MELD 2010: Not Waving but Drowning
Packet 8, by Will Nediger

1. In the seventh chapter of this novel, the protagonist dreams of three giants who represent his brothers and who ask for his “saving hand.” Cico tells the protagonist that the weight of humanity’s sins would cause the land to be swallowed by an underground lake, a prophecy made by the golden carp. Characters who die in this novel include the drunkard Narciso and the war veteran Lupito, who is killed by a mob after killing the sheriff. A character known as “the flying man” gives the title character her spirit familiar, an owl which is killed by Tenorio Trementina, causing the title character’s death. For 10 points, name this novel about Antonio Márez and the titular faith healer, by Rudolfo Anaya.
ANSWER: Bless Me, Ultima
2. The narrator of this novel likes to use the English phrase “what a fucking joke,” which he learned from Pinky Madam, the ex-wife of a man who employs him as a chauffeur and ends up being murdered by the protagonist, who describes himself as a “social entrepreneur.” The protagonist is nicknamed after the titular creature, which is described as showing up only once a generation. That protagonist, whose story is told in a series of letters to Wen Jiabao, is named Balram Halwai. For 10 points, name this 2008 Booker Prize winner by Aravind Adiga.

ANSWER: The White Tiger
3. One writer from this country wrote about Salie and her brother Madicke in The Belly of the Atlantic, and another writer from this country wrote Scarlet Song as well as a novel written in the form of a letter from Ramatoulaye to Aissatou, So Long a Letter. Aside from Fatou Diome and Mariama Bâ, authors from this country include one who wrote Xala, which he later adapted into a film, as well as a novel about a railroad strike, God’s Bits of Wood. That author, Ousmane Sembène, is not as famous as a poet from this country, who, along with Aimé Césaire, created the concept of Négritude. For 10 points, name this country which was home to Léopold Senghor.

ANSWER: Republic of Senegal
4. One poem of this type begins “Every day our bodies separate, exploded torn and dazed.” That poem, dedicated to D.G.B., is by Marilyn Hacker, who is considered a master of this form. The speaker of another poem of this type repeats the refrain “I think I made you up inside my head”; that poem is Sylvia Plath’s “Mad Girl’s Love Song.” More famous examples include “One Art” by Elizabeth Bishop and a poem which appears in Vonnegut’s Slaughterhouse-Five, Theodore Roethke’s “The Waking.” The most famous example of this form exhorts the addressee to “rage, rage against the dying of the light.” For 10 points, name this poetic form exemplified by Dylan Thomas’ “Do not go gentle into that good night.”

ANSWER: villanelle
5. The preface to this work discusses “how War muzzles the Dramatic Poet” and acknowledges the influence of Chekhov’s “four fascinating dramatic studies” of pre-war Europe. In Act II of this play, one character says “Old men are dangerous: it doesn’t matter to them what is going to happen in the world.” At one point in this play, a former husband of Nurse Guinness pretends to be a burglar in order to gain charity. Mangan is affianced to Mazzini Dunn’s daughter Ellie, although she is in love with Hector, the husband of Hesione Hushabye. Mangan is presumably killed in a zeppelin attack at the end of this play after fleeing the title structure, which was built in the shape of ship by Captain Shotover. For 10 points, name this “fantasia in the Russian manner on English themes” by George Bernard Shaw.
ANSWER: Heartbreak House
6. This author wrote a satirical fairytale in response to having to pay a marginal tax rate of 102%, entitled “Pomperipossa in Monismania.” Birk Borkason befriends the title character in this author’s fantasy novel Ronia the Robber’s Daughter. Her series include one about the detective Bill Bergson and one about the six Bullerby siblings. She also created a character who can fly by pressing a button on his stomach, Karlsson-on-the-Roof, as well as an unusually strong ponytailed redhead who is “in the South Seas” in the title of one book. For 10 points, name this Swedish children’s author who created Pippi Longstocking.

ANSWER: Astrid Lindgren
7. In one scene in this novel, the protagonist’s son doesn’t get a chance to eat any of a castle-shaped jelly dessert. The protagonist of this novel contemplates death while looking at a painting called Death of the Just Man in a library. In the final scene of this novel, the embalmed corpse of a dog is thrown out of a window because of Concetta’s anger at Tancredi, who marries Angelica instead of her. The protagonist is annoyed at the newly acquired wealth of Don Calogero, who fought under Garibaldi. The protagonist is a Sicilian nobleman, Don Fabrizio, whose coat of arms depicts the title animal. For 10 points, name this novel by Giuseppe Tomasi di Lampedusa.

ANSWER: The Leopard [or Il Gattopardo]

8. This character says “I know it’s happened, but I don’t feel anything yet” after the moon landing is announced. For a time he lives with an eighteen-year-old fugitive named Jill, who later dies in a house fire. He has an affair with Ruth Leonard after running away from his wife, who accidentally drowns their daughter Rebecca June. When we first meet him, he joins a group of children playing basketball, and he was a basketball star in high school, as foreshadowed in the poem “Ex-Basketball Player” by his creator. For 10 points, name this protagonist of four novels by John Updike.

ANSWER: Harry “Rabbit” Angstrom [accept any part]

9. The speaker of this poem recalls how “from billow to billow you still called and sang, standing like a sailor in the prow of a vessel,” as well as describing the addressee as a “pale blind diver,” a “luckless slinger,” and a “lost discoverer.” The phrase “in you everything sank” ends six of its couplets, and the phrase “It is the hour of departure, oh deserted one!” is also repeated. In the collection in which this poem originally appeared, it follows a poem which begins “Tonight I can write the saddest lines.” For 10 points, name this poem which accompanies twenty love poems in a collection by Pablo Neruda.

ANSWER: “A Song of Despair” [or “Una Canción Desesperada”]

10. This poet wrote “Nothing is so beautiful as” the titular season in the poem “Spring.” He also asked “Margaret, are you grieving over Goldengrove unleaving?” in the poem “Spring and Fall.” In another of his poems, the titular thing “gathers to a greatness, like the ooze of oil crushed.” In addition to “God’s Grandeur,” he wrote a poem about the death of a farrier named Felix Randal. He also wrote a curtal sonnet which begins “Glory be to God for dappled things” and a poem dedicated “to Christ our Lord” about a “dapple-dawn-drawn Falcon.” For 10 points, name this proponent of sprung rhythm who wrote “Pied Beauty” and “The Windhover.”

ANSWER: Gerard Manley Hopkins
11. One character in this novel tells of how Jerco committed suicide after the death of Rosalind Whicher. That character is reading Alphonse Daudet’s Sapho when we first meet him, and working as a railroad waiter along with the protagonist. Other characters in this novel include Billy Biasse, who lends the protagonist a gun to protect himself from Zeddy. The protagonist’s lovers include Congo Rose and Felice, the latter of whom leaves the title location with him to go to Chicago at the end of this work. For 10 points, name this novel about Jake Brown’s return to a New York neighbourhood, a work by Claude McKay.

ANSWER: Home to Harlem
12. Robert Benchley wrote a parody of it entitled “Compiling [this novel].” The protagonist of this novel has a sister named Esta who is impregnated and abandoned by her lover. When that protagonist is working in a hotel in Kansas City, he falls in love with Hortense Briggs. Later, he lusts after the wealthy Sondra Finchley despite having impregnated Roberta Alden. While canoeing on Big Bittern Lake, he knocks Roberta unconscious with a camera and she drowns, leading to his conviction for murder. For 10 points, name this novel about the execution of Clyde Griffiths by Theodore Dreiser.

ANSWER: An American Tragedy
13. In one story in this collection, a love potion causes the lawyer Tomás Rodaja to suffer from the delusion that his body made of glass. In addition to “The Glass Graduate,” it includes a story which begins with Leocadia being raped by Rodolfo and ends with Leocadia and Rodolfo getting married, “The Force of Blood.” One story in this collection, “The Deceitful Marriage,” is continued in another story, in which its protagonist has a hallucination involving two dogs discussing the foibles of humanity. “The Conversation of the Dogs” is part of, for 10 points, what collection of stories by Miguel de Cervantes?

ANSWER: Novelas Ejemplares [or Exemplary Novels; accept Exemplary Stories]

14. When we first meet this character, he is wearing a quizzing-glass purely as an ornament, and he is introduced to the protagonist of the work in which he appears by Mr. Quinion. He refers to himself as a “beggared outcast” in a letter written to the protagonist. He becomes a magistrate after moving to Australia with Daniel Peggotty and Little Em’ly. His excessively loyal wife frequently proclaims that she “will never desert” him. He exposes his employer as a cheat, and punningly refers to him as a “Heep of infamy.” For 10 points, name this man who is always waiting for something to turn up, a character in Charles Dickens’ David Copperfield.
ANSWER: Mr. Wilkins Micawber [accept either]

15. One character in this work compares another character to Daedalus in his ability to make things move. That character later quotes a poem of Stasinus which states that “where there is fear there is also reverence.” This work’s central subject is compared to the tending of animals, and the difference between carrying and being carried is also discussed. The title character of this work has come to the porch of the king archon in order to lay murder charges against his father, where he agrees to help Socrates fight the charges of Meletus. For 10 points, name this Platonic dialogue whose namesake dilemma asks whether the pious is loved by the gods because it is pious, or pious because it is loved by the gods.

ANSWER: Euthyphro
16. A character in one of this author’s poems claims that “it is this backward motion toward the source, against the stream, that most we see ourselves in” while discussing the titular waterway. In another poem, this author compares the two titular ways in which the world might end. In another of his poems, the speaker boasts of having “outwalked the furthest city light.” Aside from “West-Running Brook,” “Fire and Ice,” and “Acquainted with the Night,” he wrote a poem in which a husband and wife argue about the death of their child and one in which Mary and Warren argue about the titular employee, Silas. For 10 points, name this poet of “Home Burial” and “The Death of the Hired Man,” who also wrote “Mending Wall.”

ANSWER: Robert Frost
17. In one play by this author, three characters in large urns talk deliver rapid-fire monologues about a love affair. In another, the only part of the stage which is illuminated is the mouth of a character who describes events from her life. In one play, he wrote about two legless characters who live in trash cans, Nagg and Nell, who are the parents of the blind old man Hamm. Another character created by this author is addicted to bananas and listens to recordings of himself on his sixth-ninth birthday. His most famous work sees Pozzo command his slave Lucky to dance in order to entertain Vladimir and Estragon. For 10 points, name this Irish playwright of Endgame, Krapp’s Last Tape, and Waiting for Godot.
ANSWER: Samuel Beckett
18. One author of this first and last name wrote a novel in which Denise Crowder is murdered after meeting Daniel Fielding at the Frankfurt Book Fair. In addition to Adultery, that author also wrote an epistolary novel in which the title character corresponds with her sister Nora, who is a radio soap opera star; that novel is entitled Clara Callan. Another author of this first and last name is not Albert Camus, although he wrote an existentialist novel entitled The Outsider. That author also wrote a collection including stories such as “Bright and Morning Star” and “The Ethics of Living Jim Crow,” as well as a novel about Mary Dalton’s murderer, Bigger Thomas. For 10 points, give this first and last name shared by a Giller Prize-winning Canadian novelist and the American author of Uncle Tom’s Children and Native Son.
ANSWER: Richard Wright
19. In one of this author’s short stories, a group of pretzel-makers threaten Tanya after she is seduced by a soldier. He also wrote a poem in which “the seagulls groan before the storm” but the titular bird is unafraid of the storm, which symbolizes revolution. In addition to “The Song of the Stormy Petrel” and “Twenty-Six Men and a Girl,” he wrote a play set during a cholera epidemic which centres on Protassoff and Lisa, Children of the Sun. Another of his plays is set in a boarding-house run by Kostilyoff. For 10 points, name this founder of socialist realism who wrote The Lower Depths.
ANSWER: Maxim Gorky
20. Insects mentioned in this poem include “the cricket on the hearth” and “the bee with honeyed thigh that at her flowery work doth sing.”The speaker invokes a goddess whom “bright-haired Vesta long of yore, to solitary Saturn bore,” and concludes by telling her, “I with thee will choose to live.” It begins, “Hence vain deluding joys, the brood of folly without father bred,” and later instructs the reader to “hail divinest Melancholy.” For 10 points, name this melancholic poem by John Milton, the companion piece to “L’Allegro.”

ANSWER: “Il Penseroso”

TB. This author described “each rifleshot hammerstroke” as “another notch in the silence” in the title poem of his most recent poetry collection, Typewriter Music. He wrote about Jim Saddler, who sees his friend Clancy killed during World War I, in the novel Fly Away Peter. He created Digger Keen and Vic Curran, who were both imprisoned by the Japanese during World War II, in his novel The Great World. In his most famous novel, the lives of Lachlan Beattie and his cousins Janet and Meg are affected when the McIvor family takes in Gemmy Fairley, an Englishman who is stranded in Australia. For 10 points, name this Australian author of Remembering Babylon.
ANSWER: David Malouf
