MELD 2010: Not Waving but Drowning
Packet 6, by Will Nediger

1. One character in this play compares nuns to dominoes because they dress in black and white and are prone to falling down, and later declares “Frosty the Snowman” to be heretical. Another character delivers a sermon about gossip which includes a story about a woman being told to cut open a pillow with a knife, as well as a sermon about the titular concept beginning with the line “What do you do when you’re not sure?” Sister Aloysius’ suspicions about Father Flynn’s relationship with a black student, Donald Muller, drive the plot of this play. Subtitled A Parable, for 10 points, what is this winner of the 2005 Pulitzer Prize for Drama by John Patrick Shanley?
ANSWER: Doubt: A Parable
2. The narrator of this work is mistaken for a character from Hamlet by a count, who gives him a passport as a result. This work’s author wrote it in part as a response to a book by Tobias Smollett, whom he caricatured as Smelfungus. Its protagonist hires the flute-playing servant La Fleur, and encounters women such as Madame de L--- and Madame de R---. It ends with the narrator staying in an inn with a lady and accidentally grabbing hold of something, though the identity of that thing is not revealed because the book ends in mid-sentence. For 10 points, name this novel about Parson Yorick’s travels through Europe, a work by Laurence Sterne.

ANSWER: A Sentimental Journey Through France and Italy
3. One of this author’s short stories ends with the narrator saying of the title character, “A couple of years later I went away to college and I didn’t know where the fuck she went.” That story, “Nilda,” is one of several stories by this author narrated by a fatherless New Jersey teenager, several of which were collected in Drown. One section of his most famous work is named after the three heartbreaks of the protagonist’s mother, Belicia Cabral. In that novel, the protagonist’s family suffers from the fuku curse and grapples with its experiences under Rafael Trujillo’s regime. For 10 points, name this author who is best known for about an overweight, fantasy-obsessed Dominican-American, The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao.
ANSWER: Junot Díaz
4. This is the first name of the protagonist of Marisha Pessl’s novel Special Topics in Calamity Physics. The first of G.K. Chesterton’s Father Brown stories is named after a cross of this colour. Every appearance of the word “house” in Mark Z. Danielewski’s House of Leaves is in this colour. Novalis’s novel Heinrich von Ofterdingen was the origin of the use of a flower of this colour as a symbol of Romanticism. In one Sherlock Holmes story, a carbuncle of this colour is found in the crop of a Christmas goose. For 10 points, name this colour which, in the plural, follows the word “funeral” in the title of a W.H. Auden poem.
ANSWER: blue
5. At one point in this novel, Portia tells her father about a scam artist named B.F. Mason. One character in this novel starts using his wife Alice’s perfume after she dies, and also takes up sewing. Another character is forced to take a job at a five-and-dime store to pay the hospital bills after her brother Bubber shoots another character. Jake Blount, Biff Brannon, Dr. Copeland, and Mick Kelly all confide in the protagonist, who commits suicide after Spiros Antonapoulos dies in an insane asylum. That protagonist is the deaf-mute John Singer. For 10 points, name this novel by Carson McCullers.

ANSWER: The Heart Is a Lonely Hunter
6. One character in this poem is described as being “most like a leaping flame,” in contrast to another character, who is “most placid in her look.” This poem notes that “one may lead a horse to water,” but “twenty cannot make him drink” in a section in which one character refuses to open her lips despite being “bullied and besought” by the title figures. This poem contains the cautionary tale of a woman “who should have been a bride, but who for joys brides hope to have fell sick and died,” named Jeanie. Enticed by a cry of “Come buy, come buy,” one character in this poem trades a lock of her hair for some fruit. For 10 points, name this poem in which Laura is saved from wasting away by Lizzie after buying fruit from some spooky merchants, a work of Christina Rossetti.

ANSWER: “Goblin Market”

7. This poet wrote about “poesy’s transforming giant wing” in “The Uses of Poetry.” The speaker remorsefully addresses his wife in this author’s long poem “Asphodel, that Greeny Flower.” He also wrote a pastoral poem beginning “on the road to the contagious hospital,” the title poem of his collection Spring and All. In one poem by this author, the speaker says “they were delicious, so sweet and so cold” to excuse himself for eating the plums that were in the icebox. That poem is entitled “This Is Just to Say.” For 10 points, name this American poet who wrote that “so much depends” on the titular object in “The Red Wheelbarrow.”

ANSWER: William Carlos Williams
8. The speaker of this poem says, “I sing of his elegance with words that groan and I remember a sad breeze through the olive trees” in its final section, entitled “Absent Soul.” The speaker repeatedly says, “I will not see it,” referring to the titular substance of its second section, “The Spilled Blood.” “The wind carried away the cottonwool” and “the room was iridescent with agony” when this poem’s title event occurred. The first section of this poem includes a refrain mentioning that the title event takes place “at five in the afternoon.” For 10 points, name this poem about the demise of a matador by Federico García Lorca.

ANSWER: “Lament for the Death of a Bullfighter” [or “Lament for Ignacio Sánchez Mejías”; or “Llanto por Ignacio Sánchez Mejías”]

9. A poem of this title asks “Why this sudden restlessness, this confusion?” before noting “How serious people’s faces have become.” That poem begins by asking “What are we waiting for, assembled in the forum?” and ends by calling the titular people “a kind of solution.” In a novel of this title, Warrant Officer Mandel conducts a mock hanging of the protagonist, who has sexual fantasies about a young girl who belongs to the titular group of people. For 10 points, name this title shared by a Constantine Cavafy poem and a J.M. Coetzee novel in which the magistrate of a frontier town is imprisoned by Colonel Joll.

ANSWER: Waiting for the Barbarians
10. This character first appeared in a short story in which she walks down Bond Street to buy gloves. Her aunt is a botanist who has written a book on the orchids of Burma. This character often visits Evelyn, the wife of her friend Hugh Whitbread. She is disturbed by the relationship between her daughter Elizabeth and Doris Kilman. She reminisces about a kiss she shared with Sally Seton and regrets marrying Richard instead of Peter Walsh. She is shaken when she learns of the suicide of Septimus Smith, which delays the party she is planning. For 10 points, name this protagonist of a novel by Virginia Woolf.

ANSWER: Mrs. Clarissa Dalloway [accept either]

11. The main female character in this play describes her maid Emma as “the voice of the people.” One character in this play is corrected by another character after expressing his belief that Marius and Sulla were lovers. That character also says that the title characters can be fed with pineapples or straw. Ships in this play include the Amelia, on which a representative of the League of Humanity arrives in the first act, and the Ultima, on which Harry Domain unsuccessfully tries to quell a revolution led by Radius.  The love between Helena and Primus gives hope to Alquist, the last surviving human in this play. For 10 points, name this Karel Čapek play which introduced the term “robot.”

ANSWER: R.U.R. [or Rossum’s Universal Robots]

12. According to Richard Cureton, the end of this poem’s first stanza “has been more closely scrutinized and extensively analyzed than any other single phrase in English literature.” Edith Everson claims that its two main characters “are the only ones in the community who are living in the proper sense.” When the title character dies, his lover “stooped to kiss his face.” This poem describes how “women and men … reaped their sowing and went their came,” and how the title character “sang his didn’t” and “danced his did.” No-one is buried alongside the title character in, for 10 points, what E.E. Cummings poem, which follows the lives of the residents of a nameless town?

ANSWER: “anyone lived in a pretty how town”

13. One character in this novel is a truck driver who enjoys Beethoven’s Archduke Trio. Other characters include an incorporeal being who takes the form of Colonel Sanders and a cat killer who takes the form of Johnnie Walker. An incident in this novel in which several schoolchildren fall into comas while picking mushrooms is the catalyst for Mr. Nakata’s ability to talk to cats and to cause fish to rain from the sky. The transsexual Oshima works at Miss Saeki’s library, where the protagonist of this work stays while the police look for him in connection to the murder of his father, a famous sculptor. The protagonist of this novel has an alter ego referred to as “the boy named Crow” and names himself after a certain Czech writer. For 10 points, name this Haruki Murakami novel about a fifteen-year-old runaway.

ANSWER: Kafka on the Shore [or Umibe no Kafuka]
14. The title character of one short story by this author uses an impression of a hen laying an egg to win the love of Aurelia Cammarleigh. Aside from “The Reverent Wooing of Archibald,” he wrote a number of stories narrated by a character known only as the Oldest Member, including “Ordeal by Golf.” Other characters created by this author include Tuppy Glossop and Bingo Little, both members of the Drones Club. Summer Lightning and Heavy Weather are among this man’s novels set at Blandings Castle, but his best known works feature a character who is frequently assailed by his Aunt Agatha and usually rescued by his resourceful valet. For 10 points, name this British comic author who created Bertie Wooster and his servant Jeeves.
ANSWER: Pelham Grenville Wodehouse
15. The protagonist of this novel uses the phrase “The presbytery has lost nothing of its charm, nor the garden its brightness” to shock a Sorbonne professor named Monsieur Darzac. That character competes with the detective Frederic Larsan, who is eventually revealed to be a criminal named Ballmeyer. Joseph Rouletabille travels to the Château du Glandier to investigate the attempted murder of Mademoiselle Stangerson after she is found in the titular chamber in this novel. For 10 points, name this novel by the author of The Phantom of the Opera, Gaston Leroux, one of the earliest and greatest locked room mysteries.

ANSWER: The Mystery of the Yellow Room [or Le mystère de la chambre jaune]

16. One character in this novel has quicklime smeared on her breasts, causing her child to die of starvation. A character in this novel whose name resembles a Spanish phrase meaning “filthy vomit,” Lucio Vasquez, shoots a character known as the Zany, who had earlier killed a colonel for taunting him with the word “mother.” The lawyer Abel Carvajal is blamed for the Zany’s crime along with General Eusebio Canales, whose daughter ends up marrying this novel’s protagonist. That protagonist is a man who is frequently described as being “as beautiful and wicked as Satan,” Miguel Angel Face. The title character of this novel is a caricature of Manuel Estrada Cabrera, who ruled Guatemala from 1898 to 1920. For 10 points, name this dictator novel by Miguel Ángel Asturias.

ANSWER: El Señor Presidente [or The President]

17. A character named Mary in this play points out that Donald and Elizabeth cannot be husband and wife because their daughters have different coloured eyes. Another character, Doctor Mackenzie-King, has his own liver operated on before operating on Parker’s liver. Two characters discuss the death of Bobby Watson, whose family members are all also named Bobby Watson, before the arrival of Mr. and Mrs. Martin. At one point, the doorbell rings three times despite nobody being at the door, prompting an argument between Mr. and Mrs. Smith, before the doorbell rings again, heralding the arrival of the Fire Chief. For 10 points, name this play titled after a singer who, according to Mrs. Smith, “always wears her hair in the same style,” a work of Eugène Ionesco.

ANSWER: The Bald Soprano [or La Cantatrice Chauve]

18. Other titles which were considered for this play included A Period of Grace and The Inside of His Head. It opens with a melody played on the flute, reminiscent of “grass and trees and the horizon.” The main character of this play opines that “you can’t eat the orange and throw the peel away,” adding that “a man is not a piece of fruit.” He also regrets not going to Alaska with Ben, who became rich mining diamonds in Africa. This play ends with a Requiem in which Linda repeatedly says “We’re free” her husband’s funeral and is carried away by her son Biff. For 10 points, name this play about Willy Loman by Arthur Miller.

ANSWER: Death of a Salesman
19. One character in this novel cuts off his own hand after being bitten by a poisonous Qichun snake. Its narrator tells of a Grand Marshall who witnessed a nun scrubbing her entrails in a bathtub. The title location of this novel is said to appear in works such as Classic of the Mountains and the Seas and Annotated Water Classic. Featuring characters referred to as I, you, he and she, this novel was inspired by the author’s own journey along the Yangtze which he undertook after being misdiagnosed with lung cancer. For 10 points, name this novel about a journey in search of the titular peak, written by Gao Xingjian.

ANSWER: Soul Mountain [or Lingshan]
20. This author left the novel Slattery’s Sago Saga unfinished at his death. He wrote a column for The Irish Times called Cruiskeen Lawn. Father Fahrt and Mr. Collopy are among the characters who neglect the orphan Finnbarr in his novel The Hard Life. Many of the footnotes in one of his novels deal with a mad scientist named De Selby, who appears in The Dalkey Archive as well as a novel in which Divney steals Mathers’ cash box, The Third Policeman. For 10 points, name this author who also wrote about John Furriskey and Pooka MacPhellimey in At Swim-Two-Birds.
ANSWER: Flann O’Brien [or Brian O’Nolan; or Myles na gCopaleen]

TB. This author wrote about a commissioner who investigates a mysterious and unnamed European town in The Pathseeker. He wrote about Kingbitter’s discovery of a play written by B. about the search for an unfinished novel in another work, Liquidation. A Holocaust survivor explains why he cannot bring a child into the world in this author’s Kaddish for an Unborn Child. The protagonist of his most famous work befriends Bandi Citrom despite being ostracized by his fellow concentration camp inmates for not being a real Jew. For 10 points, name this Hungarian novelist who wrote Fatelessness.
ANSWER: Imre Kertész
