MELD 2010: Not Waving but Drowning
Packet 10 (finals), by Will Nediger

1. In the pamphlet Napoléon le Petit, Victor Hugo wrote that if you get a hundred million people to claim that this statement is true, “you will not have advanced a step.” The narrator of Notes from Underground says that this statement “is sometimes a very charming thing,” while a statement contradicting it “is a pert coxcomb who stands with arms akimbo barring your path and spitting.” In another novel, O’Brien tortures another character into accepting the truth of this statement in Room 101. For 10 points, name this mathematical statement which Winston Smith eventually convinces himself is true in Nineteen Eighty-Four.
ANSWER: 2 + 2 = 5 [accept equivalents]

2. This author wrote a novella in which he likened T’kama’s love for a castaway from Vasco da Gama’s crew to the love of a certain mythological giant for the nymph Tethys. In addition to The First Life of Adamastor, he wrote a massive work about Thomas Landman’s attempt to assassinate his nation’s president, An Act of Terror. Galant kills a member of the van der Merwe family in his novel about an 1825 slave revolt outside of Cape Town, A Chain of Voices. He is best known for a novel which sees the murder of the janitor Gordon Ngubene inspire Ben Du Toit to fight the Special Branch. For 10 points, name this South African author of A Dry White Season.
ANSWER: André Brink
3. At one point, the author of this work relates a story ending with the President of a college at Cambridge saying, “Oh, those are mathematicians! We never talk to them.” It also quotes a scientist who described Yeats, Pound and Wyndham Lewis as “not only politically silly, but politically wicked,” as well as quoting G.H. Hardy’s remark that Rutherford and Eddington are no longer considered intellectuals. This work argues that asking someone to describe the second law of thermodynamics is the scientific equivalent of asking someone if they’ve read Shakespeare. For 10 points, name this lecture by C.P. Snow about the gap between the sciences and the humanities.
ANSWER: “The Two Cultures” [accept “The Two Cultures and the Scientific Revolution”]

4. Georg Büchner is thought to have written a play about this man, which is now lost because his fiancée destroyed it due to its obscenity. In Thomas Nashe’s The Unfortunate Traveller, Jack and Diamante are released from prison thanks to this man. His comedies include a play in which Messer Maco learns the art of flattery, a parody of Castiglione called La cortigiana. He satirized Pope Leo X in “The Last Will and Testament of the Elephant Hanno,” but he is better known for his letters, which earned him the nickname “scourge of princes.” For 10 points, name this friend of Titian, a rather pornographic sixteenth-century Italian satirist.
ANSWER: Pietro Aretino
5. This author discussed how the two title concepts are combined in his novels in his essay “The Difference Between History and Romance.” He wrote a dialogue on the rights of women called Alcuin, and his first novel, entitled The Sky-Walk, is now lost. He wrote an epistolary novel dealing with Edward Hartley’s love for the title woman, Clara Howard. Another novel follows a sleepwalker who accuses Clithero of murdering Waldegrave and is entitled Edgar Huntly. More famous novels by this man include one in which the title character is swindled by Thomas Welbeck in yellow fever-infested Philadelphia and one in which Theodore kills his wife because of Carwin the Biloquist’s command. For 10 points, name this writer of Arthur Mervyn and Wieland.

ANSWER: Charles Brockden Brown
6. This author wrote a novella about the transformation of Guillaume of Touron and one about the death of an aging lecturer on Russian Jewry. Those novellas, Crusade and Late Love, were published together as Unto Death. The breakdown of Alex Gideon and Ilana Brandstatter’s marriage is the subject of his novel Black Box. The Jerusalem native Hannah Gonen tells of her marriage to the titular character of this author’s novel My Michael. In the essay “Between Right and Right,” he characterized the Israel-Palestine conflict as a real estate dispute; that essay was included in the collection How to Cure a Fanatic. For 10 points, name this Israeli author who is frequently a front-runner for the Nobel Prize in Literature.

ANSWER: Amos Oz [or Amos Klausner]

7. A woman visits a cemetery to find that her husband’s grave has been replaced by another man’s grave in this collection’s story “Let the Old Dead Make Room for the Young Dead.” In another story in this collection, Nurse Alzhbeta performs a feigned striptease for a doctor, who also appears in the following story, “Dr. Havel After Ten Years.” A woman pretends to be a hitchhiker so her boyfriend can pick her up in the first story in this collection, “The Hitchhiking Game.” For 10 points, name this short story collection by Milan Kundera.

ANSWER: Laughable Loves [or Směšné lásky]

8. The speaker of a Stevie Smith poem states that he “lived at the bottom of a hill … and had a cat named Flo”; that poem is entitled “Thoughts about” this man. A librarian in Nabokov’s short story “The Vane Sisters” is named after him, as is an alias used by Clare Quilty to check into a hotel in Lolita. In Confessions of an English Opium Eater, Thomas de Quincey suggested that his true identity was Dr. P. Aaron Potter, who was the personal physician to Samuel Taylor Coleridge, who noted that this man caused his vision to pass away “like the images on the surface of a stream into which a stone has been cast.” For 10 points, name this man who famously interrupted the composition of Coleridge’s poem “Kubla Khan.”
ANSWER: person from Porlock [accept pretty much anything which mentions “Porlock”]

9. Characters created by this author include the blackmailing servant Juliana and her employer Luiza, who has an affair with the title character of a work often compared to Madame Bovary, entitled Cousin Basilio. He wrote about Amélia, who dies from an abortion after being impregnated by the title priest, in The Crime of Father Amaro. In another work, he wrote about the love affair between Maria Eduardo and Carlos, a member of the title family. For 10 points, name this author of The Maias, often considered to be the greatest Portuguese realist writer.
ANSWER: José Maria de Eça de Queiroz
10. This author detailed the affair between two physicists named Alice and Jove in the novel Gut Symmetries. The narrator’s relationship with the beautiful but cancer-afflicted Louise is detailed in her novel Written on the Body. Another novel by this author focuses on the love between Henri, the personal cook to Napoleon, and Villanelle, the web-footed daughter of a Venetian boatman. Aside from writing The Passion, she described the journey of the Dog Woman in Sexing the Cherry. She is best known for a semi-autobiographical bildungsroman about a lesbian orphan who is adopted by evangelists. For 10 points, name this British author of Oranges Are Not the Only Fruit.
ANSWER: Jeanette Winterson
11. This author wrote “there are words to whisper by a loose brick” and “there’s a way around, over, or through” in her poem “Where There’s a Wall.” Her poetry collections include The Splintered Moon and Jericho Road, but her best known poem is perhaps “What Do I Remember of the Evacuation?” In 2005, she published Emily Kato, a rewriting of her novel Itsuka, which was a sequel to her most famous work. The protagonist of that work reconstructs her childhood from letters sent to her by her aunt Emily while she is caring for the title character, her aunt Aya. For 10 points, name this Japanese-Canadian author who wrote Obasan.
ANSWER: Joy Kogawa
12. In one poem in this collection, the speaker sees the planet Venus as an “oriental queen” and addresses her as “fair-haired queen.” The final section of this work includes sonnets about Walt Whitman and Leconte de Lisle. It opens with a series of short stories, including one about a poet who is charged with the task of grinding out tunes on a music box, “The Bourgeois King.” This work’s section “The Lyric Year” opens with one poem for each of the four seasons, including “Primaveral” and “Estival.” It was its author’s first book of poetry, published seventeen years before the poem “To Roosevelt.” For 10 points, name this seminal work of modernismo by Rubén Darío.
ANSWER: Azul… [or Blue…]

13. The final story in this collection sees the engineer d’Arrast attempt to help a sailor carry the titular object to a church. In addition to “The Growing Stone,” it includes a story about a cooper named Yvars, “The Silent Men.” In another story in this collection, Janine sneaks away from her husband Marcel in the middle of the night to visit a fort. Although Janine does not actually commit adultery, that story is entitled “The Adulterous Woman.” Balducci commands the schoolteacher Daru to take an Arab prisoner to a jail in Tinguit in the most famous story in this collection, “The Guest.” For 10 points, name this collection of six short stories by Albert Camus.

ANSWER: Exile and the Kingdom [L’Exil et le Royaume]

14. In one of the works in which this character appears, Consuela Castillo asks him to take nude photographs of her before she undergoes a mastectomy. In another work, he teaches a course which relates erotic literature to his own sexual experiences with characters such as Brigitta and Elizabeth. He also narrates a work which ends with Rilke’s poem “Archaic Torso of Apollo,” in which a wish he makes while at the beach with his girlfriend Claire comes true. In that work, he becomes a 155-pound version of the titular body part. For 10 points, name this professor who is the protagonist of The Dying Animal, The Professor of Desire, and The Breast, a creation of Philip Roth.
ANSWER: David Kepesh [accept either]
15. Yoko Kawashima Watkins wrote a novel entitled So Far From [this kind of] Grove. Some of Masaoka Shiki’s haiku are collected in a book entitled Songs from [this kind of] Village. The title of Jay Rubin’s translation of Akutagawa’s story “In a Grove” contains the name of this plant, as it takes place in a grove of this plant. In one story with this plant in its title, Taketori gives impossible tasks to the suitors of the central figure. That story ends after Princess Kaguya returns to the moon, and is considered the oldest Japanese folktale. For 10 points, name this fast-growing plant, a cutter of which gives his name to the aforementioned folktale.

ANSWER: bamboo
16. Near the end of this essay, its author asks “Since you don’t know what Fascism is, how can you struggle against Fascism?” Near the beginning, its author quotes Harold Laski’s Essay in Freedom of Expression and Lancelot Hogben’s Interglossia. This work suggests that “the German, Russian and Italian languages have all deteriorated in the last ten or fifteen years, as a result of dictatorship.” It includes a verse from Ecclesiastes translated into “modern English of the worst sort,” and deplores the use of “dying metaphors” such as the hammer and the anvil. For 10 points, name this essay by George Orwell which links the first title entity to the decline of the second title entity.
ANSWER: “Politics and the English Language”

17. A character named Goat frees the victims of an Indian trap in this work, leaving only Salome, the stepmother of one of the primary characters. Little Harp is killed by an another of the primary characters shortly thereafter. That character wears berry juice on his face as a disguise, and kidnaps Clement Musgrove’s daughter after forcing her to strip. He also outwits Mike Fink at the beginning of this work. The Natchez Trace is the setting for much of this work, which sees Rosamund fall in love with Jamie Lockhart. For 10 points, name this Eudora Welty novella based on the Grimm fairy tale of the same name.

ANSWER: The Robber Bridegroom
18. This author wrote of Matthias Grünewald and George Stellar in his poetry collection After Nature. He wrote of the Allied bombing of Germany in his posthumously published essay collection, On the Natural History of Destruction. Franz Kafka’s journey from Prague to Riva is recounted in his novel Vertigo, and he wrote of the travels of Thomas Browne’s skull in The Rings of Saturn. Another of his novels has sections titled after Dr. Henry Selwyn and Paul Bereyter, and, like many of his works, is interspersed with black-and-white photographs. For 10 points, name this author of The Emigrants and Austerlitz.

ANSWER: Winifred George Sebald
19. As a student, the protagonist of this novel is nicknamed “Slob” and “Jelly-Belly.” Peter Boone is shot by the protagonist in a rage over an affair with Virginia Maunciple, although it was actually Dr. Obispo who had seduced her. It opens with the arrival of Jeremy Pordage, who is hired by the protagonist to catalog the papers of Charles Hauberk, whose extreme longevity is due to his diet of carp intestines. Following the millionaire Jo Stoyte’s quest for eternal life, for 10 points, what is this Aldous Huxley novel whose title is taken from Tennyson’s poem “Tithonus”?

ANSWER: After Many a Summer Dies the Swan
20. This poet wrote, “God be thanked for the Milky Way that runs across the sky” in the poem “Main Street.” He commemorated the First Battalion of the 42nd Division in the poem “Rouge Bouquet,” which was written shortly before his death from a sniper’s bullet in 1918. His most famous poem discusses an object “upon whose bosom snow has lain; who intimately lives with rain.” That poem was parodied in Ogden Nash’s “Song of the Open Road,” which notes that “I think that I shall never see a billboard lovely as a tree.” For 10 points, name this poet who wrote that “poems are made by fools like me, but only God can make” one of the titular plants in “Trees.”

ANSWER: Joyce Kilmer
TB. The narrator of this story is unable to write the Chinese character for “aniseed” when confronted by a patron of the tavern in which he works as a potboy. The title character of this story claims that his broken legs are the result of a fall, not the result of stealing from Mr. Ding, and he also claims that for a scholar, taking books shouldn’t be considered stealing. That character’s nickname derives from the first three characters in a children’s copybook. Coming after “Diary of a Madman” in Lu Xun’s collection Call to Arms, for 10 points, what is this short story about a student who has never passed the imperial examinations?
ANSWER: “Kong Yiji”

