MELD 2010: Not Waving but Drowning
Packet 7, by Will Nediger

1. The speaker of one poem by this author states, “They send me to eat in the kitchen, when company comes.” The speaker of another of his poems says, “I like a pipe for a Christmas present, or records – Bessie, bop, or Bach.” Aside from “I, Too” and “Theme for English B,” he wrote a poem which asks “Does it dry up like a raisin in the sun?,” referring to a dream deferred. He also wrote about the Euphrates, the Congo, and other rivers in “The Negro Speaks of Rivers.” For 10 points, name this Harlem Renaissance poet who wrote The Weary Blues.
ANSWER: Langston Hughes
2. In one novel by this author, the title character is bribed not to treat César Vallejo, who is unable to stop hiccupping. One collection by this man includes a poem that notes that “when it left, death didn’t even close our eyes,” entitled “Godzilla in Mexico.” In addition to writing Monsieur Pain and The Romantic Dogs, he wrote about Father Urrutia’s deathbed confession in his novel By Night in Chile. In Amulet, he wrote about Auxilio Lacouture, a poet who first appeared in a novel about the search for Cesárea Tinajero, The Savage Detectives. For 10 points, name this Chilean author of 2666, many of whose works feature his alter ego, Arturo Belano.
ANSWER: Roberto Bolaño
3. One author of this surname wrote a short story about a man named Denton awaiting his death at the hands of three men and a machine. That author of this surname recently suggested that euthanasia booths should be placed on street corners, and his most recent novel is The Pregnant Widow. Another author of this surname won the Booker Prize for The Old Devils but is better known for a novel in which James Dixon becomes Gore-Urquhart’s private secretary. That author is the father of the author of London Fields and Time’s Arrow. For 10 points, give this surname shared by the author of Money, Martin, and the author of Lucky Jim, Kingsley.
ANSWER: Amis
4. A minor character in this novel claims to have killed Hitler by blowing pepper into his eyes and stabbing him. Other characters include a female midget who turns into a four-headed spirit while dancing with the protagonist, and a blind old man who can see when he wants to. Another character is a bar owner who joins the Party of the Rich and becomes fatter the richer she gets, Madame Koto. The protagonist’s father, a boxer who defeats Yellow Jaguar and Green Leopard, tells him the story of a giant with a voracious appetite whose stomach becomes the title path. The protagonist decides to stay in the world of the living despite being constantly beckoned to return to the spirit world. For 10 points, name this novel about the abiku Azaro by Ben Okri.
ANSWER: The Famished Road
5. This novel features a character who becomes an expert on the South American mob scene after a cycling accident, as well as one who works for Larousse eliminating obsolete words from their dictionaries. At one point in this novel, James Sherwood is tricked into buying what he thinks is the vase in which Joseph of Arimathea gathered the blood of Christ. Characters involved with the protagonist’s quest include his servant Smautf, the painter Valène, and Gaspard Winckler, all of whom are residents of 11 Rue Simon-Crubellier. This novel follows Bartlebooth’s quixotic quest involving five hundred jigsaw puzzles, and was published nine years after its author’s lipogrammatic novel, La Disparition. For 10 points, name this magnum opus of Georges Perec.

ANSWER: Life: A User’s Manual [or La vie mode d’emploi]

6. One character in this story reminisces about her son Dan, who was adept at hunting partridges and squirrels. Another character in this story is a “plodding, dilatory, provoking creature” named Mistress Moolly. The protagonist of this story watches a toad while a guest of her grandmother, Mrs. Tilley, tells of his quest to find the titular creature. In this story’s second section, Sylvia climbs the tallest tree in the woods to observe the titular bird’s nest, but refuses to cause its death by telling a hunter its location. For 10 points, name this 1886 short story by Sarah Orne Jewett.

ANSWER: “A White Heron”

7. This work notes that “love possesses not nor would it be possessed, for love is sufficient unto love.” It describes beauty as “eternity gazing at itself in the mirror” and pain as “the breaking of the shell that encloses your understanding.” Its other sections deal with such subjects as “Buying and Selling,” “Joy and Sorrow,” and “Good and Evil.” It opens with the arrival of a ship, and ends by noting “There are no graves here” after the seeress Almitra blesses the day. It consists of dialogues between the people of Orphalese and the title character, al-Mustafa. For 10 points, name this book of twenty-six poetic essays by Khalil Gibran.

ANSWER: The Prophet
8. One author from this country wrote two novels about a character whose last name means “hairy foot,” entitled The Adventurer and The Wanderer. That author, Mika Waltari, also wrote a massive historical novel called The Egyptian. This country’s national anthem derives from the beginning of The Tales of Ensign Stål, an epic poem by Johan Ludvig Runeberg. Timo and Simeoni are among the title characters in what is often considered this country’s first novel, Aleksis Kivi’s Seven Brothers. One author from this country depicted agrarian life in works such as The Maid Silja and Meek Heritage. For 10 points, name this country home to the Nobel-winning Frans Eemil Sillanpää as well as Elias Lönnrot, the compiler of the Kalevala.
ANSWER: Finland [or Suomi]

9. Some scholars believe that the extremely brief fourth chapter of this work implies that the protagonist is sexually abused by a Mercedarian friar. The protagonist’s stepfather Zayde has boiling fat poured over his ribs when it is discovered that he is a thief. A chaplain and a seller of indulgences are among the masters to whom this work’s protagonist is apprenticed. That protagonist drills a hole in the bottom of a wine jug to avoid starving to death while apprenticed to a miserly blind beggar, but he ends up working for the Archpriest of San Salvador, whose lover he marries. For 10 points, name this anonymously-published sixteenth-century Spanish novel, considered to be the first picaresque novel.

ANSWER: The Life of Lazarillo de Tormes and of His Fortunes and Adversities [or La Vida de Lazarillo de Tormes y de Sus Fortunas y Adversidades]

10. This author’s translations of Wang Wei, Du Fu, and Li Po were collected in the book Three Chinese Poets. His own poetic output includes a poem which begins, “Some men like Jack and some like Jill, I’m glad I like them both.” That poem, “Dubious,” appeared in his first poetry collection, Mappings. A translation by Charles Johnston inspired his novel in verse set in Francisco. He also wrote an epically long novel set in Nehru’s India which follows Rupa Mehra’s search for a husband for her daughter Lata. For 10 points, name this author of The Golden Gate and A Suitable Boy.
ANSWER: Vikram Seth
11. This character asks “You would prefer sand?” after another character tells Una Pringle that she “would not want marriage with stone.” One of this character’s companions has a deformed sister who once pushed him out of an open window. Another of his companions writes a poem beginning, “When they had opened us with knives, they took out our hearts,” entitled “Childhood.” Those companions are Palfreyman and Frank Le Mesurier, respectively. This character stays with the Sandersons at Hunter Valley and Boyles at Darling Downs before embarking on a journey backed by Edmund Bonner, the uncle of a woman who adopts Rose Portion’s orphaned child, Laura Trevelyan. For 10 points, name this German who travels across Australia in a novel by Patrick White.

ANSWER: Johann Ulrich Voss
12. Three of the sections of this work are followed by epigrammatic “workpoints,” including a series of “character-squeezes” describing Teresa di Petromonti as a “farded Berenice” and Fuad El Said as a “black moon-pearl.” Its third section climaxes with a confrontation between Narouz and Nessim, while the climax of its first section is the supposed death of Capodistria during a duck-shoot on Lake Mareotis. The title character of its first section is the subject of Arnauti’s novel Moeurs and is a lover of the narrator of much of this work, L.G. Darley, like the title character of its last section, Clea. For 10 points, name this series also including the novels Justine, Balthasar, and Mountolive, a novel cycle by Lawrence Durrell taking place in the title city.
ANSWER: The Alexandria Quartet
13. In one story by this author, the narrator gets drunk while babysitting in order to forget about being dumped by Martin Collingwood. That story appears in a collection whose title story sees a group of mentally disabled children play at a piano recital. The mathematician Sofia Kovalevsky is the subject of the title story in her most recent collection, Too Much Happiness. She is better known for a short story cycle in which Del Jordan tells of her life in the town of Jubilee and the story “The Bear Came over the Mountain,” which was adapted by Sarah Polley into the film Away from Her. For 10 points, name this Canadian writer of such short story collections as Runaway, Dance of the Happy Shades, and Lives of Girls and Women.
ANSWER: Alice Munro
14. Hilarious scenes in this novel include Agatha Runcible drunkenly attempting to drive a race car, and Colonel Blount’s conversation with the protagonist at Doubting Hall. The protagonist is owed a large sum of money by a Major who can never remember to pay him back because he is always drunk. The protagonist of this novel is fired from the Daily Excess after inventing characters such as the Italian nobleman Count Cincinnati to include in his gossip column, “Mr. Chatterbox.” Adam Fenwick-Symes’s love affair with Nina is the subject of, for 10 points, what Evelyn Waugh novel which satirized the Bright Young People?

ANSWER: Vile Bodies
15. Stories in this collection include one in which the narrator describes his childhood crush Linda, who dies of brain cancer, and one in which Elroy Berdahl shelters the protagonist in the Tip Top Lodge. One minor character in this work is Dave Jensen, who sings “Lemon Tree” while cleaning the remains of Curt Lemon out of a tree. In another story in this collection, Azar helps the narrator get revenge on Bobby Jorgenson, the replacement for the medic Rat Kiley, who had earlier shot himself in the foot. The protagonist of the title story blames his infatuation with Martha for Ted Lavender’s death; that character is Lieutenant Jimmy Cross. For 10 points, “The Man I Killed” and “How to Tell a True War Story” are included in what short story collection about a group of soldiers in the Vietnam War by Tim O’Brien?

ANSWER: The Things They Carried
16. This author’s only play is about a Greek scientist who invents the steam engine, the printing press, and gunpowder. He described the painter Samuel Mountjoy’s imprisonment in a POW camp in the novel Free Fall. Close Quarters and Fire Down Below form a trilogy with a novel about Edmund Talbot’s trip to Australia, Rites of Passage. He wrote about the destruction of the Neanderthals by Homo sapiens in The Inheritors. In his best known work, Simon is killed when he is mistaken for the beast by a tribe led by Jack, who later steals Piggy’s glasses to make a fire. For 10 points, name this author of Lord of the Flies.
ANSWER: William Golding
17. A literary academy of this name was founded in 1690 by Giovanni Vincenzo Gravina, among others. It is the name of Tom Crane’s ship in T.C. Boyle’s World’s End, as well as the title of a poem about the lovelorn Sincero by Jacopo Sannazaro. It is also the name of a long work by Sir Philip Sidney sometimes named after the Countess of Pembroke. A play of this title includes the character Hannah Jarvis, the author of a book about Lord Byron’s mistress, Lady Caroline Lamb. For 10 points, name this word which titles a play about Septimus Hodge and Thomasina Coverley by Tom Stoppard.
ANSWER: Arcadia
18. One character in this story watches starlings flying across the lawn shortly after saying of the title character, “His enemies called for peace, but he brought them death.” That character believes a ritual involving nutmeg is responsible for the toothache suffered by another character, who also forbids him from eating toast, because the making of it gives trouble. The protagonist keeps a Houdan hen, which he decides is an Anabaptist, in addition to the title creature. For 10 points, name this Saki short story in which Mrs. de Ropp is killed by a polecat-ferret which is worshipped as a god by Conradin.

ANSWER: “Sredni Vashtar”

19. This author wrote about Gianni Agnelli’s face being replaced by that of Antonio Berardi in the play About Face. He wrote a play whose title character, who was portrayed by his wife Franca Rame in the original run, suspects that Shakespeare created Hamlet as a parody of her. That play is entitled Elizabeth: Almost by Chance a Woman. One of his plays sees Antonia pretend to celebrate the Festival of Saint Eulalia in order to cover up the fact that she stole food from a supermarket. In addition to We Won’t Pay! We Won’t Pay!, he wrote a play in which the Maniac impersonates a judge during the investigation of the title character’s plunge from a fourth-floor window. For 10 points, name this Italian playwright of Accidental Death of an Anarchist.
ANSWER: Dario Fo
20. At one point, this character tries to catch a pigeon with a lacrosse stick while on the roof of an infirmary at Steering School. In a climactic scene, a car accident causes his wife to bite off part of her lover Michael Milton’s penis. His writings include a work whose title character is Bensenhaver, as well as a short story in which a unicycle-riding bear stays at the title location, “The Pension Grillparzer.” This character is named after a ball turret gunner who is raped by the author of A Sexual Suspect, Jenny Fields. He is murdered by Pooh Percy, a member of the Ellen Jamesians, who cut out their tongues in solidarity with a rape victim. For 10 points, name this character whose “world” is the subject of a bildungsroman by John Irving.
ANSWER: T.S. Garp
TB. A subplot in this novel involves a letter written to the title character’s uncle, the Vidame de Chartres, whom Catherine de Medici suspects is in love with the Dauphine. The title character joins a convent at the end of this novel, obeying the wishes of her suitor, who dies shortly after she confesses her love of the Duc de Nemours. This novel, which is set in the court of Henry II of France, is often considered the first French psychological novel. For 10 points, name this anonymously published 1678 novel, attributed to Madame de La Fayette.

ANSWER: The Princess of Clèves [or La Princesse de Clèves]

