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1. A Vassily Aksyonov short story about Kirpichenko's love for a flight attendant is titled after doing this halfway. This action provides half of the title of a 1923 collection of poems by Richard Aldington, and in the title of a Svatopluk Cech novel later adapted into an opera by Janacek, Mr. Broucek performs this action. In Lucian of Samosata's A True History, this action is accomplished by the means of a magic whirlwind, and in his satirical poem "Ignatius His Conclave," Donne suggests that the Jesuits should do this, possibly with the aid of some "new Glasses." In a story by Italo Calvino, the Deaf One and Qfwfq perform this action every month, while Astolpho does this to retrieve Roland's lost reason in The Castle of Crossed Destinies. In The Surprising Adventures of Baron Munchausen, Munchausen performs this action twice, once in Chapter VI with Turkey-beans to retrieve a silver hatchet and again in Chapter XVIII when his ship is tossed by a whirlwind. In a Clifford Odets play, Mr. Prince urges Ben to do this with a rocket, and it was also done with the help of Impey Barbicane's calculations and a cannon called "the Columbiad" in a Jules Verne novel. For ten points, identify this action which involves visiting a nearby celestial body.

ANSWER: going to the moon [accept logical equivalents]

2. This technique was first proposed by Horace Babcock, and this technique allows systems to approach the Fried coherence limit. Fried and Greenwood also derived the bandwidth limit for systems that implement this technique, which can correct one Zernike mode per actuator. One operation necessary for performing this technique is accomplished through the use of the Shack-Hartmann procedure; that operation is wavefront sensing. This technique relies on the presence of a guide star as well as the object to be imaged and a fast-steering mirror which removes aberrations induced by the tilt. The use of this technique allows large mirrors to achieve diffraction-limited imaging. For ten points, identify this experimental technique which utilizes a deformable mirror to remove phase distortions induced by atmospheric turbulence. 

ANSWER: adaptive optics

3. A response to this document established the “principle of subsidiary function” in trying to find a “middle way”  and this document’s author was greatly influenced by the corporatist Fribourg Union and the teachings of Wilhelm von Ketteler. The 22nd section of this work notes that “a most strict account must be given to the Supreme Judge for all we possess,” and 59th section argues that mutual associations among Catholics are beneficial to the state. It mentions a “dictate of natural justice more imperious and ancient” than bargains between men and cites Thomas Aquinas’ On the Governance of Rulers to support notions of distributive justice. This religious document, issued just before the encyclical Inter innumeras, argues that socialists, who would “set aside the parent... act against natural justice and destroy the structure of the home,” but acknowledges that employers are obligated to pay a fair wage. Issued by a man known as the Workers’ Pope, for ten points, identify this encyclical concerned with the “rightful duties of capital and labor,” issued by Leo XIII.

ANSWER: Rerum Novarum or New Things

4. One of the provisions of this agreement would later be renegotiated in the Angell Treaty, and this treaty was negotiated when its namesake was sent back to his home nation as a good will ambassador. The fourth article of this treaty specified a mutual respect for cemeteries, and that article also specified that the citizens of both nations party to this treaty would be free from religious persecution. This treaty’s eighth article demanded that one signatory provide protections for engineers, but nevertheless disclaimed “intervention by one nation in the affairs... of another,” and disavowed any right to intervene in regard to the construction of railroads and other improvements. This treaty contained a provision providing one nation with most-favored-nation status, which led to fears of unlimited immigration from that country. For ten points, identify this 1868 treaty negotiated between the United States and China by its namesake.

ANSWER: Burlingame Treaty or the Treaty of Tientsin

5. John Martin’s Romantic version shows two rivers emptying into a canyon with radiant white angels in the background. The almoners of Antwerp commissioned a triptych on this theme by Barend van Orley, while a Romanesque depiction of it is on the west tympanum of the cathedral at Saint-Lazare and was created by Gislebertus. Lucas van Leyden’s version shows the gaping maw of a massive fish on the right wing, while another depiction shows Christ resting his feet on a golden globe as he sits on a rainbow. That version centrally shows St. Michael in the vestiments of a priest as he weighs two men and is the Beaune Altarpiece of Rogier van der Weyden. The most famous depiction of is believed to contain the artist’s self-portrait in the flayed skin held by Saint Bartholomew and earned complaints of indecency from Biagio da Cesena, since it depicts a group of nude figures in the sky. For 10 points, name this scene depicted on the western wall behind the altar of the Sistine Chapel. 

ANSWER: Last Judgment

6. P-glycoprotein upregulates these complexes to facilitate the proliferation of dendritic cells, and one of their protein constituents has been found to associate with and regulate multiple growth- and transcription-related proteins, such as PTEN and c-Jun. One protein that makes up these complexes also catalyzes telomere addition to the ends of chromosomes and is called TEP1. They can be mobilized along microtubules to associate with the nuclear envelope, giving credence to the theory that they may be involved in intracellular transport processes. Ninety-six copies of their major protein constituent self-assemble into a barrel-like structure, although these organelles can also open into an octahedral flower-like configuration. These organelles’ internal RNA molecules bind argonaute proteins and may mediate drug resistance in cancer cells. For 10 points, name these highly conserved cytoplasmic ribonucleoprotein organelles of 39-fold symmetry and uncertain function.

ANSWER: vaults [or vault organelles; or vault cytoplasmic ribonucleoprotein]

7. This writer received some exposure when some of his early works were included in Mary Wrinn's The Hollow Reed, and his only dramatic work is the verse play Shenandoah. In one story by this writer, Belmont returns to the titular country from Paris and listens to the story of the Baumann family, while another story opens with a nameless narrator who dreams that he is in a theater watching a Sunday afternoon in 1909. In addition to "America! America!" and "In Dreams Begin Responsibilities," this writer's other stories are collected in The World is a Wedding, and he chronicled the divorce of his parents in the poem Genesis. A quotation from Whitehead about "the withness of the body" prefaces his poem about a "heavy animal" with "a manifold of honey to smear his face," "The Heavy Bear Who Goes With Me," while "Reflected headlights slowly slid the wall," in the titular location of one of his poems entitled "In the naked bed, in Plato's cave."  The poet of works compiled in such collections as Vaudeville for a Princess and Summer Knowledge for ten points, identify this Jewish poet whose life was the basis for Saul Bellows' Humboldt's Gift, and to whom John Berryman dedicated his Dream Songs.

ANSWER: Delmore Schwartz

8. One part of this work was filmed with custom-made green filters intended to evoke thoughts of urine. One character in this work makes his last appearance when he watches the doctor Roman try to commit suicide by skiing off an embankment after discovering his impotency and encouraging his wife to take a lover. The former character was earlier seen navigating a boat to a shore where a girl debates opening a letter; that girl later weeps until she realizes her father had merely gone out for milk and then reveals how she had planned to seduce him. The first part closes with a man entering a church after he learns that his computer’s calculation about the weight threshold of ice has failed and that his son Pawel has drowned. Artur Barcis plays various anonymous characters in all but the last section, and a namesake housing project is a central location throughout this work. For 10 points, name this collection of one hour films based on the Commandments, a creation of Krzysztof Kieślowski. 

ANSWER: Decalogue or Dekalog [take Dekalog 5 during the first line]

9. At the end of this work, after searching for Tom Collins ingredients, the narrator notes that after an ounce of whisky he either gets violently sick or starts scanning the room for unbelievers, and a child in a photograph is later identified as Charlotte Mayhew. At the beginning of this story, the narrator is misidentified as Dickie Briganza, and at the end, the narrator takes a diary out of a laundry hamper, in which the diarist notes that he has been reading "a miscellany of Vedanta all day;" this occurs after guests such as the Lieutenant and Mrs. Silsburn leave the narrator's appartment. This story takes its title from a line from one of Sappho's bridal songs, and the titular phrase is later discovered by its narrator on a bathroom mirror as a message from his sister Boo Boo, who claims to outrank everyone on this block and who, like the narrator and his brother appeared on "It's a Wise Child." For ten points, identify this story in which Buddy attends a wedding that has to be called off because his brother doesn't show up to marry Muriel, and which is often published together with Seymour, an Introduction.

ANSWER: Raise High the Roof Beam, Carpenters

10. This agreement was signed under pressure from Sir Edward Wortley Montagu and Count Jacob Colijer, and a commercial component of this treaty included the formation of an "Eastern Company," for the purposes of trade in Trieste. In the war which preceded the signing of this agreement, one side had won naval victories at the battles of Cape Matapan and Cerigo, and that conflict was begun partly through the instigations of the Chief Black Eunuch. The territory ceded by one party to this treaty would be gained back by the Treaty of Belgrade; that territory included Belgrade itself, Temesvar, and Northern Wallachia. Following its entry into a war to prevent Venice from collapse, the Austrian won a decisive victory at Petrovaradin, in which Silahadar Pasha was killed, leading to the signing of this treaty. Reflecting the gains made by Austria under the leadership of Eugene of Savoy, for ten points, identify this July 1718 treaty signed between Austria and the Ottomans in the namesake Serbian town.

ANSWER: Peace of Passarowitz or Pozarevac

11. In a 1980 postscript to this work, its author claimed that he didn't want to get involved in definitional questions, citing the work of Paul Ziff and Morris Weitz in support of that decision. In a section on "The Analysis of Fictional Sentences," this work cites the Falsity theory and the descriptive theory of Russell, before explicating what he calls the "nonpredication theory," put forth by P.F. Strawson. Recalling how he once made up the expression "laminated government," in a class, the author of this work provides a chart which illustrates four theories of metaphors. The "performatory," "emotive," and "relativistic" theories are explicated in a late section of this work titled "The Nature of Critical Argument," while completeness and coherence are held to be the components of unity in another section, which provides examples such as Las Meninas and the third Brandenburg Concerto. This work is divided into 12 sections including "The Literary Work," "The Meaning of Music," and "Artistic Truth." Subtitled "Problems in the Philosophy of Criticism," for ten points, identify this magnum opus of Monroe Beardsley on the philosophy of art.

ANSWER: Aesthetics: Problems in the Philosophy of Criticism

12. A formula according to Bott gives a way of calculating these values on holomorphic vector spaces and the calculation of these values is used in the Mellin transform. The ability to calculate these values is necessary for performing an inverse Laplace transform, as knowing these values allows one to evaluate the Browich integral. If a function of z is expanded in a Laurent series around a point z-nought, then this value is given by the coefficient of the term “one over z minus z-nought,” and another definition of this quantity is given via the clockwise contour integral of the function around the non-removable singularity. For ten poitns, idetnify this value which is given by its namesake theorem when a complex-valued function is integrated around a contour that encloses a pole.

ANSWER: residues

13. Though frequently noted in the Anghani for his interest in poetry and stinginess to poets who praised other rulers, this man once allowed ibn Harma to indulge his love of wine. His insufficiently extreme religious views incited the assassination attempt of the messianic Rawandiya cult, and during his reign, the anti-Arab and pro-Persian Shu'ubiyya movement began. Also noted for being the first caliph to commission translations of the Sindhind and the Almagest into Arabic, this ruler earlier defeated the Zoroastrian revivalist movement of Sunbadh, whose rebellion was in response to this man’s murder of his ally from Khorasan, Abu Muslim. He came to power after the death of his brother al-Saffah and was noted for his hostility to Alids and Shiites. He was succeeded by his son al-Mahdi and he moved the capital of the caliphate to a city where the House of Wisdom would be built. For 10 points, name this ruler known for establishing the capital at Baghdad during his reign as the second caliph of the Abbasids. 

ANSWER: Abu Jafar al-Mansur

14. This character has sex in an attic with a Jewish orchestra director named Thomas whose Polish family members have all been exterminated. She attempts to induce a miscarriage by immersing herself in a scalding hot bath and jumping off a table after her abrupt marriage to a man who only takes her out of the house to attend “sundowners” with his friends from the Sports Club. Earlier in the book that concludes with her marriage to Douglas Knowell, she argues with her brother Jonathan about the political and social acceptability of two Jewish shopkeepers’ sons from whom she has always borrowed books, Solly and Joss Cohen. This character, who grows up on a farm in Africa, is annoyed by Mrs. Van Rensberg’s comparison of her to the more fashionable Marnie in a novel named for her that appears in a series along with books like Landlocked and A Proper Marriage. For 10 points, name this woman, the title character of the first novel in Doris Lessing’s Children of Violence series.

ANSWER: Martha Quest

15. The theme of the opening section of this composition revolves around a D-C sharp-B-A sequence, while John Daverio’s Crossing Paths skewers Eric Sams’ cryptographic argument that this work is among those by its composer to utilize variations on a C-B-A-G sharp-A sequence. This composition’s instrumental postlude quotes both “Der Mond komt still gegangen” and “Am leuchtenden Sommermorgen,” and in the twelfth song of this work flowers instruct the narrator not to be angry with their sister and call him a “sad, pale man.” This work, whose composer dedicated it to Wilhemine Schroder-Devrient, adds textual repetitions in only one movement, Ich grolle nicht. The last word of this work falls on a half-diminished chord, and the climax of its Aus alten Marchen song has been described as a conflict between this composer’s artistic personalities Florestan and Eusebius. For 10 points, name this song cycle consisting of 16 settings of Heinrich Heine poems, written by Robert Schumann.

ANSWER: Dichterliebe [or The Poet’s Love]

16. Former members of this group include a man who wrote a critique of cognitivism called The Mind’s Provisions, and another who wrote a book on Paratexts and had an English selection of his works published as Narrative Discourse. Their magazine published two dissenting articles by Anton Pannekoek, and one of its founders broke with this group to create the ILO and ICO. They were inspired by the work of Raya Dunayevskaya and C.L.R James in the United Stastes as embodied in the Johnson-Forrest Tendency. This group’s two central members argued the Soviet Union was merely “bureaucratic capitalism” under the pseudonyms Chaulieu and Montal, and one member of that pair was the author of The Imaginary Institution in Society. The Situationists were influenced by Guy Debord’s time with this group, which had more or less dissolved by 1965. For 10 points, name this group of French libertarian socialists created by Claude Lefort and Cornelius Castoriadis, whose name could be construed as a question. 

ANSWER: Socialisme ou Barbarie [accept Socialism or Barbarism]

17. Ye and Gellman studied the transition state of this reaction as conducted with fluoroalkanes on platinum (111) surfaces. Because the rate of this process is minimized, styrene polymerization proceeds most quickly in solvents with proper dielectric constant from four to four point two. This process may be prevented by employing trans-spanning ligands to prevent open cis sites from becoming available, or by the use of neopentyl ligands. This process accounts for the potential migration of double bonds in the Heck reaction and proceeds by the migration of a ligand hydrogen to the metal as the metal-ligand bond is pushed into a double bond. For 10 points, name this process in transition metal catalysis, wherein the departure of an H- (“H” minus) results in an alkene.

ANSWER: beta hydride elimination

18. Despite reservations about reform legislation, this man pushed through the Municipal Corporations Act that established an eighteen person royal commission, and the public pressure of a large trade-union petition caused the pardoning of the Tolpuddle martyrs during this man’s second term as Prime Minister. He had been elected to that term despite William IV’s earlier dismissal largely because his party united with Daniel O’Connell in the Litchfield House Compact.  His lady problems included being accused of having an affair with Caroline Norton, thought it was Queen Victoria’s approbation that allowed this man to stay in office after the Bedchamber Crisis caused Peel to turn down the office of Prime Minister. The most famous piece of legislation this man’s administration pushed was based on a report issued by Edwin Chadwick and forced each parish to join a union that met the principle of less eligibility.  The husband of the author of Glenarvon, for 10 points, name this British prime minister who passed the 1834 Poor Law Amendment. 

ANSWER: William Lamb, 2nd Viscount Melbourne [accept either]

19. One legend about this figure holds that the last thing he did before dying was build a cathedral, after which he turned into a stone that was used to complete the building. Another story about this figure relates that he could not walk until he was 33 years old, at which point his ailment was cured by a group of pilgrims. This figure's horse was able to leap the Black Mire in a single leap, and this figure defeated a half-man-half-bird bandit named the Nightingale. In another incident, this figure rode to a place called the Holy Mountains to test his strength against the giant Sviatogor, who trapped this figure in his pocket. This hero's horse was variously named either Sivushka or Kosmatushka, and the pilgrims who healed him told him never to face Volga Yaroslavich or Mikula Selyaninovich in battle. This man presented himself at the court of Vladimir Bright Sun, where he became a member of a group that also included Dobrynya Nikitich and Alesha Popovich. For ten points, identify this Russian folk hero whose name comes from the city of his birth, the mightiest of the bogatyrs.

ANSWER: Ilya Ivanovich or Ilya Muromets [prompt on partial answer]

20. One essay in this collection argues that “what the world needs is a balance of economic and political power so that no party... no government is omnipotent.” Another essay in this collection relates the author’s conversations with a man who was pseudonymized as “Chalmers” by Christopher Isherwood, and that essay concludes that “the interests of [those] who care for the value of freedom must be identified with those of the many who need bread.” The author of that essay in this collection, who had previously published a work entitled Forward From Liberalism, was the poet Stephen Spender. Yet another work in this collection, which is divided into two sections entitled “The Initiates,” and “Worshippers from Afar,” is partly concerned with the trial of John Ross, and was written by Richard Wright. Probably the most famous essay in this collection begins “A faith is not acquired by reasoning,” and was written by a man who had planned to write a book called The Soviet Land through Bourgeois Eyes, and later wrote a work about two different ways of coping with the world, “The Yogi and the Commissar.” Collected and edited by Richard Crossman and Arthur Koestler, for ten points, identify this collection of essays detailing various intellectuals’ disillusion with communism.

ANSWER: The God that Failed

Tiebreaker: This work's genesis lies in its author's explanation of why he followed the advice of Levi Lincoln in refusing to make a certain proclamation, and the work which prompted the writing of this text advances the claim that "the legitimate power of civil government extends no further than to punish the man who works ill to his neighbor." This work pledges adherence to "this expression of the supreme will of the nation in behalf of the rights of conscience," and its author further dedicates himself to the "progress of those sentiments which tend to restore to man all his natural rights." Addressed to Nehemiah Dodge, Ehpraim Robbins, and Stephen Nelson, for ten points, identify this document which expounds on the necessity of a "wall of separation between church and state," a missive from an American president to a certain religious group in Connecticut.

ANSWER: Jefferson's letter to the Danbury Baptists [accept logical equivalents]
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1. The Rukunegara was instituted in part as a response to this event, which began as a reaction to the gains of the Gerakan and the Democratic Action Party, though ultimately the Alliance led by the UMNO was still in power. For 10 points each: 

[10] Name these 1969 race riots, which forced the government to respond with the New Economic Policy under its second national plan. 

ANSWER: May 13th Incident

[10] Much of the May 13th riots took place in this city, which is home to the Petronas Twin Towers. 

ANSWER: Kuala Lumpur

[10]In the aftermath of the May 13th riots, Harun Idris used his popularity to bring this man back into the UMNO. This man sacked Anwar Ibrahim and was Prime Minister of Malaysia during the Asian Financial Crisis. 

ANSWER: Tun Dr.  Mahathir bin Mohammad 

[Might be a touch easy, but then as far as I know Mahathir bin Mohammad has never come up before. - SJ]

2. Two sets of properties A and B have this relation if an object cannot differ with respect to A-properties without also differing with respect to B-properties. For ten points each:

[10] Identify this philosophical concept.

ANSWER: supervenience

[10] Supervenience was first introduced into philosophy of mind by this philosopher in his paper “Mental Events.” You may know that paper better for the fact that it proposes anomalous monism, a thing associated with this thinker.

ANSWER: Donald Davidson

[10] This philosopher, who is currently a professor emeritus at Brown, introduced the notions of strong and weak supervenience in his paper “Concepts of Supervenience,” and in “Strong and ‘Global’ Supervenience,” purported to identify the two titular varieties with each other.

ANSWER: Jaegwon Kim

3. The standard way of writing this relation is to equate the covariant derivative of the Riemann tensor to zero. For ten poitns each:

[10] Identify this useful relation from differential geometry which is frequently encountered in general relativity.

ANSWER: Bianchi identity

[10] The Riemann tensor is used in the construction of the Weyl tensor, which has the property that it is invariant under transformations of this type, which are angle-preserving.

ANSWER: conformal

[10] It is always possible to pick a coordinate system on a Riemannian manifold for which these quantities, which represent the affine connection, vanish.

ANSWER: Christoffel symbols

4. One of the subjects of this book has an on-again, off-again relationship with a man named Barreda, and another dies while listening to a Tito Vasquez record. For 10 points each:

[10] Name this novel that consists of short biographies of fictional authors.

ANSWER: Nazi Literature in the Americas

[10] Roberto Bolano is most famous for this nearly 900-page, posthumously published novel about, among other things, a series of murders in a Mexican town, a group of four romantically entangled literary critics, and a journalist named Oscar Fate.

ANSWER: 2666

[10] The four literary critics, Norton, Espinoza, Morini, and Pelletier, study this reclusive German author with an Italian last name. The part of 2666 about this author reveals that he was born Hans Reiter and changed his name after finishing his tour as a soldier in World War II.

ANSWER: Benno von Archimboldi

5. One work for this ensemble is Schoenberg’s Opus 26, which was dedicated to the birth of his grandchild and opens with a sonata-form Schwungvoll movement. For 10 points each: 

[10] Name this type of work that includes Barber’s Summer Music, Milhaud’s King Rene’s Fireplace, and Hindemith’s Kleine Kammermusik. 

ANSWER: Woodwind Quintet

[10] This Czech-French contemporary of Beethoven advocated ideas like polyrhythm and was completely ignored, though he also wrote 24 wind quintets central to the repertoire. 

ANSWER: Anton Reicha

[10] This man’s opus 43 is a wind quintet that has a third movement Praeludium that consists of eleven variations on his own A major chorale Min Jesus, Lad Mit Hjerte Faa. He also wrote six symphonies, the last of which is called ”Simple.” 

ANSWER: Carl Nielsen

6. One of the high points of this work is the passacaglia quintet “How good they are, how bright, how grand,” and one charcter sings “Friends don’t fear.” For 10 points each: 

[10] Name this opera, whose last scene sees one character alone on an island when his companion, played by a coloratura soprano, sings the vowels “A-i-e.”

ANSWER: The Tempest

[10] The Tempest is an opera by this British composer, who incited controversy by putting a fellatio scene into his opera Powder Her Face. 

ANSWER: Thomas Adés 

[10] Thomas Adés’ essay “Nothing but pranks and puns” looks at this composer’s use of harmonic bifurcation and enharmonic key relationships in his solo piano works. He also composed operas like Katya Kabanova. 

ANSWER: Leoš Janáček

7. Forces were crushed outside of Corinth in an engagement that saw the death of Areus I of Sparta during this conflict. For 10 points each: 

[10] Name this war, whose namesake is an Athenian who was the son of Eteokles that gave a decree and allied with Ptolemy Philadelphus to stave off the Macedonians, though Ptolemy’s forces would be crushed at the Battle of Cos. 

ANSWER: Chremonidean War

[10] The Chreminodean War was a resounding victory for this Macedonian ruler, whose sister Stratonice married Antiochus I Soter. This son of Demetrius Poliorcetes was later opposed by Aratus of Sicyon and the Achaen League. 

ANSWER: Antigonus II Gonatas [accept Antigonus with either sobriquet; prompt on only Antigonus]

[10] Antigonus’ grandfather of the same name was fatally struck by a javelin at this 301 BC battle in Phrygia, which saw his forces lose to a coalition of Cassander, Lysimachus, and Seleucus Nicator, thus solidifying the division of lands among the Diadochi. 

ANSWER: Battle of Ipsus

8. The actions of this protein have been found to cause the rapid apoptosis of colorectal cancer cells and, more recently, head, neck, and prostate cancers. For 10 points each:

[10] Name this protein that dissociates Bax in order to promote apoptosis in damaged or cancerous cells. It is associated with and regulated by a protein that causes cell cycle arrest at the G1/S restriction point.

ANSWER: PUMA [or p53 upregulated modulator of apoptosis]

[10] PUMA and Bax are members of this family of proteins that regulate apoptosis. They govern the permeability of the outer mitochondrial membrane and can be either pro- or anti-apoptotic.

ANSWER: Bcl-2

[10] PUMA is upregulated when p53 is stabilized by DNA damage. Usually, p53 is constantly degraded because the attachment of this small protein labels it for degradation by the proteasome. As its name suggests, this protein is expressed by all eukaryotic cells.

ANSWER: ubiquitin

9. This man was the son of Belus, king of Libya, and the brother of Aegyptus, though he is more famous for his children. For ten points each:

[10] Identify this man who married his daughters to the 50 sons of Aegyptus and then ordered them to stab their husbands in their sleep.

ANSWER: Danaus

[10] This daughter of Danaus was the only one who had refused to kill her husband, Lynceus.

ANSWER: Hypermnestra

[10] Danaus was the king of this city, whose other rulers included Acrisius, and Adrastus.

ANSWER: Argos

10. One character in this novel meets her boyfriend Oscar while working at Dr. Enchilada’s, and Oscar later dies of a congenital heart defect while she is pregnant with his child. For 10 points each:

[10] Name this novel in which the perpetually jilted Bradley has his first wife run off with another woman and his second wife divorce him for a man she had long had an affair with. He possibly finds true happiness with an African surgeon named Margaret.

ANSWER: The Feast of Love

[10] This Minnesotan author of The Feast of Love also wrote the novel Shadow Play and the short story collection A Relative Stranger.

ANSWER: Charles Baxter

[10] One essay in Baxter’s book of literary criticism The Art of Subtext discusses staging in novels and non-dramatic poetry. In that essay, Baxter analyzes the masterful staging of this poem in which Amy looks out a window from the top of the stairs at the family cemetery where her baby is buried.

ANSWER: “Home Burial”

11. Answer some questions about carbenes, for 10 points each.

[10] This carbene ground state, separated by about eight kilocalories per mole from the excited singlet state, may adopt either an sp2 or sp hybridization.

ANSWER: triplet

[10] The first synthesis of a stable, crystallized carbene species was carried out by this University of Alabama chemist, whose name is often given to carbenes similar to that imidazole species.

ANSWER: Anthony Joseph Arduengo III

[10] The empty p orbital of singlet carbenes can interact with nearby pi bonds to create so-called “foiled” species with this type of interaction. This type of interaction is characteristic of diborane.

ANSWER: three center two electron bonds

[This interaction is strong enough that, when the bridging carbon of norbornene is a carbene, it forms a ninety degree angle with the double bond--forty degrees less than usual!]

12. This man collaborated with Georges Duby on the five volume History of Private Life. For 10 points each:

[10] Name this historiographer, likely best known for his study of the child and the family in the ancien regime, which was translated into English as Centuries of Childhood.

ANSWER: Philippe Ariés

[10] Though Centuries of Childhood has been the subject of much obloquy, Philippe Aries’ work on the transition between “tamed” and “forbidden” approaches to this event has fared better. Freud associated it with thanatos.

ANSWER: Death

[10] This man wrote Philippe Ariés’ obituary and discussed the “the problematization of parrhesia” in his six lectures “Discourse and Truth.”

ANSWER: Michel Foucault

13. In the 1999 case of H. J. Inc. v. Northwestern Bell Telephone Co., the Supreme Court limited the scope of this legislation to systematic conduct rather than isolated incidents. For ten points each:

[10] Identify this legislation originally passed to fight Mafia influence, which applies to people who engage in “patterns of predicate crimes.”

ANSWER: RICO or Racketeer Influenced and Corrupt Organizations Act

[10] RICO was championed by this president, during whose first term it was passed. 

ANSWER: Richard Nixon

[10] A notable use of the RICO was the prosecution of this group, one of the Five Families of New York which for a time was led by John Gotti.

ANSWER: Gambino family

14. The narrator of this book recalls his cousin, Vincek, who was obsessed with the idea that he was originally christened Ludvicek and that his identical twin who drowned in infancy was the true Vincek. For 10 points each:

[10] Name this one-sentence-long novel whose elderly narrator tells his life story to six beautiful ladies.

ANSWER: Dancing Lessons for the Advanced in Age

[10] This Czech author of Dancing Lessons for the Advanced in Age is most famous for a book in which apprentice rail employee Milos Hrma makes his final stand against a carload of Nazis, Closely Watched Trains.

ANSWER: Bohumil Hrabal

[10] This Hrabal novel is narrated by an aged paper crusher named Hanta who obsessively reads the books sent to him to be compacted into bales. After he is shocked by the soulless, mechanized paper crushing system destined to replace him, he climbs into his paper crusher and turns it on.

ANSWER: Too Loud a Solitude

15. Roman Abramovich bought this painting for $33.6 million dollars, a record for a work by a living artist, and this work’s subject had penned a biography of her friend Leigh Bowrey.  For 10 points each:

[10] Name this 1995 painting of the very obese woman Sue Tilley nude on a couch.  

ANSWER: Benefits Supervisor Sleeping

[10] Benefits Supervisor Sleeping is a work by this British artist who throws bread rolls at loud people in restaurants and desires to make his audience uncomfortable. He depicted his assistant David Dawson’s head on Jerry Hall’s body as a middle aged man breastfeeding a child in Large Interior, Notting Hill.

ANSWER: Lucian Freud

[10] Freud painted a portrait of this artist, who was also a part of the group that congregated at The Colony Room. His major works include Triptych, 1976 and Three Studies for Figures at the Base of a Crucifixion.

ANSWER: Francis Bacon

16. This theorem places an upper bound on the number of linearly independent forms that can be obtained by taking powers of a matrix. For ten points each:

[10] Identify this theorem, which states that a square matrix satisfies its own characteristic polynomial.

ANSWER: Cayley-Hamilton theorem

[10] Cayley also gives his name to a theorem which states that every group is isomorphic to some subgroup of this type of group.

ANSWER: permutation

[10] The Cayley-Menger determinant gives the volume of this object, a generalization of the tetrahedral region to multiple dimensions.

ANSWER: simplex

17. This work proceeds through twenty “planes”; all the while, the gods provide a chorus in zaum. For 10 points each: 

[10] Name this supersaga about a poet-prophet, whose followers mock him and call his lessons about language “vain bibble-babble.”

ANSWER: Zangezi: A Supersaga in Twenty Planes

[10] Zangezi is a play by this Russian futurian who wrote a  poem based on the Russian root smekh, “Invocation of Laughter,” in addition to writing an “Alphabet of the Mind” that associated letters with sensations. He invited H. G. Wells to be an honorary Martian.

ANSWER: Velimir Khlebnikov

[10] The only production of Zangezi featured this architect of Monument to the Third International in the title role; he also designed and directed it.

ANSWER: Vladimir Tatlin

18. Saigyo’s poetry attempts to link this concept with material manifestations of nature, a line of thought extended by Ryogen, who contended the life cycle of plants was an example of beings reaching enlightenment. For 10 points each:

[10] Name this doctrine, which states that every individual being has the inner potential to become an enlightened being. 

ANSWER: Tathagathagarbha doctrine or Buddha-nature doctrine

[10] The Tathagathagarbha doctrine is closely associated with the Yogacara or consciousness-only schoool, which split from this Mahayana sect founded by Nagarjuna, who sought a “middle way.” 

ANSWER: Madhyamaka

[10] The Yogacara advocate Xuanzang was also known for translating the sutras of this Mahayana tradition, whose major sutras include the Diamond and the Heart. h

ANSWER: Perfection of Wisdom or Prajnaparamita

19. This novel’s protagonist buys a bucket of rocks from 20 pounds from the woman with whom he shares a room in Frau Dressler’s boarding house after traveling to Jacksonburg to report on the activities of the Ishmaelites. For 10 points each:

[10] Name this book whose protagonist, William Boot, is conscripted into writing for the Daily Beast.

ANSWER: Scoop

[10] This other novel by the author of Scoop sees the drug-addled, possibly paranoid schizophrenic title character think he is overhearing the mutters of his fellow passengers on a ship to Ceylon.

ANSWER: The Ordeal of Gilbert Pinfold

[10] This author of Scoop and The Ordeal of Gilbert Pinfold also wrote a work in which Aimee gains the affections of Dennis Barlow and Mr. Joyboy, The Loved One.

ANSWER: Evelyn Waugh

20. This conflict was sparked by the death without heir of the Duke Vincenzo II, and ended when the treaty of Cherasco ratified the succession of Charles, Duke of Nevers. For ten points each:

[10] Identify this conflict which decided who would succeed to the dukedom of an Italian city and lasted from 1627 to 1631.

ANSWER: War of the Mantuan Succession

[10] The dukedom of Mantua was sought by Ferrante, duke of Gustalla, as well as this perfidious duke of Savoy nicknamed “Head of Fire.” He died and was succeeded by Victor Amadeus just months before the Peace of Regensburg. 

ANSWER: Charles Emmanuel I or Charles Emmanuel the Great

[10] Charles Emmanuel arranged for his son to marry Christine Marie, the sister of this ruler. During his minority, he fell under the sway of Charles de Luynes, who convinced him to have Concino Concini assassinated as well as kick his overbearing and corpulent mother Marie de Medici out of his palace. 

ANSWER: Louis XIII or Louis the Just or Louis le Juste for anyone with a sufficiently good accent

Science

Literature

The reading of this section of a larger work was the basis for Jacques Derrida’s 1985 book Prejudice, and its author is the subject of a chapter entitled “Canonical Patience and Indestructibility,” in Harold Bloom’s The Western Canon . Walter Benjamin claimed that this part of a larger work appears at such a significant moment that it looks as though the novel in which it is contained is only the unfolding of this story. This fragment of a larger work is followed by an interpretive monologue that considers such aspects as the “impersonal questions,” and the “Tatar beard,” of one individual in this story, and the man who tells it later remarks that “the man sits down on the stool... and waits there for the rest of his life... of his own free will.” This story, which is contained in a chapter entitled “In the Cathedral,” concerns a man who seeks admission to something that he thinks “should be accessible to every man and at all times,” but is denied entrance by a door-keeper, who, upon the man’s death, shuts the door. Related by a priest to Joseph K., for ten points, identify this parable about a certain human institution contained in Franz Kafka’s The Trial.

ANSWER: the parable of the man before the law or vor dem Gesetz [accept anything which indicates that it is the story of the law; accept “parable of the door-keeper” before it is mentioned, prompt on “In the Cathedral” before mention]

