MELD 2010: Not Waving but Drowning
Packet 1, by Will Nediger

1. One character in this novel is a lawyer who develops a system of classification for tattoos, Tiny Ewell. Other characters include one nicknamed the Prettiest Girl of All Time, who hosts a radio show under the name Madame Psychosis. Many sections of this novel consist of conversations between the cross-dresser Steeply and the quadruple agent Remy Marathe, who is a member of a terrorist group which doesn’t want the Great Concavity to be part of Canada. A filmmaker who commits suicide by putting his head in a microwave is the father of the protagonist, who, like John “No Relation” Wayne and Michael Pemulis, is a student at the Enfield Tennis Academy. Taking place largely in the Year of the Depend Adult Undergarment, for 10 points, what is this novel by David Foster Wallace?
ANSWER: Infinite Jest
2. Andrei Bely wrote an essay on “Rhythm as Dialectic in” this poem, which also plays an important role in his novel Petersburg. Its introduction praises the “harmonies austere” and “transparent twilight darkling” of the city in which it is set. Part I of this poem opens by describing how the River Neva “tossed in restless rise and fall” during a storm which destroys the home of Parasha, the protagonist’s lover. Anger leads Yevgeny to curse the title object, which comes alive and chases him through the streets of St. Petersburg. For 10 points, name this poem by Alexander Pushkin whose title object is an equestrian statue of Peter the Great.
ANSWER: “The Bronze Horseman: A Petersburg Tale” [or “Mednyi Vsadnik”]

3. The last stanzas of this poem are a meditation on death, with the speaker stating that “the soul, doubtless, is immortal – where a soul can be discerned” and exclaiming “Dust and ashes!” shortly before complaining, “I feel chilly and grown old.” Earlier, the speaker of this poem envisions “Shylock’s bridge” and “Saint Mark’s … where the Doges used to wed the sea with rings,” even though he was “never out of England.” This poem’s seventh stanza describes “those lesser thirds so plaintive, sixths diminished, sigh on sigh.” For 10 points, name this Robert Browning poem in which a pianist is transported to eighteenth-century Venice while playing the titular musical composition.
ANSWER: “A Toccata of Galuppi’s”

4. In 2008, this award was won by Atiq Rahimi’s novel Stone of Patience. In 1992, it was given to a novel written partially in Creole, entitled Texaco. In 2006, Jonathan Littell won both the Grand Prix du Roman and this award for his novel The Kindly Ones. An award named for Théophraste Renaudot is presented on the same day as this award, and in 1932 that award was given to a book which controversially failed to win this award, Journey to the End of the Night. Other novels to win this award include Under Fire, Man’s Fate, and Within a Budding Grove, the second volume of In Search of Lost Time. For 10 points, name this major French literary award which was first presented in 1903.
ANSWER: Prix Goncourt
5. The closing stanza of this poem notes that “at the flaming forge of life our fortunes must be wrought.” This poem’s title character rejoices when he hears his daughter singing in a choir, because it reminds him of “her mother’s voice, singing in Paradise.” That character “looks the whole world in the face, for he owes not any man,” and is described as having muscles “as strong as iron bands” and “large and sinewy hands.” This poem also notes that children like to observe the title character, because “they love to see the flaming forge and hear the bellows roar.” For 10 points, name this poem by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow about a man who works “under a spreading chestnut tree.”

ANSWER: “The Village Blacksmith”

6. Minor characters in this novel include Madame de Trezac and the portrait painter Claud Walsingham Popple. Clare Van Degen refuses to divorce her husband Peter so he can marry the protagonist, despite being in love with her cousin. The protagonist of this novel blackmails her second husband in order to get her marriage annulled, but he conveniently commits suicide, allowing her to marry Raymond de Chelle. She soon tires of Raymond, and marries Elmer Moffatt, whom she had also been married to before meeting Ralph Marvell. For 10 points, name this Edith Wharton novel about Undine Spragg.

ANSWER: The Custom of the Country
7. This character responds “Not madness, war” when his father-in-law exclaims “This is madness!” in response to a coup led by this character. He character is said to have wept in his mother’s womb, which is why he is born with his eyes open. He fathers seventeen sons who all have the same name as him and who are all assassinated by being shot in the forehead. During his last years, he spends most of his time carving small gold fish. The first sentence of the novel in which he appears describes his memory of how his father, José Arcadio, took him to discover ice. For 10 points, name this first person born in Macondo, a colonel and member of the Buendía family in Gabriel García Márquez’s One Hundred Years of Solitude.
ANSWER: Colonel Aureliano Buendía

8. One of this man’s lesser-known works is an angry play about totalitarianism entitled One for the Road. He collaborated with Di Trevis on an adaption of Proust’s Remembrance of Things Past. At the end of his first play, Bert beats a blind man named Riley when he finds him with his wife, Rose. That play, The Room, bears many similarities to a later play which ends with one character proclaiming “I was the belle of the ball” and which sees Stanley attempt to rape Lulu. He also wrote a play about two hitmen, Ben and Gus, who receive instructions from the titular device. For 10 points, name this playwright of The Birthday Party and The Dumb Waiter.
ANSWER: Harold Pinter
9. In a short story by Donald Barthelme named after these, a hero named Gris Grue decides which ones are good and which ones are bad. In a short story by H.P. Lovecraft, Herbert West invents a way of creating them. One novel about them is structured as a series of oral interviews by an agent of the United Nations Postwar Commission. That novel was written by Max Brooks, who also wrote a “survival guide” named after them. In a recent novel co-authored by Seth Grahame-Smith, the main male character breaks up Jane and Bingley because he fears Jane is turning into one of them. For 10 points, name these beings which were recently featured in an adaptation of Pride and Prejudice.
ANSWER: zombies [accept logical equivalents]

10. One character in this play responds “Whores, by that rule, are precious” after the title character says that diamonds which have passed through the most jewelers’ hands are most precious. Julia, the wife of Castruchio, dies from a poisoned Bible. A character who believes he is a wolf, Ferdinand, says “Cover her face, mine eyes dazzle” upon viewing the corpse of his twin sister, the title character. At the end of this play, Antonio is accidentally killed by Bosola, who then murders the Cardinal. For 10 points, name this play about an Italian noblewoman by John Webster.

ANSWER: The Duchess of Malfi
11. This country is home to the author of the novels Chronicle of a Blood Merchant and Brothers. One work from this country is about a king whose lust for the goddess Nüwa leads to his downfall when he is bewitched by a fox spirit. Aside from The Investiture of the Gods, works from this country include the play The Circle of Chalk, which was the basis for Bertolt Brecht’s The Caucasian Chalk Circle. Other works from this country include The Scholars and the highly erotic The Plum in the Golden Vase. For 10 points, name this country whose literature includes Wu Chengen’s Journey to the West and Luo Guanzhong’s Romance of the Three Kingdoms.
ANSWER: People’s Republic of China [or Zhōngguó]

12. In one story in this collection, the Chief invents stories about the title character, a deformed superhero whose archnemesis is Marcel Dufarge. In another story, Selena Graff argues with Ginnie Mannox over a cab fare. Aside from “The Laughing Man” and “Just Before the War with the Eskimos,” it includes a story about Eloise’s love for the deceased Walt, “Uncle Wiggily in Connecticut,” and one about Sergeant X’s relationship with the title girl, “For Esmé – With Love and Squalor.” Seymour Glass shoots himself after a day at the beach in its most famous story, “A Perfect Day for Bananafish.” For 10 points, name this descriptively-titled short story collection by J.D. Salinger.

ANSWER: Nine Stories
13. One of this author’s novels is about a cottage frequented by such characters as a former manure-spreader who gets drunk four times a year and a former ship pilot named Captain Hogensen. He also wrote a novel about a collector of manuscripts named Arnas Arnaeus which was published in three parts, including The Bright Jewel and Fire in Copenhagen. In addition to The Fish Can Sing and Iceland’s Bell, he wrote a work dealing with the protagonist’s relationship with his daughter Asta after he is freed from his servitude to the Bailiff of Myri. For 10 points, name this Icelandic author of a novel about the sheep farmer Bjartur, Independent People.
ANSWER: Hálldor Laxness
14. At the end of this story, the protagonist quotes Flaubert’s remark that “The man is nothing, the work is everything” after the narrator praises his deductive skill. The protagonist of this story beats the pavement with his stick shortly after noticing the wornness of the knees of Vincent Spaulding’s trousers. One character in this story becomes suspicious after being asked by Duncan Ross to copy out the Encyclopaedia Britannica, and the protagonist discovers that that task is merely an excuse to keep that character out of his shop so that the antagonists can into a bank. For 10 points, name this Arthur Conan Doyle short story in which Jabez Wilson is ostensibly hired to work for the titular group because of his fiery red hair.

ANSWER: “The Red-Headed League”

15. One character in this novel has a dream in which she is held by a man with one arm. That character’s aunt begins every entry in her diary with the words “I love you I love you,” and her father is a former Imperial Entomologist who discovers a species of moth with unusually dense dorsal tufts. During a performance of The Sound of Music, the Orangedrink Lemondrink Man makes one of the protagonists masturbate him. Ammu is attracted to the titular figure, an Untouchable named Velutha who is blamed for the drowning death of Sophie Mol. For 10 points, name this novel which takes place in Ayemenem and follows a pair of fraternal twins, Estha and Rahel, a Booker Prize winner by Arundhati Roy.

ANSWER: The God of Small Things
16. In one short story, this character describes a cartoon in which he marries Or, the Queen of the Birds; that story, “The Origin of the Birds,” appears in the collection t zero. In another story, his lover deserts him for his great-uncle, who refuses to leave the ocean, and in another, he makes a bet with Dean about whether the Assyrians will invade Mesopotamia. Better known stories narrated by this character include one in which he uses hydrogen atoms as marbles and one in which he and his friends jump onto the Moon when it passes overhead, “The Distance of the Moon.” For 10 points, name this character who is as old as the universe and narrates all but two of the stories in Italo Calvino’s Cosmicomics.

ANSWER: Qfwfq [be lenient on pronunciation, obviously]

17. In one short story by this author, the Crane family destroyed the rose garden of Miss Strangeworth, who has been sending anonymous letters filled with gossip. In addition to “The Possibility of Evil,” she wrote a fictionalized memoir called Life Among the Savages. She also wrote a novel which sees Dr. Montague investigate supernatural occurrences in a mansion built by Hugh Crain. This author of The Haunting of Hill House is best known for a story in which Bill Hutchinson draws the black spot, leading his wife Tessie to be stoned to death by the townsfolk. For 10 points, name this author of “The Lottery.”

ANSWER: Shirley Jackson
18. One character in this novel refuses to wash her menstrual rags in the toilet because she doesn’t want to get it dirty. It begins with the death from mumps of Nhamo, the brother of the narrator, who does not mourn his death, in part because it allows her to attend a mission school and in part because he used to steal vegetables from her garden patch. Nyasha develops anorexia because of the conflict between Western and Rhodesian culture in this novel, which is narrated by Nyasha’s cousin Tambu. For 10 points, name this novel by the Zimbabwean author Tsitsi Dangarembga.

ANSWER: Nervous Conditions
19. Mustapha Matura wrote an adaptation of this play set in Trinidad. In this play’s second act, one character makes a toast to “pirates, preachers, poteen-makers, with the jobbing jockies.” Widow Quin tries to seduce this play’s title character on the request of Shawn Keogh, who is betrothed to another character. The title character of this play is nearly hanged after he attempts to kill his father for a second time by hitting him with a loy. At the end of this play, Pegeen laments having lost the title character, Christy Mahon. Causing a riot at its first performance due to the use of the word “shift,” for 10 points, what is this play by John Millington Synge?

ANSWER: The Playboy of the Western World
20. Roger Travis used psychoanalytic theory in his book entitled Allegory and the tragic chorus in [this play]. In Scene 3, the protagonist comments that “the immortal Gods alone have neither age nor death, and all other things almighty Time disquiets,” and later, he interprets a thunderstorm as a sign of his impending death. A character referred to only as “a stranger” remarks that the title location is known as “this earth’s Doorsill of Brass,” after he tells the protagonist that it is sacred to the Furies and demands that he leave along with his daughter, Antigone. For 10 points, name this play by Sophocles which forms a trilogy with Oedipus Rex and Antigone.

ANSWER: Oedipus at Colonus [or Oedipus Coloneus; or Oidipous epi Kolōnō]

TB. Donald Shively criticized Donald Keene’s dismissal of the “stylistic fripperies” of this author’s works. Andrew Gerstle wrote about convention in this man’s works in Circles of Fantasy, and translated several of his works, including Twins at the Sumida Festival and Tethered Steed and the Eight Provinces of Kanto. Kagekiyo Victorious was the first work he wrote for the chanter Gidayu. A dialogue between Bunzo and Oshu appears in The Courtesan on Buddha Plain, his most popular kabuki, but his best-known works are in the joruri genre, the predecessor of bunraku. For 10 points, The Battles of Coxinga and several plays about love suicides are among the works of what Japanese dramatist?
ANSWER: Chikamatsu Monzaemon [or Sugimori Nobumori]
