter of the Drinkwater family in, for 10 points, what fantasy novel which was notably included by Harold Bloom in The Western Canon, a work by John Crowley?

ANSWER: Little, Big: or, The Fairies’ Parliament
3. This man wrote a poem whose title figure is described as being “bright with the armpit-dazzle of a lioness,” “Watermaid.” Many of his poems make reference to the a deity who dwells in a river, mother Idoto, including “The Passage,” which is the opening poem in his collection Heavensgate. The speaker of one of his poems, which was intended to be read “with drum accompaniment,” asks mother Earth to unbind him before saying, “let this be my last testament.” That poem, “Elegy for Alto,” was the final poem in the sequence Path of Thunder. For 10 points, name this Nigerian poet who was killed fighting for Biafran independence.

ANSWER: Christopher Okigbo
4. A minor character in this novel is a detective who investigates a case of poisoned cinnamon sherbet, and another character watches a Mexican soap opera called Marianna every day with his four daughters. In one scene, an Islamist whose nickname derives from his eye colour recounts the tale of Rostam and Sohrab to the protagonist. An aspiring science-fiction writer named Necip is killed when supporters of Atatürk open fire in a theatre after a performance of a play condemning headscarves. The titular substance reminds Ka of God in, for 10 points, what novel about a poet who travels to Kars to investigate a rash of suicides, by Orhan Pamuk?

ANSWER: Snow [or Kar]

5. One character in this novel dies after a talisman of Hecate is stolen from under his pillow. The protagonist of this novel overhears two historians, one of whom writes beautifully but not factually and the other of whom writes factually but not beautifully, arguing about the correct way to write history. At one point in this novel, Livia frames Postumus for raping her granddaughter in order to have him exiled. The Sibyl at Cumae prophesies that the protagonist will “speak clear” nineteen hundred years hence, despite his stutter. This novel ends with the title character’s ascension after Cassius Chaerea’s assassination of Caligula. For 10 points, name this novel by Robert Graves about the titular Roman emperor.

ANSWER: I, Claudius
6. This poem contains a passage in which a poet retells the story of the fight at Finnesburg, which is also told in a fragment included in Frederick Klaeber’s edition of this poem. A 1936 lecture on this poem argued that it should be studied as a text rather than as a historical document, and was subtitled “The Monsters and the Critics.” This poem opens by describing the sea burial of Scyld Scefing. Wiglaf is the only person to accompany the protagonist during his attempt to slay a dragon, which takes place years after he kills the two other primary antagonists. For 10 points, name this epic poem about a hero who saves Hrothgar from the monster Grendel.

ANSWER: Beowulf
7. This author wrote a short story about the elevator operator Charlie who gets showered with gifts after falsely claiming to have two dead children. In addition to “Christmas Is a Sad Season for the Poor,” he wrote a story in which Irene Westcott uses the title device to listen in on her neighbours, “The Enormous Radio.” He also wrote a novel about a family whose members include Leander and his sons Moses and Coverly, and a story in which Neddy Merrill decides to return home from a party at the Westerhazys’ by swimming through his neighbours’ pools. For 10 points, name this author of The Wapshot Chronicle and “The Swimmer.”
ANSWER: John Cheever
8. According to Jorge Luis Borges, this is “a book so vast that it is not necessary to have read it, for it is a part of our memory.” Edward Powys Mathers translated J.C. Mardrus’ French edition of this work into English, though that edition is less famous than that of Antoine Galland. This work contains the story of a man who goes to Cairo after dreaming that he will find treasure there, but discovers that it is actually buried in his own garden. This work, which also contains the story of the fisherman and the genie, was translated into English by Edward Lane but more famously by Richard Burton. Better-known characters in this work include Sinbad the Sailor and Ali Baba. For 10 points, name this work in which Scheherezade keeps herself alive by telling stories.

ANSWER: One Thousand and One Nights [or The Arabian Nights’ Entertainment; or Kitāb ‘alf layla wa-layla; accept other reasonable translations]

9. The entrance to this circle of Hell is guarded by the Minotaur, and Nessus guides Dante and Virgil across the Phlegethon in this circle. One denizen of this circle is Dante’s mentor, Brunetto Latini, who wanders around a plain constantly rained upon by “dilated flakes of fire.” Other denizens of this circle are transformed into trees as punishment for committing suicide. Dante and Virgil are transported from this circle to the next, which is divided into ten bolgie, by the monster Geryon. For 10 points, name this circle of Hell which is divided into three rings, which house the violent against their neighbours, the violent against themselves, and the violent against God and nature, respectively, in the Divine Comedy.
ANSWER: Seventh Circle of Hell

10. The most important literary work written in this language is often considered to be 1643’s Gero, the only work of Pedro de Aguerre, who wrote under the name Axular. One writer in this language wrote a novel with a section entitled “In Search of the Last Word” which includes the story of a man named Ismael who rescues lizards. That novel is Bernardo Atxaga’s Obabakoak, the prologue to which begins by saying, “I write in a strange language” which “has no sisters anywhere on Earth.” For 10 points, name this language whose first book was published in 1545, a language spoken in northeastern Spain and southwestern France which has no known relatives.
ANSWER: Basque [or Euskara]

11. This writer wrote a sequel to one of his novels in which the titular location is “revisited” and the protagonist becomes the centre of the church of Sunchildism. He argued that the Odyssey was written by a Sicilian woman in The Authoress of the Odyssey. He also wrote an essay arguing that technology could develop a “mechanical consciousness” through natural selection and destroy humanity, “Darwin among the Machines.” One of his novels is narrated by Overton, the godfather of Ernest Pontifex. He wrote a satirical novel in which Higgs discovers the titular utopian society. For 10 points, name this author of The Way of All Flesh and Erewhon.
ANSWER: Samuel Butler

12. This author wrote about Otto Hogan, a restaurateur who refuses to take bribes, in the play Beef, No Chicken. He wrote about his “schizophrenic boyhood” in the autobiographical essay “What the Twilight Says.” That essay was published as a preface to a play in which Makak beheads the white goddess before being released from prison, Dream on Monkey Mountain. He also wrote a poem which concludes, “How can I turn from Africa and live?” His most famous work features the characters Dennis and Maud Plunkett and sees Ma Kilman heal the wound on the leg of the fisherman Philoctete. For 10 points, name this author of an epic poem in which Achille and Hector vie for the love of Helen, Omeros.
ANSWER: Derek Walcott
13. One character in this novel is a taciturn widow referred to as “the lady in black.” It opens with images of a parrot speaking French and a whistling mockingbird. Doctor Mandelet offers the protagonist help, but she instead seeks advice from the pianist Mademoiselle Reisz, who receives letters from another character who is in Mexico. The protagonist has an affair with Alcée Arobin despite her love for Robert Lebrun. The wife of Léonce ultimately commits suicide by wading into the Gulf of Mexico in, for 10 points, what novel about Edna Pontellier by Kate Chopin?

ANSWER: The Awakening
14. This poem takes its title from Robert Louis Stevenson’s poem “Requiem.” Its middle stanza discusses “fools in old-style hats and coats, who half the time were soppy-stern and half at one another’s throats.” Focusing on a pair of figures who “fill you with the faults they had and add some extra, just for you,” this poem appeared in the 1974 collection High Windows. Ending by telling the addressee to “get out as early as you can, and don’t have any kids yourself,” for 10 points, what is this Philip Larkin poem which notes “They fuck you up, your mum and dad”?

ANSWER: “This Be the Verse”

15. The story which gives this collection its title features a narrator who encounters a girl named Marianna after climbing a mountain in search of fairies. Its final story tells of an architect named Bannadonna who is killed by a mechanism which he created for the titular bell tower. Another story discusses the two sides of tortoises as well as relating the tale of a stranded Chola widow, Hunilla. That story is a series of ten sketches about the Galapagos Islands, “The Encantadas.” Also including a story about a slave rebellion on Amasa Delano’s ship and one about a man who likes to say “I would prefer not to,” for 10 points, name this short story collection including “Benito Cereno,” “Bartleby, the Scrivener,” and four other stories by Herman Melville.

ANSWER: The Piazza Tales
16. This author wrote about the annoyances of fax machines in an essay collected in How to Travel with a Salmon. His most recent novel sees Giambattista Bodoni suffer a stroke which causes him to forget almost everything. He also wrote a novel about a shipwrecked nobleman who obsesses about his evil twin. In addition to The Mysterious Flame of Queen Loana and The Island of the Day Before, he wrote a novel about a man who searches for the kingdom of Prester John, Baudolino, and one in which William of Baskerville attempts to solve a series of murders in an abbey. For 10 points, name this author of The Name of the Rose.
ANSWER: Umberto Eco
17. According to Brian McHale, this development of this literary movement was characterized by a shift from epistemology to ontology. One member of this movement wrote an essay describing the “used-upness of certain forms” in the movement preceding it, entitled “The Literature of Exhaustion.” This movement was criticized as suffering from a “crisis in historicity” in a work subtitled “The Cultural Logic of Late Capitalism” by Frederic Jameson. It was famously defined as “incredulity towards metanarratives” in a work by Jean-François Lyotard about its namesake “condition.” For 10 points, name this literary movement practised by such authors as Robert Coover and John Barth, which was preceded by modernism.

ANSWER: postmodernism
18. This novel mentions Plinius Ziegenhalss, a historian who discusses the peculiar pastime of crossword puzzles, and other artefacts of the Age of the Feuilleton. As a student, its protagonist wrote such poems as “After Dipping into the Summa Contra Gentiles” and “Soap Bubbles” as well as three stories, including one about a rainmaker in a society ruled by women. The protagonist meets characters such as Fritz Tegularius, who is based on Friedrich Nietzsche, at Waldzell. Ultimately, the protagonist drowns after leaving Castalia, where he had been named master of the titular activity. For 10 points, name this Hermann Hesse novel about Joseph Knecht, a master of the titular game.

ANSWER: The Glass Bead Game [or Magister Ludi; or Das Glasperlenspiel]

19. The introduction to this play gives the spectator permission to criticize it, as long as they do not “censure by contagion,” and only criticize in proportion to how much they paid to see it. One character in this play is pilloried after being falsely accused by the cutpurse Ezekiel Edgworth. A Puritan named Zeal-of-the-Land Busy is also pilloried for preaching without a license, and later calls a performance of Hero and Leander an abomination because the actors are cross-dressed, even though the actors are puppets. The plot is set in action when Quarlous, Winwife, and Littlewit plot to win Dame Purecraft at the title event. For 10 points, name this Ben Jonson play about a summer festival.

ANSWER: Bartholomew Fair: A Comedy
20. This author created Vincent, who flees to Upward Island after being expelled from the Vietnam Moratorium Committee, in the story “The Puzzling Nature of Blue.” In one of this author’s novels, the title character serves as an inspiration for the novelist Tobias Oates, who is based on Charles Dickens. In addition to writing Jack Maggs, he created the 139-year-old charlatan Herbert Badgery, who narrates his novel Illywhacker. One of his novels is written in the style of the Jerilderie letter, with little punctuation, and another of his novels is about a bet made by the two title characters involving transporting a glass church from Sydney to Bellingen. For 10 points, name this Australian author who won the Booker Prize for both True History of the Kelly Gang and Oscar and Lucinda.

ANSWER: Peter Carey
TB. One play by this author centers on the singer of the hit song “That’s All Right,” Floyd Barton. Another of this author’s characters brings Martha and Zonia together by singing a Binding Song. That character appears in a play whose name derives from the refrain of a blues song, Joe Turner’s Come and Gone. A blues singer refuses to perform Levee’s version of the titular song in his play Ma Rainey’s Black Bottom, and Berniece refuses to let Boy Willie sell the titular instrument in another play. For 10 points, name this playwright who included The Piano Lesson as well as a play about the garbage collector Troy Maxson, Fences, in his Pittsburgh Cycle.

ANSWER: August Wilson
