MELD 2010: Not Waving but Drowning
Packet 2, by Will Nediger

1. At one point in this poem, the speaker describes a fictitious painting by “a minor lion attending on Gérôme.” It opens by describing an empty card table, and later the speaker notes that “here under the table all along were those missing feet” before saying, “it’s done.” The speaker’s governess speaks German and French, and is referred to as “Mademoiselle.” The speaker describes his search for a German translation of Paul Valéry’s “Palme.” For 10 points, name this poem in which a child waits for a jigsaw puzzle to arrive, written by the author of The Changing Light of Sandover, James Merrill.
ANSWER: “Lost in Translation”
2. This author used John Gow as the basis for Captain Cleveland in his novel The Pirate. Two Lancastrians travelling to meet Charles the Bold meet the mysterious title character of his novel Anne of Geierstein. Schubert wrote three songs about Ellen Douglas, a character from this man’s narrative poem The Lady of the Lake. One of his novels, which was published as part of the Tales of My Landlord series, tells of the love between Lucy Ashton and Edgar Ravenswood and formed the basis for a Donizetti opera. He also wrote a novel whose protagonist rejects Rebecca for Rowena. For 10 points, name this author of The Bride of Lammermoor and Ivanhoe.
ANSWER: Sir Walter Scott
3. One stanza of this poem quotes the last words of Socrates before describing Robespierre’s broken jaw and Trotsky’s death-rattle. This poem’s speaker tells the addressee, “I travel your length like a river, I travel your body like a forest.” It opens by invoking “a crystal willow, a poplar of water, a tall fountain the wind arches over.” In the final stanza, the sun wakes the speaker “from this animal sleep and its centuries of stone,” and the end of this poem describes a river that “turns, moves on, doubles back, and comes full circle, forever arriving,” leading back to this poem’s beginning. For 10 points, name this Octavio Paz poem consisting of 584 lines, one for each day of the Aztec calendar.
ANSWER: “The Sunstone” [or “Piedra de Sol”]

4. Horacio Quiroga wrote a short story collection entitled Stories of Love, Madness and [this]. In a story of this title from Winesburg, Ohio, Elizabeth Willard tells Doctor Reefy about the money hidden underneath her floorboards. Simone de Beauvoir wrote about her mother’s battle with cancer in a book entitled A Very Easy [this]. It is described as “a master from Germany” in a poem entitled “Fugue of [this]” by Paul Celan. It is the first word of the title of a short story in which Erik Lönnrot uses the Kabbalah to investigate a series of murders, and in the title of that story it is paired with “the Compass.” For 10 points, name this thing which Dylan Thomas claims “shall have no dominion” and which is commanded by John Donne to “be not proud.”
ANSWER: death
5. The protagonist of this story has a sister named June who is described as “plain and chunky and steady.” The protagonist first sees the antagonist while on a date with Eddie, and she is listening to XYZ Sunday Jamboree before their second meeting. The antagonist of this story drives a jalopy with the phrase “man the flying saucers” on the front fender, and threatens the protagonist by describing her house as “nothing but a cardboard box.” At the end of this story, Arnold Friend succeeds in coercing Connie to get in his car. For 10 points, name this oft-anthologized story by Joyce Carol Oates which was inspired by three murders committed in Tucson.

ANSWER: “Where Are You Going, Where Have You Been?”

6. This author’s play William Ratcliff was adapted into an opera by Cesar Cui. The speaker pledges to battle the new gods and support the old ones in his poem “The Greek Gods,” which is part of the North Sea cycle from his most famous poetry collection. He also wrote an epic poem about a dancing bear who escapes and starts a revolution against humanity, entitled Atta Troll. He is best known for a poem from the Book of Songs about a beautiful maiden who lures sailors to their death with her song. For 10 points, name this German poet of “The Lorelei.”
ANSWER: Heinrich Heine
7. This author wrote, “I would ride your bed and leave the yellow bark dust on your pillow” in his erotic poem “The Cinnamon Peeler.” His poetry collections include The Dainty Monsters and The Collected Works of Billy the Kid. His most recent novel follows Anna, Claire, and Coop and is entitled Divisadero. He also wrote a novel in which Patrick Lewis searches for Ambrose Small, and one in which Almásy is nursed by Hana during World War II. For 10 points, name this Canadian author of In the Skin of a Lion and The English Patient.
ANSWER: Michael Ondaatje
8. As a child, the protagonist of this novel is delighted to be referred to as “almost pretty,” and she is described as “often inattentive, and occasionally stupid,” although she is witty enough to note that she “cannot speak well enough to be unintelligible.” This novel’s narrator leaves it to the reader to decide whether it recommends parental tyranny or filial disobedience. Its fifth chapter ends with a digression by the narrator in defense of reading novels. The plot is set in motion when Mr. and Mrs. Allen invite the protagonist on a trip to Bath. Mysterious Warnings and Castle of Wolfenbach are among the “horrid novels” recommended to the protagonist by Isabella Thorpe, although she prefers The Mysteries of Udolpho. For 10 points, name this novel in which Henry Tilney eventually marries Catherine Morland.
ANSWER: Northanger Abbey
9. At one point in this work, the narrator meets a local painter who has devoted his time to locating famous old places, and at another, the narrator converses with two prostitutes, whom he refers to as “fishermen’s daughters,” at an inn. It begins by noting that “the sun and moon are eternal voyagers” and goes on to describe the narrator’s wanderlust, which leads him to undertake a journey with his friend Sora. The first poem to appear in this work states that the author’s “grass-thatched hut / will have new occupants now.” For 10 points, name this work which combines prose and haiku, a travel diary written by Matsuo Bashō.

ANSWER: The Narrow Road to the Interior [or The Narrow Road to the Deep North; or Oku no Hosomichi; accept translations with “of” instead of “to”]

10. This book ends with a description of a corpse staring back at the narrator from a mirror. Several characters debate whether they should fast on Yom Kippur, since it would cause their health to deteriorate. One character in this work, Mrs. Schächter, constantly has visions of fire. Another character, Moshe the Beadle, tells the story of his miraculous survival during a massacre committed by the Gestapo. While many critics consider it a novel, this work’s author insists that it is not, since it is the “unvarnished truth.” For 10 points, name this first book in a trilogy also including Dawn and Day, a memoir of Auschwitz and Buchenwald by Elie Wiesel.
ANSWER: Night [or Un di Velt Hot Geshvign; or La Nuit]

11. As noted by Charles Cowden Clarke, this poem was inspired by a passage containing the line “the sea had soakt his heart through.” This poem’s speaker tells of having often been told of “one wide expanse” which a certain author “ruled as his demesne,” despite never having “breathe[d] its pure serene.” The speaker also notes that he has been “round many western islands” and travelled much “in the realms of gold.” After performing the titular action, the speaker “felt like some watcher of the skies when a new planet swims into his ken.” He also compares himself to “stout Cortez” staring at the Pacific. For 10 points, name this John Keats poem about the discovery of a certain translation of the work of the author of the Odyssey.
ANSWER: “On First Looking into Chapman’s Homer”

12. One character in this novel, Mr. Luttrell, commits suicide after shooting his dog. This novel’s protagonist has her dress stolen by her best friend, Tia, who had earlier stolen three pennies from her. That protagonist has a Martinican servant named Christophine who practises obeah. This novel takes place in the aftermath of the Emancipation Act of 1833, three decades later than the setting of the novel to which it is a prequel. Antoinette Cosway is renamed Bertha Mason after moving to Thornfield to live with her husband, Mr. Rochester, in this novel. For 10 points, name this novel about the “madwoman in the attic” from Jane Eyre, written by Jean Rhys.
ANSWER: Wide Sargasso Sea
13. One character in this play asks “How do you like that for a declension?” after saying “good, better, best, bested.” Another character repeatedly screams “Violence! Violence!” during a climactic scene. That character’s husband is mistaken for a mathematics professor, though he actually teaches biology. One of the main characters yells “You can’t do that!” after her husband invents a story in which their son swerves to avoid a porcupine and dies in a car crash. Nick and Honey become entangled in the games of the central couple, one of whom answers the titular query by saying “I am, George… I am” at the end of this play. For 10 points, name this play by Edward Albee.

ANSWER: Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf?
14. In one work by this author,  Dr. Van Dyke’s habit of slapping the buttocks of African workers is remembered by Karanja, who works at Githima Library. Another of his works ends with Thoni committing suicide after her husband Remi rejects her. He also wrote the essay Decolonising the Mind, which explained his decision to start writing in his native language, Kikuyu. This author of the play The Black Hermit is best known for a novel about Mugo’s betrayal of Kihika and one in which Munira burns down Wanja’s brothel. For 10 points, name this Kenyan author of A Grain of Wheat and Petals of Blood.
ANSWER: Ngũgĩ wa Thiong’o [or James Ngugi]

15. When this character is young, his father tells him, “Whenever you feel like criticizing anyone, just remember that all the people in this world haven’t had the advantages that you’ve had.” He has a tepid love affair with a woman who is suspected of cheating at golf, Jordan Baker. The protagonist of the novel in which he appears introduces him to a man who claims to have fixed the World Series, Meyer Wolfsheim. At the end of the novel, he leaves Long Island to return to the Midwest after the funeral of his neighbour, who had an obsessive love for Daisy Buchanan. For 10 points, name this narrator of The Great Gatsby.
ANSWER: Nick Carraway [accept either]

16. This man’s early plays include Love and a Bottle and The Constant Couple. His acting career ended when he accidentally wounded another actor during a fight scene in Dryden’s The Indian Emperor. Thomas Keneally’s The Playmaker deals with the staging of one of this man’s plays, in which the womanizing Plume courts Sylvia in Shrewsbury. That play, which in Bertolt Brecht’s adaptation was set during the American Civil War, is The Recruiting Officer. Bandits named Gibbet, Hounslow, and Bageshot appear in his most famous work, in which Mrs. Sullen and Dorinda are pursued by Archer and Aimwell. For 10 points, name this Irish playwright of The Beaux’ Stratagem.
ANSWER: George Farquhar
17. Erich Auerbach called this character “much more of a hero than the characters of Balzac, to say nothing of Flaubert.” This character frequently quotes from Joseph de Maistre’s On the Pope, in addition to having memorized the entire New Testament in Latin. At the suggestion of Prince Kosakoff, he woos the daughter of a stocking merchant, Madame de Fervaques, in order to provoke the jealousy of Mathilde de la Mole. His marriage to Mathilde is prevented by a letter from the wife of the mayor of Verrières, Madame de Rênal, whom this character shoots in the shoulder, for which he is guillotined. For 10 points, name this worshipper of Napoleon, the hero of Stendhal’s The Red and the Black.

ANSWER: Julien Sorel [accept either]

18. The main character of this play keeps switching costumes with his servant, because he keeps getting  mistaken for the pea-soup-loving Heracles. One character continually interrupts another character’s recitations with the phrase “lost his oilcan,” and that character also wins a contest involving speaking lines of poetry into a set of scales to see which is heavier. Ultimately, Aeschylus is chosen over Euripides because of his advice on how to save the city. The title creatures of this play annoy Xanthias and Dionysus with their chanting of “Brekekekex koax koax.” For 10 points, name this Aristophanes play in which Dionysus travels to Hades to bring back a poet.

ANSWER: The Frogs [or Batrachoi]

19. A character in this novel named Miss Mackay asks, “What good will Latin and Greek be to you when you get married or take a job?” The title character of this novel convinces Joyce Hammond to become a fascist, even though her brother is fighting against the fascists in the Spanish Civil War. One character in this novel has an affair with Mr. Lloyd, and later becomes a nun named Sister Helena who writes a treatise called The Transfiguration of the Commonplace. The title character educates Eunice, Jenny, Mary, Monica, Rose, and Sandy at the Marcia Blaine School for Girls in Edinburgh. For 10 points, name this novel about a schoolteacher by Muriel Spark.

ANSWER: The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie
20. One character in this novel compares not being able to learn about God from the natural world to not being able to learn how many child Steinbeck had by reading Of Mice and Men. That character describes philosophers as people who yell “Ladies and gentlemen, we are floating in space!” at complacent people. The beginning of this novel sees the protagonist receive anonymous messages with the questions “Who are you?” and “Where does the world come from?”, after which she receives a postcard from Albert Knag. For 10 points, name this novel in which Alberto Knox teaches the history of philosophy to the titular girl, a work by Jostein Gaarder.

ANSWER: Sophie’s World [or Sofies verden]

TB. In this poem’s eleventh stanza, the protagonist assures another figure that mushrooms and swans will be its companions. One stanza describe an ashoka-tree and a bakul-tree which “wait to feel the winning power of [one character’s] persuasion, ere they blossom into flower.” Several stanzas are devoted to a city described as a “radiant bit of heaven,” the home of a “dread shrine” of Shiva; that city is the protagonist’s hometown of Ujjain. The protagonist of this poem has been exiled, and asks the title object, which is compared to an elephant “attack[ing] a bank of earth in play,” to deliver a message to his wife in the Himalayas. For 10 points, name this poem by Kalidasa.

ANSWER: “The Cloud Messenger” [or “Meghaduta”]

